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MATTERS  IN  IOWA. 

[CORRESPONDENCE  OP  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.] 


[The  Western  boundary  of  the  future  State  of  Iowa  has  not 
yet  been  designated.]  /  JiL  / 

This  country  has  been  alternately  in  the  possession  of  va¬ 
rious  Indian  tribes  at  different  periods,  mrm  the  once  power¬ 
ful  and  warlike  Iowas,  until  more  recently  by  the  confederated 
tribes  of  Sacs  and  F oxes,  from  whom  it  has  been  purchased 
by  the  United  States  at  three  successive  treaties ;  the  first  in 

1832,  the  next  in  1836,  and  the  last  in  1837. 

That  portion  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  become  extinct, 
is  embraced  between  40°  20'  and  43°  north  latitude— extend¬ 
ing  from  the  river  De3  Moins  on  the  South,  to  the  neutral 
grounds  near  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  River,  on  the  North, 
being  about  200  miles  in  length,  and  averaging  from  50  to  75 
miles  in  breadth,  the  whole  eastern  shore  bordering  upon  the 
Mississippi. 

HISTORY,  GENERAL  DESCRIPTION,  &c. 

The  rapid  progress  and  present  condition  of  this  fertile  re¬ 
gion,  stretching  its  green  lawns  and  wooded  banks  along  the 
majestic  Mississippi,  the  variety  and  luxuriance  of  its  agri¬ 
cultural  productions,  its  richness  of  mineral  wealth,  it3  thou¬ 
sand  rivulets  and  streams,  which  are  destined  to  pour  out  its 
exhaustless  treasures,  and  carry  back  comfort  and  luxuries  to 
its  remotest  borders,  its  whole  physical  aspect,  in  short,  com¬ 
bines  as  many  requisites  for  human  enterprise  and  the  happi¬ 
ness  of  man  as  are  developed  in  any  tract  of  country  of  the 
same  extent  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

When  the  reader  reflects,  that  but  in  1832  and  ’33  these 
fertile  plains  were  the  hunting  grounds  of  the  savages,  the 
Indian  lodge  skirted  the  margin  of  evei'y  stream,  the  wolf 
and  deer  quietly  slept  in  their  lair,  where  now  cities  and 
hamlets  have  sprung  up  as  if  by  the  enchanter’s  wand,  where 
Manufactures  and  Commerce  flourish,  Literature  and  the 
Arts  are  diffusing  their  invigorating  influence  throughout  the 
land ;  surely  he  must  believe  in  the  prophetic  declaration, 
that  ‘  westward  the  star  of  empire  takes  its  way,’  and  that 
its  fulfilment  is  rapidly  advancing* 

In  the  year  1832,  soon  after  the  termination  of  the  Indian 
war,  (generally  termed  the  ‘  Blaek  Hawk  war,’)  settlers  be¬ 
gan  to  cross  the  Mississippi  and  locate  on  the  ‘  Black  Hawk 
Purchase.’  Many  of  those  hardy  and  enterprising  pioneers 
who,  during  the  war,  had  perambulated  the  country  in  the 
capacity  of  1  rangers,’  had  acquired  considerable  knowledge 
of  the  country,  of  the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  beauty  of  its 
scenery ;  hence  their  eagerness  to  make  choice  locations  of 
1  claims  ’  previous  to  the  time  stipulated  by  Government  for 
the  Indians  to  give  possession :  consequently  they  were  re¬ 
peatedly  dispossessed  by  order  of  Government,  and  for  a  sea¬ 
son,  at  least,  it  seemed  to  be  quite  as  difficult  for  the  small 
garrison  at  Rock  Island  to  keep  the  white  man  from  trespass¬ 
ing  upon  his  Indian  neighbors,  as  it  had  previously  been  to 
protect  the  white  settlements  from  savage  cruelty. 

The  time  having,  however,  expired  on  the  first  of  June, 

1833,  for  the  Indians  longer  to  remain  on  the  ‘  Purchase,’ 
the  flood-gates  of  emigration  were  opened,  and  from  this  date 
may  be  taken  the  first  permanent  settlement  of  Iowa  by  the 
1  pale  faces ;  ’  and  scarcely  had  the  ‘  red  man  ’  set  his  foot¬ 
steps  in  the  order  of  march  toward  the  setting  sun,  ere  the 
settler  was  crossing  the  mighty  river,  with  his  flocks  and  his 
herds,  to  make  a  ‘  new  home  ’  on  the  sunny  plains  of  Iowa. 

Since  that  time  nothing  has  transpired  to  prevent  or  check 
this  rapidly  flowing  torrent,  which  has  steadily  and  constantly 
poured  in  its  thousands  of  energetic  and  intelligent  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  East,  the  Middle,  and  the  Southern  portions 
of  the  old  confederacy,  many  of  them  leaving  the  homes  of 
affluence,  and  the  lap  of  luxury  and  ease,  for  this  Elysium  of 
the  West. 


Perhaps  no  safer  criterion  can  be  drawn  of  the  intrinsic 
resources  of  this  country,  and  the  preeminence  it  has  already 
attained  as  an  unrivaled  agricultural  district,  than  the  facts 
presented  by  the  official  statements  of  the  sale  of  public  lands 
to  actual  settlers.  These  statistics  speak  a  language  with 
more  convincing  eloquence  than  words  or  books. 

‘  Black  Hawk  Purchase  ’  was  first  attached  to  the  territory 
of  Michigan  for  judicial  purposes,  and  public  documents 
were  sent  from  Detroit  to  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  in 
1835,  ordering  an  election  for  legislative  and  civil  officers. 

In  1836,  Michigan  became  a  sovereign  State,  and  on  the 
4th  day  of  July,  the  same  year,  the  territory  of  Wisconsin 
was  organized,  embracing  within  its  limits  the  present  terri¬ 
tory  of  Iowa.  The  first  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  was  held 
at  Belmont,  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi ;  in  Wisconsin 
proper.  The  second  term,  in  the  fall  of  ’37,  convened  at 
Burlington,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi,  and  on  the 
4th  day  of  July,  1838,  Wisconsin  was  divided  by  the  line  of 
the  Mississippi  River ;  and  thus  the  fair  and  youngest  daughter 
*  Iowa,’  was  recognised  by  Act  of  Congress,  passed  12th  June, 
1838,  a  new  and  separate  territory. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

The  general  aspect  of  the  country  is  one  of  unrivaled 
beauty, — it  is  what  may  be  termed  moderately  undulating,  no 
part  of  the  territory  being  traversed  by  mountains,  or  even 
high  hills,  (if  we  except  the  Northern  or  mineral  region, 
where  the  hills  and  mounds  are  of  considerable  magnitude  ;) 
on  the  margin  of  rivers  also,  there  are  frequent  ranges  of 
4  bluffs  ’  or  calcareous  strata  of  lime  rock,  intersected  with 
ravines.  These  *  bluffs’  are  generally  from  40  to  130  feet 
high,  where  a  surface  of  table-land  generally  commences, 
and  gradually  sweeps  off  in  gentle  undulations  of  prairie  and 
timber.  The  Southern  portion  of  the  territory  may  be  termed 
the  most  picturesque,  abounding  with  grassy  lawns  and  ver¬ 
dant  vales,  interspersed  with  graves  and  meandering  rivulets. 
The  Northern  part  would  seem  to  partake  more  of  the  bold 
and  striking.  The  traveler  here  beholds  the  hill- top  covered 
with  towering  oaks  to  its  lofty  summit — the  river  tumbling 
its  crested  foam  oyer  precipitous  ledges  of  cragged  rocks — 
the  spiral  cliffs  and  massy  ledges  grouped  in  fantastic  forms 
amidst  the  cultivated  valley.  It  is,  indeed,  a  singular  feature 
in  the  mineral  region  of  Iowa,  that  the  country  abounding  in 
the  richest  ore  is  frequently  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  most 
fertile  fields  of  grain,  thereby  confuting  the  erroneous  im- 
jpression  entertained  by  many,  that  a  mineral  country  is  ne¬ 
cessarily  a  sterile  and  unproductive  one.  The  territory  is 
remarkably  well  watered  by  beautiful  rivers  and  creeks,  the 
margins  of  which  are  skirted  with  woodlands  and  groves. 
One  of  the  striking  characteristics  of  Iowa  over  Illinois, 
Texas,  and  other  prairie  countries,  is  its  admirable  adaptation 
of  prairie  and  woodlands  to  the  wants  and  conveniences  of 
the  husbandman. 

Although  probably  nearly  three-fourths  of  the  surface  of 
,  the  territory  is  without  trees,  yet  so  happily  and  conveniently 
are  the  waters  and  timber  arranged  throughout,  that  natui'e 
appears  to  have  made  an  effort  to  arrange  them  in  the  most 
desirable  manner  possible. 

To  those  who  have  never  visited  this  region,  and  are  not 
familiar  with  a  prairie  country,  a  tolerable  idea  may  be  formed 
of  the  manner  in  which  prairie  and  forests  intermingle,  and 
the  proportions  of  each,  by  inference  to  the  accompanying 
map — the  dotted  lines  following  the  margin  of  rivers  and 
creeks,  and  denoting  the  woodlands,  and  varying  in  extent 
from  one,  three,  six,  and  sometimes  ten  miles  from  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  stream.  As  the  water-courses  approach  each 
other,  the  timber  approximates,  frequently  so  nearly  connect¬ 
ing  on  either  hand,  that  the  traveler  finds  himself  threading 
a  narrow  defile  or  avenue,  and  again  suddenly  emerges  into 
the  broad  prairie,  where  the  forest  outline  in  the  far  perspec¬ 
tive  resembles  the  dim  shore  from  the  ocean,  with  its  deep 


vistas  and  distant  headlands,  like  harbars  and  capes.  The 
simile  is  very  striking,  and  it  requires  but  little  stretch  of  the 
fancy  to  make  the  illusion  perfect,  especially  when  the  distant 
margin  of  forest  is  skirted  with  settlements  ;  the  settler’s 
‘  cabin  ’  appearing  like,  the  fisherman’s  hut  on  shore,  and  the 
long  *  blue  wagon  ’  of  the  moving  emigrant,  with  its  white 
flowing  top,  slowly  moving  over  the  wide  prairie,  like  the 
sailing  craft  of  the  ocean  beating  their  onward  course  to  the 
wished-for  haven. 

The  geological  features  of  Iowa  are  highly  interesting :  the 
country  abounds  with  rock  and  coal ;  marble  quarries  have 
been  discovered,  alst>  tin,  iron  ore,  and  lead,  the  latter  of 
which  has  already  become  one  of  the  great  staples  of  export. 

The  steady  and  constant  influx  of  population  has,  up  to  the 
present  period,  prevented  to  any  extent,  a  surplus  of  agricul¬ 
tural  products ;  the  order  of  things  is,  however,  rapidly 
changing  ;  so  extensively  are  farms  opening,  and  the  raising 
of  stock  increased,  that  Iowa,  must,  ere  long,  avail  herself  of 
the  great  natural  channels  of  navigation  with  which  she  is 
bountifully  supplied,  and  by  which  her  surplus  produce  can 
be  exported  abroad,  either  to  the  great  Southern  ‘  depot,’ 
and  I  doubt  not,  ere  the  lapse  of  many  years,  by  internal 
communication  across  to  the  great  emporiums  of  the  Atlantic. 

PRAIRIES. 

‘  These  the  unshorn  fields,  boundless  and  beautiful, 

For  which  the  speech  of  England  has  no  name, — 

The  Prairies.’ 

Undoubtedly  one  of  the  most  captivating  features  of  Iowa 
is  its  unique  and  admirably  diversified  prairies.  Prairie  is  a 
French  word  signifying  meadow.  Their  characteristic  pecu¬ 
liarity  is  the  absence  of  timber ;  in  other  respects,  they  pre¬ 
sent  all  the  varieties  of  soil  and  surface  that  are  found  else¬ 
where  :  sometimes  they  are  spread  out  in  boundless  plains  ;  at 
other  times,  they  are  gently  rolling,  like  the  swell  of  the  sea 
after  a  subsiding  storm.  A  diversity  of  opinion  exists  as  to 
the  origin  of  prairies.  Their  undulating  and  finished  surface, 
crowded  with  the  richest  alluvial  mould,  bears  ample  proof 
(in  the  writer’s  mind)  of  their  having  been,  at  some  anterior 
period,  submerged  beneath  the  waters  of  vast  lakes  or  inland 
seas  ;  which  subsequently  receding,  have  found  their  natural 
channels  in  the  vast  rivers  with  which  our  country  abounds. 
Hence  the  rich  alluvial  deposit  which  the  term  1  bottom’  de¬ 
notes,  and  fossil  remains  that  everywhere  abound,  also  the 
laminae  formation  of  secondary  lime  rock,  and  strata  of  soil, 
are  all  evidences  of  a  once  submerged  country  to  the  most 
casual  observer.  These  meadows  of  nature  are  covered  with 
a  rich  coat  of  natural  grass,  forming  excellent  grazing  for 
cattle,  and  are  frequently  interspersed  with  hazel  thickets  and 
sassafras  shrubs,  and  in  the  season  of  flowers  are  decorated 
with  all  that  is  lovely  and  captivating  both  in  fragrance  and 
colors.  The  traveler  now  beholds  these  gardens  of  the  wil¬ 
derness  boundless  and  beautiful,  untouched  by  the  ruthless 
hand  of  man,  but  smiling  in  all  the  freshness  of  primeval 
beauty.  The  richest  profusion  of  red  is  relieved  by  the  yel¬ 
low-flowered  honeysuckle ;  the  sweet-scented  jessamine,  the 
crimson  wild-rose,  and  blue  violet,  impart  their  sweet  perfume 
‘  upon  the  desert  air.’ 

The  Indians  and  hunters  have,  from  time  immemorial,  an¬ 
nually  set  fire  to  the  prairies.  A  burning  prairie  is  one  of  the 
sublimest  spectacles  in  nature,  especially  the  night  scene. 
The  flames  roar  through  the  long  grass  with  a  noise  like  thun¬ 
der,  and  the  whole  horizon  often  appears  one  flame  of  vivid 
light.  And  wo  to  the  benighted  traveler  on  a  wide  prairie, 
destitute  of  his  fire  apparatus !  as  in  such  cases  he  is  fre¬ 
quently  in  great  jeopardy,  unless  he  should  set  fire  to  the 
grass  around  himself,  and  take  shelter  in  the  burnt  part.  The 
aspect  of  a  burnt  prairie  is  one  of  gloom  and  solitude  ;  a 
certain  indescribable  sensation  of  loneliness  steals  over  the 
mind  of  the  traveler  when  he  finds  himself  a  solitary  being 
in  the  heart  of  one  of  those  boundless  plains,  and  after  long 
and  wearied  miles,  the  sight  of  distant  woodlands  is  hailed 
with  as  much  joyous  emotion  as  the  mariner  beholds  the  bea¬ 
con  light  of  his  native  strand. 

But  the  scene  changes  with  the  genial  robes  of  spring ; 


nature  spreads  her  softest  carpet  wide  o’er  the  murky  hills ; 
the  meadows  are  clothed  with  their  richest  garniture  of  green ; 
the  bright  flowers  lift  their  smiling  crests,  and 

The  traveler  now  beholds  on  every  side, 

The  grassy  lawn  relieved  by  Flora’s  pride.  . 

i  In  my  travels  in  the  Atlantic  States,  I  find  a  very  prevalent 
ei’ror  existing  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  My  eastern  friend 
asks — Is  Iowa  a  prairie  country  ?  Being  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  he  says — I  could  not  think  of  emigrating  to  a  low, 
wet  country !  It  seems  to  be  taken  for  granted,  that  a  prairie 
country  must  necessarily  be  a  flat  swampy  land,  subject  to 
frequent  inundations.  My  kind  reader,  if  such  has  been  your 
impression,  and  you  read  these  pages  in  quest  of  truth,  divest  i 
yourself  of  such  error.  A  prairie  country  has  all  the  varie¬ 
ties  of  surface  that  many  other  countries  have.  Prairie  does 
not  imply  flat  or  wet.  Our  dry,  rolling  prairies  cannot  be  ex¬ 
celled  in  their  undulating  features  of  landscape  beauty,  or  in 
their  absence  from  wet. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  remarks  more  appropriately  upon 
these  interesting  featuses  of  our  country,  than  by  quoting  an 
extract  from  the  gifted  pen  of  Judge  Hall,  which  so  happily 
delineates  the  beauties  of  prairie  scenery. 

il  I  apprehend  that  the  intense  astonishment  with  which 
the  American  pioneers  first  beheld  a  prairie,  and  which  we 
all  feel  in  gazing  over  these  singularly  beautiful  plains,  is  the 
result  of  association.  The  adventurers  who  preceded  us,  from 
the  champaign  districts  of  France,  have  left  no  record  of  any 
such  surprise  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  discovered  in  these 
flowery  meadows  something  that  reminded  them  of  home ; 
and  their  sprightly  imagination  at  once  suggested  that  no¬ 
thing  was  wanting  but  the  vineyard,  the  peasant’s  cottage, 

I  and  the  stately  chateau,  to  render  the  resemblance  complete. 

I  But  our  immediate  ancestors  came  from  lands  covered  with 
wood,  and  in  their  minds,  the  idea  of  a  wilderness  was  indis¬ 
solubly  connected  with  that  of  a  forest.  They  had  settled  in 
the  woods  Upon  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  and  there  their  ideas 
of  a  new  country  had  been  formed.  As  they  proceeded  west, 
they  found  the  shadows  of  the  heavy  foliage  deepening  upon 
their  path,  and  the  luxuriant  forests  becoming  at  every  step 
more  stately  and  dense,  confirming  the  impression,  that  as 
they  receded  from  civilization,  the  woodland  must  continue  to 
accumulate  the  gloom  of  its  savage  and  silent  grandeur  around 
them,  until  suddenly  the  glories  of  the  prairie  burst  upon 
their  enraptured  gaze,  with  its  widely  extended  landscape,  its 
verdure,  its  flowers,  its  picturesque  groves,  and  all  its  exqui¬ 
site  variety  of  mellow  shade  and  sunny  light. 

“  The  gaiety  of  the  prairie,  its  embellishments,  and  the 
absence  of  the  gloom  and  savage  wildness  of  the  forest,  all 
contribute  to  dispel  the  feeling  of  loneliness  which  usually 
creeps  over  the  mind  of  the  solitary  traveler  in  the  wilder¬ 
ness.  Though  he  may  not  see  a  house,  or  a  human  being, 
and  is  conscious  that  he  is  far  from  the  habitations  of  men,  he 
can  scarcely  divest  himself  of  the  idea  that  he  is  traveling 
through  scenes  embellished  by  the  hand  of  art.  The  flowers, 
so  fragile,  so  delicate,  and  so  ornamental,  seem  to  have  been 
tastefully  disposed  to  adorn  the  scene.  The  groves  and 
clumps  of  trees  appear  to  have  been  scattered  over  the  lawn 
to  beautify  the  landscape,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  avoid  that  illu¬ 
sion  of  the  fancy  which  persuades  the  beholder  that  such 
scenery  has  been  created  to  gratify  the  refined  taste  of  civili-' 
zed  man.  Europeans  are  often  reminded  of  the  resemblance 
of  this  scenery  to  that  of  the  extensive  parks  of  noblemen, 
which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  admire  in  the  old  world ; 
the  lawn,  the  avenue,  the  grove,  the  copse,  which  are  there 
produced  by  art,  are  here  prepared  by  nature  ;  a  splendid 
specimen  of  massy  architecture,  and  the  distant  view  of  vil¬ 
lages,  are  alone  wanting  to  render  the  similitude  complete.” 

SOIL 

The  soil  of  the  prairies  of  Iowa,  particularly  the  alluvial 
j  bottom-lands  is  extremely  rich  and  fertile.  It  is  generally  a 


ffilack,  vegetable  mould,  sometimes  intermingled  witn  a  sandy 
loam,  and  frequently  covered  with  a  rank  sward  of  natural 
grass,  which  soil,  after  the  sod  is  subdued,  is  easily  cultivated 
and  stands  a  drought  remarkably  well.  The  soil  on  the  high, 
rolling  prairies  will  average  from  18  to  24  inches,  and  on  the 
bottoms,  and  on  the  bottom-lands  from  24  to  48  inches  in 
depth  ;  the  surface  is  nearly  black,  becomes  lighter  in  de¬ 
scending,  until  it  imperceptibly  mingles  into  a  bed  or  under 
layer  of  reddish  clay,  which  is  frequently  mixed  with  gravel, 
sufficiently  compact,  however,  to  preserve  moisture,  and  yet 
not  so  stubborn  as  to  be  incapable  of  being  pulverized  and 
converted  into  excellent  productive  soil ;  although  it  would 
be  impossible  to  exhaust  the  vegetable  mould  at  the  surface 
in  100  years  successive  cultivation.  There  is  a  third  stratum, 
or  bed  of  bluish  clay,  from  20  to  30  feet  below  the  surface  in 
the  upland  prairie,  and  it  is  only  necessary  for  the  settler  to 
Jj  sink  a  well  to  that  depth  to  obtain  excellent  water  whenever 
he  may  want. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  description  of  Counties,  we  take  the 
following  of  one  of  the  oldest,  where  Julien  Dubuque,  the  first 
white  settler  of  Iowa,  pitched  his  lonely  hut  so  early  as  1788. 

DUBUQUE  COUNTY. 

Dubuque  is  one  of  the  old  original  Counties,  and  is  to  the 
North  what  Des  Moines  is  to  the  South  :  all  the  adjacent 
Counties  having  been  organized  from  what  was  formerly 
within  the  limits  of  Dubuque. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  Clayton,  and  a  bend  in 
the  Mississippi ;  East  by  the  Mississippi,  which  separates  it 
from  Illinois  and  Wisconsin  ;  South  by  Jackson  and  Jones  ; 
and  West  by  Delaware,  and  contains  an  ai'ea  of  about  640 
square  miles. 

Dubuque  County  embraces  the  most  noted  portions  of  the 
mineral  region.  The  lead  mines  worked  in  this  County  are 
sources  of  great  profit,  and  lead  is  the  great  staple  of  export. 

Copper,  zinc,  and  iron  ore  have  also  been  discovered,  but  as 
yet  neither  capital  or  enterprise  have  been  directed  to  their 
successful  development.  The  mining  operations  are,  at  pre¬ 
sent,  confined  principally  to  the  raising  (that  is,  digging)  of 
lead  mineral.  The  first  lead  ore  discovered  in  Iowa  was  in 
Dubuque  County,  by  the  wife  of  Peostas,  a  warrior  of  the 
Kettle  chiefs  tribe,  and  a  Fox  chief.  Subsequently  the  In¬ 
dians  granted  a  wide  strip  of  land,  upon  which  the  mines 
were  situated,  to  Julien  Dubuque,  at  a  council  held  at  Prairie 
du  Chien  in  1788.  In  1796,  the  Indian  title  to  these  lands 
was  confirmed  by  Baron  De  Carondelet,  Governor  of  Louisi¬ 
ana,  in  which  they  were  designated  as  the  ‘  mines  of  Spain.’ 

Julien  Dubuque  died  on  the  24th  of  March,  1810,  aged 
forty-five  years  and  six  months :  a  stone  monument  with  a 
Spanish  inscription,  still  marks  the  spot  of  his  resting-place, 
on  a  high  bluff,  a  mile  or  two  below  the  city  which  bears  his 
name.  It  is  indeed  a  romantic  spot,  in  fit  unison  with  them 
that  sleep  in  death,  upon  the  summit  of  a  precipitous  bluff, 
crowned  with  deep  foliage  overshadowing  the  tranquil  bosom 
of  the  majestic  river.  The  curious  traveler  is  well  repaid 
for  his  pilgrimage  tu  the  now  consecrated  spot. 

Dubuque  is  one  of  the  best  timbered  Counties  of  the  terri¬ 
tory  ;  although  in  some  instances,  the  prairies  are  large,  the 
timber  not  being  well  distributed  for  the  convenience  of  the 
farmer.  It  is  watered  by  the  north  fork  of  the  Great  Mako- 
queta,  Whitewater,  Little  Makoqueta,  Catfish,  and  their  va¬ 
rious  tributaries. 

The"  face  of  the  Country  is  much  more  uneven  than  the 
Counties  of  the  South,  yet,  in  the  aggregate,  it  cannot  be  con¬ 
sidered  a  broken  country.  Much  of  the  soil  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  mining  country  is  of  the  most  productive  char¬ 
acter.  Perhaps  few  mineral  countries  in  the  world  present 
the  peculiar  features  of  a  rich  agricultural  country  with  such 
boundless  treasures  beneath  its  surface. 

Within  a  year  or  two  past  more  attention  has  been  paid  to 
agricultural  pursuits.  And  but  few  sights  can  be  presented 


more  pleasing  to  the  eye  of  the  traveler,  or  more  fraught  with 
the  wisdom  of  Omnipotence,  than  to  behold  in  the  same  val¬ 
ley,  the  husbandman  gathering  the  rich  harvest  of  the  earth, 
and  the  miner  raising  the  richest  treasures  from  beneath  its 
bosom. 

Dubuque,  the  seat  of  justice  of  Dubuque  County,  is  under 
the  municipal  regulations  of  a  city  charter,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  important  points  in  the  Territory,  and  of  the  upper  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  It  i3  the  gx-eat  mineral  ‘  depot  ’  of  Iowa,  the  seat 
of  great  trade  and  commerce,  has  an  elegant  Cathedral,  Bank, 
the  Surveyoi'-General’s  office,  and  United  States  Lnnd  Office 
for  the  Northern  District,  publishes  a  weekly  newspaper, 
contains  numerous  hotels,  stores,  and  handsome  dwellings, 
evincing  the  abode’  of  much  wealth,  refinement  and  comfort. 

And  now  for  an  account  of  the  future  capital  of  Iowa : 

IOWA  CITY. 

The  unprecedented  growth  of  Iowa  City  from  a  wilderness 
frontier,  beyond  the  pale  of  civilization,  is  indeed  a  wonder 
in  the  gi’owth  of  towns.  When  the  reader  reflects  that  on 
the  1st  day  of  May,  1839,  this  spot  was  the  hunting-ground 
of  the  savage,  where  now  refinement  and  even  elegance 
have  made  their  -  visible  impress,  the  capitol  rearing  its 
massy  walls  above  the  forest,  and  brick  stoi'es  and  spacious 
hotels  erecting  whei'e  the  council  fires  have  scarcely  ceased 
to  burn  ;  sui’ely  his  mind  must  be  rapt  in  astonishment  in 
contemplating  its  rapid  growth. 

“  On  the  4th  of  May,  1839,  the  Commissioners  appointed 
by  the  legislative  assembly  selected  the  site  for  this  new  city, 
to  be  the  future  and  permanent  capital  of  Iowa.  The  spot 
selected  is  near  the  geographical  centre  of  Johnson  County, 
and  occupies  a  convenient  and  central  position  in  the  territory 
of  Iowa.  It  is  situated  about  thirty-three  miles  WNW.  from 
Bloomington,  sixty-five  miles  West  from  Parkhui'st  on  the 
Mississippi,  about  twenty  miles  East  of  the  Indian  boundary, 
eighty  East  of  the  mouth  of  the  Racoon  fork  of  the  Des  Moines, 
ninety  South  from  the  neutral  grounds  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes, 
eighty- three  miles  North  of  the  Missoui'i  line,  eighty-six  miles 
from  Dubuque,  and  seventy  from  Burlington. 

“  The  pi'incipalTequisites  requii’ed  by  the  Commissioners 
in  locating  the  permanent  capital  of  Iowa  were  health,  beauty 
of  location,  good  water,  and  convenience,  to  timber  and  stone 
suitable  for  building  ;  all  of  which  they  found  combined,  in 
an  eminent  degree,  at  the  same  spot,  and  centi’ally  situated 
in  the  midst  of  a  region  of  country  which,  for  natural  beauty 
and  fertility  of  soil,  may  safely  challenge  a  comparison. 

11  The  banks  of  the  Iowa,  which,  in  many  places,  are  cut 
up  by  ravines  and  slues,  are,  fi'om  about  three  miles  below 
this  point  to  its  soui’ces,  high  and  dry,  abounding  with  rock, 
with  a  beautiful  undulating  country,  with  springs  of  pui’e 
crystal  water,  skirting  both  its  shores,  and  exhibiting  every 
appearance  of  health.  The  river  opposite  the  town  is  about 
eighty  yards  in  width,  a  clear,  limpid  stream,  with  sand  and 
gravel  bottom,  and  of  sufficient  depth  of  water  for  keel  or 
flat-boats  at  its  lowest  stage,  being  never  less  than  twenty 
inches.  Both  banks  of  the  Iowa,  commencing  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  town-site,  and  continuing  five  or  six  miles  above, 
are  stored  with  inexhaustible  quarries  of  stone. 

“  ‘  Big  Grove,’  which  is  situated  between  the  Iowa  and 
Cedar  rivers,  has  been  pronounced  to  be  one  of  the  largest 
and  best  bodies  of  timber  in  the  Territory,  being  about  twenty 
miles  in  length  with  an  average  width  of  six  or  seven  miles. 
In  short,  it  would  have  been  difficult  for  the  Commissioners 
to  have  selected  a  more  favored  spot,  where  building  mate¬ 
rials  of  the  best  quality  are  to  be  had  in  greater  abundance. 

“  The  site  of  the  location  is  one  of  unnvaled  beauty,  lhe 
most  vivid  imagination  can  scarcely  picture  to  itself  so  capti¬ 
vating  a  spot,  situated  in  the  midst  of  all  that  wild  and  rural 
scenery  which  can  tend  to  embellish  and  render  it  desirable. 
The  liver  first  approaches  the  town  from  the  Northwest, 
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through  rocky*l>anks  of  moderate  hight,  co 

jrgrovecof  stately  trees,  and  then  turns  to  the  South,  and  flows 
1  oft’  between  unequal  banks  scattered  over  with  venerable  oaks  ; 
opposite  the  city  on  the  West  side  of  the  river,  the  banks  are 
abrupt  and  bold,  and  rising  from  the  water’s  edge,  about  fifty 
feet  above  its  surface,  to  the  level  of  a  smooth  prairie,  which 
ap25roaches  the  bank  of  the  river  at  this  place,  and  then 
sweeps  oft’  westward  in  beautiful  undulations  of  hill  and  dale.” 

The  preceding  remarks  are  the  substance  of  a  well  written 
article  that  appeared  in  one  of  the  Burlington  newspapers 
soon  after  the  location  of  ‘  Iowa  City  ’  was  made,  and  al¬ 
though  to  those  unacquainted  with  the  character  of  our 
scenery,  it  may  appear  fanciful,  nevertheless  the  delineations 
are  drawn  with  the  fidelity  of  truth.  The  concluding  remarks 
are  from  random  sketches  that  the  writer  noted  down  in  a 
little  diary  written  upon  my  first  visit  to  Iowa  City  in  J une, 
1840.  Since  that  period  I  have  been  informed  that  its  pros¬ 
perity  continues  unabated.  To  give  the  reader  a  faint  outline 
of  the  unparalleled  progress  of  this  young  city,  I  will  state 
that  about  the  first  of  May,  1839,  Mr.  Swan,  the  acting  com¬ 
missioner,  selected  this  spot,  then  in  a  state  of  nature,  sur- 
1  rounded  by  savages,  Poweshieck’s  band  of  Sacs  bei  j  two  or 
three  miles  below,  (at  what  is  now  Napoleon.)  And  even  as 
late  as  June  following,  the  sojourner  was  compelled  to  sleep 
in  his  blanket  for  nearly  two  weeks.  On  the  1st  of  July, 
1339,  the  survey  of  the  city  was  commenced  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  board  of  Commissioners,  and  the  taste  displayed, 
and  liberality  evinced  in  the  size  of  lots,  width  of  streets, 
public  squai’es,  school  and  church  reserves,  reflects  the  highest 
credit  upon  the  enlightened  judgement  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  design  of  the  capitol  is  a  chaste  specimen  of  Grecian 
and  Doric  architecture,  with  horizontal  cornice  and  entabla¬ 
ture,  surmounted  by  a  dome  supported  by  twenty-two  Corin¬ 
thian  columns.  It  is  120  feet  in  length  by  60  wide,  two 
stories  high  from  the  basement.  It  is  built  upon  Capitol- 
street,  which  runs  upon  the  ridge,  or  third  elevatioh  from  the 
river,  and  fronting  Iowa  avenue,  which  is  the  same  width  of 
the  Capitol,  (120  feet,)  presonting  a  captivating  and  impo¬ 
sing  appearance.  The  site  of  the  Capitol  can  be  seen  from 
every  part  of  the  city.  The  first  glade  or  plateau  from  the 
river  is  «.  /oted  to  a  public  promenade,  being  an  average  of 
100  yards  in  width,  and  half  a  mile  in  length  bordering  upon 
the  liver.  The  second  elevation  is  about  twelve  feet  above 
the  first.  The  third  elevation  about  thirty  feet  above  the 
promenade.  A  grade  of  fifteen  degrees  is  contemplated, 
making  about  fifty  feet  from  the  bed  of  the  river  to  the  site 
of  the  capitol.  On  Ralston’s  Creek,  about  half  a  mile  from 
the  capitol,  there  have  been  discovered  three  springs  within 
a  diameter  of  twenty  feet,  each  possessing  different  properties 
— one  of  chalybeate,  one  of  sulphur,  the  third  very  cold  lime- 
rock.  The  waters  of  the  two  first  are  said  to  be  powerful 
cathartics.  The  celebrated  *  bird’s-eye  ’  marble  was  first  dis¬ 
covered  upon  this  creek,  of  a  softer  texture  and  more  delicate 
whiteness  than  that  found  in  the  quarries. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  1840,  being  about  fourteen  months 
from  the  commencement  of  Iowa  City,  it  contains  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  about  700  inhabitants,  a  spacious  city  hotel,  three  or 
four  brick  buildings,  and  several  others  in  progress,  ten  dry- 
goods,  grocery  and  provision  stores,  one  drug-store,  one 
saddlery,  two  blacksmiths,  one  gunsmith,  three  or  four  coffee¬ 
houses,  four  lawyers,  three  physicians,  one  church,  and  one 
primary  school ;  in  short,  presenting  all  the  appearance, 
bustle,  and  activity  of  a  city  of  years,  rather  than  a  prodigy 
of  months. 

Should  the  skeptical  feel  inclined  to  question  the  accuracy 
of  this  statement,  I  can  assure  them  it  has  been  the  result  of 
personal  inspection.  I  counted,  even  in  the  middle  of  May 
last,  rising  of  100  buildings,  and  and  heat'd  the  busy  work¬ 
men  engaged  on  half  as  many  more.  At  that  time,  convers¬ 
ing  with  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  the 
1  city  ’  the  week  preceding,  and  had  a  frame  house  covered,1 


and  his  goods  in  it ;  he  said  to  me,  ‘  Five  days  ago  my  house 
was  in  the  woods,  growing.’ 

I  have  heard  of  cities  springing  into  existence  as  if  by 
magic,  but  in  no  case  have  I  ever  known  the  application  so 
just  as  when  applied  to  this  young  capital  of  Iowa.  When 
the  mind  refers  back,  as  it  were,  but  to  a  single  leaf  in  the 
calendar  of  time,  reviewing  the  recent  past  and  contemplating 
the  ominous  present,  rife  with  the  coming  events  of  the  future, 
how  exalted  must  be  its  conceptions  of  the>  destiny  that  awaits 
us,  if  our  institutions  are  formed  on  the  broad  basis  of  public 
morals,  religion  and  virtue  !  Then  are  our  liberties  secure, 
and  our  prosperity  certain. 

We  must  break  off  with  an  account  of  a  Quaker  settlement 
in  Iowa,  strongly  illustrative  of  the  manner  in  which  new  colo¬ 
nies  are  created : 

SALEM. 

Abou  six  years  ago,  two  plainly  dressed  travelers  might 
have  been  seen  on  horseback,  slowly  wending  their  way  west¬ 
ward  from  the  Fort  Madison  ferryboat  toward  the  wide  and 
pathless  prairies  of  the  ‘  Black  Hawk  purchase.’  The  co  fi{ 
try  was  then  new  and  tyunhabited ;  they  traveled  onwie 
from  grove  to  grove,  and  from  prairie  to  prairie,  until  1^12 
shades  of  night  were  slosing  in  upon  the  long  summer’s  d0ll 
as  our  travelers  v/ere  ascending  one  of  those  gentle  eminenclll 
so  characteristic  of  a  prairie  country.  They  paused  on  tpt| 
summit  to  conterffplate  the  scene  before  them.  Althoug  tt 
weary  and  faint,  they  were  lost  for  a^ime  in  meditation.  ,]y| 
beautiful  country  of  gentle  undulations,  interspersed  wit  el 
groves  and  tall  forest  trees,  lay  spread  out  before  them  ;  ait* 
was  silence,  and  the  still  quiet  of  Nature,  save 

‘The  song  of  birds,  or  sound  of  running  stream.’  t 

Perceiving  at  a  short  distance,  a  small  grove,  or  ‘  thicket,’ 
that  skirted  the  prairie,  our  travelers  ‘  camped  ’  for  the  night. 
With  no  cheerful  hearth,  but  by  the  camp-fire  did  they  cook 
their  frugal  meal,  and  watched  by  the  twinkling  stars,  they  , 
courted  ‘Nature’s  sweet  restorer’  upon  the  green  earth’fV-’ 
bosom.  When  morn  at  length  arrived,  while  one  of  our 
travelers  prepared  the  breakfast,  the  other  perambulated  the 
surrounding  country  to  spy  out  the  beauties  of  the  land,  (for  j  ^ 
they  were  in  pursuit  of  a ‘new  home.’)  Flaving,  at  last, 
arrived  at  a  beautiful  elevation  of  the  prairie,  and  surveyed  1 
on  every  hand  Nature  clad  in  her  most  attractive  attire,  the  j 
bright  sun  chasing  away  the  vapory  mist  of  the  morning,  | 
causing  the  flowers  to  display  their  variegated  hues,  and  the 
dew-drops  to  glisten  like  diamonds  on  the  grass,  and  far  in 
the  southeast,  the  high  woodlands  of  (now)  West  Point,  and 
in  the  distant  outline  of  the  azured  ' West,  the  green  forests  j  f 
that  skirt  the  meanderings  of  Little  Cedar, — Aaron  Street  ; 
returned  to  his  companion,  and  said,  “  Now  have  my  eyes  ! 
beheld  a  country  teeming  with  evexy  good  thing.  Its  forests  j 
abounding  with  fruits  and  wild  honey,  every  tree  and  flower  ‘ 
thereof  exhibiting  the  bounties  of  a  beneficent  hand.  Hither  j 
will  I  come  with  my  flocks  and  my  herds,  with  my  children  |  q 
and  my  children’s  children,  and  our  city  shall  be  called  Salem,  ;  g 
for  thus  was  the  city  of  our  fathers,  even  near  unto  the  sea-  j 
coast.”*  Now,  when  his  companion  heard  these  things,  and, 
on  examination,  assenting  thereto,  they,  of  one  accord,  re¬ 
turned  with  great  joy,  saying,  “  Hearken,  ye  people  of  Indi¬ 
ana,  ye  that  live  near  the  great  lakes,  and  ye  that  have  vine¬ 
yards  and  harvest-fields  near  unto  the  beautiful  Ohio,  verily 
we  have  seen  a  country  afar  off,  pleasing  unto  the  eye,  and 
abounding  with  every  good  thing.  Let  us  go  thither  and  plant 
our  vineyards  and  our  harvest-fields,  and  drive  thereto  our 
flocks  and  our  herds.” 

I  think  it  was  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  183 4, that  Aaron  Street 
the  founder  of  Salem,  (Iowa,)  first  crossed  the  Mississippi ! 
with  the  view  of  selecting  an  eligible  spot,  combining  the 
requsites  of  health,  excellence  of  soil,  &c.  whither  he  might 
be  instrumental  in  making  a  ‘  settlement  ’  of  Friends,  and 
truly  it  may  be  said  his  exertions  and  labors  have  been 


crowned  with  signal  success.  The  substance  of  the  prece¬ 
ding  paragraph,  the  venerable  old  gentleman  related  to  me 
this  last  summer,  (1840,)  with  my  own  version  or  style ,  how¬ 
ever.  Standing  near  his  house,  one  pleasant  morning,  he  j 
pointed  out  to  me  the  little  bunch  of  ‘  thickets,’  or  grove, 
where  they  1  camped  ’  for  the  night,  nearly  six  years  ago.  It 
seemed  to  be  a  pleasure  for  the  old  gentleman  to  refer  back 
to  that  eventful  period,  and  well  do  I  recollect  his  animated 
expression,  when  he  remarked,  “  I  got  up  early  the  next  morn¬ 
ing,  and  while - was  getting  breakfast,  I  went  to  look 

about.  I  came  to  this  very  spot,  and  looking  abroad  on  every 
hand,  I  said,  in  my  soliloquy,  this,  surely,  is  the  land.  At 
that  moment  my  determination  was  fixed  ;  ”  and  then  came 
a  long  detail  of  hardships  and  sacrifices  incident  to  the  first 
settlement  of  a  new  country. 

Since  that  eventful  period,  he  has  had  the  gratification  of 
seeing  settled  around  him,  well  toward  1,000  of  his  peculiar 
sect.  The  ‘  Friends  ’  have  three  meetings  within  a  circuit  of 
ten  or  fifteen  miles.  Spending  the  Sabbath,  1  first  day,’  there 
last  summer,  I  attending  meeting  in  company  with  my  vener¬ 
able  friend ;  there  were  more  than  300  in  attendance,  and  it 
was  estimated  rather  at  less  than  over  the  usual  number.  We 
had  an  excellent  discourse,  an  ‘  old-fashioned  Quaker  sermon.’ 
There,  too,  were  the  venerable  and  devout  old  patriarchs, 
ranged  along  the  ‘  high  seats,’  some  whose  whitened  locks 
told  of  threescore  years  ;  and  there,  too,  were  the  motherly- 
looking  matrons,  with  plain  caps  and  drab  bonnets,  sitting  in 
solemn  silence,  and  devoutly  waiting  upon  Him,  whom  they 
profess  to  worship  in  spirit  and  in  truth. 

But  this  may  be  all  ‘  Greek  ’  to  the  world,  and  as  I  am 
writing  for  Jew  and  Gentile,  I  must  leave  the  ‘  Friends  ’  at 
Salem  ;  yet,  it  is  pleasant,  in  this  heartless  world,  to  recur  to 
scenes  and  events  in  our  pathway  in  life  that  call  up  the  asso¬ 
ciations  of  childhood,  like  a  green  spot  in  memory’s  waste. 

Salem  is  an  incorporated  town,  and  contains  several  stores, 
one  hotel,  a  Postoffice,  Lyceum,  Primary  School,  and  a  large 
Friends’  meeting-house,  there  being  no  other  religious  denom¬ 
ination  in  the  place  ;  a  blacksmith,  one  wheelwright,  one  sad¬ 
dler,  several  carpenters,  and  numerous  other  mechanical 
branches,  two  physicians,  and  no  lawyers.  The  surrounding 
country  is  very  beautiful, and  its  population  is  rapidly  increasing. 

*It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that  the  father  of  the  present  Aaron 
Street  emigrated  from  Salem,  New- Jersey,  to  Salem,  Ohio ;  from  Ohio, 
father  and  son  came  and  built  up  Salem,  Indiana ;  from  Salem,  Indiana, 
the  subject  of  this  article  came  and  built  up  Salem,  Iowa.  When  this 
Street  family  shall  cease  to  build  up  Salems,  is  more  than  the  writer 
can  divine.  It  is  probable,  however,  that  some  future  generation  will 
find,  in  the  curve  of  some  beautiful  bay,  indenting  the  shore  of  the  vast 
Pacific,  another  city  of  Salem,  reared  up  by  the  posterity  of  Aaron 
Street. 

THE  GREAT  STATE  OF  IOWA.  pS 

*  Omaha,  Nebraska,,  June  3Wth,  1808. 

Editors  Evangelist:  I  remember  very  dis¬ 
tinctly  when  the  telegraph  line  was  first  com¬ 
pleted  to  the  Pacific.  I  also  remember  how 
very  frequently  that  line  used  to  get  out  of 
order.  When  this  happened  the  question  : 
was,  “Where  is  the  break  ?”  And  invari¬ 
ably  the  answer  was,  “At  Omaha.’'  Con¬ 
sequently  it  became  a  by- word  with  us  in 
San  Francisco  :  “  The  lightning  is  Omaka- 
ed.”  The  old  proverb,  “As  the  twig  is  bent 
the  tree’s  inclined,”  is  not  only  true  of  trees 
and  boys  and  girls,  &c.,  but  it  is  also  true  of 
Omaha,  for  hardly  anybody  comes  here  but 
is  detained  anywhere  from  ten  lmnr«  fn  oh. 
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indefinite  period.  Well,  that  is  what  is  the  u 
matter  with  me.  “I  am  Omaha-ed.”  I 
think,  however,  this  is  rather  fortunate,  on 
the  whole,  for  it  will  allow  me  a  little  time  I 
to  give  you  some  o£  my  impressions  while  ' 
crossing  the  great  State  of  Iowa. 

Iowa  is  about  midway  between  the  Atlan-  : 
tic  and  Pacific— near  the  centre  of  our  great 
country.  The  Mississippi  washes  its  eastern 
boundary,  and  the  Missouri  its  western. 
The  distance  across  the  State  by  the  line  of 
tbe  railroad  is  351  miles.  The  distance  f 
north  and  south  about  200  miles.  Tbe 
State  is  one  vast,  gently  swelling  prairie,  i 
This  great  State,  containing  the  finest  land 
the  sun  shines  upon,  is  threaded  by  many 
rivers  :  the  Desmoines,  Iowa,  Makoqueta, 
Turkey,  Upper  Iowa,  Skunk,  W’opsipinicon, 
and  all  the  banks  of  these  are  heavily  wrood- 
ed.  Between  them  there  is  very  little  tim¬ 
ber.  The  Desmoines,  a  fine  river,  passes 
through  the  State  from  the  northwest  to 
the  southeast.  The  soil  is  almost  uniform¬ 
ly  fertile.  At  this  date  corn  is  from  one 
and  a  half  to  three  feet  high,  wheat  and  all 
kinds  of  grain  two  and  three  feet  high. 
Great  fields  of  these  stretch  north  and  south 
from  the  road,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  see.  A 
great  deal  of  the  land  has  not  yet  been  culti¬ 
vated,  and  remains  just  as  it  was  ere  the 
white  man  took  possession  of  it.  On  these 
vast  commons,  if  I  may  so  call  them,  lilies 
and  prairie  flowers  grow  in  abundance,  and 
with  the  universal  green,  makes  a  scene  va¬ 
riegated  and  beautiful. 

Agriculture  is  the  great  productive  inter-  I 
est  of  the  State.  But  there  are  vast  miner¬ 
al  beds  of  lead,  zinc,  copper,  and  coal,  wdiicli 
have  scarcely  yet  commenced  to  be  develop¬ 
ed.  We  have  been  accustomed  to  sing  the 
praises  of  New  York,  Ohio,  and  Illinois,  but 
Iowa,  in  time,  will  rival  them  ;  not  perhaps 
in  great  cities,  but  in  its  inherent  richness 
of  soil  and  its  wonderful  possibilities. 

In  my  journey  to  the  Rocky. Mountains, 
Colorado,  as  our  Committee’s  missionary,  I 
stopped  at  Clinton,  on  the  Mississippi,  to 
keep  holy  the  Sabbath  day.  Of  course  my 
first  object  was  to  know  the  size  of  the  place, 
and  find  out  how  many  churches  if  contain¬ 
ed.  I  found  seven,  all  facing  the  public, 


r 


$ 


; 

jr 

.. 

■ 


sir 


iti 


square  except  one,  the  Episcopal.  On  one 
corner  is  the  Catholic,  on  another  the  Con¬ 
gregational,  on  another  the  Methodist,  on 
the  other  the  Presbyterian.  In  the  centre 
of  the  west  side  the  Baptist,  opposite  to  it 
on  the  east  the  colored.  From  any  one  of 
these  you  can  hear  the  preaching  and  the 
singing  of  the  others.  Clinton  has  about 
5000  inhabitants. 

We  started  from  this  place  at  Monday 
morning,  and  it  took  twenty-five  hours  to 
cress  the  State.  On  the  line  of  the  road 
there  are  fifty-six  stations.  At  almost  all  of 
these  you  can  see  the  church  spire  pointing; 
to  heaven.  The  towns  are  all  small  com-i 
paratively,  but  they  all  have  their  church 
denominations.  Wherever  civilization  plants 
its  foot  there  the  Church  of  Christ  is  plant¬ 
ed  contemporaneously.  The  great  West  is 
dotted  all  over  with  churches.  The  princi¬ 
pal  thing  in  almost  all  of  these  small  towns  is 
the  church.  And  let  us  pray  that  the  good 
work  of  planting  churches  may  go  on  until 
the  whole 'world  shall  be  full  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Christ. 

And  now,  Mr.  Editor,  permit  me  to  say, 
that  in  this  great  State  there  are  thousands 
of  homes  waiting  for  the  hand  of  honest  la¬ 
bor  to  cultivate  them.  Any  hard-working , 
industrious  family  taking  possession  of  one 
of  these  homes  could  make  themselves  rich 
in  ten  years.  Any  energetic  and  enthusias¬ 
tic  young  man,  by  patience  and  persever¬ 
ance,  could  rise  to  wealth  and  influence  in  a 
short  time. 

But  why  is  it  that  farmers  prefer  to  pick 
and  plow  the  bare  rocks  in  the  East  to  com¬ 
ing  out  West  and  becoming  the  wealthy  sons 
of  the  soil  ?  Why  is  it  that  young  men  hang 
abound  large  cities  begging  for  work,  and 
willing  to  put  up  with  the  smallest  salaries, 
when  they  might ‘be  the  principals  by  com¬ 
ing  out  into  a  new  country  ?  Why  is  it  that 
we  see  hundreds  of  idle  men  sitting  on  the 
wharves,  and  steps  of  stores  in  New  York 
city,  waiting  for  any  small  job,  when  they 
might  come  out  to  these  great  Pacific  roads 
and  get  their  two  dollars  a  day  and  feel  like 
a  king  ?  Why  is  it  that  there  is  such  a  fas¬ 
cination  in  the  large  Crowded  cities,  when 
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there  is  such  a  grand  domain  here  in  the 
West  to  be  developed,  and  where  energy  and 
talent  will  quickly  be  rewarded  ?  There  are 
several  answers  to  thes@>  questions. 

1,  There  are  many  esergetic  and  industri¬ 
ous  heads  of  families  who  would  like  to 
make  a  move  West,  but  it  takes  so  much 
time,  and  costs  so  much  money,  to  find  a 
settlement,  that  they  dare  not  undertake  it. 
Permit  me  to  suggest  ^plan  that  might  be 
pursued  to  advantage  ii^  such  cases.  Let 
there  be  homestead  agencies  established  in 
the  great  cities,  whose  business  should  be  to 
investigate  by  personal  observation  the  avail- 
aole  places  in  the  new  States  and  Territories, 
and  select  good  homes  for  such  people,  so 
that  they  rnigfet  have  nothing  to  do  but  pay 
the  agency  for  its  trouble,  pack  up,  and  start 
off  for  their  new  homes. 

2.  Others  are  afraid  to  launch  out  on  their 
own  responsibility,  fearing  they  will  come 
to  want.  They  do  not  like  to  leave  the 
“flesh-pots  of  Egypt.”  My  suggestion  to 
this  class  would  be,  Try  it  It  will  do  you 
good  to  come  to  want.  It  will  make  a  man 
of  you  to  go  ragged  for  awhile.  It  will  give 
you  human  sympathies  that  you  never  had 
before  to  be  cuffed  about  a  little.  Notice 
now  meek  and  harmless,  and  still  how  brave 
and  noble,  the  old  Western  pioneer  is  when 
he  returns  to  the  East.  Try  this  life  if  you 
are  not  comfortably  situated  in  the  East, 
and  my  word  for  it  you  will  do  well  if  you 
have  anything  in  you.  During  my  first  va¬ 
cation  in  the  Seminary,  I  took  a  brief  trip 
to  the  .Rocky  Mountains.  When  I  arrived 
in  Denver,  stranger  as  I  was,  I  was  offered 
the  following  places  :  1.  To%o  down  to  San¬ 
ta  Fe  as  chief  clerk  .and  salesman  in  one  of 
the  heaviest  grocery  stores  in  the  West.  2. 
To  be  head  clerk  in  a  large  queensware 
store  in  Denver.  3.  To  be  the  business 
agent  of  a  large  monopoly  of  grain  in  Den¬ 
ver.  4.  To  take  charge  of  a  wholesale 
liquor  store  in  Denver.  5.  To  be  a  clerk  in 
a  hotel.  6.  To  go  down  to  the  Arkansas  as 
a  business  agent.  7.  To  be  boss  of  a  bull 
train.  I  had  served  the  owner  several 
months  as  a  driver  and  he  knew  me.  I 
chose  to  take  none  of  these,  for  I  was  but  a 
seminary  student  seeking  health. 
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3.  Mothers  do  not  want  their  sons  to  be 
exposed  to  bad  influences.  They  want  them 
to  atay  at  home  and  be  good  members  of  the 
church.  Let  me  relate  an  incident  coming 
under  my  own  observation.  Oscar  Pope  was 
a  young  and  ardent  man,  and  could  not  en¬ 
dure  the  religious  influences  thrown  around 
him  in  his  pious  home  in  the  East.  His  mo¬ 
ther,  father,  sisters,  and  brothers  were  con¬ 
tinually  talking  to  him  about  being  a  Chris¬ 
tian.  He  became  disgusted  and  left  home, 
and  came  to  California.  I  became  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  him  as  soon  as  he  arrived.  I  was 
• 

unconverted.  Soon  God  called  me,  and  I 
became  a  Christian  and  joined  the  church. 
In  a  little  while  a  young  man,  a  friend  of 
both  of  us,  also  became  a  Christian  and 
joined  the  church.  Oscar  could  not  stand 
out,  and  he  also  became  a‘ Christian  and  join¬ 
ed  the  church.  A  short  time  after  this  he 
was  taken  sick,  and  died  a  triumphant  Chris¬ 
tian  death.  Mothers,  do  not  think  you  are 
going  to  make  your  sons  necessarily  Chris¬ 
tians  by  keeping  them  at  home.  Suffering 
and  absence  from  home  will  often  touch  the 
heart  and  bring  the  soul  to  Christ. 

And  now,  Mr.  Editor,  I  have  said  too 
much  already.  I  will  close  by  saying  what 
I  said  before  :  there  are  homes  for  thousands 
in  this  magnificent  domain  of  the  West. 

Albert  F.  Lyle. 
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The  first  sermon  from  a  Presbyterian 
minister,  in  Iowa,  was  preached  by  the 
Rev.  L.  G.  Bell,  who  has  recently  gone  to 
his  rest  and  his  reward.  “Father”  Bell, 
as  he  was  affectionately  and  familiarly 
called,  spent  his  life,  from  the  time  of  his 
first  sermon  in  the  State,  in  abundant 
ministerial  labours  within  its  bounds,  and 
died  quite,  recently,  while  on  a  kind  of 
apostolic  visitation  to  the  many  churches 
he  had  organized.  Our  church,  which 
early  occupied,  this  important  field,  and 
has  always  maintained  an  advanced  posi¬ 
tion  upon  it,  owes  much  to  the  faithful 
labours,  practical  good  sense,  and  wise 
counsels  of  Father  Bell — 'primus  inter 
pares.  Many  of  our  Iowa  churches  are 
his  enduring  monuments.  He  made  much 
of  our  history  in  Iowa.  Will  not  some 
competent  person  toll  us  how,  and  when  ? 

The  first  Presbyterian  church  organized.  | 
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m  lowa  was  that  of  West  Point.  It  wds 
organized  as  an  “  Old-school”  church,  and 
has  always  remained  such. 

The  first  ruling  elder  ordained  in  Iowa 
was  Colonel  William  Patterson,  formerly 
Qf  West  Point,  but  now,  ?;nd  for  many 
years  past,  an  active  and  faithful  elder  in 
the  Keokuk  church.  I  regret  that  I  have 
forgotten  the  year  when  the  West  Point 
Church  was  organized,  and  Colonel  Pat¬ 
terson  ordained. 

Previous  to  1840,  the  adjacent  Illinois 
Presbytery  of  Schuyler  seems  to  have 
spread  its  wings  over  the  Territory  of 
Iowa,  or  to  have  tried  to  do  so.  In  that 
year  our  first  Presbytery,  Iowa,  was 
formed  with  six  ministers.  Its  bounda¬ 
ries  were  the  Territory  after  which  it 
was  appropriately  named,  and  the  un¬ 
known  and  undefined  regions  beyond. 
The  new  Presbytery  formed  part  of  the 
Synod  of  Illinois. 

In  1848  the  Presbytery  of  Iowa  re¬ 
ported  12  ministers,  29  churches,  860 
communicants.  Its  roll  of  ministers  and 
licentiates  were  as  follows : — Solomon 
Cowles,  D.M. ;  Michael  Hummer,  S.S. ; 
L.  G.  Bell,  P.;  James  0.  Sharon,  P.;  f! 
A.  Pratt,  S.S. ;  George  S;  Rea,  S.S. ;  James 
Gallatin, F. ;  James  S.  Fullerton,  P. ;  John 
Hudson,  S.S. ;  Daniel  Heider,  D.M.  ; 
Enoch  Meade,  S.S. ;  and  T.  H.  Dinsmore, 
licentiate. 

Ot  these,  Mr..  Hudson  is  the  only  one 
at  present  engaged  in  pastoral  labour  in 
the  State.  Messrs.  Cowles  and  Fullerton 
are  infirm,  the  former  from  age,  and  the 
latter  from  disease  of  the  spine,  though 
both  preach  occasionally.  Mr.  Gallatin 
died  some  years  ago  in  Iowa,  and  Messrs. 
Bell  and  Sharon  during  the  last  summer. 
They  were  faithful  and  beloved  ministers 
of  the  gospel.  Mr.  Heider  lives  in  the 
State,  but  for  some  years  has  had  no. pas¬ 
toral  charge.  Mr.  Pratt  is  in  Minnesota, 
without  charge  at  present.  I  know  not 
what  became  of  Mr.  Rea,  who  for  a  short 
time  had  charge  of  the  Davenport  church. 
Mr.  Meade  soon  left  us,  and  joined  the 
Congregational  body.  Mr.  Dinsmore  is  a 
pastor  in  Missouri.  Mr.  Hummer,  whom 
many  of  your  readers  may  have  seen  or 
heard  of  years  ago,  was  a  strange  man, 
and  one  of  great,  but  sadly  perverted  ih- 
’  tellectual  ability.  After  an  apparent,  if 
not  real  apostacy,  and  a  discreditable 
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.career  as  a  spiritualist  and  a  prophet,  in  |  whereof  we  were  g  a  J  10 

'.the  early  part  of  which  he  was  suspended  ately,  “Father  .  e  was  pp 

by  his  Presbytery,  he  emigrated  to  Kan-  preach  the  opening  sermon,  * 

sas,  where,  with  his  sentence  of  suspension  discourse  waa  mam  Y  a.s  ,  q 

still  unrevoked,  he  is  a  minister  in  the  organization  and  progress  in  > 

New-school  bod}.  was  a  valuable  contribution  to  our  hi  - 

In  1848  our  roll  of  churches,  with  the  *tory,  M^memory  may 
number  of  members,  was  as  follows : 

Iowa  City,  75;  Washington,  24;  Fairfield, 

90;  Union,  58;  Oscaloosa,  18;  Davenport, 

32;  Spring  Creek  and  Round  Prairie,  89; 

West  Point  and  Centre,  93;  Bloomington, 

(Muscatine,)  39;  Shiloh,  49;  Keosauqua, 

75;  Madison,  14;  Columbus  City,  10;  Red 
Oak,  20;  Marion,  20;  Linn  Grove,  30; 

Edinburg,  12;  Lowell,  12;  Berlin,  15; 

Walnut  Creek,  19;  Andrew,  16;  Cascade, 

9;  Zion,  8;  Maison  Avenue,  10;  Burling¬ 
ton,  23. 

Your  Iowa  readers  will  see  that  twenty 
years  have  wrought  many  changes  in  the 
relative  strength  of  the  churches  of  the 
State.  The  first  has  become  last,  and 
the  last  first;  and  some  of  our  largest  and 
best  churches  had  no  existence  in  1848. 

After  passing  through  fiery  trials,  and 
becoming  almost  too  weak  to  breathe,  the  | 

Iowa  City  church,  under  the  pastorate  of 
the  Rev.  S.  M.  Osmond,  has  become  the 
largest  in  the  State,  and  now  reports  250 
members.  Our  second  largest  church, 

Mount  Pleasant,  with  239  members,  has 
been  organized  within  the  last  twenty 
years.  For  many  years  the  church  at 
Fairfield  was  the  largest  in  the  State, 
and  reported  over  200  members.  But  it 
has  frittered  away  its  strength,  and  lost 
its  crown  by  internal  dissensions  and 
strife,  and  it  now  reports  96  members — 
just  six  more  than  it  did  twenty  years 
ago.  The,  Davenport  church  has  in¬ 
creased  its  membership  from  32  to  185, 
and  many  others  have  gone  on  with  a 
steady  and  healthy  increase. 

In  1850  the  Presbytery  of  Iowa  was 
divided,  and  the  Presbytery  of  Cedar, 
embracing  the  northern  half  of  the  State, 
f  vas  organized  with  seven  members.  In 
1851  the  same  mother  Presbytery .  was 
further  diminished  by  the  organization  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Des  Moines  with  five 
members.  In  1852  the  Synod  of  Iowa 
was  organized.  It  was  a  season  of  great 
and  thankful  rejoicing  by  us  all  when  its 
first  meeting  was  held  in  Muscatine. 

The  Lord  had  done  great  things  for  us, 


I  am  confident  that  the  sermon  was  sub 
sequently  published,  at  the  request  of  the 
Synod,  and  that  for  many  years  I  had  a 
copy,  which  I  have  lost.  It  should  be 
reproduced,  and,  if  possible,  republished. 

In  1845 — five  years  after  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  our  first  Presbytery  in  Iowa— the 
Yew-school  Presbytery  of  Des  Moines  was  | 
constituted.  The  two  Presbyteries  of 
Keokuk  and  Iowa  City  were  organized  in 
1852,  and  the  Synod  of  Iowa  in  1853. 

Our  New-school  brethren  were  signally 
unfortunate  in  their  early  history  in  Iowa. 
Their  connection  with  the  American 
Home  Missionary  Society,  which,  previ¬ 
ous  to  ’37,  had  given  the  united  Church 
no  little  trouble,  proved  disastrous  to,  its 
denominational  interests.  In  42  oi  43, 
a  “missionary  band”  of  twelve  Congrega¬ 
tional  ministers  went  to  Iowa  from  An¬ 
dover,  under  the  patronage  of  that  So¬ 
ciety.  Nearly  all  of  them  took  charge  of 
New-school  churches  at  important  points, 
j  and  in  less  than  two  years  took  them  over 
to  the  Congregational  body.  It  was  a 
long  time  before  our  New-school  brethren 
recovered  from  this  unchristian  blow’,  if, 
indeed,  they  have  ever  recovered.  It  is 
certain  that  they  have  never  been  able  to 
re-occupy  some  of  the  important  points 
that  were  then  lost. 

In  1848  the  Old-school,  reported,  in 
Iowa,  1  Presbytery,  12  ministers  and 
licentiates,  29  churched,  860  communi- 
c&nts. 

In  1868  it  reports  2  Synods,  8  Presby¬ 
teries,  (and  part  of  another,)  114  minis¬ 
ters  and  licentiates,  169  churches,  8777 

communicants. 

Its  increase  during  the  last  twenty 
years  has  therefore  been  two  Synods, 
where  it  had  only  a  Presbytery;  in  Pres¬ 
byteries,  750  percent.;  in  ministers,  850 
per  cent.;  in  churches,  482  per  cent..;  m 
communicants,  921  per  cent.  . 

In  1848  the  New-school  had,  in  Iowa, 
1  Presbytery ;  7  ministers ;  15  churches ; 

475  communicants.  . 

In  1868  it  reports,  m  the  btate,  1 
Synod;  6  Presbyteries,  (and  part  of  an¬ 
other;)  62  ministers  and  licentiates;  64 


churches;  2975  communicants. 

Its  increase,  during  the  last  twenty 
years,  has  therefore  been  1  Synod,  where 
it  had  only  a  Presbytery;  in  Presbyte¬ 
ries,  550  per  cent.;  in  ministers,  786  "per 
cent. ;  in  churches,  326  per  cent. ;  in  com¬ 
municants,  526  per  cent. 

In  1848  our  Minutes  give  us,  in  Iowa, 
two  churches,  (Iowa  City  and  Mount 
j  Pleasant,)  with  more  than  200  members 
each;  twenty-two  churches  with  from  one 
to  two  hundred  members  each,  viz  : — Ma¬ 
rion,  104 ;  Davenport,  185 ;  Muscatine, 
139;  Cedar  Rapids,  134;  Dubuque,  Ger¬ 
man,  180;  Scotch  Grove,  107;  Dubuque 
First,  161;  Vinton,  162;  Washington, 
112;  Birmingham,  129;  Ottumwa,  121; 
Summit,  112;  First  Burlington,  159; 
Keokuk,  171 ;  Evangelical  St.  Peter’s, 
(German,)  108;  Round  Prairie,  100;  Fort 
Madison,  126;  Round  Grove,  102;  Coun¬ 
cil  Bluffs,  120;  Oscaloosa,  132;  Knox¬ 
ville,  190;  Albia,  133;  and  they  give  us 
forty,  churches  of  from  50  to  100  mem¬ 
bers  each. 

The  New-school  Minutes  of  ’48  report 
no  church,  in  Iowa,  of  200  members. 
They  report  seven  churches  of  from  1  to 
200  members  each,  viz: — Des  Moines 
Central,  116;  Winterset,  129;  Yellow 
Springs,  143;  Dubuque,  187;  Vinton, 
172;  Cedar  Rapids,  182 ;  Marshalltown, 
156 ;  and  they  give,  in  Iowa,  sixteen 
churches  of  from  50  to  100  members  each. 

The  Congregational  strength  in  Iowa, 
for  1868,  is  reported  as  follows: — Minis¬ 
ters,  139;  churches,  183;  communicants, 
8672. 

Let  us  tabulate  the  strength  of  the 
three  denominations,  as  found  in  official 
documents,  leaving  out,  as  we  have  done, 
such  portions  of  the  Old-school  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Missouri  River,  and  the  New- 
school  Presbytery  of  Omaha  as  lie  west 
of  the  Missouri  river. 

Ministers.  Churches.  Communicants. 

Old-school,  114  169  8777 

i  New-school,  62  64  2975 

Congregational,  139  183  8672 

Calvin. 
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Iowa  City,  Iowa,  Sept.  12,  1S63. 
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Messrs.  Editors — While  the  dog  star  has 
raged  I  have  maintained  an  enforced  but 
respectful  silence.  But  now,  when  its 
fierceness  has  abated,  and  a  little  extra  ex¬ 
ertion  become  possible,  I  resume  my  pen  to 
give  you  a  few  items  from  this  land  of  wide 
prairies  and  wordy  writers.  It  is  some¬ 
times  as  difficult  for  me  to  begin  as  to  con¬ 
clude  a  letter,  but  I  commence  this,  in 
which  I  propose  to  speak  exclusively  of  de¬ 
nominational  matters,  by  saying  that 


THE  PRESBYTERY  OF  CEDAR 
convened  in  this  city  on  the  evening  of  the 
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8th  inst.,  and  was  opened  with  a  sermon 
by  Rev.  Alexander  S.  Marshall,  of  Marion, 
from  1  Thess.  v.  21 :  “  Prove  all  things; 
hold  fast  that  which  is  good.”  I  write  no 
words  of  mere  compliment  when  I  say  that 
the  discourse  was  an  able  and  convincing 
defence  of  the  polity  and  principles  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  illustrated  in  her 
history  and  her  influences.  The  facts  were 
judiciously  selected  and  well  arranged,  and 
the  discourse  more  than  sustained  the  solid 
reputation  of  its  author.  Its  publication 
was  unanimously  requested — which  is  no 
common  compliment  out  here — and  the 
hope  was  informally  expressed,  that  it 
might  be  placed  among  the  permanent 
tracts  issued  by  the  Board  of  Publication. 

Of  the  seventeen  ministers  embraced  in 
the  Presbytery,  fourteen  were  present.  Of 
the  three  who  were  absent,  one  is  a  chap¬ 
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i  ffie  army,  cue  is  a  German,  unable 
guage,  and  another  is  with- 
toral  charge.  A  less  than  beg- 
;*  unt  jfH uling  elders  was  in  attetf  d- 
1  nis  constantly  recurring  fact  is  a 
fo  our  otherwise  reasonably  efficient 
church  i  They  should  be  compelled  to 
send  i  presentatives  to  our  church  courts, 
or  give  some  satisfactory  excuse  for  a  fail- 
re  *o  do  so.  Our  ruling  elders  ought  to 
of  informed  as  to  their  duty  in  this  matter, 
°"d  then  “ put  through,”  if  they  fail  to 
charge  it. 

No  matters  of  special  interest  were  be¬ 
fore  Presbytery,  and  its  business  was,  there¬ 
fore,  of  the  usual  routine  character.  A 
good  and  honoured  man  has  fallen  in  our 
Israel,  and  with  a  feeling  that  this  was 
something  more  than  a  mere  matter  of 
form,  Presbytery  adopted  a  suitable  minute 
in  view  of  the.death  of  Rev.  Charles  Cum¬ 
mins,  D  D.,  an  aged, ^venerable,  and  toil- 
worn  soldier,  who  has  laid  aside  his  armour 
and  received  his  crown.  He  was  for  many 
years  pastor  of  the  church  in  Florida, 
Orange  county,  N.  Y.,  and  was  “faithfui 
found  among  th'  faithless,”  in  the  fiery 
trials  of ’37  and  ’88.  Of  the  hundreds  ol 
your  Eistern  readers  who  knew  him  wel’Cn 

‘‘None  knew  him  bu.  .o  lo°a  him,  x' 
None  named  him  but  to  praise.” 


J  While  there  are,  doubtless,  within  our 
bounds  many  waste  places,  that  should  be 
occupied,  I  fear  that  unemployed  ministers, 
willing  to  assume  pastoral  charges,  must 
look  elsewhere.  Rev.  Jonathan  Osmond, 
recently  of  the  Presbytery  of  Luzerne, 
aving  consented  to  supply  two  or  three 
urches  in  the  vicinity  of  Iowa  city,  our 
^enty-six  churches  are  now  supplied,  with 
e  exception  of  two — the  church  at  De 
vitt  and  the  little  German  church  at  Heb¬ 
ron — which  it  is  feared  have  become  extinct. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  visit  these 
hurohes,  apply  restoratives,  if  signs  of  life 
,re  discovered;  hold  a  coroner’s  inquest 
.over  them,  if  they  are  found  dead,  and 
tnake  due  report  at  the  next  meeting  of 
Presbytery. 

Did  it  ever  occur,  Messrs.  Editors,  to 
"  any  of  your  congregation  that  this  little 
Presbytery  of  Cedar  looks  well  in  print; 
°that  generally  in  its  reports  it  has  figures 
"just  where  it  ought  to  have  them,  and  that 
those  figures  do  not  blush  when  you  look 
them  straight  in  the  face?  We  do  not  by 
any  means  put  on  airs,  and  consider  this  a 
model  Presbytery,  but  when  it  is  found  that 
only  three  Presbyteries  in  our  Church  con¬ 
tain  a  larger  proportion  of  churches  contri¬ 
buting  to  all  the  Boards,  we  do  not  consider 
ourselves  as  bad  as  those  who  do  not  do  as 
L  well.  We  intend  that,  next  year,  no  single 
,  blank  shali  be  found  in  our  reports,  where^ 

it  is  possible  to  get  a  figure,  the  column  for 
coloured  communicants  not  excepted. 

Our  Presbytery  held  an  “  interlocutory,” 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  us  to  compare 
views  upon  the  decision  of  the  last  Assem¬ 
bly  as  to  who  shall  vote  for  pastors — a  de¬ 
cision  which  does  not  seem  to  suit  your  ex¬ 
cellent  correspondent  from  “West  of  the 
Ambro.”  It  was  found  that,  while  the 
practice  of  our  churches  has  not  been  uni¬ 
form,  and  while  some  of  us  were  not  pleased 
with  the  decision  aforesaid,  it  met  the  cor¬ 
dial  approval  of  a  majority  of  Presbytery/ 
So  we  just  let  the  decision  of  the  Assembly 
stand  as  it  is,  for  the  present. 

Previous  to  1850,  the  Presbytery  of  Iowa 
embraced  the  whole  State,  and  formed  part 
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of  the  Synod  of  Illinois.  In  the  fall  of  that  it 
year  the  Presbytery  of  Cedar,  embracing 
the  northern  half  of  the  State,  was  set  off 
from  the  mother  Presbytery.  It  held  its 
first  meeting  at  Muscatine,  in  the  spring  of 
1851.  It  was  then  composed  of  thirteen 
churches,  and  the  following  ministers — 
John  Hudson,  James  D.  Mason,  James  S. 
Fullerton,  S.  H.  Hazard,  Enoch  Mead, 
Justus  T.  Umsted,  and  J.  L  Lyon.  The 
first  three  are  with  us  to  this  day;  Messrs. 
Mason  and  Hudson  are  actively  engaged  in 
the  good  work  of  the  ministry;  Mr.  Fuller¬ 
ton  has  been  laid  aside  by  a  long  and  pain-  ! 
ful  disease  of  the  spine;  Mr.  Hazard  fell  j 
asleep  some  years  ago,  while  a  member  of  ■ 
Presbytery.  After  remaining  with  us  a 
short  time,  Mr.  Mead  withdrew,  and  joined 
a  Congregational  Association.  Mr.  Umsted 
is  now  a  member  of  the  Presbytory  of  New 
Castle,  and  pastor  of  the  Fagg7s  Manor 
church.  Ill  health  soon  compelled  Mr. 
Lyon,  then  of  Dubuque,  to  cease  from  min¬ 
isterial  labour,  and  his  name  does  not  now 
appear  on  the  Minutes.  Mr.  David  W. 
Lyon,  now  of  Kansas  City,  was  then  a 
licentiate  of  this  Presbytery,  and  laboured 
in  Northern  Iowa.  Others  have  come  and 
gone,  and  now,  after  being  two  or  three 
times  divided,  the  Presbytery  of  Cedar  re¬ 
ports  18  ministers,  1  licentiate,  26  churches, 
and  1305  members.  Our  growth  within 
the  last  twelve  years  will  be  notioed  else¬ 
where.  * 

*  t ) ?  %} 

met  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  10th  | 
inst ,  at  this  place,  and,  in  the  absence  of 
the  last  Moderator,  was  opened  with  a  ser¬ 
mon  by  the  itev.  A.  A.  E  Taylor,  of  Du¬ 
buque,  from  Matt.  viii.  26.  Your  corres¬ 
pondent  11  Hawkeye,”  never  brings  unbeaten 
oil  into  the  sanctuary,  and,  on  this  occa¬ 
sion,  he  gave  U3  a  timely  discourse,  remind¬ 
ing  us  that  the  Lord  will  take  care  of  his 
Church  and  his  members.  The  Rev.  John 
Hudson  was  unanimously  chosen  Modera¬ 
tor.  I  know  that,  in  most  cases,  we  should 
be  thankful  for  small  favours,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  creditable  to  our  churches  that  but 
one  ruling  elder  was  present  from  the  Pres- 
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bytery  ff  Dubuque,  and  not  one  from  the 
Presbyteries  of  Toledo  and  Sioux  City. 
But  since  only  five  ministers  were  present 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Dubuque,  three 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Toledo,  and  none 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Sioux  City,  Synod 
could  not,  without  blushing,  censure  its 
ruling  c '  *  ;rs  for  non-atuendance.  Yet  it 
tried  t  >,  lo  so.  The  Presbytery  of  Sioux 
City  has  not  been  heard  from  for  several 
years.  t  exists,  I  apprehend,  only  in^ 
name  an  on  paper.  It  seems  an  oversight 
that  Synod  took  no  measures  to  ascertain 
its  true  ondition. 

i 

That  ve  are  a  remarkably  orderly  people 
out  here,  is  evinced  by  the  fact  that,  at  this 
meeting  Synod  had  its  first  judicial  case — 
an  appeal  of  the  Rev.  L  R  Lockwood  from 
the  decision  of  the  Presbytery  f  Dubuque,  ' 
suspending  him  from  the  work  the  min-  j 
istry  for  intemperance,  abuse  of  His  family, 
and  oth  r  unministerial  conduct.  S;nod 
unanimously  sustained  the  decision  of  Pres¬ 
bytery — a  painful,  but  necessary  dutv. 

Dr.  C.  0.  Waters  addressed  Sy  ,od  in 
behalf  of  the  col  portage  and  army  work 
of  our  Board  of  Publication.  Resolutions 
were  unanimously  adopted,  urging  churches, 
Sabbath-schools,  and  individuals,  to  make 
liberal  contributions  to  this  great  and  good 
work,  which  now,  more  than  ever  before, 
needs  money  and  prayer. 

A  flourishing  institution  of  learning, 
located  at  Hopkinton,  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Dubuque,  and  heretofore 
known  as  u  Bowen  Collegiate  Institute/7 
was  offered  to  Synod,  and  the  offer  was 
unanimously  accepted.  This  matter  de¬ 
mands  something  more  than  a  passing  no¬ 
tice.  “  Bowen  Collegiate  Institute77  has 
been  in  successful  operation  for  several 
years,  under  the  charge  of  ministers  in  our 
connection.  The  Rev.  Jerome  Allen  was 
its  former  Principal.  The  pastoral  charge 
of  the  rT^pkinton  church  making  his  re- 
aecess&ry,  he  has  been  succeeded 
Rev;  James  W.  McKean.  The 
is  new,  commodious, - and  judi- 
d  at  a  vleasaafc)  thriving, 
iccessihP  poi*  .  The  grounds 


i  r>  ~.~ 


Fil 


k 


! 

r> 


tiremf 
by  the 

buildiD  < 

ciousl 

health 


J 


are  pleasant  and  sufficiently  ample.  The 
Institution  is  already  self-sustaining.  At 
present  it  only  needs  sufficient  money  to 
purchase  a  bell  and  enclose  the  grounds. 
By  a  process  which  it  is  unnecessary  to 
explain  now,  three  persons  have  a  clear 
legal  title  to  the  grounds  and  building, 
and  the  property  was  by  them  generously 
offered  to  Synod,  free  of  all  encumbrance, 
upon  the  sole  condition  that  it  shall  revert 
to  the  grantors  upon  the  failure  of  Synod 
to  keep  up  the  Institution.  Trustees  were 
appointed  to  hold  the  property  in  trust  for 
the  present,  manage  the  Institution,  and 
report  what  further  legal  steps  are  neces¬ 
sary  in  the  premises.  This  is  a  most 
auspicious  beginning,  or  rather  rejaegin- 
ning.  Our  Alexander  College,  at  Du¬ 
buque,  died  of  the  financial  crash  of  ’57. 
Impecuniosity  was  what  ailed  it.  We  hope, 
in  the  light  of  our  past  experience,  and  by 
God’s  blessing,  to  now  build  up  a  Synodi¬ 
cal  institution  of  learning  which  shall  be  a 
credit  to  the  Church. 

A  “  free  conversation  upon  the  state  of 
religion  within  our  bounds/’  made  it  ap¬ 
parent  that  daring  the  past  year  three  or 
four  of  our  churches  have  been  visited, 
refreshed,  and  strengthened  by  the  gracious 
influences  of  the  Spirit;  almost  without  ex¬ 
ception  our  Sabbath-schools  and  prayer- 
meetings  are  well  sustained,  and  our 
churches  generally  maintain  their  ground 
— for  all  which  we  would  thank  God  and 
take  courage. 

When  first  organized,  in  1851,  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Cedar  embraced  the  territory  now 
occupied  by  the  Synod  of  Iowa.  It  had 
7  ministers,  1  licentiate,  13  churches,  and 
416  church  members.  Twelve  years  after, 
in  1863,  the  Presbytery  has  become  a  Sy¬ 
nod,  containing  48  ministers,  2  licentiates, 
83  churches,  and  3201  communicants.  To 
the  Triune  God  be  all  the  praise. 

1  know  this  letter  is  of  unconscionable 

length.  It  must  be  closed  now,  and  other 
!  matters  in  and  around  Iowa  city  must  be 
spoken  of  hereafter.  The  truth  is,  I  am, 
I  fear,  much  like  the  old  toper  who,  after 


drinking  a  quart  or  more  of  remarkably 
I  hard  cider,  assured  the  astonished  house¬ 
wife,  who  wondered  how  he  could  drink  so 
much  of  the  sour  stuff,  that  it  was  so  “hard” 
he  could  not  bite  it  (:ff  I  must  stop — but 
I  never  shall  unless  I  quit  talking. 

Calvin. 


THE  SYNOD  OF  IOWA./ <^3 

The  Synod  of  Iowa,  connected  with  the 
General  A  ssembly  which  last  met  in  Phila¬ 
delphia,  has  just  closed  its  annual  and  agree¬ 
able  session  at  Cedar  Falls,  the  extreme 
northwestern  point  of  present  railroad  com¬ 
munication,  and  one  hundred  miles  west  of 
•the  Mississippi  river.  This  place,  although 
only  about  ten  years  old,  is  now  a  town  of 
considerable  dimensions,  with  several  three 
story  brick  blocks  of  stores,  various  mills 
and  manufactories,  and  many  neat  and  tasty 
dwellings.  The  First  Presbyterian  Church 
edifice,  in  which  the  Synod  met,  is  an  ele¬ 
gant  and  commodious  building,  with  a  low¬ 
er  .story  and  a  minister’s  study,  having  an 
elevated  site,  and  a  neat  steeple^  comprising 
as  a  whole,  vrhat  an  Elder  of  our  Church 
once  called  the  elements  of  “monumental 
preaching.” 

The  attendance  was  small,  but  the  meet-  | 
ing  was  most  harmonious  in  spirit,  and  hap-  j 
py  in  devotional  exercises  and  sacramental  j 
services,  showing  that  the  Lord  can  spread 
his  table  in  the  wilderness,  as  this  place  so  1 
recently  was. 

;  .The  Rev.  Thorton  A.  Mills,  D.  D.,  of 
New  York,  Secretary  of  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly’s  Committee  on  Education,  by  his  genial 
presence,  and  fraternal  counsels,  preaching 
and  appeals,  contributed  much  to  the  pleas¬ 
ure  and  profit  ol  the  occasion,  as  a  corres¬ 
ponding  member. 

Rev.  Jesse  Guernsey,  of  Dubuque,  asdel- 
|  egate  from  the  -  Congregational  Association 
of  Iowa,  and  agent  of  the  American  Home  i 
Mission  Society,  tendered  the  friendly  salu¬ 
tations  of  the  Association,  to  which  the  j 
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Moderator  responded  with  fraternal  regards. 

Among  the  items  of  business  acted  upon, 
the  following  are  deemed  worthy  of  general 
publication,  as  indicated  by  extracts  from 
the  minutes  of  the  Synod : 

EDUCATION. 

The  Synod  of  Iowa,  having  enjoyed  the 
agreeable  presence .  of  Rev.  Thornton  A. 
Mills,  1).  T).,  the  Secretary  of  the  Assem¬ 
bly’s  Committee,  on  Education:  and  having 
heard  with  interest  his  full  and  favorable 
statements  of  progress  in  the  cause  of  min- 
isteral  education,  would,  therefore,  adopt  the 
following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved ,  That  it  be  recommended  to 
every  minister  of  the  Synod,  in  person  or 
by  another.,  to  have  the  subject  of  raising 
up  ministers  presented  to  the  congregation 
during  the  year  ;  and  to  see  that  a  collection 
be  made  for  the  General  Assembly’s  Com¬ 
mittee. 

2.  Resolved,  That  prayer  to  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest,  for  the  increase  of  laborers,  be 
earnestly  recommended  in  all  the  families, 
circles  of  prayer  and  pulpits  of  the  Synod. 

3.  Resolved ,  That  the  Church  of  Christ, 
of  our  connection-in  Iowa,  demands  a  large 
increase  of  ministers, reared  upon  the  ground, 
adapted  to  the  home  work,  in  this  State, 
containing  about  three-quarters  of  a  million 
of  enterprising  inhabitants,  which  popula¬ 
tion  is  constantly  <*>n  the  increase. 

4.  Resolved,,  Th'at  it  he  recommended  to 
all  the  Presbyteries  of  the  Synod  to.  engage 
in  this  work,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  ‘‘Education  Manual  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.’  ’ 

HOME  MISSIONS. 

An  overture  on  Home  Missions  being  re¬ 
ceived,  it  was  resolved  to  employ  a  Synodi¬ 
cal  Missionary*  to  limit  his  salary  to  six 
hundred  dollars  a  year,  with  his  necessary 
expenses  paid  ;  and  one  half  of  this  amount 
to  be  assumed  by  the  Synod,  provided  that 
it  can  be  volunfarily  raised.  Thereupon,  the 
whole  subject  of  a  Synodical  Missionary  was 
referred  to  the  following  committee,  namely; 
Rev.  Calvin  W a  ter  bury,  Rev.-  H.  L.  Stan¬ 
ley,  Rev.  Moses  Robinson.  Rev,  Abner  D 
Chapman,  and  Edwin  Brown,  Elder. 


■BENEVOLENT  OBJECTS. 

An  overture  was  adopted  on  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  benevolent  objects,  ns  a  standing 
order  ;  and  the  time  and  persons  for  open¬ 
ing  the  discussion  at  the  next  Synod  were 
appointed  ns  follows,  to  wit:  Friday,  at  10 
o’clock  a.  m.,  for  Education,  the  Rev.  James 
Knox  and  Rev.  Geo.  D.  Young,  to  open 
that  subject ;  Friday  at  4  o’clock  P.  M.,  for 
Publication,  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Stanley  and 
Rev.  Geo.  E.  W.  Leonard,  to  open  that  sub¬ 
ject;  Saturday,  at  10 o’clock  A.  M.,  for  Home 
Missions,  the  Rev.  Nelson  C.  Robinson  and 
Rev.  Calvin  Yf aterhury,  to  open  this  sub¬ 
ject;  Saturday,  at  4  o’clock  p.  M  ,  for  For¬ 
eign  Missions,  Rev.  George  Carroll  and  Rev. 
Abner  1).  Chapman,  to  open  that  subject — 
the  addresses  to  be  limited  to  twenty  min¬ 
utes. 

NARRATIVE  OP  THE  STATE  OF  RELIGION. 

Among  other  items  embraced,  including 
awakenings  at  Des  Moines,  Wyoming,  Clar¬ 
ence  and  Pleasant  Prairie,  with  individual 
conversions  at  Iowa  City  and  other  places 
under  our  ministry,  the  committee  add  : 

'“We  cannot  Conclude  this  report  without 
a  brief  reference.  Y,  an  interesting  letter  re¬ 
ceived  from  one  of  the  members  of  the  Sy¬ 
nod,  Rev.  Charles  A.  Williams,  laboring  as 
United  States  Chaplain  in  the  hospital  at 
Keokuk.  He  speaks  of  the  privilege  of 
abundance  of  labor,  of  success  and  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  God,  calling  for  our  interest,  our  sym¬ 
pathy,  gratitude  and  prayer.” 

THE  PRESS. 

An  overture  from  Iowa  City  Presbytery, 
lespecting  the  Presbytery  Reporter,  was  an 
swered  by  the  Synod,  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  hereby  cordial¬ 
ly  recommend  to  all  their  Churches,  the 
Presbytery  ■Reporter,  conducted  expressly  for 
the  Churches  of  our  denomination  in  the 
West,  by  the  Rev.  A.  T.  Norton,  of  Alton, 
Ill  ,  District  Secretary  of  the  Home  Mis¬ 
sionary  Committee  of  our  General  Assem¬ 
bly. 

‘ Resolved,  Further,  that  it  is  the  sense  ot 
this  Synod,  that  the  interests  of  our  denom¬ 
ination  require  the  issuing  of  such  a  period- 


ioal  as  is  suggested  on  page  200  of  the  As- 
I  iiemhly  s  minutes,  and  urgently  request  its 
7  immediate  publication. 

TI^rE  AND  PLACE  OF  THE  NEXT  MEETING. 

I  ne  time  of  the  next,  stated  meeting,  as  a 
standing  order,  was  changed* to  the  second 
Thursday  oi  Sept  ,  at  7J  o'clock  p.  m.  ;  and  ! 
the  place  appointed,  in  the  First  Presby-  i 
terian  Church  of  Newton. 

CONCLUDING  RESOLUTIONS  OF  THANKS. 

Resolved,  That  the  special  thanks  of  the 
Synod  of  Iowa  be  tendered  to  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  of  Cedar  Falls  and  their  Pas-  I 
tor,  ro  the  Choir  and  the  community  at  large 
by  whose  kindness  and  hospitality,  the  so- 
jomm  of  the  Synod,  during  all  its  sessions 
have  been  rendered  so  pleasant.  And  fur¬ 
ther.  1 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Synod  I 
of  Jowa  be  offered  to  the  Dubuque  and  Si¬ 
oux  City  R.  R.  Company  for  return  fare  free 
to  the  members  of  the  Synod  and  their 
wives,  and  others  in  attendance;  to  the 
j  Northren  Line  Packet  Company ;  to  the 
Chicago,  Iowa  and  Nebraska  R.  R.  Com¬ 
pany  ;  to  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  R.  R. 
Company ,  and  to  the  VYestern  Stage  Com- 1 
pany,  for  half  fare  on  their  respective  routes.  I 
By  order  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa. 

Saml.  Storks  Howe,  Stated  Cleric . 

Iowa  City,  Sept.  9,  1863. 

[For  The  Evangelist. 

BUILDING  THE  HOUSE  OF  THE  LORD. 

Clermont,  Iowa,  Oct.  14th,  1863. 

Messrs.  Editors :  Your  correspondent  E. 
K.,  in  The  Evangelist  of  Oct.  8th,  on 
“  Making  a  Will,”  has  undoubtedly  express¬ 
ed  the  views  of  many  of  your  readers,  both 
East  and  West,  especially  in  the  last  para¬ 
graph  on  aiding  feeble  Churches  at  the 
i  West  in  building  houses  of  worship. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Clermont, 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  have  just  completed 
their  house,  which  could  not  have  been 
built  at  present,  if  for  a  long  time  to  come,  i 
had  it  not  been  for  such  aid  as  your  corre-  j 
spondent  recommends. 

Clermont  is  a  very  pleasant  village  of 
three  or  four  hundred  inhabitants,  beauti¬ 
fully  situated  on  Turkey  river,  in  one  of  the  || 
finest  and  most  healthy  portions  of  this 


? 

Western  country. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  here  was  formed 
about  four  year8  ago,  and  now  numbers 
eighteen  members.  These  mostly  reside 
in  the  vicinity.  The  congregation  averages 
one  hundred  or  more.  About  a  year  since 
they  commenced  in  earnest  to  build  a  house 
of  worship,  having  previously  laid  the  found¬ 
ation  and  collected  some  materials  for  the 
superstructure.  The  year  has  been  one  to 
them  of  great  and  persevering  effort.  They 
have  struggled  hard  for  the  accomplishment 
of  the  work,  and  the  Lord  lias  crowned 
their  labor  with  success.  The  house  is  for¬ 
ty  by  fifty-seven,  of  brick,  well  built  and 
neatly  finished.  It  is  an  ornament  to  the 
place,  and  we  trust  will  be  a  great  and  last¬ 
ing  benefit  to  the  Church  and  community, 
being  the  only  Protestant  house  of  worship 
in  the  town. 

The  Dedication. 

This,  as  you  may  well  imagine,  was  an 
occasion  of  very  unusual  interest  in  this 
place  and  vicinity.  The  people,  not  only 
in  the  village,  but  also  in  the  surrounding 
country,  had  witnessed  with  much  pleasure 
the  progress  of  the  work,  and  many  had 
participated,  according  to  their  limited 
means,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  enterprise. 
And  they  came  together  on  this  occasion, 
some  from  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  and  the 
house  was  well  filled  with  an  interested  and 
attentive  audience.  We  had  expected  al¬ 
most  until  the  last,  some  members  of  our 
Presbytery  to  officiate.  But  we  were  disap¬ 
pointed.  Bro.  Holmes,  I  suppose,  was  in 
vour  city  soliciting  aid  for  his  own  Church. 
Bro.  Newbury  had  just  buried  his  wife. 
And  others  could  not  coma  But  the  Lord 
was  with  us. 

It  had  been  the  purpose  of  the  Trustees, 
that,  if  it  were  possible,  the  Church  should 
not  become  involved  in  debt.  But  when 
the  house  was  finished,  it  was  'found  that 
the  expenditures  had  exceeded  their  means 
two  hundred  dollars.  They  were  in  debt  to 
this  amount  and  had  nothing  to  pay.  What 
should  be  done  ?  Most  or  all  of  the  Society 
had  already  done  all  they  thought  they 
could,  for  the  object.  But  a  statement  of 


the  facts  in  the  case  was  made  at  the  dedi¬ 
cation,  and  the  two  hundred  dollars  were 
promptly  raised.  Such  another  contribution 
has  never  been  made  in  this  community. 
It  was  the  Lord’s  doing,  and  marvellous  in 
our  eyes.  And  it  is  by  no  means  the  first 
instance  in  which  He  has  providentially  and 
wonderfully  favored  the  enterprise.  Would 
that  our  Home  Missionary  friends — those 
who  have  assisted  this  people  in  the  sup¬ 
port  of  their  minister  and  in  the  erection  of 
this  house  of  worship — might  have  been 
present  on  the  occasion,  and  seen  what  we 
saw  of  the  fruit  of  their  benevolence.  In 
the  good  providence  of  God,  we  trust  some¬ 
thing,  nay  much ,  has  been  effected  in  laying 
permanently  the  foundations  of  Christian 
institutions. 

Acknowledgments. 

We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following 
sums  received  from  friends  abroad,  in  aid  of 
our  Church  enterprise  : 

From  Mr.  Adam  Larrabee,  of  Windham, 
Conn.,  $50;  Friends  at  Chicago,  $80;  Free¬ 
port,  $20;  Galena,  $21;  A  Lady  of  the  Third 
Presbyterian  Church,  Pittsburgh,  $150; 
Others  of  the  same  Church,  $50;  Hon.  Gen. 

Williams,  Norwich,  Conn.,  $10;  Miss - , 

of  Phelps,  N.  Y.,  $5. 

Our  Wants. 

We  have  provided  for  the  payment  of  all 
debts  against  the  Church  save  the  loan  from 
our  Church  Erection  Committee.  And  we 
propose  renting  the  slips  as  far  as  we  are 
able,  to  create  a  sinking  fund  to  pay  the 
loan.  But  we  have  nothing  left  to  furnish 
the  house.  We  want  a  sofa  for  the  desk,  a 
communion  table  and  service,  chairs,  a  stove 
and  pipe  for  warming  the  house,  and  a  bell. 
But  our  people  are  poor,  they  have  done 
well  in  building  the  house,  and  their  means 
for  the  present  are  well  nigh  exhausted.  If, 
under  these  circumstances,  any  of  our 
friends  at  the  East  can  render  us  any  assist¬ 
ance  in  procuring  the  necessary  furniture 
for  our  house  of  worship,  it  will  be  very 
gratefully  received  and  acknowledged. 
Yours  truly,  Chakles  R.  French, 

Stated  Supply  Presbyterian  Church,  Clermont. 


[OORBESPONDBNCE  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

/  if  (#3  ~  , 

Messrs.  Editors— The  Mississippi  and 
Missouri  Railroad  is  how  extended  sixty- 
seven  miles  westward  from  Iowa  City  to 
Grinnell,  which  may,  at  some  period  in  the 
future,  also  become  a  western  city.  Let  us 
pass  over  the  road,  and  see  whatever  may 
be  seen.  It  is  a  bright  and  pleasant  Octo¬ 
ber  day,  neither  too  cold  nor  too  warm,  the 
track  is  free  from  dust,  and  every  thing  is 
favourable  for  a  pleasant  jaunt.  Our 
prairies  are  still  attractive  and  pleasant  to 
behold.  True,  the  too  early  frosts  have 
come,  and  nearly  all  the  flowers  have  faded, 
reminding  us  that  our  frost  will  some  day 
come,  and  that  “we  all  do  fade  as  a  leaf;” 
yet  the  summer-green  still  lingers  upon 
the  wide-stretching  landscape,  and  the 
forest  leaves  wear  those  gorgeous  tints 
which  are  the  result  of  the  nipping  xrost, 
and  are  far  more  beautiful  than  the  deep 
green  of  solstilial  heats.  If  this  be,  as 
perhaps  it  is  not,  your  first  ride  by  day¬ 
light  across  our  western  prairies,  you  will 
see  much  to  interest  and  please  you.  You 
may  not  find  a  superabundance  of  people, 
cultivated  fields,  and  thriving  villages,  but 
you  will  find  these,  and  see  where  more  of 
them  ought  to  be,  and  will  be,  in  a  few 
short  years. 

Leaving  Iowa  City,  we  are  whirled 
rapidly  along  for  twenty-seven  miles,  over 
one  of  the  richest  countries  and  agreeably 
diversified  landscapes  that  human  eye  ever 
rested  upon,  to 

HOMESTEAD. 

This  place  is  significantly  named.  It 
is  one  of  seven  villages  which  are  owned 
by  the  Amana  Society,  a  German  colony 
which  settled  here  several  years  ago,  upon 
twenty  thousand  contiguous  acres  of  the 
best  land  in  Iowa.  That  these  men  are 
successful  agriculturists,  their  clean  fields, 
high  and  strong  fences,  and  bounteous 
crops,  sufficiently  attest.  Evidently  they 
know  how  to  do  the  right  thing  at  the 

right  time — and  do  it. 

T  have  called  the  men  of  this  colony 
industrious  and  successful  cultivators.  I 


beg  pardon  of  the  women,  and  will  include 
them  in  a  separate  paragraph,  unless  it  can 
be  understood,  without  offence,  that  they 
are  the  larger  and  better  half  of  the  man, 
and  that  both  halves  of  him — if  he  is  half — 
work  together,  and  side  by  side,  in  the 
same  field.  Twenty  of  these  halves,  or 
thirds  of  man,  were  recently  seen  at  work 
in  one  carrot-patch,  and  they  do  not  con¬ 
sider  most  kinds  cf  out-door  labour  beneath 
or  above  them.  Doubtless  the  other  and 
worse  half,  or  third,  appreciates  such  “ef¬ 
fectual  working  in  the  measure  of  every 
part.,;  This  Society  is  said  to  possess 
seven  hundred  head  of  cattle,  twelve  thou¬ 
sand  sheep,  a  large  number  of  horses,  and 
to  have,  at  present,  twenty-five  hundred 
acres  of  choice  land  under  thorough  culti¬ 
vation.  It  is  a  kind  of  joint-stock  opera¬ 
tion,  of  the  character  and  provisions  of 
which  I  know  nothing,  except  that,  unlike 
most  associations  of  the  kind,  it  seems  to 
have  stood  the  test  of  time,  and  to  be  work¬ 
ing  satisfactorily.  Its  looation  on  the  banks 
of  the  Iowa  river  affords  facilities  for  manu¬ 
facturing  which  have  been  largely  improved. 
A  good  flouring  and  saw-mill,  and  a  large 
woollen  manufactory,  are  in  successful  ope¬ 
ration.  In  the  latter,  twelve  looms — nine 
narrow,  and  three  for  weaving  broadcloths — 
are  constantly  turning  out  fabrics,  whioh, 
for  fineness  and  durability,  are  equal  to  the 
products  of  our  eastern  looms.  This  factory 
will,  this  season,  work  up  six  thousand 
bales  of  wool.  The  Society  numbers  about 
eight  hundred  members,  and  is  governed 
by  trustees,  who  are  eleoted  by  all  its  male 
members.  These  persons  do  not  adopt  our 
American  modes  and  habits.  They  live  as 
they  did  in  Germany — and  perhaps  a  little 
more  so.  They  are  distinctively  foreigners. 
They  build  their  houses  without  front-doors, ' 
the  only  door  being  in  the  back  part  of  the 
house.  Rich  and  poor,  master  and  ser¬ 
vant,  wood,  water,  and  visitors,  must  there¬ 
fore  enter  by  the  same  door.  They  have  a 
large  church,  in  which  two  services  are 
held  upon  the  Sabbath,  and  prayer-meet¬ 
ings  during  the  week.  In  their  religious 
opinions  they  are  a  unit.  It  is  not  easy  to 
ascertain  to  what  religious  denomination 
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they  belong.  They  call  themselves  .Protest¬ 
ants,  and  seem  to  be,  and  prob^  >ly  are 
Lutherans.  They  certainly  are  a  moral, 
industrious,  thriving,  and  I  believe  a  truly 
pious  people,  with  whom  the  passing  tra¬ 
veller  can  spend  a  few  hours  very  plea¬ 
santly. 

A  few  miles  further  on,  passing  through 
a  pleasant  and  settled  country  of  rolling 
prairie,  and  near  the  timber  which  skirts 
the  banks  of  the  Iowa  river,  we  come  to 

MARENGO, 

an  inconsiderable  town,  which  was  discov¬ 
ered  when  the  railroad  passed  this  way. 
Its  human  population  is  perhaps  one  thou¬ 
sand.  The  census  of  its  insect  population 
has  never  been  taken,  or,  if  taken,  has 
never  been  reported.  I  doubt  if  the  job 
lies  within  the  compass  of  human  effort. 
Located  on  tjie  low  bottom  land  of  the  Iowa 
river,  the  town  is  sometimes  under  water, 
and  sometimes  not.  The  principal  produc¬ 
tions  of  the  place  seem  to  be  mud,  fleas, 
and  bedbugs.  Unrivalled  specimens  of 
these  insects  may  be  readily  obtained  in 
their  season  by  any  enterprising  entomolo¬ 
gist.  There  is  a  Methodist,  and  there  is 
also,  I  believe,  a  New-school  Presbyterian 
church  here,  and  doubtless  if  one  were  to 
remain  in  Marengo  over  the  Sabbath — and 
perhaps  every  Christian  traveller  ought  to 
do  so — he  would  find  a  few  worthy  and 
pious  people,  who  would  give  him  more 
pleasant  recollections  of  his  visit  to  the 
town.  I  hope  Christianity  may  do  much 
for  the  place. 

About  thirty-five  miles  west  of  Marengo, 
after  passing  the  inconsiderable  railway 
stations  of  Victor  and  Brooklyn — the  lat¬ 
ter  of  which  is  not,  like  its  eastern  name¬ 
sake,  a  city  of  churches — we  came  to 

GRINNELL, 

a  town  of  about  eighteen  hundred  inhabi¬ 
tants,  in  the  north-western  part  of  Powe- 
shcek  county.  Before  seeing  it,  I  had 
heard  much  of  Grinnell,  and  knowing  it  to 
be  the  religious  and  commercial  centre  of  a 
New  England  colony,  which  a  few  years 
ago  purchased  here  a  large  tract  of  land, 
and  settled  upon  its  purchase,  I  expected 


to  find  it  a  thriving  and  pleasant  New  Eng- 
land  village  of  clean,  white  houses,  fur¬ 
nished  with  green  blindc,  and  standing 
hack  from  the  dusty  street,  embowered  in 
lilacs,  rose-bushes,  and  honey-suckics.  But 
it  lacks  much  of  being  what  my  fancy  had 
painted  it.  One  would  hardly  think  the 
village  emigrated  from  the  hills  of  New 
England,  or  any  other  place  in  particular. 

It  is  a  stragglmg'  town,  situated  on  a  bleak, 
open  prairie;  the  houses  lack  paint  and 
shrubbery,  and,  though  the  railroad  has 
just  reached  it,  the  town  looks  as  if  it  had 
fallen  into  a  rapid  decline.  I  can  scarcely 
account  for  this,  for  our  cousins  east  of  the 
Hudson  do  not  generally  do  business  in 
that  style.  Grinnell  seems  to  have  but  few 
fine  residences.  The  original  colony  hav¬ 
ing  been  Congregationalists,  of  course  Con¬ 
gregationalism  is  largely  in  the  ascendency. 
Iowa  College,  an  institution  started  many 
years  ago,  and  fostered  hitherto  by  Iowa 
Congregationalists,  was  removed  to  this 
place  from  Davenport  a  few  years  since, 
and  is  now  permanently  “homed”  in  a 
really  fine  and  substantial  building.  The 
institution  may  have  suffered  somewhat 
from  a  change  to  what  was  then  an  inac¬ 
cessible  location,  but  I  am  glad  to  learn, 
that,  with  an  efficient  corps  of  teachers,  it 
is  doing  well.  It  is,  I  believe,  only  par¬ 
tially  endowed.  The  originator  and  leader 
of  this  colony  was  J.  B.  Grinnell — Hon. 
or  Rev.,  as  you  please — who  was  for  several 
years  pastor  of  the  church  here — was  a 
New  England  pastor  before  emigrating — 
has  been  &  prominent  member  of  our  State 
Legislature  and  a  travelling  agent  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  and  will  be  a  member 
of  the  present  Congress,  if  the  next  House 
of  Representatives  considers  our  soldiers’ 
vote  legal.  He  is  also  an  extensive  far¬ 
mer,  he  owns  large  herds  of  sheep,  is  a 
railroad  director,  and  is,  in  short,  the  very 
life  of  the  colony.  I  doubt  not  that  his 
energy  and  business  talents  have  greatly 
benefitted  this  section  of  the  State.  A  large 
proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  Grinnell 
live  “  in  town,”  and  have  their  farms  in 
what  is  called,  by  way  of  distinction,  “  the 
country.”  How  the  plan  works,  it  does 
I  not  perhaps  become  me  to  say.  I  should 
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judge,  however,  that  it  operates  injuriously 

to  bath  “town”  and  country. 

Large  herds  of  sheep  have  been  intro¬ 
duced  into  this  section  of  Iowa  within  the 
last  few  years.  With  sufficient  protection 
against  our  cold  winds  in  winter  and 
spring -just  what  they  require  every 
where,  and  no  more  — they  are  found 
to  thrive  uncommonly  well  upon  our 
prairies.  Sheep  and  wool  always  com¬ 
mand  remunerative  prices,  and  supersed¬ 
ing,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  wheat  crop, 
too  often  uncertain,  sheep-raising  is  last 
beooming  a  favourite  employment  with  our 

farmers.  , 

Thus  far  our  ride  to  day  has  been 

through  a  country  surpassed  by  none  in 
its  agricultural  resources.  It  needs  men, 
women,  children,  school-houses,  churches, 

and  ministers,  to  develope  the  hidden  and 
boundless  wealth  of  its  virgin  prairie  soil, 
to  disseminate  the  elevating  influences  of 
the  gospel,  and  enable  our  young  State  to 
stand  proudly  among  her  peers.  All  tnese, 

we  hope,  it  will  have  ere  long. 

In  my  next,  I  hope  to  take  my  readers 
to  the  capital  of  the  State,  on  the  banks  ot 
the  Des  Moines,  and  leave  them^^‘N 

[CORRESPONDENCE  OP  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

Messrs.  Editors— Variety  gives  zest  to  a 
-stage-coach  ride,  as  it  does  to  all  things 
else.  After  a  pleasant  day  and  a  brilliant 
sunset — suoh  an  autumnal  sunset  as  is  wit¬ 
nessed  only  on  our  western  prairies-we 
were  left  to  finish  our  journey  to  Les 
Moines  by  night.  Yet  that  night  was 
just  such  as  we  would  have  chosen  from 
the  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  that  nl 
the  year.  The  air  seemed  exactly  attem¬ 
pered  to  our  comfort,  a  pleasant  breeze 
swept  over  the  prairie,  and  a  fu.l-orbed 
moon,  riding  peerlessly  through  an  qn- | 
clouded  sky,  flooded  the  landscape  with  a 
bright,  yet  soft  and  mellow  light.  In  tact, 
as  was  remarked  by  one  who  evidently  had 
but  little  music  in  his  soul,  the  mg  was 
uvery  mooney.” 

A  ride  of  thirty-five  miles  from  Newton 
brings  us  to 
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DES  MOINES, 

the  capital  of  the  Stafo.  Lest  we  give  un¬ 
pardonable  offence,  we  must  speak  of  this 
place  as  a  city — a  western  city,  we  mean. 
It  is  pleasantly  situated  on  the  western 
bank  of  the  Des  Moines  river.  A  “  relia¬ 
ble  informant”  says  the  population  is  five 
thousand.  The  business  and  population  of 
the  city  are  rapidly  increasing.  Rents  are 
enormously  high  and  houses  are  scarce. 
The  result  is  that  a  large  number  of  build¬ 
ings  are  erected  every  season.  Next  sum¬ 
mer  the  locomotive,  with  its  “cow-catcher” 
pointing  west,  will  cross  the  Des  Moines, 
and  snort  triumphantly  in  the  streets  of 
the  capital;  and  then,  one  of  their  fondest 
hopes  being  realized,  the  oldest  and  the 
youngest  inhabitant  will  rejoice  tog-ether, 
and  the  city  will  put  on  holiday  attire. 

For  nearly  twenty  years  I  have  heard 
the  valley  of  the  Das  Moines  extolled  as 
the  most  fertile  and  beautiful  portion  of 
our  unrivalled  State.  It  more  than  de¬ 
serves  all  the  complimentary  words  that 
have  been  bestowed  upon  it.  I  do  not 
suppose  the  original  Garden  of  Eden  was 
in  this  valley,  yet,  so  far  as  external  ap¬ 
pearances  go,  the  argument  in  support  of 
such  ,  a  theory  is  as  strong  as  that  which 
'sustains  any  other.  Inexhaustible  supplies 
of  excellent  cbai  are  found  here,  and  the 
mineral  and  agricultural  resources  of  the 
valiey  will,  ere  long,  be  developed  by  the 
extension  of  the  railroad  now  completed, 
and  in  operation  from  Keokuk  to  Eddy- 
ville,  and  also  by  the  extension  of  the  roads 
from  Oedar  Ripids  and  Grinnell.  When 
all  this  is  done — -when  this  valley  is  filled 
with  an  industrious,  moral,  and  God-fear¬ 
ing  population,  and  with  school  houses  and 
churches,  it  will  be  indeed  a  delightsome 
land. 

What  a  wonderful  thing  is  that  little 
wire  that  seems  a  thread  stretched  against 
the  azure  skyl  We  have  become  so  fa¬ 
miliar  with  the  daily  marvels  it  produces, 
that  we  have  ceased  to  think  of  them  at  all, 
or  have  come  to  regard  them  with  indiffer¬ 
ence.  Yet,  after  all,  it  is  marvellous ;  and 
when  we  think  of  it  for  five  minutes  the 
thought  is  overwhelming,  that  that  slender 


wire  stretches  across  th8  continent  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific — aye,  will  soon 
belt  the  globe — and  that  along  it,  at  this 
very  moment,  flash  with  the  speed  of 
thought,  messages  between  San  Francisco 
and  New  York.  We  can  even. see  the  wire 
vibrating  under  the  weight  of  some  mo¬ 
mentous  intelligence.  In  no  other  achieve¬ 
ment  of  his  genius  has  man  so  fully  attested 
the  divinity  of  his  origin,  and  proved  him-  j 
self  the  possessor  of  a  soul  “immortal  as  its 
sire.” 

In  Des  Moines,  as  is  too  often  the  case 
in  our  large  western  towns,  the  masses  are 
untouched  by  the  influences  of  the  gospel 
leaven.  Hundreds,  perhaps  thousands, 
never  cross  the  threshold  of  a  churoh,  and 
never  hear  a  gospel  sermon.  They  are 
heathen  in  a  land  of  Bibles,  and  in  the 
very  shadows  of  our  churches.  Can  no¬ 
thing  be  done  to  reach  and  reclaim  them  ? 
Must  they  be  left  without  an  effort  for 
their  salvation?  How  the  plan  would 
work,  I  know  not,  but  I  have  wished  for 
years  that,  in  our  larger  towns,  we  could 
have  on  the  Sabbath  street-preaching,  or 
preaching  in  some  of  our  public  halls,  at  a 
suitable  hour.  Is  not  the  plan  worth.  a 
trial ? 

The  usual  variety,  of  churches  is  found 
in  Dos  Moines — Methodist,  Congregational, 
Baptist,  Episcopal,  and  “Old”  and  “New” 
School  Presbyterian.  All  of  these,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  have  neat  and  commodious  houses  of 
worship.  The  Episcopal  church,  of  which 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Peet  is  rector,  is  said  to  be 
large  and  flourishing.  The  New-school 
Presbyterian  church,  of  which  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Bird  has  for  several  years  been  the 
pastor,  appears  to  be  prospering.  I  do  not 
think  it  particularly  creditable  to  the  town 
that  the  Rimanists  are  erecting  a  fiae 
building,  much  after  the  cathedral  style. 
How  these  followers  of  the  man  of  sin  do , 
or  should ,  shame  us  in  their  devotion  and 
self-denial !  “Fas  est  ah  hoste  doceri” — it 
is  right  to  be  taught  by  an  -enemy.  And 
we  are  thus  taught,  bat  how  little  does  the 
teaching  profit  us! 

Our  owq  Churoh  here  has  been  “  on  the 
glide”  for  the  past  few  years.  It  has  as 


I  neat  and  .comfortable  a  church  edifice  as  ! 
any  other  evangelical  denomination  in  town.  1 
It  first  appears  on  the  Minutes  of  1849, 

I  when  it  reported  fourteen  members.  For  ' 
j  five  or  six  years  after  its  organization  it 
was  without  a  pastor,  and  grew  slowly. 
Yet  the  vine  grew.  About  1857,  the  Rev. 
R.  T.  Drake,  now  of  Troy,  Ohio,  became  its 
pastor;  and  in  1858  it  reported  fifty-four 
members  So  far  as  its  past  history  is  con¬ 
cerned,  it  culminated  in  that  year.  For 
I  the  past  four  years,  during  the  most  of 
which  time  it  has  been  without  a  pastor, 
its  membership  has  steadily  diminished. 
It  has  now  “ advanced  backwards”  nearly 
to  its  original  status.  Internal  dissensions 
have  done  their  work,  for  “  where  strife  is, 
there  is  confusion  and  every  evil  work.”  It 
is  a  sad  sight  when  wolves  break  into  the  ! 
!  fold,  and  devour  the  sheep;  but  when  the 
j  sheep  turn  and  rend  each  other,  angels 
j  weep — if  they  ever  do.  I  hope  that,  in 
j  this  church,  these  strifes  are  over,  and  that,  1 
j  under  the  guidance  of  a  faithful  under¬ 
shepherd,  the  sheep  of  this  fold  will  live  in 
peace,  and  enjoy  great  spiritual  prosperity. 

I  learn  that  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Hughes,  re¬ 
cently,  if  not  now,  of  Pacific  City*,  in ’the 
Presbytery  of  Missouri  River,  will  accept  a 
unanimous  call  from  the  church  at  Des 
Moines,  dividing  his  time  between  it  and 
the  church'at  Indianola,  sixteen  miles  south. 
Perhaps  this  is  the  best  arrangement  that 
can  be  made ;  but,  to  me,  it  seems  a  great 
mistake  to  leave  such  a  place  as  Des  Moines 
unsupplied  for  any  portion  of  .the  time. 
Other  denominations  do  not  adopt  this 
policy;  and  if  we  expect  to  keep  pace  with 
them— if  we  expect  our  church  to  grow —  I 
we  must,  I  think,  do  as  they  do,  and  open  i 
our  church  every  Sabbath.  I  believe  Mr. 
Hughes  the  right  man  for  the  place,  and 
hope  his  labours  here  may  be  greatly 
blessed. 

The  Capitol  is  on  tbe  east  side  of  the 
river,  and  in  what  is  called  East  Des  j 
Moines  Why  it  was  located  there,  out  of 
town  and  nearly  a  mile  in  the  country,  no  i 
one  can  satisfactory  explain.  •  It  is  not 
j  where  the  convenience  of  the  public  re-  I 
i  hh^res  ^  to  be,  and  not  where  four-fifths  of 


V— h  . 

the  disinterested  citizens  of  Des  lpsPmes 
wished  it  to  be.  When  questioned  uN?0Q 
this  subject,  they  generally  talk  strongly 
of — something  strange.  Des  Moines  was' 
made  the  capital,  upon  the  condition  that 
approved  public  buildings,  the  site  for 
which  was  to  be  .selected  by  these  commis¬ 
sions,  should  be  furnished  free  of  expense. 
The  officials,  strangely  enough,  selected  the 
present  location.  No  man  knows  that,  for 
this,  they  ever  received  a  cent  more  'than 
their  legal  per  diem  wages  and  mileage. 
Upon  this  subject  every  man,  however,  ha3 
an  opinion.  As  a  speculation,  the  location 
was  a  failure.  People  staid  upon  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  a  ad  business  staid  with 
the  people.  The  addition  to  the  city,  of 
which  such  great  things  were -expected, 
amounted  to*  nothing,  and  the  owners  of 
the  property,  who  erected  the  capitol,  and 
laid  out  many  acres  into  city  lots,  with 
visions  of  a  golden  harvest  before  them,  are, 
said  to  be  insolvent.  The  Capitol,  which 
cost  the  State  nothing,  is  already  in  a  di¬ 
lapidated  condition,  and  a  new  building 
must  be  erected  ere  long  I  venture  the 
prophecy  that  it  will  not  be  located  east  of 
the  river,  but  will  be  so  accessible  that 


wishes  of  their  friends,  and  consent  to  serve  | 
as  legislators,  will  not  be  compelled  to 
spend  their  pay  in  hack-hire,  in  order  to  be 
regularly  in  their  seats.  I  found  the 
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in  session  at  Des  Moines — a  point  in  the 
extreme  northern  portion  of  its  territory, 
and  remote  from  railroads  and  those  por¬ 
tions  of  Synod  where  Presbyterians  do  most 
abound.  The  worthy  Moderator,  whose 
name  stands-  first  u*poa  the  list  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  Rj/ver  Presbytery.,  and  the  two  other 
brethren  who  were  present  from  that  Pres¬ 
bytery,  travelled  at  least  three  hundred 
miles  in  going  to  and  returning  from  this 
-Meeting  of  Synod.  The  result  of  these 
unfavourable  circumstances  was,  that  an 
unusually  small  number  of  ministers  and 
Vmling  elders  were  present.  Yet  those  who 
(jjlid  attend  were,  I  think,  amply  repaid  for 


■  ^  fj:  - 

'  ^  ^orifices  they  were  forced  to  make.  ! 
I  ^rv^iiid  all,  1  believe,  unite  in  saying, 
ndi  it  is  good  to  be  here.”  Especially 
this  true  of  the  solemn  and  delightful 
exercises'  of  the  Synodical  communion  on 
Sabbath  morning.  The  business  of  Synod 
was  mainly  of  the  usual  routine  character, 
and  as  its  Stated  Clerk  usually  furnishes 
you  with  a  synopsis  of  its  proceedings,  I 
pass  them  without  comment.  Not  discour¬ 
aged  by  the  small  attendance  at  the  present 
meeting,  Synod  resolved  to  meet  next  year 
at  Council  Bluffs,  on  the  Missouri,  and  to 
spend  a  week  in  preaching,  and  other  reli¬ 
gious  exercises,  with  the  church  there.  Is 
not  this  an  example  worthy  of  imitation  by 
other  Synods,  and  by  Presbyteries  also?  I 
have  always  feared  that  the  division  of  our 
State  into  two  Synods  was  somewhat  pre¬ 
mature,  and  would  gladly  see  these  bodies 
re-united.  A  small  Synod,  or  ‘Presbytery, 
leaves  upon  the  community  where  it  meets 
an  impression  that  the  Church  and  cause  it 
represents  are  feeble  and  jinprogressive, 
and  does  not  fairly  represent  the  character 
and  condition  of  our  Church.  I  have  some¬ 
times  thought  that  we  unnecessarily  divide 
Presbyteries  and  Synods,  and  increase  their 
number  too  rapidly.  The  necessity  for 
such  division  and  increase  would  be  ob¬ 
viated  if  our  churches  would  do  as  they 
ought,  and  pay  the  expenses  incurred  by 
ministers  and  ruling  elders  when  attending 
the  meetings  of  Presbyteries  and  Synods. 
These  men  meet,  not  to  promote  their  own 
interests,  but  the  welfare  of  the  churches; 
and  the  churches  should  certainly  pay  their 
expenses.  If  our  church  courts  were  to 
|  give  this  subject  their  earnest  attention, 
could  they  not  easily  remedy  a  great  evil, 
and  relieve -jninisters  and  ruling  elders  of  a 
tax  which  is  obviously  unjust,  and  which 
they  are  too  often  illy  able  to  bear? 

•  This  is  really  the  mofcher-Synod  of  the 
State-  When  the  Synod  of  Iowa  was  di¬ 
vided  by  a  line  extending  westward  from 
the  Mississippi  to  the  Missouri,  the  northern 
'  and  younger  Synod  retained  the  original 
name,  that  it  might  hold  certain  valuable 


,  ;  i  .m  --  ,4 

property  which  it  was/supposed  to  have  in 
Alexander  Colleg'e,  at  Dubuque.  Our  old¬ 
est  churches  are  within  the  bounds  of  the 
southern  Synod;  and  so  is  our  oldest  Pres- 
bytmy.  Qae  of  your  correspondents,  in 
paying  a  well-merited  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Rodgers,  formerly  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Round  Prairie  Church,  in  the 
Presbytery  of  Iowa,  recently  spoke  of  that 
church  as  the  oldest  in  the  State.  This  is 
certaizny  a  mistake.  The  first  church  or¬ 
ganized  upon  the  soil  of  Iowa  was  that  at 
West  Point,  of  which  the  Rev.  G-.  D. 
Stewart  is  now  the  pastor.  At  its  organi¬ 
zation  Colonel  William  Patterson,  now  a 
ruling  elder  in  the  Westminster  Church, 
Keokuk,  was  ordained  a  ruling  elder;  and 
this  was  the  first  ordination  of  the  kind  in 
tfhe  territory  of  Iowa.  Though  I  have  for¬ 
gotten  the  date  of  the  organization  and  in¬ 
stallation,  I  think  I  am  not  mistaken  as  to 
!  the  facts. 

In  1850  the  Presbytery  of  Iowa,  then 
part  of  the  Synod  of  Illinois,  embraced  the 
whole  State,  and  reported  thirteen  ministers, 
four  licentiates,  thirty  two  churches,  and 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-three  communi¬ 
cants.  The  same  territory  now  includes 
two  Synods,  eight  Presbyteries,  eighty  five 
ministers,  three  licentiates,  one  hundred  and 
forty  churches,  and  sixty -two  hundred  com¬ 
municants  .  « Laus  Deo!”  Father  Bell, 

the  first  Presbyterian  minister  who  preached 
in  Iowa,  and  who  has  not  entirely  ceased 
his  missionary  labours,  and  also  Father 
Cowles,  who  was  somewhat  later  upon  the 
field,  are  spared  to  witness  the  great  changes 
of  the  last  thirteen  years,  and  to  rejoice  in 
the  present  prosperity  of  the  Church  of 
*  Calvin. 

'  Home  Missions. — The  Church  of  Lyons, 
Iowa,  Rev.  H.  Stanley,  pastor,  contributed 
$2  46  last  year,  to  Horn©  Missions.  This 
year  the  pastor  took  tho  matter  in  hand, 
and,  when  last  heard  hom,  says  tho  Presby¬ 
tery  Reporter,  had  secured  $25  50.  If  all  our 
churches  whose  contributions  to  Home  Mis¬ 
sions  have  been  deficient,  could  be  thus 
waked  up  by  Pastor,  Stated  Supply,  Elder, 
or  all  these  fairing,  by  some  good  member, 
male  or  female,  the  treasury  would  straight¬ 
way  run  over,  and  tho  work  progress  as 
never  before. 
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SYNODICAL  PROCEEDINGS?'' 


SYNOD  OF  IOWA. 

Synod  held  its  meeting  in  the  pleasant  and 
retired  village  of  Hopkinton,  situated  near  the 
South-Western  Railroad,  about  forty  miles 
from  ivdbuque.  This  mo*eT ,^.uiet,  and  health¬ 
ful  town  was  principally  laid  out  by  Messrs. 
Leroy  Jackson,  and  II.  A.  Carter,  who  still 
survive  as  its  leading  citizens.  These  two 
gentlemen,  some  years  since,  determined  to 
found  an  Academy  for  the  education  of  their 
children;  and  between  them,  with  slight  as¬ 
sistance  from  their  neighbours,  expended 
about  nine  thousand  dollars,  naming  their 
Academy,  Bowen  Collegiate  Institute.  Last 
year  it  was  generously  deeded  to  Synod,  and 
remains  its  property  on  the  condition  that 
the  same  grade  of  scholarship  be  maintained 
as  heretofore.  A  fine  brick  building,  with 
ample  grounds  surrounding  it,  stands  on  a 
commanding  elevation,  on  the  edge  of  the 
town.  Synod  changed  its  name  at  this  meet¬ 
ing  to  “  Lenox  Collegiate  Institute.”  The  Rev. 
J.  D.  Mason  was  elected  Principal,  and  the 
Rev.  J.  Allen  the  chief  Professor,  with  other 
teachers.  The  school  bids  fair  to  prosper  in 
the  future  as  in  the  past;  and  we  trust,  under 
Synodical  control,  will  eventually  become  a 
very  flourishing  and  highly  useful  Institution. 

A  larger  attendance  than  usual  made  this 
meeting  very  interesting,  there  being  over 
forty  members  present.  The  Rev.  T.  McCau¬ 
ley  was  present  to  represent  the  Boards, 
which  he  did  ably  and  earnestly;  and  the 
churches  were  urged  anew  to  contribute  faith¬ 
fully  and  systemically  to  them  all.  The  cause 
of  Foreign  Missions,  and  the  new  work  among 
the  Freedmen,  were  especially  recommended 
as  urgent  in  their  necessities. 

Last  year  our  Synod  appointed  a  delegate  to 
the  Synod  of  Iowa,  (New- school,)  and  this  year 
a  delegate  from  that  body  was  present;  and  the 
interchange  of  views  and  feelings  was  very  cor¬ 
dial.  This  correspondence  we  believe  to  be 
permanently  established.  The  other  Synod,  at 
its  late  meeting,  adopted  an  overture  to  its 
next  Assembly,  which,  with  the  proper  changes, 
was  adopted  by  our  Synod  as  an  overture  to 
our  next  Assembly.  It  is  of  sufficient  import¬ 
ance  to  be  copied  entire  in  your  columns,  and 
is  as  folio  W8: 

“The  Synod  of  Iowa,  ardently  desiring  the 
union  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Presbyterian 
j  Church,  represented  by  the  two  Assemblies 
j  which  meet  in  May  next,  the  one  in  Pittsburg 
1  and  the  other  in  Brooklyn,  earnestly  request 
that  the  Assembly  first  named  enjoin  upon  all 
the  Presbyteries  under  its  care,  to  express,  at 


their  next' regular  meeting,  their  wish  in  reff 
ence  to  the  union  of  the  two  Assemblies ;  or 
that  the  said  Assembly  take  such  other  action 
looking  to  the  immediate  consummation  of 
this  important  event  as,  in  their  wisdom,  shall 
seem  best.” 

So  there  is  work  laid  out  for  Pittsburg. 

( By  the  way,  why,  instead  of  all  this  legal  and 
formal  phrase,  after  the  manner  of  the  circum¬ 
locution  office,  in  describing  each  other,  shall 
not  we  agree  mutually  to  call  each  other, 
simply  and  directly,  “  The  other  Assembly,” 
“The  other  Synod  of  Iowa,”  &c.?)  The 
writer  would  modestly  interpolate  here  a  pri¬ 
vate  suggestion,  that  as  the  only  apparent  bar 
to  union  between  the  two  Assemblies  is  con¬ 
ceived  to  \>e  the  terms  on  which  such  a  union 
could  be  effected,  the  next  two  Assemblies,  our 
c'wn  and  the  other ,  do  each  appoint  a  joint 
committee  of  conference,  to  see  whether  any 
possible  terms  could  be  agreed  upon  for  such 
a  union,  at  present.  If  these  terms  are  possi¬ 
ble,  let  us  have  them;  and  if  they  are  not,  let 
us  be  assured  of  it.  The  present  agitation  of 
this  question,  constantly  increasing  in  both 
bodies,  demands  some  such  st^p  as  this,  either 
for  its  control  or  its  satisfaction;  otherwise  it 
may  lead  to  unpleasant  events,  and  may  dash 
the  cup  of  expectation  from  many  lips,  causing 
difficulty  in  both  bodies. 

The  Chicago  Theological  Seminary  was  ap¬ 
proved,  and  satisfaction  expressed  as  to  its 
success.  Although  the  constitution  for  the 
proposed  College  of  the  North-Western  Synods 
was  not  adopted,  chiefly  for  want  of  informa¬ 
tion  as  it  is  supposed,  yet  the  required  Direc¬ 
tors  for  it  were  elected.  The  Narrative  on  the 
State  of  Religion  reveals  a  condition  of  peace 
and  harmony,  and  quiet  prosperity,  without 
any  marked  degree  of  spiritual  blessing.  Ihe 
blessing  of  the  Spirit,  in  large  measure^  is 
very  greatly  needed  in  all  our  churches.  Ihe 
devotional  exercises  of  Synod  upon  the  week 
and  on  the  Sabbath  were  highly  interesting, 
and  we  trust  will  be  accompanied  with  a 
blessing  to  the  Church  and  community. 

The  action  of  the  Synod,  in  part,  upon  the 
Boards,  is  inserted  in  this  place  because  the 
writer  desires  to  make  some  remarks  in  con¬ 
nection  therewith:  .  . 

“  We  hereby  renew  our  solemn  injunction 
often  repeated,  upon  ministers,  elders,  and 
churches,  to  uphold  the  interests  thereof,  and 
make  contributions  annually  to  all  the  Boards, 
together  with  the  Fund  for  the  Relief  of  Dis¬ 
abled  Ministers,  &c.  Especially  is  attention 
called  to  the  propriety  of  aiming  to  double  the 
amount  of  our  contributions  to  the  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  in  view  of  the  exorbitant 
exchange  now  required  in  remitting  to  our 
devoted  missionaries.  Tim  interests  of  the 
Freedmen  must  also  be  viewed  as  having 
strong  claims  upon  our  Christian  sympathies 
and  benefactions.  In  all  these  particulars  at 
us  to  reverence  and  comply  with  the 
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deliverances  of  the  Ueneral  Assembly  of  the  | 
Church.' ” 

As  our  minutes  are  not  published,  we  com¬ 
mend  these  resolutions  to  all  our  sessions,  and 
beg  them  to  act  upon  them.  When  this  sub¬ 
ject  is  so  repeatedly  set  forth  by  Assembly, 
Synod,-  and  Presbytery,  why  is  it  that  so 
many  pay  little  attention  to  the  matter,  or 
obey  the  injunction  without  energy  and  ear¬ 
nestness?  How  much  more  we  might  do  if 
wh  would  all  work  as  if  alive,  and  -  deter¬ 
mined  to  do  all  we  could. 

A  growing  evil  in  all  our  Western  churches 
is  casting  decided  obstacles  in  the  way  of  our 
work  in  this  respect.  A  hundred  societies, 
general  and  not  connected  with  our  Church, 
and  with  no  church,  have  their  thousand 
agents  swarming  in  the  field.  We  do  not 
speak  extravagantly.  This  summer  Jive  dif¬ 
ferent  agents,  in  five  successive  weeks,  ap¬ 
plied  for  the  use  of  the  writer's  pulpit,  and 
the  privilege  of  taking  collections.  There 
were  others  besides  these,  and  still  they  come. 
From  all  kinds  of  Societies,  great  and  small, 
responsible,  irresponsible,  and  nondescript. 
Now,  it  is  hard  to  resist  these  agents  at  all 
times.  They  are  often  very  insinuating  men, 
and  in  many  cases  their  cause  is  commend¬ 
able.  And  they  go  in  and  reap  among  our 
people,  and  leave  the  gleanings  to  the  Boards. 

When  shall  we  remember  that  our  Church 
has  formally  disapproved  of  and  abandoned, 
the  whole  Agency  system?'  We  confess  to 
dereliction  on  this  point;  but  we  are  now 
waked  up  to  it.  Let  us  support  our  own 

Churon  work  first,  if  we  love  our  Church.  1 
And  especially  now,  when  there  is  such  need, 
especially  in  the  Foreign  and  Freemen's  and  1 
Domestic  work.  Let  us  discountenance  these 
wandering  gatherers,  who  would  reap  where  i  ' 
they  have  not  strewed,  and  leave  the  Church 
to  follow  on,  like  Ruth,  gleaning  the  remnants 
after  them.  To  be  sure,  we  must  aid  the 
great  Commissions  for  our  army. 

But  print  it  in  italics  upon  your  memories, 
and  on  the  memories  of  your  people,  my  fel-  ■ 
low  ministers,  that  the  Christian  Commission 
is  reached  through  our  Board  of  Publication  , 
directly ;  that  we  have  a  Freedmen’s  work,  and 
Committee  of  our  own ,  who  are  responsible. f 
and  efficient;  and  that  thousands  are  pouring 
in  their  wealth  into  the  coffers  of  the  Sanitary 
Commission.  Hear  the  calls  from  our  For- 
!  eign  and  Domestic  Missionary  work,  and  give 
j  our  own  Church  the  first,  and  freshest,  and 
fullest  support.  Other  works  after  that.  Are 
we  not  right? 

Synod,  after  other  proceedings  which  are 
not  of  general  interest,  adjourned,  to  meet  in 
Marion  on  the  first  Thursday  in  October,  1805. 

IIawkeye. 


[CORRESPONDENCE  OF;THB  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

Sioux  City,  Iowa,  Jan.  28,  1804. 

Messrs.  Editors — From  personal  know¬ 
ledge,  I  am  able  to  bear  testimony  to  the 
truth  of  what  your  correspondents  have 
said  torching  the  work  of  God  among  the 
G-ermans  of  the  North-west,  which  thing 
I  do.  The  work  has  been  good.  The 
promise  it  gives  is  good.  The  call  for 
help  is  therefore  justified,  and  the  claim 
which  the  call  asserts  is  a  legitimate  one. 
It  is  not  to  assist  in  the  inauguration  of 
an  untried,  and  tnay-be  visionary,  scheme 
that  our  Church  is  here  invited;  but  to  the 
support  and  enlargement  of  a  successful 
enterprise — successful  by  a  ten  years  ex¬ 
periment;  successful  by  the  vote  of  our 
Presbyteries,  iu  licensing  the  young  men 
trained  by  Mr.  Van  Viiet;  successful, 
moreover,  by  the  blessing  of  the  Spirit  be¬ 
stowed  upon  the  ministerial  labour  of  those 
young  men.  It  is  to  recognize  and  help 
forward  a  success  in  Christ’s  Church,  an 
undoubted  and  marked  success. 

The  teacher  makes  the  sohool.  .  For  this 
undertaking,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Viiet  is 
the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  Of  this 
no  one  who  is  acquainted  with  him  can 
feel  a  doubt.  What  he  has  already  done  is 
assurance  sufficient  of  this.  The  whole 
work,  from  the  organization  of  the  First 
Church  in  Piattevdle,  Wisconsin,  may  be 
well-styled  his.  While  gathering^  a  con¬ 
gregation,  and  erecting  a  churoh  building, 
in  Dubuque,  he  undertook,  gratuitously, 
the  preparation  of  young  men  for  the 
ministry.  This  work  he  has  prosecuted 
successfully  for  years,  and  now  asks  the 
privilege  of  enlarging  this  sphere  of  la¬ 
bour.  He  enjoys  the  confidence  of  our 
Presbyteries.  He  enjoys,  in  a  remarkable 
degree,  the  confidence  of  the  German 
population.  A  man  of  good  practioal 
judgment,  large  Christian  experience,  thor¬ 
oughly  indoctrinated,  full  of  faith,  and 
ardent  in  his  attachment  to  the  standards 
and  order  of  our  Church.  As  a1  man,  a 
Christian,  and  a  Presbyterian,  he  may  be 
relied  on.  As  easily  could  I  bring  myself 
to  distrust  our  beloved  Dr.  Hodge  as  he. 


Nowhere,  East  or  West,  will  you  find  a 
mao.  who  more  fully  answers  to  Paul’s  re¬ 
quirements —  “ steadfast,  uumoveable,  al¬ 
ways  aboundiag  iu  the  work  of  the  Lord.” 

These  words  are  not  written  at  random. 
They  are  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness. 
An  intimate  acquaintance  of  more  than 
fourteen  years  with  the  Riv.  Mr.  Van 
Vliet,  gives  me  the  right  to  speak  thus. 
Ought  not  such  a  work,  in  the  hands  of 
such  a  man,  to  be  cordially  and  promptly 
aided?  D.  H.  Mitchell, 

Chaplain  Qth  Iowa,  Cn.nal.ru. 


alive  Hi  an  ours  by  a  common  participation 
of  the  assembly. 

•The  opening  prayer  was  offered  by  a 
Methodist  preacher.  Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  (O.  g.J  of  this 
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[Tor  The  Evangelist. 

THE  GEM  OF  THE  PRAIRIES. 


if 


Dubuque,  November,  186-1. 

Dear  Evangelist :  About  thirty  miles  due 
west  from  this  “Heidelberg  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  ” — as  a  lady  styles  this  city — is  found  a 
small  English  settlement— Dyers  ville.  The 
caressing  Maquoqueta  flows  through  and  all 
about  the  country  there,  with  now  and  then 
a  mill — for  it  is  a  rocky  river — and  a  royal 
fringe  of  forest  tracing  its  course  afar  to  the 
eye.  Do  you  notice  on  the  knoll  amid  the 
village  that  classic,  devou-t-looking  stone 
church  ?  We  went  out  last  Wednesday  to 
open  or  dedicate  it.  The  soft,  creamy  stone, 
given  by  a  parishioner — and  all  the  lime  to' 
cement  it — pleases  the  eye  as  we  traverse 
the  winding  way  to  it.  Inside,  a  casing  of 
walnut,  seats  and  all  the  visible  furniture  of 
the  same  ;  very  finely  wrought,  arched  roof; 
a  chancel,  a  pulpit,  and  a  reading  desk  ;  all 
so  finished  and  so  comfortable.  Rev.  W.  H. 
Heu  de  Bourck  came  here  some  years  ago, 
gathered  a  church  and  began  a  sanctuary. 
He  sought  contributions  in  New  England,  in 
New  York,  in  Philadelphia;  and  \ iriting 
friends  in  England,  sought  and  won  aid  from 
all  classes'  of  Christian  people  from  Arch¬ 
bishop  Wliately  downwards.  The  house  is 
finished.  He  proposes  a  wide  and  freer 
polity  on  the  Congregational  basis,  for  lay 
members  ;  a  Presbytery  for  the  ministry  ; 
and  an  Episcopos  or  paternal  counsellor  for 
all.  His  mode  of  worship  is  mainly  like 
that  of  our  churches,  though  less  formal ;  the 
singing  by  the  Congregation,  using  tried  and 
familiar  melodies  ;  some  Scripture  responses; 
and  the  whole  worship  to  be  made  more 


city,  preached  in  the  morning,  and  Mr. 
Whiting  of  the  Congregational  Church  her©? 
in  the  afternoon.  The  Pastor  made  the 
I  Prayer  of  Consecration.  He  also  related  the 
early  incidents  of  his  coming  and  ministry 
there,  and  those  of  his  visits  to  the  Chris- 
Itians  of  many  names  whose  gifts  enabled  the 
[church  to  present  the  beautiful  sanctuary 
without  a  dollar  of  unpaid  debt  upon  it.  He 
pointed  to  the  font,  of  cut  stone,  the  gift  of 


a  Baptist  friend  in  Hartford,  Ct. .;  to  a  beau¬ 


tiful  communion  service  given  by  an  Episco¬ 
pal  family  in  Philadelphia  ;  and  specified 
other  gifts  as  illustrative  of  the  wide  and 
general  response  to  his  catholic  scheme  of 
church  fellowship. 

It  was  a  joyful  day  among  the  people.  In 
the  evening  the  ladies  £>rospered  largely  in  a 
Fair  and  Tea  Table,  which  will  complete 
certain  cushions  and  tapestries  for  the  house. 

This,  the  first  finished  sanctuary  I  have 
seen  in  the  West,  and  that  paid  for  ;  and  a.- 
pastor  stern  in  his  Calvinism  for  doctii.ru 
and  yet  so  cultured,  and  catholic,  and  free  a 
modes  of  worship,  all  unite  to  emphasize  the 
sweet  title  adopted  for  the  house  ;  and  fill 
us  with  hope  that  the  whole  work,  the  living 
memberships  and  all  pertaining,  shall  alike 
win  the  good  name,  “The  Cem  of  the 

.  PvairiACl  ”  /  ^(jD^A  Tj.  W.  '  . 

*  Presbytery  of  Iowa  City. — Religious  Xntsre-  ■. , 

—  of  Iowa  City  met  at 
&o. — The  Presbytery  -  * 

Marengo,  on  Thursday,  March  10th,  at  7* 

P.  M.  Rev.  S.  J.  Weills  was  elected  mod¬ 
erator,  and  Rev.  W.  M.  Rain  temporary 
clerk.  Rev.  0.  W.  Treadwell  was  received 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Watertown, 

Rsv.  Abner  D.  Chapman  was  appointed 
Commissioner  to  the  General  Assembly  at 
Dayton,  and  Rev,  James  Knox  his  alter¬ 
nate.  James  G.  Irvin  was  appointed  Lay 
Commissioner,  and  Samuel  W.  Sedgwick  his 
alternate.  The  time  of  the  Spring  meeting  j 
was  changed  to  the  third  Thursday  of  April,  j 
The  devotional  exercises  were  generally 
marked  with  a  good  spirit,  and  we  felt  that 
it  was  good  to  be  there.  The  we&iner  was  j 


j] 
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very  unfavorable,  but  the  congregations 
creased  steadily  until  the  house  of  QoC* 
was  well  filled.  Wo  were  happy  to  welcome  ^ 
to  our  bounds  Bev.  L,  B.  Rogers,  of  Hone 
oye  Falls,  N.  Y.,  now  supplying  our-Ohurcl 
at  Marengo,  the  county  seat  of  Iowa  coun  t 
ty.  This  is  an  interesting  and^  important 
bomb.  Our  Churches  are  now  better  sup- 
plied  than  usual,  and  we  have  reason  to 

thank  God  and  take  courage* 

There  has  been  a  religious  awakening  in 
several  of  our  Churches,  and  souls  have 
been  converted  to  God.  la  some  places 
the  interest  still  continues.  The  Churches 
at  Pleasant  Prairie  and  Centre  Point  report 
eleven  additions  by  profession  and  six  by 
certificate.  Additions  have  been  made  to 
other  Churches.  Ksv.  S.  S.  Howe  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  supply  the  vacant  Churches 
this  Presbytery.  Presbytery  adjourned  t{ 
meet  at  Brooklyn,  Sept.  6,  1864.  i 

II.  l.  Starlet,  Stated  Clerk.  ^ 

Lyon&t  Maroh  16. 

MONTEZUMA,  IOWA.  1 

The  Presbytery  of  Toledo,  in  Iowa,  is  all 
distinctively  missionary  ground.  Its  fifteen 
churches  are  all  small  and  feeble.  Toe 
church  at  Montezuma,  which  last  year  re¬ 
ported  but  thirty-eight  members,  has  pass¬ 
ed  through  many  trials,  and  has  seemed,  at 
times,  almost  extinct.  But  it  was  Christ  s 
Church,  and  he  has  watched  over  it  and 
kept  it  alive.  About  two  years  ago,  and  at 
perhaps  the  darkest  hour  in  the  history  of 
this  little  flock,  Bev.  B.  B.  Farrar,  who 
had  just  finished  his  seminary  studies,  and 
received  his  licensure,  took  charge  of  the 
Montezuma  church,  and  of*  another  some 
fifteen  miles  distant.  This  young  brother 
has  been  an  indefatigable  labourer  in  that 
destitute  and  missionary  field,  and  he  has 
the  sweet  satisfaction  of  seeing  that  his 
labours  have  not  been  in  vain  in  the  Lord. 
He  is  now  gathering  his  precious  harvest- 
sheaves.  He  writes  that  the  past  winter 
has  been  a  season  of  great  prosperity  to  his 
churches,  and  that,  at  their  next  commu¬ 
nion,  they  expect  to  receive  large  additions 
tions  to  their  numbers.  We  hope  that  this 
is  but  the  dawn  of  a  brighter  day  to  all  our 
churches  within  the  bounds  of  that  Pres- 


Pes  Moines,  Iowa. — On  Saturday,  dan. 

30th,  1864,  Bev.  Asa  Johnson  and  Bev. 

Fisk  Harmon,  organized  a  New  School  Pres¬ 
byterian  church,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  with 
twenty-three  members,  eleven  males  and 
twelve  females.  Lionel  Foster  and  Pr. 
John  G.  Weeks  were  appointed  elders; 
Henry  Scribner  and  J.  P.  Foster,  deacons 
Bev.  E.  J.  Gille.tt,  P.  D.,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
was  present  at  the  organization  and  preach¬ 
ed  to  the  new  church  on  the  Sabbath,  fol¬ 
lowing. 

This  people  have  rented  a  church  edifice 
for  two  years,  at  $  100  per  year,  with  liberty 
to  use  as  much  of  the  rent  as  may  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  fit  it  up  for  use.  They  have  in¬ 
vited  M.  Reiser,  a  licentate  now  at  Auburn, 
New  York,  to  become  their  minister,  and 
will  wait  for  him  until  next  May.  They 

offer  a  salary  of  $800. —  Pres.  Reporter . 

Miaaiuutfry  uommittee  besides. 

1  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Kain  has  removed  \o  Downey, 
in  Cedar  county,  Iowa,  and  expects  to  j 
preach  there  and  at  the  little  church  in  i 
Scott  Township,  soma  four  miles  from  j 
*  Downey.  His  residence  is  at  tba  latter 
t  place,  and  his  letters  and  correspondence 
should  be  directed  accordingly 
The  Rev.  J.  B.  Mason,  for  many  years  pastor  of 
She  Presbyterian  church  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  has  ac- 
oepted  the  office  of  President  of  the  Synodical  School  j 
ol'  Iowa,  atHoplrinton.  /  O 

1 '  Mr.  A.  M.  Heizer,  and  Mr.  Isaiah  Reid,  graduates 
of  Yellow  Spring  College,  Iowa,  and  of  Auburn  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary,  New  York,  were  ordained  as  Evan¬ 
gelists  by  the  Presbytery  of  Keokuk,  on  the  Hth 
inst.  These  young  brethren  leave  at  once,  the  for¬ 
mer  for  Colorado  Territory,  and  the  latter  for  Nevada 

Tnwa  - 
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Revivals. — The  Pastor  of  the  Church  at 
Lyons,  Iowa,  writes  us  that  there  is  soma 
interest  there,  and  perhaps  at  Clinton. 

45  At  Vinton,  Iowa,  there  is  an  extensive 
work  of  grace.  An  Union  Prayer  Meeting 
is  held,  and  the  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  wrote  me  that  fifteen  had  risen  for 
prayers  the  evening  before,  and  five  had 
obtained  hope  that  their  sins  were  for¬ 
given.” 


_  gf  ^  .. 

Well  Dons.— We  learn  that  last  year  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Dubuque, 
jlowa,  raised  three  thousand  dollars,  and  re¬ 
ceived  frora  friends  in  tins  city  and  State 
the  same  amount,  towards  removing  the 
Church  debt,  Encouraged  by  this  timely 
assistance,  the  congregation  have  recently 
raised  three  thousand  dollars  more,  by 
which  the  entire  debt  of  the  Church  baa 
been  paid  ;  and  instead  of  being  crippled 
by  the  effort,  the  congregation  have  gener¬ 
ously  added  two  hundred  dollars  to  the  Pas- 

taw’o  calarv. 
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Marshalltown,  Iowa.  —  God  continues  to 
prosper  our  work  in  this  central  town  of 
Iowa.  Our  Church  edifice  is  being  pushed 
forward  with  vigor,  and  is  t©  be  finished  by 
the  first  of  November.  It  i3  42x60  feet  on 
the  ground,  Gothic  style,  spire  96  feet  high. 
It  will  be  a  fine  edifice.  What  is  better,  is 
that  our  subscriptions  (perfectly  reliable), 
with  $200  donation  from  the  Church  Erec¬ 
tion  Fund,  cover  the  whole  expense,  so  that 
we  do  not  expect  to  o  we  a  dollar  when  we 
take  it  from  the  hands  of  the  contractors. 
The  congregation  are  thoroughly  in  earnest 
in  this  enterprise.  We  hope  the  day  is  not 
distant  when  this  will  be  a  strong  Church 
and  a  power  for  good  in  central  Iowa. 


The  Church  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa. — Our 
prospects  on  this  field  are  encouraging.  Our 
only  place  of  worship  is  in  the  court  house  — 
a  hall  used  for  all  public  gatherings,  and 
consequently  for  most  of  the  time  quite  dis¬ 
arranged  and  very  dusty.  But  with  all  our 
drawbacks  we  have  good  congregations,  not 
unfrequently  exceeding  three  hundred.  The 
elements  are  heterogeneous,  requiring  some 
time  to  assimilate  and  work  into  a  •  united 
and  well- organized  society.  There  is  how¬ 
ever  marked  progress  in  that  direction. 
Our  Sabbath  school  averages  over  one  hun¬ 
dred,  and  my  Bible  class  of  young  people 
ranges  from  thirty  to  forty  attendants. 

We  are  erecting  a  very  neat  and  attractive 
house  of  worship.  The  contract  which  was 
let  last  Spring,  required  the  house  to  be 
completed  by  the  first  of  November,  but  in 
July  the  contractors  broke  down,  and  we 
were  forced  to  make  new  contracts  at  a  time 
when  labor  and  material  had  greatly  advanc¬ 
ed  in  price.  This  has  so  delayed  the  work 
and  accumulated  such  an  increase  of  cost, 
that  all  we  can  possibly  do  will  be  to  enclose 
the  building  and  mostly  finish  the  outside, 
leaving  the  balance  of  the  work  to  be  done 
next  Spring. 

Onr  town  is  rapidly  growing  in  population 
and  trade,  promising  soon  to  equal  any  oth¬ 
er  in  the  interior  of  the  State  in  importance. 
If  we  can  be  sustained  in  our  labors  so  as  to 
continue  to  hold  the  position  we  now  oc- 
cupy,  this  church  will  ultimately  become 
one  of  the  strongest  and  most  effective  for 
good  in  the  State  of  Iowa.  We  hope  with 
the  blessing  of  God  to  attain  a  self-sustaining 
position  as  soon  as  we  get  onr  house  of 
worship  finished. 


&  Successor  or  me  iiposues. 


in©  j Presbytery  jrj 

Reporter  gives  the  following  account  ofw  / 


Bev.  Fiske  Harmon,  one  of  our  missionary 
laborers  in  Iowa  :  “  He  has  excellent  quali¬ 
ties  for  a  pioneer  laborer.  He  can  preach, 
build  his  own  house,  cut  and  haul  his  wood, 
and  cultivate  his  garden.  He  came  with 
his  family  to  Iowa  irom  Wisconsin,  in  a 
manner  truly  primitive  and  original.  A 
very  long  wagon  was  fitted  up  with  a  stove 
and  the  other  indispensable  arrangements 
for  housekeeping.  This  wa3  drawn  by  a 
strong  ox  team.  The  wagon  was  followed 
by  a  buggy,  in  which  was  harnessed  a  milch 
cow.  Thus  furnished,  they  travelled  about 
ten  miles  a  day,  making  no  purchases  save 
of  tho  raw  material,  and  doing  all  their 
cooking,  washing,  ironing,  and  sleeping**^ 
that  house  on  wheels.” 


5; 


0  C/ 


£For  The  Evjjs»ejlx»x. 

THE  SYNOD  OF  IOWA.  J 

The  Synod  of  Iowa  met  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church  of  Lyons,  Sept.  14th,  1865,  at 
1\  o’clock  P.  M,  la  the  absence  of  the 
Moderator,  the  opening  sermon  was  preach¬ 
ed  by  Rev.  A.  K,  Strong,  of  the  Synod  of 
Peoria,  from  Pkill.  i.  21,  “  For  me  to  live 
is  Christ.” 

The  Synod  was  than  constituted  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  N.  C.  Robinson,  the  last 
Moderator  present.  Rsv.  H.  B.  Holmes 
was  ehosen  Moderator,  and  Rev.  Geo.  R. 
Carroll  and  Rav.  C.  W.  Treadwell  tempo¬ 
rary  clerks. 

The  attendance  was  smaller  than  usual, 
the  Presbyteries  of  Keokuk  and  Chariton 
not  being  represented.  The  following  min¬ 
isters  were  invited  to  sit  as  corresponding 
members,  viz  :  Rev.  A.  K.  Strong,  Rev. 
Glen  Wood,  Rev.  O.  D.  W.  White,  Rev.  J. 
Leon,  and  Rev.  A.  Kent  of  the  Synod  of 
Peoria  ;  Rev.  G.  S.  F.  Savage,  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Association  of  Illinois ;  Rev.  S.  J. 
Humphrey,  of  the  Presbyterian  and  Con¬ 
gregational  Convention  of  Wisconsin ; 
Rev.  M.  W.  Fairfield,  of  the  General.  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Iowa  ;  and  Rev.  Henry  Kendall, 
D,D.  of  the  Synod  of  West  Pennsylvania. 

A  new  Presbytery,  to  be  called  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Cedar  Rapids,  was  erected  out  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Iowa  City.  Rev.  Geo.  R. 
Carroll  and  the  churches  of  Wyoming  and 
Oxford  were  transferred  to  the  Presbytery 
of  Cedar  Rapids.  Rev.  M.  G.  Cass  and  the 
church  of  Muscatine  Island  were  transfer¬ 
red  to  the  Presbytery  of  Iowa  City.  The 
Presbytery  of  Cedar  Valley  was  merged  in 
the  Presbytery  of  Dubuque. 

These  changes  of  Presbyfcerial  boundaries 
were  necessary  to  accommodate  their  limits 
to  the  new  facilities  of  travel  by  railways. 

The  following  subjects  of  interest  were 
considered,  and  minutes  adopted. 

Giefillan  on  Tim  Sabbath. — The  Synod 
of  Iowa  having  received  twenty-two  copies 
of  “Gilfillan  on  the  Sabbath,”  through  Rev. 
Dr.  Scliaff,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Sab¬ 
bath  Committee,  would  acknowledge  the 
donation  with  thankfulness,  and  instruct 
our  Stated  Clerk  to  forward  a  copy  of  this 


minute  with  the  expression  of  the  SynoVs 
deep  interest  in  all  efforts  for  reformation 
and  for  the  better  observance  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  throughout  the  land. 

Temperance.— The  Synod  would  com¬ 
mend  to  the  ministers  and  members  of  j 
churches  belonging  to  this  body,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  Temperance,  and  urge  renewed  ef¬ 
forts  by  sermons,  lectures,  and  pledged  or¬ 
ganizations,  to  revive  this  much  needed 
reformation  in  public  morals. 

Church  Erection. — It  was  Resolved,  1. 
That  this  Synod  was  convinced  both  in 
point  of  theory,  by  experience,  and  by  ob¬ 
servation  of  other  denominations,  that  the 
system  of  real  donations  is  the  best  and 
most  successful  system. 

Resolved,  2.  That  the  General  Assembly 
be,  and  hereby  are,  respectfully  and  ear¬ 
nestly  requested  to  devise  and  adopt  some 
plan,  for  the  assistance  of  our  feeble  church¬ 
es  in  erecting  houses  of  worship  by  real  c\o - 
nations  instead  of  “  so-called  ”  donations  and 
loans. 

Resolved,  3.  That  this  Synod  is  gratified 
to  know  that  the  important  subject  of 
church  building  is  attracting  renewed  at¬ 
tention,  and  that  the  General  Assembly  has 
begun  to  awake  to  the  great  importance  of 
discussing  and  investigating  this  subject 
anew,  and  to  the  necessity  of  producing 
more  hearty  cooperation  and  efficiency  in 
the  Assembly’s  operations  in  this  branch  of 
Christian  effort  and  benevolence,  either  by 
changing  the  present  plan,  or  by  adopting 
a  new  one,  that  shall  meet  our  increasing 
and  pressing  wants  as  a  denomination. 

Rev.  H.  H.  Kellogg,  Rev.  H.  B.  Holmes, 
and  Rev.  G.  D.  A.  Hebard  were  appointed 
a  standing  committee  on  Home  Missions. 

The  Synod  is  in  hopes  of  speedily  secur¬ 
ing  an  able  and  efficient  Synodical  Mission¬ 
ary  in  the  person  of  a  good  brother  in  a 
neighboring  Synod. 

Marshalltown  was  chosen  as  the  place  of 
the  next  meeting  of  Synod. 

Deceased  Members. — Four  members  of 
Synod  having  died  during  the  year,  Rev. 
W.  W.  Woods,  Rev.  C.  I.  Slack,  Rev.  L.  H, 
Loss,  and  Rev.  Moses  Robinson,  Synod 
passed  the  following  minute  : 

In  view  of  this  afflicting  mortality,  we 
deeply  d-eplore  the  departure  of  these  breth¬ 


ren  from  this  life  in  the  midst  of  their  use¬ 
ful  labors.  And  we  mingle  our  sympathies/ 


with  the  afflicted  relatives  of  the  deceased, 
and  with  the  churches  who  are  also  bereft 
of  their  chosen  ministers. 

Rev.  De,  Kendall. — S^nod  was  much 
gratified  with  the  attendance  and  counsels 
of  our  beloved  brother,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Assembly’s  Committee  on  Home  Missions, 
present  with  us  for  the  first  time.  Synod 
passed  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  Synod  we  cordially 
welcome  our  Secretary  of  Home  Missions, 
Rev.  Dr.  Kendal),  acd  that  we  also  approve! 
his  action  and  that  of  the  Committee,  be-j 
lieving  them  to  be  impartial  and  wise  in 
their  course,  aud  that  they  receive  our 
thanks  for  their  sympathy  and  good  will. 

The  Narrative  of  the  State  of  Religion 
speaks  hopefully  of  our  progress  in  things 
external  and  internal  or  spiritual,  while  we 
have  yet  great  need  to  press  forward  to  the 
prize  of  our  high  calling  in  Christ  Jesus, 

H.  L  Stanley  s*"4-*  nu»rk. 

Washoe  Presbytery. — From  a  private  letter 
from  Rev.  T.  E.  Taylor,  we  extract  the  fol¬ 
lowing  interesting  item  of  church  news  : 
“List  Saturday,  Aug.  5,  1865,  I  met  with 
the  Presbytery  of  Washoe  in  Carson  City, 
which  body  was  convened  for  the  purpose  of 
examining,  with  rtference  to  licensure  to 
preach,  Mr.  W.  F.  B.  Lynch.  After  a  very 
thorough  and  interesting  examination  the 
candidate  was,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  Pres¬ 
bytery,  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Mr. 
Lynch’s  history  is  a  very  singular  one.  He 
was  in  the  Catholic  Church  until  he  was 
twenty  years  old,  and  spent  one  year  in  a 
Catholic  college.  He  has  alto  studied  and 
practised  law.  While  engaged  in  teaching 
he  gave  especial  attention  to  rhetoric  and 
elocution,  and  is  himself  a  good  illustration 
of  the  latter  art.  He  is  a  member  of  Bro. 
White’s  church  at  Carson,  and  appears  to  be 
a  devout  Christian,  and  bids  fair  to  become  1 
ne  of  our  most  acceptable  ministers.” 

PRESBYTERY  OF  IOWA  CITY,  AND  SYNOD 
OF  IOWA.  -fCS ,65^ 

The  Presbytery  of  Iowa  City  met  at  Clin¬ 
ton,  a  rapidly  growing  town,  due  east  from 
Chicago  on  the  Mississippi  River,  where  it 
is  spanned  by  a  beautiful  bridge.  Nearly 


eight  years  ago  the  writer  came  to  Clinton  a 
stranger— found  everything  in  a  pristine 
state— the  church  numbering  nineteen  mem¬ 
bers,  including  absentees.  During  the  three 
years  and  a  half  of  our  labor  with  this  peo¬ 
ple,  forty-two  were  added  to  the  church 
making  a  membership  of  fifty-three.  Since 
that  time  they  have  had  three  regular  min¬ 
isters.  The  city  is  rapidly  growing,  nearly 
200  buildings  are  now  being  erected. 

The  church  is  now  under  the  charge  ol 
Rev.  O.  D.  W.  White.  His  predecessors 
were  Rev.  James  Knox  and  Rev,  John 
M’Leisb,  jun. 

The  Presbytery  was  very  well  attended. 
Revs.  S.  J.  Humphrey  and  H.  H.  Kellogg 
were  present  at  Presbytery  and  Synod,  and 
made  interesting  addresses  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion  in  the  evening,  on  the  subject  of  Foreign 
Missions. 

Mr.  Humphrey  is  District  Secretary  of 
the  American  Board,  and  Mr.  Kellogg  Dis¬ 
trict  Secretary  for  Home  Missions  for  the 
West. 

Brother  Kellogg  has,  however,  received 
and  accepted  a  call  to  the  “  1st  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Marshalltown,  Iowa,”  where  our 
lamented  Brother  L.  H.  Loss  labored  and 
died,  Bro.  Kellogg  has  a  son-in-law  a  mis¬ 
sionary  at  Antioch,  Syria,  who  is  on  a  short 
visit  to  this  country.  The  death  of  his  little 
child  may  have  been  noticed  in  print. 

•  The  committee  on  ’Home  Missions  was 
changed,  owing  to  a  division  of  Presbytery, 
and  is  as  follows  :  George  D.  A.  Hebard, 
Abner  D.  Chapman,  S.  J.  Mills,  ministers, 
and  elder  D.  S.  Holmes  of  Iowa  City. 

The  Synod  of  Iowa  met  at  Lyons,  where 
Brother  H.  L.  Stanley  has  been  laboring 
for  two  and  a  half  years  with  acceptance 
and  success.  He  was  elected  Stated  Clerk 
of  Synod.  Rev.  H.  B.  Holmes  was  elected 
Moderator.  Dr.  H.  Kendall  was  present 
and  gave  us  a  free  and  plain  talk  on  Home 
Missions.  We  were  all  glad  to  see  and  wel¬ 
come  him  to  our  body.  May  it  not  be  the 
last  timo.  He  preached  by  appointment, 


ft* 


Sunday  evening,  in  Bro.  Stanley’s  church. 

Synod  has  taken  measures  to  secure  a 
Synodical  missionary.  It  is  thought  that 
an  active,  earnest  man  will  do  great  good 


in  this  capacity,  and  in  the  end  be  no  addi-  ries,  and.thelr  tributaries' “’-with  r  teaciy, 
tional  burden  or  expense  to  the  Home  Mis*  industrious,  energetic  population,  t  is 
sionary  Committee,  by  whom  he  is  expected  young,  and  thriving  State  has  a  prospec^ 


to  be  commissioned. 

Though  our  Church  is  somewhat  weak  in 
this  State,  still  we  are  growing,  taking  a 
higher  and  firmer  stand,  and  by  the  blessing 
of  God  upon  the  hearty  labors  and  prayers 


of  great  prosperity  and  wealth  before 
her. 


The  Dubuque  and  Sioux  City  road 
on  which  we  travelled,  is  completed  ior 
.  .  a  hundred  miles,  with  forty  miles  more 

of  his  humble  servants,  we  hope  to  be  a  under  contract,  to  be  finished  the  comm,. 


power  for  moral  good  in  this  charming  and 
healthy  State  of  the  West. 

Synod  meets  at  Marshalltown  next  Fall, 
the  2nd  Thursday  of  September. 

G.  D*  A»  HEBABDt 

Iowa  City,  Oct.  1865.  Stated  Clerk  of  Presbytery. 

WEST  FROM  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 


1 


summer.  This,  with  sixty  wile*  of 
branch  roads  now  being  run  upon,  and 
more  contemplated,  will  give  th  J 
from  which  it  takes  its  departure,  over 
two  hundred  miles  of  tributary  _  road. 


joiMi. , .  _ 

[CORRESPONDENCE  OP  THE  PRESBYTERIAN. 


rior.  Beside  these,  two  others  strike 
out  into  rich  counties  back  from  the 
river,  and  are  being  steadily  extended 
every  year.  The  principal  lines  are 
emulously  struggling  for  the  precedence 
in  tapping  the  rich  valleys  of  the  va¬ 
rious  fertilizing  streams  which  pour 
their  waters  either  in  a  south-easterly 
direction  tVthe  Mississippi,  oy  south¬ 
westerly  to  thw  Missouri.  These  fertile 
valleys  are  now  being  rapidly  filled  up 
with  sturdy  emigrants  from  States  to  the 
East.  It  is  estimated  at  the  State  Agri¬ 
cultural  Department,  that  nearly  a  mil¬ 
lion  of  sheep  alone  have  been  pastured 
upon  the  prairies  of  this  State  during- 
the  past  summer,  besides  immense  droves 
of  cattle  and  swine  enough  to  feed  vast 
armies  of  Gentiles.  With  luxuriant 
plains,  well  watered  as  Eden,  and  thor¬ 
oughly  drained  by  the  two  great  rivers 
which  form  her  east  and  west  bound  a- 


On  this  line  we  travelled  as  far  as  the 
iron  goes,  to  the  Cedar  river  a  beautiful 
atream,  whose  valley  is  note 
]  fertility.  The  pleasant  little  town  of. 

—  A  Cedar  Palls  has  been  located  here,,  bu 

Messrs.  Editors — A  sho!$  and  brief  its  prospects  have  been  materia  y 
trip  westward,  undertaken  partly  from  damaged  by  the  extension  of  a  r^c 
•  duty,  partly  on  pleasure,  wholly  on  road,  fifteen  miles  to  the  nort  ,  w  ic 
pleasurable  duty,  affords  me  the  oppor-  will  doubtless  attract  much  of  its^  oime^ 
tunity  of  opening  anew  my  budget,  trade  to  Waverly,  the  present  terminm. 
Four,  if  not  five,  principal  lines  of  rail-  At-  Waverly  we  have  a  promising 
road  are  projected  from  the  Mississippi  church,  under  the  care  of  t  e  ,eY* 

westward,  through  the  State  of  Iowa,  John  Smalley.  A  few  miles  eas  o 

each  completed  for  from  a  hundred  to  a  Cedar  Falls  is  the  town  of  a  er  oo, 

hundred  and  fifty  miles  into  the 4  inte-  a  prosperous  place,  also  situate  on  e 

Cedar!  and  full  of  people;  so  full  that 
one  can  hardly  find  a  place  to  lay  his 
head  There  were  sixty  arrivals  regis¬ 
tered  '  at  the  hotel  the  day  we  spent 
there,  though  the  draft  had  something 
to  do  with  that.  But  the  landlord  told 
us  that  the  daily  summer  average  of 
arrivals  had  been  about  twenty-five. 
Tere/  the  people  are  coming  to  look  up 
places  for  prospective  business,  or  to 
search  out,  dispose  of,  or  purchase  lands. 

A  good  Presbyterian  elder  from  New 
Jersey  was  found  at  the  hotel,  among 
others,  on  such  business,  who,  we  hope, 
is  well  on  his  way  home  now,  since  the 
thermometer  stood  at  fifteen  degrees 
below  zero  at  sunrise  yesterday,  and  at 
twenty-two  degrees  to-day,  (December 
8th  and  9th.)  In  Waterloo  we  found 
settled,  as  supply  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  the  other  branch,  the  Rev. 
S.  Phelps,  late  of  Sioux  City.  The, 


T" 


health  of  family  compelled,  him  to 
leave  the  Missouri  and  turn  his  face 
towards  the  East.  Erom  him  and  else¬ 
where  we  have  gleaned  several  items- 

of  religious -intelligence,  which  may  be 

of  interest  as  we  travel.  Our  church 
at  Sioux  City  is  now  vacant.  An  earn¬ 
est,  working,  live  man  is  needed,  on  a 
small  income,  to  work  in  this  premising 
and  important  field.  Another  very  im¬ 
portant  point  where  there  is  a  vacancy 
is  Nebraska.  City,  a  thriving  town,  with 
several  thousand  inhabitants,  and  pros¬ 
pect  of  many  more  speedily.  The  Rev. 
H  M.  Giltner  resigned  some  months 


The  Synod  of  Southern  Iowa  failed 
of  a  meeting  this  fall — cause,  want  of  a 
quorum.  It  was  to  have  met  at  Coun- 
"  cil  Bluffs,  on  the  Missouri  River,  but 
the  two  hundred  miles  of  coaching,  it  is 
supposed,  took  the  courage  from  the 
hearts  of  the  Presbyters.  Moral — It  is 
little  use  to  appoint  Synodical  meetings 
at  spots  so  distant  and  inconvenient  as 
to  prevent  the  attendance  of  any  re¬ 
spectable  numl^r  of  members. 

Returning  from  our  trip  homewards 
we  come  to  some  very  fine  towns.  )In- 
dependence  is,  perhaps,  the  most  thriv- 


( 


ing  of  all,  situated  very  favourably  on 
since  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  super-  the  Wapsipinicon  river,  and  thronged 
intending  missionary  operations  in  that  with  new  comers.  Here  our  faithful 
region.  The  elder  in  that  church  who  and  excellent  brother,  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
may  be  addressed,  is  D.  J.  McCann,  Boggs,  has  for  a  number  of  years  occu¬ 
py-  but  they  want  an  active,  working  pied  a  good  position,  and  .succeeded,  by 
man.  the  Divine  blessing,  in  establishing  jL 

At  Port  Dodge,  Iowa,  a  point  of  fine  valuable  church.  At  another  point  much 
promise  on  this  projected  line  of  road,  nearer  the  river  is  Dyersville,  where  are 
two-thirds  of  the  way  towards  the  two  fme  churches  and  other  good  build- 
Missouri,  we  have  a  small  church, 
which  is  at  present  worshipping  with 
the  Congregationalists.  The  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions  is  ready  to  furnish  a 
liberal  appropriation  to  this  church  when 
the  right  man  is.  directed  thither.  It 


ings.  One  of  these  churches,  a  little 
grey  stone  chapel,  of  the  Gothic  order, 
perfectly  finished  and  complete  in  all  its 
appointments,  the  exact  picture  of  an 
English  country  church,  was  erected  by 
an  English  clergyman,  tKfc  Rev.  W.  H. 


was 


the  apostolic  plan  of  missions  to  -jjeu  (]e  Bourg,  who  has  settled  near  by, 


seize  prominent  central  points,  and  hold 
fast  to  them  as  sources  of  influence  for 
the  region  around  It  is  hoped  that  the 
system  of  appointing  superintendents  of 
1  missions  in  different  States  will-  secure 


with  the  intention  of  founding  an  estate. 
There  are  many  English  people  in  this 
neighbourhood  whq  take  great  comfort 
in 'their  chapel;  and,  indeed,  many  a 
people  might  envy  them.  This  chapel, 


the  occupation  of  more  of  such  influ-  un(jer  the  care  0f  the  Congregational 
ential  points,  and  less  of  uninfluential  ists>  was  dedicated  a  few  weeks  since, 
ones.  The  Rev.  D.  S.  McComb,  at  a  number .  of  the  Congregational  and 
Algona,  far  away  from  railroad,  and  m  0thex  clergy  being  present.  The  pastor 
the  depths  of  the  prairie  to  the  North-  desires  to  lay  the  foundations  here  for 
west,  reports  quite  a  Presbyterian  emi-  the  execution  of  a  plan  for  the  union  of 
gration  setting  in  towards  |hat  part  of  an  Evangelical  churches.  His  service  is 
the  State,  and  the  work  looking  up  with  partiy  Church  of  England,  partly  Inde- 
cheer.  .  pendent,  partly  Presbyterian;  and  at  ;h  \ 

Our  church  at  Eorreston  is  reported  dedication  your  correspondent  preached, 
as  gone  over  to  the  Congregationalists  a  Methodist  led 'in  prayer,  and  a  Con- 
with  about  a  dozen  members,  the  church  gregationalist  read  the  Scriptures.  Al- 
having  been  divided  by  Presbytery  not  together,  we  had  a  delightful  meeting, 
long  back,  to  settle  an  uncompromisable  and  1  think  tpe  liberal  and  earnest  views 
i  dispute.  We  wish  both  parties  much  Qf  the  ftagtor,  if  not  so  practical  at  pre- 
I  joy  in  their  new  relations. 


A 


sent  as  might  .be  desirable,  yet  were 
suggestive  and  promotive  of  brotherly 
•union  and  sympathy. 

At  Epworth  we  have  a  good  little 
church,  and  a  feebler  one  at  Peosta, 
both  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  W.  C. 
Carson.  From  this  latter  point  we  de¬ 
scend  gradually  twelve  miles,  to  the 
level  of  the  Mississippi;  the  prairie 
sweeping  off,  with  its  seemingly  bound¬ 
less  plains,  at  that  distance  at  an  eleva¬ 
tion  of  four  hundred  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  Father  of  Waters,  and  gradually 
ascending  towards  the  centre  of  the 
State,  then  declining  again  towards  the 
Missouri.  But  as  we  are  now  arrived 
at  home,  and  have  entertained  you  with 
such  as  we  had  ( silver  and  gold  have  I 
none)  by  the  way,  we  will  close  with  a 
parting  admonition  —  Beware  of  the 
broad  prairies  on  these  cold  days,  when 
the  wind  sweeps  on  in  uninterrupted 
course,  cutting  like  a  scythe  as  it  swings 
past  you.  It  is  a  terrible  thing  to  be 
lost  or  frozen  on  the  prairie.  A  gentle¬ 
man  from  this  part  of  the  world  lately 
went  to  England  expressly  to  bring  over 
his  aged  mother  with  him.  But  when 
the  good  woman  got  down  to  Liverpool, 
and  saw  the  water,  her  courage  failed 
her,  and  she  turned  about  and  went 
back  home,  saying,  “It  wad  be  an  awfu’ 
thing  to  be  buried  in  the  sea.”  The 
prairie  fe/like  the  sea  in  many  respects. 
But  th^Ve  missionaries  who  go  up  and 
down  upon  ‘it  faithfully  in  cold  and 
storm,  as  well  as  in  midsummer  calm — 
surely  their  sacrifices,  toils,  and  suffer¬ 
ings  are  pporly  appreciated  by  those 
who  are  not  in  a  position  to*  judge  of 
the  exposure  and  hardships  they. must 
endure.  Verbum  sat.  Hawke  ye. 


I  V  ***  V 

[CORRESPONDENCE  OP  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

West  of  the  Mississippi. 

Messrs.  Editors — It  may  seem  rather 
late  in  the  spring-time  to  tell  of  a  win¬ 
ter’s  trip;  yet  while  I  write,  in  the 
heart  of  March,  the  snow  is  thickening 
|  in  the  air,  and  drifting  before  the  driv¬ 


ing  wind,  and  we  are  having  a  regular 
old-fashioned  storm,  likely  to  end  in 
sleet  and  slush,  and  a  week  of  general 
impassibility.  This  reminds  me  of  some¬ 
thing  that  might  as  well  be  said  just 
here  as  any  where  —  which  is,  that 
whilst  reports  from  the  East  tell  of  a 
stormy,  disagreeable  winter,  we  of  the 
North-West  have  enjoyed  the  most  de¬ 
lightful  winter  of  'six  or  eight  years. 
There  has  been  very  little  extreme  cold, 
very  little  snow  or  storm,  but  a  succes¬ 
sion  of  clear,  charming  days,  with  but 
an  occasional  interruption  of  a  cloudy 
interloper.  January  and  February  were 
|  especially  delightful;  and  the  winter, 
though  opening  early,  has  yet  appeared 
unusually  short.  Well,  in  the  midst  of 
this  pleasant  winter  weather,  we  took 


of  this  young  and  lively  Hawkeye  State.  ! 
It  is  situated  on  the  river  of  the  same 
name,  at  a  point  near  the  centre  of  the 
State,  east  and  west,  and  about  a  half 
a  degree  below  the  centre  north  and 
south.  Its  location  is  naturally  pmtur-  j 
esque,  commercially  advantageous,  and 
politically  satisfactory.  Coal-beds  are 
beneath  it,  and  an  oil  prophecy  not  far 
off.  Three  railroads  from  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  are  striving  for  the  precedence  in 
reaching  it.  The  one  up  the  Des  Moines 
Yallny,  from  Keokuk  and  Burlington, 
completed  to  Pella ;  the  second,  the  due 
west  line  from  Davenport,  completed  to 
Grinnell;  third,  the  air-line  from  Chicago, 
completed  to  Nevada,  a  point  almost  di¬ 
rectly  north,  each  present  terminus  within 
fifty  miles  of  the  capital,  and.  the  last- 
mentioned  one  but  little  over  thirty. 
The  public  buildings,  Ac.  of  the  capital," 
existing  chiefly  in  the  future,  need  not 
call  forth  any  effort  of  our  imagination. 
There  is  no  city  in  the  State  with 
brighter  prospects;  and  few  States  more 
thoroughly  capable  of  cultivation  in 
every  acre  than  this  one,  whoso  water-  f 
shed  turns  its  streams  on  the  westward 
side  to  the  Missouri,  and  on  the  east 
towards  the  Mississippi;  its  central 
range  of  prairie  reaching  as  high  as 
seven  hundred  feet  above  the  bed  of 


the  latter  stream. 

* 

In  setting  out  upon  our  trip,  we  take 
a  branch  road  running  towards  the 
south-west  from  our  starting-point, 
about  seventy  miles  in  length,  and  tap¬ 
ping  the  Chicago  air-line  road,  save 
only  an  uncompleted  interval  of  five 
miles  of  staging.  Two  fine  rival  towns, 
separated  by  the  staging  aforesaid, 
Marion  and  Cedar  Rapids,  show  the 
fertility  of  the  country,  and  the  life  and 
energy  of  the  inhabitants.  At  each  of 
these  points  we  have  promising  church¬ 
es.  The  Marion  Church,  under  the  care 
of  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Marshall,  is  thriving 
and  awake.  The  Cedar  Rapids  Church 
has  lately  settled  a  young  brother  Mil¬ 
ler,  from  Temperanceville,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Yery  many  of  our  churches,  at 
vital  points  in  this  region,  are  flanked 
either  by  our  New-school  brethren  or 
by  the  Congregationalists,  and  these 
churches  are  not  exceptions.  The  for¬ 
mer  have  such  a  comparatively  weak 
hold  in  this  State,  that  if  our  Cincinnati 
friends  do  not  succeed  in  their  ecclesias¬ 
tical  dove-tailing  pretty  speedily,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  hopes,  it  would  not  be  a 
losing  bargain  for  either  branch  to  make 
a  trade,  the  one  side  giving  up  Michi¬ 
gan,  and  the  other  side  Iowa.  Still,  we 
hope  that  some  arrangement  may  event¬ 
ually  bring  us  into  one,  though  we  have 
I  little  faith  in  the  double-team  plan  of 
Princeton,  which  reminds  us  of  an  old 
mythological  picture  —  Pegasus  yoked 
with  an  ox.  We.  have  grave  doubts 
whether  their  winged  steed  will  work 
well  before  the  plough  with  our  sober 
ox,  with  its  old-fashioned  way  of  hold¬ 
ing  back,  and  festina  lente.  If  we  are 
one ,  let  us  not  be  two,  with  merely  a 
single  driver.  This  is  not -exactly  to 
the  point  of  our  letter,  but  it  may  be 
supposed  to  be  our  reflections,  suggested 
by  what  we  see  on  the  way. 

At  Cedar  Rapids  we  take  the  ears 
for  a  hundred  miles  westward.  Along 
this  part  of  the  road  chiefly  lies  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Toledo,  the  brethren  of  which 
j  seem  tenacious  of  their  corporate  name. 


'  ■  .  _  v  C 

despite  the  remonstrances  of  our  Ohio 
and  Maumee  friends.  It  is  a  missionary 
body,  and  is  doing  faithful  and  excel¬ 
lent  work  at  considerable  sacrifice.  The 
country  through  here  is  fruitful  and 
rich,  and  emigration  is  said  to  be  now 
rapidly  filling  it  up.  It  is  a  good  region 
for  Presbyterians  to  be  in.  At  Nevada, 
about  one  hundred  and  seventy  miles 
from  the  Mississippi,  we  take  stage  for 
a  thirty  miles’  ride  to  our  point  of  rest. 

It  is  a  cold,  wdntry  afternoon,  clear  and 
stinging;  but  fortunately  the  high  wind 
is  on  our  backs,  and  the  carpet-lined 
coach  well  protects  us  who  are  inside. 
But  we  frequently  hear  the  driver  warm¬ 
ing  his  hands  by*  throwing  his  arms 
around  his  body  rather  roughly,  after 
the  manner  of  the  profession  from  time 
immemorial. 

After  a  six  hours’  ride,  including  stop¬ 
page  for  supper  by  an  old  fashioned 
chimney-fire,  where  are  an  abundance  of 
well  prepared  “creature-comforts,”  we 
find  ourselves  at  our  journey’s  end, 
where  we  are  hospitably  entertained  by 
man  and  beast,  and  creeping  things,  ac¬ 
cording  to  hotel  custom  in  this  and 
many  other  parts  of  the  world.  Our 
church  at  Des  Moines,  for  which  we  have 
entertained  much  anxiety  in  the  past, 
seems  to  be  coming  up  out  of  the  depths, 
through  the  divine  blessing  upon  the  la¬ 
bours  of  its  present  efficient  pastor,  Rev. 

D.  L.  Hughes,  who  occasionally  speaks 
for  himself  in  your  columns.  This  point 
is  one  of  prime  importance,  and  ought  to 
be  closely  watched  and  carefully  cher¬ 
ished  by  our  Boards  until  it  can  stand 
alone.  The  New-school  and  Congrega¬ 
tionalists  each  have  a  church  here. 
Though  the  succeeding  day  was  cold 
and  windy,  kind  friends  piloted  us  about 
the  town;  and  from  the  surrounding 
bluffs  we  surveyed  the  pleasant  prospect, 
and  pictured  to  ourselves  the  work  of 
future  years  along  the  banks  of  this 
beautiful  stream.  We  fait  that,  we  were 
in  the  forefront  of  the  march  of  civiliza¬ 
tion  and  freedom  in  its  westward  jour- 


ney.  Yet  far  out  to  the  west  were  dots 
of  settlement  and  lines  of  emigration 
reaching  through  the  territories  even 
beyond  the  Rocky  Mountain  ranges. 
What  a  future  there  may  be  for  this 
vast  valley,  if  the  folly  and  wickedness 
of  man  do  not  thwart  the  beneficence 
and  mercy  of  the  Omnipotent  Ruler! 
The  future,  as  well  as  the  present,  needs 
our  prayers,  and  all  the  wisdom  that 
may  be  gleaned  from  the  past  by  divine 
guidance. 

Our  work  Being  finished  in  a  day,  we 

sat  out,  long  before  daybreak  of  the 
second  morning  after  our  arrival, *  for 
“home  again.”  A  generous  fellow-' 
townsman,  going  to  catch  the  train,  with 
a  fine  span  of  swift  travellers,  offered  us 
a  seat  beside  him  in  his  open  spring- 
wagon.  The  winds  were  low  and  again 
upon  our  back,  so  that  well  wrapped 
with  robes  of  buffalo,  upon  the  plains 
where  the  buffalo  himself  roamed  not 
many  years  ago,  we  sped  along,  glad  of 
the  chance  to  see  the  open  country  and 
take  observations  for  ourselves.  The 
moon  was  bright,  and  the  air  clear  and 
frosty,  the  thermometer  just  at  zero. 
And  with  an  umbrella  expanded  to  shut 
off  the  wind,  we  rode  comfortably,  while 
the  smooth  hard  roads  disappeared  be¬ 
hind  us  at  a  rapid  rate.  We  shall  not 
soon  forget  that  ride.  The  wide  and 
boundless  prairie,  in  many  places  un¬ 
broken  by  any  signs  of  human  settle¬ 
ment,  fading  away  in  the  distance,  indis¬ 
tinct  by  the  moonlight;  the  occasional 
streams  with  their  borders  of  timber ; 
the  rising  of  the  great  red  sun  out  of  the 
bare  fields  far  away  to  the  east,  eagerly 
and  long  watched  for,  after  the  bright¬ 
ening  horizon  heralded  his  coming;  the 
glistening  frost  upon  the  long,  dark  brown 
grass;  the  perfect  silence,  broken  only 
by  the  clear  ringing  of  the  shod  hoofi 
upon  tbB  frozen  ground,  or  the  flight  o 
the  steadily  flying  grouse,  or  the  start 
ling  whim  of  the  frightened  quail ;  th 
clear  column  of  ascending  smoke,  as  w< 
neared  the  farm-houses,  growing  frequen1 
now  that  we  approach  the  iron  roacj 


created  an  impression  tlmJ  was  not  only 
new  and  bright,  hut  win  be  lasting. 
The  thought  was  enforced  anew  upon  us, 
that  no  one  is  truly  prepared  to  journey 
to  foreign  lands,  until  he  has  studied 
the  wondrous  diversity  and  beauty  of 
his  own  country.  Hawkeye. 

[c5rRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Jan.  9,  1865. 

Messrs.  Editors  —  God  has  been 
pleased  to  bless  our  Church  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  both  temporally  and 
spiritually.  One  thousand  dollars  has 
been  raised,  by  which  a  debt  of  long 
standing  has  been  paid  off,  and  some 
needed  improvements  in '  the  church 
been  made.  Our  Sabbath-school  has 
greatly  increased;  and  lately  God  has 
been  pleased  to  pour  out  his  Holy 
Spirit  upon  us,  and  a  goodly  number 
have  been  awakened  and  led  earnestly  to 
inquire,  “What  must  I  do  to  be  saved?” 
Several  have  found  Jesus,  and  are  re¬ 
joicing  in  a  good  hope,  among  whom  is 
one  of  my  own  beloved  daughters. 
Others  are  still  in  deep  distress.  The 
Spirit  is  still  striving.  A  series  of  reli¬ 
gious  meetings,  held  for  the  last  ten 
days  in  connection  with  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  on  the 
1st  inst.,  has  been  blessed  in  the  revi¬ 
val  of  some  professors  of  religion,  and 
in  the  conversion,  we  hope,  of  some 
out  of  the  Church.  There  were  eight 
additions  to  our  little  church,  and  as 
many  more,  perhaps,  that  may  soon  be 
gathered  in.  A  precious  work  of  grace, 
too,  has  been  going  on  among  the  Sab¬ 
bath-school  children  of  this  place,  prin¬ 
cipally  under  the  labours  of  a ? good 
brother,  W.  S.  Gilman,  Jr.,  who  has 
lately  come  among  us  from  New  York, 
and  who  is  ready  to  every  good  word 
and  work.  As  many  as  from  twenty- 
five  to  forty  children  have  remained 
after  the  close  of  their  regular  meetings 
for  conversation  and  prayer.  Thp  in¬ 
terest  is  still  kept  up,  and  many,  we  , 
tru^t,  are  giving  their  hearts  to  Jesus. 


The  Union  Fraycr-meetmgs  of  last 
week,  held  each^ day  from  nine'to  ten 
j  o’clock,  A.  M.,  were  largely  attended 
and  deeply  interesting.  It  was  re¬ 
solved  to  continue  them  at  least  another 
week.  There  is  much  prayer  and  desire 
I  waked  up  in  all  the  churches  here  for 
larger  measures  of  the  Spirit  of  Divine 
grace.  0  that  the  windows  of  heaven 
might  be  opened,  and  a  blessing  be 
poured  out  upon  all  classes  in  this 
rapidly  growing  city,  until  there  should 
I  not  be  room  enough  to  receive  it. 

“Hawkeye”  delivered,  a  few  weeks 
since,  an  admirable  address  on  “Patriot¬ 
ism”  to  an  appreciative  audience — it 
being  one  of  the  lectures  of  a  course 
!  before  the  Young  Men’s  Association 
here.  Yours,  &c.  D.  L.  H. 

- nr- - 

[CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

Iowa  City,  Aug.  23,  1865. 

Messrs.  Editors . — Last  Sabbath  was 
a  joyful  day  to  the  good  people  com¬ 
posing  the  congregation  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Iowa  City,  for 
then  were  they  permitted  to  dedicate  to 
God  their  new  sanctuary.  Long  had 
they  laboured,  and  often  had  their  hopes 
been  deferred.  Years  had  passed  since 
they  laid  the  foundations  of  the  now 
completed  house  of  worship;  and  they 
seemed  truly  grateful  to  the  Great  Giver 
that  he  had  enabled  them  to  enter  at 
last,  as  worshippers,  the  spacious  and 
beautiful  sanctuary  they  had  so  long 
been  labouring  to  erect.  Rational  ex¬ 
pressions  of  prayer  and  praise  are  now 
heard  where,  for  years,  no  other  than 
the  irrational  song  of  the  ^)irds  rose  to 
reach  the  ear  of  the  Infinite  Creator — 
“for  there  the  swallow  had  found  her 
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nest.”  The  day  was  remarkably  fine, 
and  every  part  of  the  new  sanctury  was 
densely  filled  with  worshippers — I  trust 
most  were  so  indeed. 

The  South  Presbyterian  (Yew-school), 
under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
I  Hubard,  and  the  Methodist  congrega¬ 


tion,  nad,  with  a  very  fraternal  spirit,' 
united  with  the  congregation  who,  for 
the  first  time,  worship  in  their  new 
church;  and  the  whole  Christian  com¬ 
munity  seemed  to  rejoice  in  the  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  work  that  had  long  been  de-  j 
layed.  A  number  of  ministers  were 
present.  The  sermon  on  the  occasion, 
which  was,  in  the  opinion  of  the  writer, 
exceedingly  appropriate  and  excellent, 
was  preached  by  the  Rev.  R.  C.  Mat¬ 
thews,  D.D.,  of  Monmouth,  Ill.  I  have 
not  room  for  any  analysis  of  the  Doctor’s 
sermon  that  would  do  justice  to  it,  and 
therefore  will  not  attempt  to  describe  it. 
Long  may  he  be  spared  to  edify  the 
church  by  his  clear,  faithful,  and  affec¬ 
tionate  presentations  of  divine  truth. 
The  pastor,  Rev.  S.  M.  Osmond,  before 
offering  the  dedicatory  prayer,  made  a 
brief  statement  with  reference  to  the 
history  of  the  church,  of  which  the  fol¬ 
lowing  were  the  principal  facts,  viz:-^- 
About  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  elapsed 
since  the  organization  of  this  church. 
Expecting,  at  some  future  day,  to  pre¬ 
sent  a  more  minute  history  of  its  che¬ 
quered  and  eventful  career,  the  speaker 
said  he  would  only  refer  to  the  more 
prominent  facts  with  reference  to  the 
external  sanctuary.  The  organization 
took  place  in  1840.  Some  time  after 
this,  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hummer,  a  church  edifice  was  com¬ 
menced;  but  in  1849  it  had  not  been  1 
completed,  and  such  was  the  condition 
of  the  church,  owing  to  losses  and  other 
circumstances,  that  a  re-organization  be¬ 
came  necessary,  which  was  effected  that 
year  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hazard.  Some  time  afterward  the  edi- 
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lice  was  completed.  It  was  a  comforta¬ 
ble  and  sufficiently  commodious  brick 
building.  In  1856  this  building  was  j 
repaired  and  much  improved,  but  imme-  j 
diately  following  the  completion  of  these  | 
improvements  it  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
Thus  suddenly  were  the  fair  prospects 
of  the  church,  for  increased  useful¬ 
ness,  beclouded.  The  congregation  was 


again  homeless.  The  calamity  occur¬ 
red  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  F. 
A.  Shearer.  Not  yielding  to  these  dis¬ 
couragements,  pastor  and  people,  with 
renewed  energy,  addressed  themselves 
to  the  work  of  restoration.  A  new  edi¬ 
fice,  on  a  larger  scale,  was  at  once  pro¬ 
jected.  The  walls  of  this  house  were 
erected  during  the  following  year.  Then 
other  and  greater  trials  were  found  to 
be  in  store.  The  financial  disaster  of 
185?  swept  over  the  West,  leaving 
many  sad  wrecks  in  its  ruinous  course. 
From  this  cause,  and  others  equally 
calamitous,  this  afflicted  church  greatly 
suffered.  Its  work  of  restoration  and 
enlargement  was  arrested ;  profound  dis¬ 
couragement,  for  a  season,’  prevailed; 
the  prospect  of  utter  bankruptcy,  and 
the  forfeiture  of  their  property,  stared 
the  congregation  in  the  face.  But  help 
was  provided  in  the  hour  of  need. 
Under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  0.  O. 
McClean,  whose  vigorous  efforts  were 
heartily  seconded  by  the  congregation, 
the  work  was  resumed.  And  here,  the 
pastor  said,  grateful  record  should  be 
made  of  those  individuals  who  so  gen¬ 
erously  aided  the  church  in  this  hour  of 
sore  trial.  They  should  ever  be  re¬ 
garded  as  its  benefactors.  Thus,  by 
the  noble  generosity  of  friends  at  home 
and  abroad,  the  threatening  clouds  were 
driven  back,  and  light  again  beamed  in 
upon  the  now  cheered  congregation. 
Having  secured  a  comfortable  place  for 
worship — the  basement  of  their  new 
church — continued  prosperity  has  been 
granted  them,  until  now,  in  the  good 
providence  of  God,  they  have  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  worshipping  Him  in  their  main 
audience-room,  which  is,  I  think,  unsur¬ 
passed  by  any  similar  room  in  the  State, 
in  its  chaste  beauty  and  general  arrange¬ 
ments.  The  ladies  of  the  congregation 
provided  its  handsome  furniture,  at  a 
cost  of  twelve  hundred  dollars.  The 
children  of  the  Sabbath-school  purchased 
the  Bible,  and  Psalm  and  Hymn-book — 
both  of  the  most  elegant  style. 

A  liberal  collection  was  taken,  and 


since,  by  the  sale  of  pews,  provision  is 
made  to  meet  all  the  liabilities  of  the 
congregation. 

The  sermon  in  the  evening  was  preach¬ 
ed  by  the  Rev.  W.  E.  Ijams,  pastor  of 
the  Danville  Presbyterian  church,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  This  place  was  Mr.  Ijam’s 
home  for  some  time,  while  he  had 
charge  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum, 
and  .here  he  has  many  warm  friends 
and  is  generally  beloved.  This  week 
he  returns  to  his  labours  in  Pennsylva- 
Our  friends  in  Iowa  City  have 


nia. 


not  yet  completed  their  work.  The 
tower  of  their  church  has  been  carried 
no  farther  up  than  the  roof.  Its  com¬ 
pletion  will  add  much  to  the  external 
beauty  of  their  edifice,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  ere  long  they  may  be  able 
to  put  the  cap-stone  in  its  place.  They 
have  a  very  efficient  Board  of  Trustees', 
who  have  been  indefatigable,  especially 
Henry  Murry,  M.D.,  who  has  given 
much  valuable  time  to  the  work  already 
accomplished.  Should  there  be  delay 
ere  the  external  structure  rise  higher, 
may  there  be  no  delay  on  the  part  pf 
this  church  and  all  around  it,  in  seeking 
a  more  elevated  tone  of  piety  and  devo¬ 
tion,  constrained  by  more  ardent  love 
of  the  Master. 

There  are  other  important  items,  of 
which  I  had  intended  to  speak  in  this 
communication,  but  it  has  been  unduly 
prolonged  already,  and  they  must  be 
passed  for  the  present,  if  not  altogether. 

West  of  the  Mississippi. 


GERMAN  THEOLOGICAL  SCHOOL 
OF  THE  NORTH-WEST. 

-i  ml- 

c  [  CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

West  of  the  Mississippi. 

Messrs.  Editors — A  little  more  than  a 
year  ago,  a  statement  was  sent  to  you  re- 1 
lating  to  the  work  of  our  Church  among 
the  Germans  of  the  North-west,  aud  an 
appeal  was  made  to  the  churches  for  a  I 
fund  with  which  to  purchase  a  building* 
for  the  use  of  the  young  men  who  were! 


it,  something  over  $100  for  repairs,  and! 
in  training  for  the  ministry,  under  the  |  a  little  more  than  $200  for  needful  fur- 1 
care  of  Rev.  Vanvliet.  It  gives  meBnishing.  The  chief  want  remaining  is  a 
pleasure,  in  making  a  report  of  the  mat- B  moderate  library,  of  good,  solid,  religious  j 
ter,  to  record  the  liberality  of  the  re- 1  literature,  a  beginning  towards  which 
sponse  on  the  part  of  our  friends.  |  has  already  been  made. 


Slowly,  yet  surely,  have  the  funds  been 
sent  in,  until  a  little  over  $1200  has 
come  to  hand.  This  has  secured  the 
lot  and  buildings  needed,  together  with 
limited  and  necessary  repairs,  and  par¬ 
tial  furnishing  of  the  rooms,  leaving  no 
debt  to  speak  of.  One  hundred  dollars 
additional  will  not  only  leave  the  mat¬ 
ter  perfectly  clear,  but  will  furnish  all 
necessary  merans  for  the  operations  of 
the  year  to  come.  Who  will  lend  us  a 
helping  hand  in  this? 

^Many  of  the  subscriptions  have  al¬ 
ready  been  acknowledged  through  your 
columns,  and  others  by  private  letter,  or 
through  the  Boai;d  of  Education.  For 
this  success  much  is  due  to  the  Assist¬ 
ant  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education, 
who  has  been  personally  on  the  ground, 
and  inspected  the  work,  and  who  en¬ 
tered  into  the  matter  with  great  zeal. 

The  Presbytery  of  Huntingdon  alone, 
through  his  influence  and  that  of  the 
pastors,  contributed  over  $500,  as  fol¬ 
lows: — Ilollidaysburgh  church,  $100; 
East  Kishacoquillas  church,  $39;  Mifflin- 
town  and  Lost  Creek,  $02;  West  Kish¬ 
acoquillas,  $65 ;  Spruce  Creek  church, 
$100  ;  Sinking  Yalley  and  Logan  Valley 
churches,  $T0 ;  Shirleysburg  church,  $14; 


The  possession  of  property  obtained 
through  the  funds  of  the  church,  ren¬ 
dered  it  necessary  that  the  school  should 
come  into  the  hands  of  the  church.  Ac¬ 
cordingly,  Mr.  Vanvliet  offered  it  to  the 
Presbyteries  of  Dubuque  in  Iowa,  and 
Dane  in  Wisconsin,  requesting  them  to 
i  assume  control  of  it.  A  brief,  but  com- 
Ipendious  constitution  was  accordingly 
j  framed  and  adopted  by  those  Presbyte- 
iries,  by  which  the  school  became  their 
joint  possession,  and  a  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors  was  chosen  to  manage  its  affairs. 
A  Professorship  was  established,  to  be 
called  “The  Vanvliet  Professorship,”  to 
which  Rev.  A.  Vanvliet  was  elected,  he 
still  refusing,  as  always  heretofore,  to  re¬ 
ceive  any  compensation  for  the  instruc¬ 
tion  he  so  ably  imparts,  and  to  which 
he  gives  the  greater  portion  of  his  time. 
A  tutor  was  also  appointed,  whose  sup¬ 
port  for  the  coming  year  is  provided  for. 
There  are  now  six  students  in  the  school 
in  course  of  training,  one  of  whom  is 
supported  by  a  feeble  German  church  in 
Illinois,  which  thus  shows  its  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  the  worth  of  this  work.  There 
is  a  prospect  of  four  or  five  more  stu¬ 
dents  for  the  coming  year,  young  men 
of  the  right  stamp.  Steps  have  been 
taken  to  incorporate  the  school  under 


Milroy  church,  $6t.  „„  _ r _  JHHBI 

Other  large  donations  are  as  follows  |  the  }aws  0f  the  State  of  Iowa. 
First  church,  New  York  city,  $100 1  Thn«  with  this  comnarath 
First  church,  Morristown,  New  Jersey 
$100;  Warrior  Run  church,  Pennsylva 
nia,  $30;  Spring  Garden  church,  Phila 
delphia,  $100  ;  East  Waterford  and  Me 
Cullough’s  church,  $40.  The  balance  is 
chiefly  from  private  individual  source 
and  has  already  been  acknowledged 
The  Church  at  large,  and  all  the  friend 
of  the  school,  are  especially  grateful  foi 


Thus,  with  this  comparatively  slight 
expense,  the  good  work  of  training  men 
for  the  ministry  is  going  on  with  equal 
diligence  and  success  in  this  western 
log  College,  as  in  our  larger  Seminaries 
whose  endowments  are  so  munificent, 
chiefly  owing  to  the  self-sacrifice  and 
persistent  labours  of  one  faithful  heait, 
whose  keen  eye  ten  years  ago  measured 
the  necessity,  and  the  practical  way  to 


this  liberality  abounding  towards  thi J  aieet  it ;  a  man  whose  patient  devotion, 
valuable  enterprise.  In  the  expenditure  through  all  these  years,  is  above  praise, 
of  this  money,  a  little  over  $900  was  This  work  is  constantly  opening  before] 
|  paid  for  the  lot  and  the  two  houses  upon  us  a  surprising  manner,  and  were  all1 


our  students  now  in  the  school  gradua¬ 
ted,  we  could  give  them  promising  fields 
at  once.  There  is  a  settlement  of  Han¬ 
overians  at  Foreston,  not  far  from  Free¬ 
port,  Illinois,  consisting  of  about  one 
hundred  families.  The  ministers  of! 
their  native  province  are  chiefly  ortho-, 
dox  Calvinists  from  Holland.  This 
community,  desiring  an  orthodox  church 
among  themselves,  sent  for  Mr.  Yan- 
vliet,  who  went  to  visit  them,  and  held 
service  with  them.  He  supposes,  from 
observation,  that  a  church  of  over  fifty 
members,  who  would  undergo  careful 
examination,  could  be  established  there, 
and  they  are  able  and  willing  to  erect  a 
church  building  of  themselves.  They 
have  employed  for  some  time  one  of  their 
number,  who  seems  to  be  a  devoted  and 
earnest  man,  as  a  Bible-reader,  to  go 
about  among  them,  and  teach  them  and 
their  children  the  truth,  being  unable  to 
find  an  evangelical  minister.  They  have 
sent  this  man,  this  session,  to  our  Theo¬ 
logical  School,  and  he  is  the  one  re¬ 
ferred  to  above,  who  is  supported  by 
them  while  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
studies.  They  are  patiently  waiting 
until  he  shall  have  been  sufficiently  in¬ 
structed  to  preach  to  them,  or  until 
they  can  find  one  who  will  come  and< 
break  to  them  the  bread  of  life. 

There  is  also  a  large  community  of 
Hollanders  about  a  hundred  miles  west 
of  us  in  Iowa,  who  are  expecting  this 
spring  a  number  of  other  families  of 
their  own  people  from  Illinois,  who 
have  been  visited  at  their  request  by 
Mr.  Yanvliet,  and  who  desire  an  evan¬ 
gelical  minister.  A  church  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  organized  there  this  summer, 
numbering  about  sixty  members,  to  be 
! received  upon  examination;  but  where 
shall,  we  get  a  worthy  minister  fori 
ithem  ? 

There  is  another  large  and  flourishing 
| settlement  in  Hardin  county,  in  this 
State,  which  has  been  waiting  in  vain 
for  a  minister,  and  which  will  do  well 
by  one  when  he  can  be  secured. 

There  are  also  two  other  churches 


which  have  erected  their  own  louses  of] 
worship  without  aid,  and  have  been 
waiting  the  same  length  of  time  until  g 
some  one  may  be  sent  to  preach  to  them. 
These  are  fields  which  present  them-1 
selves  without  any  search.  Many  more  || 
of  equal  promise  and  importance  could 
pdoubtedly  be  found,  had  we  the  mm-  JL 
isers  for  them.  Those  students  who  m 

have  gone  out  into  the  work,  of  whom 
there  are  now  ten,  are  successfully  en- 
o-aged  in  the  field,  with  one  exception, 
and  their  churches  are  as  thriving  and 
spiritual  as  the  majority  of  American 
churches,  and  are  exerting  a  far  greater 
influence  than  many  of  other  kinds. 

The  question  has  been  again  and 
again  asked,  why  not  send  ministers  to 
preach  to  them  in  English?  And  were 
it  possible  to  reach  them  in  this  way, 
it  would  indeed  be  preferable.  But  it 
is  well  known  that  these  foreigners  pre¬ 
fer  to,  and  will  settle  in  communities ; 
and  gradually  the  English  work  out 
from  them  and  leave  them  all  alone 
together.  Thus  living,  they  do  not 
rapidly  acquire  our  language.  I  am 
assured  that  there  are  multitudes  of 
Germans  in  Pennsylvania,  and  other 
Eastern  States,  who  have  been  born 
and  brought  up  there,  who  never  pre¬ 
tend  to  speak  our  language.  So  it  is 
every  where — much  less  can  they  under¬ 
stand  preaching  in  English.  So  it  will 
doubtless  be  to  a  certain  extent  in  many 
places  for  several  generations,  especially 
among  the  more  illiterate.  So  that  we 
might  as  well  send  missionaries  tc 
preach  in  English  to  the  Chinese,  or 
other  foreign  peoples,  as  to  these  Ger¬ 
mans  here.  If  we  wait  for  them  to 
learn  English,  wo  will  lose  the  present 
generation,  and  a  great  majority  of  the 
next,  while  the  infidel  will  be  dissemi¬ 
nating  his  ruinous  opinions  among  them 
unopposed  and  uncontradicted  mean¬ 
while. 

Our  students  are  carefully  instructed 
in  English,  and  urged  to  use  it  wherever 
it  can  be  done.  But  to  send  out  none 
P  but  English  ministers  to  these  fields  now 
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wouia  oe  dud  to  auanuon  an  ellorts  to 
do  them  good.  And  why  the  gospel 
cannot  be  preached  as  truly  and  well  in 
German  as  in  English,  if  needs  be,  I 
cannot  see.  This  is  practically  the 
foreign  missionary  work  come  over  to 
us  in  this  country ;  and  not  only  the 
love  of  souls,  but  the  love  of  our  own 
land  and  people  requires  that  we  should 
faithfully  discharge  our  duties  to  them, 
to  the  extent  of  our  abilities.  Those 
who  are  sent  to  the  field,  go  forth  after 
careful  examination  and  clear  approval 
by  the  Presbyteries.  And  the  fruits  of 
their  labours  attest  the  wisdom  ’of  the 
Church  in  granting  them  commissions. 
After  a  close  and  somewhat  jealous  ob¬ 
servation  of  this  whole  movement  for 
several  years,  I  am  more  and  more  con-|- 
vinced  that,  so  far  as  I  can  observe,  in 
our  missionary  fields  or  elsewhere,  there 
is  no  sphere  of  ministerial  education  or 
labour  in  which  so  much  seems  to  be 
accomplished  in  proportion  to  the  cost  of 
sustentation,  as  in  this  work  among  the 
Germans  in  the  North-west.  May  the 
Lord  prosper  it  and  make  it  to  increase. 

Hawkeye. 

-f  or  tho  Presbyterian. 

DEATH  OF  A  MINISTER. 

_  j  </(  <—  » 

Messrs.  Editors-* — It  becomes  our  duty 
to  chronicle  the  death  of  another  minis- 
i  ter — the  Rev.  Alexander  Boyd,  of  Solon, 

|  Iowa,  which  took  place  at  the  residence 
j  of  his  son-in-law,  William  Boyce,  Esq  , 
December  9,  in  the  sixty-ninth  year  of 
his  age.  Mr.  Boyd  was  born  in  the 
county  of  Tyrone,  Ireland,  and  gradua¬ 
ted  in  the  College  of  Belfast  in  1825. 

He  came  to  this  country  in  1831,  hav¬ 
ing  previously  married  the  daughter  oP 
the  Rev.  William  Dickey,  and  was  there¬ 
fore  a  brother-in-law  to  the  Rev.  J.  W. 
Martin,  D.D.,  of  the  Ashmun  Institute. 

His  wife  survives  him.  He  was  or¬ 
dained  by  a  Presbytery  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church,  at  Newcastle,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  afterwards  connected 
himself  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  was  for  some  time  pastor  of  the 


Eruit  Hill  and  Mount  Pleasant  churches, 
in  the  Presbytery  of  Huntingdon.  He 
has  been  eleven  years  in  Iowa,  but  for 
several  years  has  not  been  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  preaching.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  a  fluent  speaker,  and  an  excellent 
classical  scholar.  *  % 

He  greatly  regretted,  toward  the  close 
of  his  life,  that  the  circumstances  by  | 
which  he  had  been  surrounded  seemed 
to  shut  the  door  against  the  more  con¬ 
stant  exercise  of  his  ministry.  He  was, 
no  doubt,  better  suited  to  the  work  re¬ 
quired  in  an  established  congregation, 
than  to  this  new  and  difficult  mission- 
ary  region.  Its  difficulties  had  greatly 
discouraged  him.  His  end,  however, 
was  peaceful,  and  he  bore  testimony  to 
the  preciou^ness  of  the  gospel.  0 

[correspondence  of  the  PRESS V'JfEUl an. j 

Messrs.  Editors — The  Rev.  T.  H. 
Cleland,  Jr.,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Tran¬ 
sylvania,  Kentucky,  has  accepted  a  call 
from  the  church  of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa, 
and  entered  upon  his  labours  as  pastor 
of  that  church. 

The  Rev.  N.  H.  G.  Fife,  pastor  of 
the  Connellsville  church,  in  the  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Redstone,  Pennsylvania,  has 
been  called  to  the  Presbyterian  church 
at  Clinton,  Iowa.  This  church  has 
hitherto  been  of  the  New-school  “per¬ 
suasion,”  but  it  is  expected  that  it  will 
immediately  change  its  ecclesiastical 
relations,  and  become  connected  with 
the  Old-school  Presbytery  of  Cedar. 
During  the  past  few  months  it  has  been 
supplied  by  different  ministers  of  our 
Church,  who  were  not  candidates  for 
the  pastorate.  It  is  a  prominent  and 
flourishing  church,  is  self-sustaining, 
and  a  very  liberal  salary  is  already  pro¬ 
vided  for  its  new  pastor.  After  all,  is 
not  this  the  best  method  for  effecting  a 
real  and  permanent  union  of  the  two 
branches? 


I 
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I  Form  No.  1011— Met’l. 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 

WEATHER  BUREAU. 


CLIMATE  AND  CROP  SERVICE. 

- - -  ( 

\oluntary  Observer’s  Memoranda. 


(Date) 

,  190 

Temperature. 

Maximum,  _ 

Minimum,  . 

Precipitation. 
(Rain  and  melted  snow. ) 

♦Amount, _ 

.  inches. 

inches. 

Snowfall, _ _ 

(Since  yesterday’s  record. ) 

Snow  on  ground,  _ 

(At  time  of  observation. ) 

inches. 

♦From  rain  and  meltedshow. 

Note  -  -As  soon  as  observation  is  made 
all  figured  should  be  transferred  to  Form 
No.  1009— Met’l. 
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✓  LETTER  FROM 

[CORRESPONDENCE  OP  THE  PRESBYTERIAN,] 

I  Messrs.  Editors— The  State  of  Iowa 
is  more  than  six  times  as  large  as  New 
Jersey,  and  contains  an  area  of  four 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  fourteen 
square  miles  more  than  Pennsylvania, 
>.|Its  present  population  approximates  a 
million  souls,  and  is  rapidly  increasing. 
Its  exports  year  before  last  amounted  to 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  No  State  in  the 
Union  has  less  waste  land  ;  nor  has  any 
part  of  our  great  country  a  more  healthy 
climate.  These  facts,  in  connection 
with  the  very  honourable  record  which 
this  young  State  has  made  for  herself, 
during  the  great  struggle  through  which 
the  nation  has  recently  passed,  must  at¬ 
tract  the  attention  of  the  thoughtful, 
and  especially  the  Christian,  in  all  parts 
of  our  country.  In  order,  therefore, 
that  some  information  may  be  given 
which  may  answer  the  inquiries,  to 
some  extent,  of  your  readers,  with 
reference  to  the  condition  of  our  beloved 
Church  in  this  region,  I  once  more  ad¬ 
dress  the  Presbyterian,  which  has,  no 
doubt,  a  more  general  circulation  than 
any  of  our  religious  journals. 

Presbytery  of  Cedar. 

This  body  has  just  held  its  fall  meet¬ 
ing  at  Davenport,  in  Dr.  Anderson’s 
church,  which  is  in  a  healthy  and  pros¬ 
perous  condition.  The  attendance  was 
good,  and  the  sessions  very  pleasant; 
but  as  the  duties  which  claimed  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Presbytery  were  principally 
routine,  they  need  not  be  characterized. 
The  ministerial  membership  is  now 
seventeen.  The  number  of  churches  is 
about  thirty.  Of  this  number  nine  or 
ten  are  self-sustaining.  Seven  are  en- 
|  gaged  in  building  houses  of  worship. 

!  Four  new  men  have  entered,  or  are 
about  to  enter  upon  their  labours  within 
the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery,  viz.,  Rev. 
Messrs.  Hughes  at  Tipton,  Adams  at 


Summit  and  Long  Grove,  Vannuys  at 
Milton,  and  Khun  at  Fnlton  and  Walcat. 
Thus  nearly  all  the  vacancies  are  sup¬ 
plied. 

One  member  of  the  Presbytery,  the 
Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  is  now  district  mis¬ 
sionary  for  the  State ;  it  is  hoped  great 
good  will  be  accomplished  by  his  in¬ 
strumentality  ;  that  many  vacancies  will 
be  filled,  and  many  new  fields  of  mis-  . 
sionary  effort  developed.  His  work  is  i 
one  that  calls  for  great  self-denial ;  but 
it  is  one  which  may  be  productive  of 
the  richest  fruits. 

Davenport,  where  the  Cedar  Presby¬ 
tery  has  been  in  session,  is  like  all  our  i 
Iowa  cities,  growing  and  improving.  \ 

The  United  States  government  is  spend¬ 
ing  vast  sums  of  money  on  Rock  Island, 
which  is  fully  in  view  of  the  citizens  of 
Davenport.  As  your  readers  have  often 
been  told  of  this  beautiful  place  and  its 
surroundings,  I  will  not  occupy  your 
space  in  repeating  what  has  been  so 
often  said.  There  is  one  thing,  how¬ 
ever,  which  I  have  not  seen  noticed  in 
the  Presbyterian,  viz: 

-‘-T  The  Soldier’s  Orphan’s  Home.  ^  I 

A  The  main  branch  of  this  important 
charity,  originally  the  work  of  private 
benevolence,  is  located  in  the  vicinity  of 
Davenport.  The  general  government, 
very  properly,  turned  over  one  of  the 
military  camps,  which  had  been  estab¬ 
lished  there,  to  the  State  of  Iowa,  which 
has  now  assumed  the  work  of  sustaining' 
the  Home.  These  military  buildings 
have  been  very  conveniently  fitted  up 
for  their  new  use.  The  place  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  one,  about  two  miles  north  of  the  1 
city.  A  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Presbytery,  before  leaving  Davenport 
for  Dubuque,  where  the  Synod  of  Iowa 
was  to  meet,  visited  the  Home.  They 
found  the  institution  in  very  good  con¬ 
dition.  The  schools  were  in  session 
and  several  of  the  brethren  were  invi'ed 
to  address  the  pupils.  The  writer  Uas 
had  much  opportunity  for  observation 
among  children,  and  gives  it  as  his 


opinion  that  he  never  saw  an  equal 
number  of  children  give  better  attention 
to  what  was  said  to  them,  answer  the 
questions  they  were  asked  more  readily, 
and  conduct  themselves  with  more  pro¬ 
priety.  He  was  thankful  to  the  Great 
Giver,  who  had  put  it  into  the  heart  of 
an  energetic  and  benevolent  lady  to  con¬ 
ceive  and  carry  out,  with  assistance  of 
others,  so  noble  a  work. 

There  are  at  present  about  four  hundred 
and  thirty  orphans  in  the  Home.  They 
are  of  all  ages,  from  two  to  eighteen.  The 
institution  is  under  the  immediate  super¬ 
vision  of  M.  B.  Cochran,  M.D.,  a  Chris¬ 
tian  gentleman,  who  seems  eminently 
qualified  for  his  post,  which  is  one  of 
great  labour  and  responsibility.  Dr. 
Cochran  is  a  member  of  the  Iowa  City 
Presbyterian  church,  where  he  was  re¬ 
cently  elected  a  ruling  elder.  Mrs. 
Whittenmeyer,  the  lady  who  originated 
the  work,  is  also  there  as  matron  of  the 
institution.  The  teachers  are  all  active 
Christians,  connected  with  some  one  of 
the  evangelical  churches. 

There  are  two  other  branches  of  this 
institution ;  one  situated  at  Council 
fluffs,  and  the  other  at  Cedar  Falls; 
but  of  them  we  cannot  speak  particu¬ 
larly.  But  of  this  one  at  Davenport, 
we  rejoice  to  say  it  is  a  noble  Christian 
charity — conducted  by  faithful  men  and 
i  women — an  honour  to  the  State,  and 
|  there  is  no  doubt  the  other  branches  are 
i  equally  well  conducted. 

'  The  Presbytery  of  Cedar  without  a  Report 

Last  Year. 

The  blanks  in  the  Minutes  of  the 
General  Assembly  opposite  the  names 
of  the  brethren  of  this  Presbytery  have 
ca>  d  them  all  regret.  Their  Report 
was  made  out  in  due  form  last  spring, 
and  forwarded  to  St.  Louis  by  mail, 
but  ' hat  is  the  last  that  has  been  he  aid 
of  it.  If  it  had  reached  its  destination, 
^  ,-  ould  have  been  found  that  while 
hurches  had  not  contributed  large 
su.  s  to  our  Boards,  and  not  in  many 
instances  received  a  large  increase  oi 
members,  still  there  would  have  been 
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comparatively  few  blanks  in  the  col¬ 
umns  for  the  respective  objects  of 
benevolence;  and  that  there  had  been 
scarcely  a  church  without  increase  of 
membership. 

It  was  the  original  intention  to  have 
carried  your  readers  up  the  father  of 
waters  to  Dubuque,  and  to  have  given 
them  some  information  with  reference 
to  the  proceedings  of  the.  Synod  of 
Iowa,  which  has  just  closed  its  sessions 
in  that  place ;  but  for  the  present  that 
must  bo  deferred,  as  this  letter  is  long 
enough  already. 

West  op  the  Mississippi. 

.  r  . 

In  Bremer  county,  Northern^  Iowa, 
and  far  up  the  rich  valley  of  the  Cedar, 
the  Rev.  John  Smalley  has  laboured 
faithfully  for  eight  years  as  a  domestic 
missionary.  He  has  faithfully  sown  the 
good  seed,  and  the  result  is  the  gather¬ 
ing  of  two  prosperous  churches — one  at 
Waverly,  the  county  seat,  and  the 
other  in  a  new  settlement  a  few  miles 
east.  The  church  at  Waverly  is  espe¬ 
cially  promising.  It  has  a  very  neat 
house  of  worship,  which  is  handsomely 
located  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and 
not  in  one  of  those  out-of-the-way 
places  where  the  devil  so  often  manages 
to  have  churches  built,  because  a  poor 
location  is  cheaper  than  a  good  one. 
In  that  he  lies — as  usual.  A  good 
thing  about  this  building  is,  that  it  is 
finished  and  paid  for.  And  now  Mr. 
Smalley  retires  from  the  Waverly  church, 
and  will  be  immediately  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Y.  G.  Sheeley,  a  licentiate  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Saltsburg,  and  a  recent 
graduate  from  Allegheny  Seminary,  who 
enters  upon  a  very  encouraging  field  of 
labour.  It  is  Mr.  Smalley’s  present 
purpose  to  see  a  commodious  and  neat 
church  erected  in  the  new  settlement 
during  the  ensuing  summer.  And  then, 
perhaps,  the  pioneer  and  sower  will  pass 
on  to  some  other  uncultivated  field,  and 
give  place  to  the  reaper, 

This  portion  of  the  valley  of  the 
Cedar  is  as  fair  and  fertile  a  land  as  the 


/ 


sun  ever  shone  upon,  and  the  day  is  not 
far  in  the  future  when  it  will  be  densely 
peopled.  Shall  it  be  possessed  for 
Christ?  Waverlyis  a  flourishing  town, 
and  is  pleasantly  located  on  the  banks 
of  tty  Cedar.  The  river  here  affords 
an  excellent  water  power,  which  is 
already  well  improved.  The  town  is 
surrounded  by  a  thriving  oammtmity  of 
farmers,  yet  there  is  still  room  for  Pres¬ 
byterians  desiring  a  pleasant  Western 
home.  Such  had  better  look  at  this 
section  before  purchasing  elsewhere. 

f  ,.-4 , 

The  church  at  Tansing,  in  North¬ 
eastern  Iowa,  which  was  recently  or¬ 
ganized,  and  to  which  the  Bev.  James 
Frothingham  is  now  ministering,  con¬ 
sists  of  eighteen  members.  There  are, 
I  learn,  prospects  of  an  encouraging  in¬ 
crease  during  the  present  winter.  Its 
present  place  for  worship  is  the  public 
school-house,  and,  even  there,  a  fair 
congregation  is  usually  in  attendance. 
It  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  perma¬ 
nence  and  prosperity  of  our  Church  at 
this  very  important  point,  and  in  this 
populous  and  important  section  of  Iowa, 
that  a  suitable  church  edifice  should  be 
immediately  erected  at  Lansing;  and  I 
am  glad  to  learn  that,  should  the  way 
be  considered  clear,  and  the  prospects 
of  success  seem  reasonably  good,  ar 
effort  in  this  direction  will  be  made  ir 
the  ensuing  spring.  Of  course,  the  effor 
cannot  succeed  without  help  from  abroac 
and  should  an  appeal  in  its  behalf  eve 
be  made  to  such  of  yonr  readers  as  Go 
has  blessed  with  an  ability  to  aid  it, 
hope  the  disposition  to  do  so  will  not  b 
wanting.  The  movement  will  be  on 
of  vital  importance  to  our  denomini 
tional  interests  in  Northern  Iowa,  an< 
any  statements  from  the  laborious  am 
excellent  minister  in  charge  of  the  ente 
prise,  will,  of  course,  be  true  and  reli 
ble.  As  it  bears  ultimately  upon  th 
subject,  let  me  quote  an  extract  fro 
a  letter  just  received  from  one  whc 
praise  is  in  all  the  churches  in  the  s« 
tion  of  which  we  have  spoken — Northe 
Iowa  and  Minnesota: 


“We  are  straggling  for  a  foothold  in  North¬ 
ern  Iowa.  Oar  Church  has  been  so  backward 
m  its  missmnary  &eal  that  the  land  has  been 

P?sse88ed  by  other  denominations, 
and  tae  Presbyterian  element  has  been  so  ab¬ 
sorbed  as  to  be  almost  entirely  lost  to  us  as  a 
lurch.  Some  settlements  still  retain  their 
o  d  love  for  Presbyterianism,  and  have  refused 
to  be  moulded  into  other  forms.  I  heard  yes¬ 
terday,  of  a  Scotch  neighbourhood,  some  fifty 
.miles  in  the  interior,  which,  after  a  long  and 
unsuccessful  search  for  a  Presbyterian  minis¬ 
ter,  at  last  accepted  a  Congregational  brother 
as  a  supply.  In  due  course  of  time  he  hinted 
at  forming  a  Congregational  church,  but  the 
brethren  were  not  agreeable,  and  there  was  a 
in  the  congregation.  But  in  other 
places  such  efforts  have  been  successful,  and 
we  now  have  but  two  or  three  feeble  organiza¬ 
tions  in  Northern  Iowa— a  country  thickly 
settled  with  intelligent  Christian  people,  and 
dotted  with  fine  villages  and  towns  of  con¬ 
siderable  size  and  importance.  Brother  Craw¬ 
ford,  in  the  south-western  corner  of  Allamakee 
county;  brother  Buehren  (German),  atMcGre- 
gor;  brother  Craig,  in  Howard  county,  and 
brother  Frothingham,  at  Lansing,  are  the  only 
I  lesbyterian  ministers  in  this  large  and  im¬ 
portant  section  of  Northern  Iowa,  where  we 
might  have  had,  and  ought  to  have,  many  large 
and  prosperous  churches.  If  our  brethren  in 
the  East  could  only  feel  as  we  do  on  the  fron¬ 
tier,  there  would  be  fewer  such  communica¬ 
tions  written  as  we  have,  with  pain,  recently 
seen  published  in  the  Presbyterian 

Allow  me  to  add  that  our  Board  of 
Publication  is  trying  to  sustain  an  effi¬ 
cient  colporteur  on  this  field.  Whether 
the  contributions  of  our  churches  to  its 
Colportage  Fund  will  enable  it  to  do  so 
remains  to  be  seen.  I  see  that  that  fund 
received  less  than  five  hundred  dollars 
last  November.  At  this  rate,  how  long 
can  that  man,  and  others^  be  kept  at 
Ordination  and  Installation.— At  an 
ed  meeting  of  Des  Moines  Presbytery  S 
at  Newton  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  An/ 29th 
llr.  G.  I.  Slack,  late  of  Auburn  Theoiop-j0oj 
Seminary,  was  ordained  and  installed8^?1* 
or  of  the  Westminster  Church  n  Zt 
town  Sermon  by  Rev.  Thompson  Bird  pi 
Des  Moines,  from  2  Cor.  ii.  15,  16.  Constitn 
tional  Questions  and  Ordaining  Braver  l“j 
tne  Moderator,  Rev.  Asa  Johnson,  Rediiel/ 
Charge  to  the  pastor  by  Rev.  J.  C.  S' 
Winterset;  and  Charge  to  the  people 
Re\.  l'isk  Harmon,  Swede  Point.  J 


J  V 


T  °h  v°  12tt  of  ®ePtember,  the  Rev 
Jacob  Baay  was  received  by  the  Presby! 
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tery  of  Iowa,  after  the  usual  examination, 
from  a  classis  of  the  Dutch  Reformed 
Church  in  Wisconsin,  and  having  ac¬ 
cepted  calls  from  the  churches  of  Oakland 
and  Wapello,  he  was  installed  over  the 
congregation  of  Oakland  on  the  12th  of 
October,  and  over  the  congregation  of 

Wapello  on  Sabbath,  the  14th  of  October. 
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THE  SYNOD  OF  IOWA 

Met  at  Toledo,  Oct.  3d.  Moderator — T.  S. 
Vail,  of  Newton.  It  was  an  unusually  pleasant 
and  we  trust  profitable  meeting.  The  morning 
prayer-meetings,  warm  and  refreshing,  gave 
tone  to  the  day.  The  sermons  preached  were 
well-timed ;  most  of  them  doctrinal,  yet  the 
practical  pre-eminent  in  all;  just  such  sermons 
as  all  our  people  should  hear  every  Sabbath. 

The  missionary  meeting  on  Saturday  evening 
was  interesting  and  effective  in  arousing  the 
missionary  spirit  of  the  Synod.  According  to 
previous  appointment,  J.  D.  Mason  and  J.  Os¬ 
mond  addressed  the  Synod  in  behalf  of  the 
Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  setting  forth  the 
wants  of  the  home  field,  and  the  best  means  of 
supplying  them.  T.  S.  Vail  spoke  in  behalf  of 
the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  and  the  work 
within  our  bounds ;  and  Charles  Axtell  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  this  service,  the  Rev.  S.  J.  Mills 
addressed  the  Synod  in  behalf  of  the  work  of 
the  American  Tract  Society.  Mr.  Mills  super¬ 
intends  the  work  in  this  State,  understands  the 
cause,  and  presents  it  ably. 

The  Synod  listened  with  interest  to  an  earnest 
appeal  by  the  Rev.  C.  O.  Waters,  superintend¬ 
ent  of  our  colportage  work  in  the  Northwest ; 
and,  after  a  lively  and  spirited  discussion  of  its 
operations  among  us,  it  was  unanimously 

Resolved ,  That  we  urge  upon  our  churches  the 
duty  of  their  contributions  to  the  Board  of 
Publication ;  and  that  we  recommend  to  the 
Board  that  they  increase  the  salary  ot  colporteurs 
as  the  church  furnishes  them  the  means. 

The  following  resolutions  relative  to  the  work 
of  Domestic  Missions  were,  after  much  discus¬ 
sion  and  amendment,  unanimously  adopted : 

1.  That  we  learn  with  pain  that  there  has 
been  a  decline  in  the  amount  contributed  to  the 
Board  during  the  year. 

2.  That  we  deplore  the  general  apathy  in  the 
cause. 

3.  That  the  whole  matter  of  the  relation  of 
Domestic  Missions  to  the  church  demands  care¬ 
ful  consideration  and  revision. 

4.  That  the  Synod  enjoin  upon  all  its  mem¬ 
bers  the  importance  of  greatly  increased  effort 
in  behalf  of  Domestic  Missionary  operations; 
and  that  its  members  labor  to  awaken  a  new 


interest  in  the  matter  throughout  thefchurch.  1 

The  subject  of  Union  was  T  appily  introduce  i 
by  the  Commissioner  from  th )  N.  Synod  of 
Iowa,  the  Rev.  James  Knox,  of  Cedar  Rapids. 
The  Moderator  responded  cordially  to  the  re¬ 
marks  of  Mr.  Knox.  This  Synod  unanimously 
desire  a  union  of  the  two  schools,  hut  belies  e 
that  the  basis  reported  by  the  joint  committee 
of  the  General  Assemblies  is  not  sufficiently 
explicit. 

The  greater  portion  of  Saturday  afternoon 
was  occupied  with  the  cause  of  Education.  The 
Synod  extended  its  sympathy  to  their  Synodical 
school  (Lenox  Collegiate  Institute)  at  Hopkin- 
ton ;  eirpowerd  the  Trustees  to  fill  vacancy  in 
the  Presidential  chair,  should  such  vacancy 
occur ;  recommended  the  employment  of  a 
financial  agent;  enjoined  upon  the  churches 
an  enlarged  liberality  in  this  behalf ;  and  ex¬ 
pressed  their  high  appreciation  of  the  services 
of  President  Hodge,  and  their  desire  that  he 
may  be  able  to  continue  his  supervision  of  the 
School. 

The  subject  of  united  effort  upon  the  part  of 
all  Presbyterian  bodies  in  this  part  of  the  State 
for  the  building  up  of  a  grand,  central,  Presby¬ 
terian  institution  of  learning  was  discussed. 
Cedar  Rapids  was  regarded  as  the  most 
■available  point  for  such  an  institution  just  now  ; 
not  only  on  account  of  the  advantages  of 
location,  but  also  and  chiefly  from  the  fact 
that  during  the  last  year  Parsons  Semi¬ 
nary  under  the  care  of  the  New  School 
Synod,  has  been  opened  with  very  flattering 
prospects, — a  fine  building  for  the  purpose, 
nearly  completed,  and  nearly  $30,000  subscribed, 
which,  added  to  the  donation  of  Mr.  Coe,  con¬ 
sisting  of  three  city  lots,  and  80  acres  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  city  limits,  makes  the  sum  at  present 
about  $40,000.  All  the  religious  societies  in 
the  city  have  subscribed ;  and  thus  local  effort 
has  laid  a  solid  foundation  upon  which  all 
Presbyterians  may  build. 

On  petition  from  the  Presbytery  of  Dubuque, 
the  Synod  erected  into  a  new  Presbytery,  to  be 
called  the  Presbytery  of  Frankville,  the  northern 
portion  of  the  territory  lately  occupied  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Dubuque.  Said  Presbytery  will 
include  the  churches  of  Lime  Spring,  Chester, 
Frankville,  Leroy,  Lansing,  West  Union, 
Fredericsburgh,  Wilson’s  Grove,  and  McGrego-or 
(German.) 


THE  PRESBYTERY  OF  CEDAR 


Within  our  bounds  during  the  synodical 
year,  nine  new  church  edifices  hare  been  dedi- 
cated,  seven  more  are  in  process  of  erection,  and 
six  churches  have  been  organized 

The  Synodical  communion  in  connection  with 
the  church  at  Toledo,  on  Sabbath,  was  a  delight- 
ul  and  refreshing  season ;  and  we  trust  that  all  ; 
went  away  from  this  the  nineteenth  session  of 

the  Synod  of  Iowa  feeling  that  it  was  good  to 
be  there. 

The  next  place  of  meeting  is  Cedar  Rapids. 

S.  W.  Miller,  Clerk. 

- «  ♦  - - 

PRESBYTERY  OF  FORT  DODGE. 

Met  at  Clarksville,  Iowa,  June  7th.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  items  may  be  of  some  general  interest. 
Rev.  R.  Merrill  was  chosen  Moderator  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Mr.  John  Arends,a  licentiate  of  the  Dubuque 
Presbytery,  appeared  and  presented  a  letter  of 
dismission  to  this  Presbytery,  upon  which  he 
was  received  under  ouf  care.  And  a  call  being 
presented  from  the  Astfriesland  church  (Ger¬ 
man)  for  the  pastoral  services  of  this  young 
brother,  of  which  he  signified  his  acceptance. 
Presbytery  proceeded  to  examine  him  on  the 
subjects  specified  in  our  Book,  and  ordain  him 
to  the  Gospel  ministry.  Rev.  D.  Sr  McComb 
preached  the  sermon,  the  Moderator  presided, 
and  proposed  the  constitutional  questions,  and 
the  Stated  Clerk  gave  the  charge  to  the  newly 
ordained  minister,  and  a  committee  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  install  him  as  pastor.  This  young  brother 
is  from  the  German  school  at  Dubuque,  and  has 
found  among  us  a  promising  congregation  of 
thirty-seven  members,  late  emigrants  from  the 
Fatherland.  A  committee  was  appointed  to 
organize  another  German  church,  which  it  is 
understood  will  be  about  equal  in  membership 
to  the  one  already  organized.  This  feeble  Pres¬ 
bytery  was  organized  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  with 
four  ministers  and  one  house  of  worship.  In 
our  first  year  another  house  of  worship  was  add¬ 
ed,  and  two  new  laborers  came  to  our  assistance. 
Flow  another  house  is  in  course  of  erection,  and 
at  least  one  other  reaper  is  hoped  for  to  gather 
.  with  toil  the  scattered  sheaves  from  out  the 
.  rank  tares  of  the  West. 

0 

i  Geo.  Graham,  S.  C. 


Held  its  Spring  Meeting  in  Wilton,  Iowa,  and 
was  opened  with  a  sermon  by  the  Moderator, 
Rev.  S.  W.  Miller,  from  Matt.  13  :  31  and  32. 

Rev.  D.  L;  Hughes  was  chosen  Moderator  ; 
S.  McC.  Anderson,  D.D„  Permanent  Clerk ;  and 
Rev.  S.  Osmond,  Temporary  Clerk. 

Rev.W.  G.  Shand  was  received  from  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Alleghany.  Mr.  A.  K.  Mathes,  Licen¬ 
tiate,  was  received  from  the  Presbytery  of  Fair- 
field,  and  a  call  for  one  half  of  his  time  from 
the  church  at  Wilton  was  put  into  his  hands, 
and  by  him  accepted. 

The  Sugar  Creek  church  requested  to  have 
the  other  half  of  his  time  as  stated  supply  for 
one  year  ;  the  request  was  granted. 

The  churches  of  Blue  Glass  and  Hermon 
requested  and  Presbytery  appointed  Mr.  J.  W. 
Knott,  a  Licentiate, as  stated  supply  for  one  year. 

The  Rev.  G.  D.  Porter  was  dismissed  to  the 
Presbytery  of  Vinton. 

The  following  action  was  taken  on  J udicial 
commissions : 

Resolved,  That  this  Presbytery  does  not  see 
the  necessity  of  any  specific  action,  such  as  the 
action  of  the  last  Assembly  contemplated,  as 
commissions  have  been  from  time  to  time  ap¬ 
pointed  and  acted  under  the  authority  of  the 
Assembly. 

Presbytery  listened  with  interest  to  the  state¬ 
ments  of  Rev.  S.  Hodge,  President  of  Lenox 
Collegiate  Institute,  under  the  care  of  the  Sy¬ 
nod  of  Iowa,  in  regard  to  the  erection  of  a 
boarding-house,  and  resolved  that  they  would 
co-operate  with  him  or  any  one  else  in  calling 
out  the  recommendation  of  Synod. 

An  interesting  and  able  report  was  read  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Education, 
and  the  committee  were  requested  to  furnish 
copies  of  it  to  the  North-western  and  Presby¬ 
terian  Banner  for  publication. 

At  the  request  of  the  people  of  York  Prairie, 
a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs.  Hughes,  Boag 
and  Ch  unbers,  wTere  appointed  to  organize  a 
church  in  that  place.. 

Rev.  J.  D.  Mason  made  a  statement  ■with  ref¬ 
erence  to  his  work  as  District  Missionary,  where¬ 
upon  the  following  resolution  was  adopted; 
That  Presbytery  having  listened  with  pleasure 
to  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  District  Missionary, 
would  hereby  express  their  high  appreciation 


1  of  the  efficient  labors  performed  by  the  brother, 
and  their  earnest  desire  and  request  that  he  be 
continued  in  the  work. 

Presbytery  took  the  following  action  in  re¬ 
gard, to  Bro.  Yannuys, who,  although  not  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  Presbytery,  was  laboring  within 
our  bounds  at  the  time  of  his  decease. 

Resolved ,  That  this  Presbytery  feel  that  it 
would  be  neglect  of  duty  and  a  want  of  proper 
regard  for  Providential  admonition  not  to  take 
some  passing  notice  of  the  early  removal  of  our 
lamented  Bro.  Rev.  J.  W.  | Yannuys,  and  while 
we  would  give  expression  to  our  gratitude  to 
the  great  Head  of  the  church  for  the  good  ef¬ 
fected  by  his  brief  labors  among  us  and  else¬ 
where,  we  would  acknowledge  the  duty  of  prop¬ 
erly  improving  the  solemn  warning  and  renew 
our  diligence  in  our  Master’s  service. 

SUPPLIES  APPOINTED. 

Walcott. — Bro.  Adams,  fourth  Sabbath  of 
June. 

Walnut  Grove  Mission,  Station. — Bro.  B.  Wall, 
S.  S.,  for.  one-half  of  his  time. 

Mount  Vernon. — Bro.  Mason  last  Sabbath  of 
June. 

The  churches  of  Mount  Yernon,  Mechanics- 
ville,  Wilton  and  Sugar  Creek  have  all  com¬ 
pleted  church  buildings,  free  from  debt,  since 
the  last  meeting  of  Presbytery. 

Solon,  Hermon  and  York  Prairie  report  pro¬ 
gress  in  church  erection. 

Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  in  Wilton  on 
the  second  Tuesday  of  July  at  8  o’clock,  p.  m. 

Alex.  S.  Marshall,  Stated  Cleric. 


PRESBYTERY  OF  IOWA. 

This  Presbytery  met  at  Mount  Pleasant  on 

^There  have  been  revivals  in  several  of  our 
.hutches,  and  a  very  extensive  one  m  the 

Yestminster  church,  Keokuk.  .  .  ,  . 

The  Rev  J.  W.  Larrimoro  was  dismissed  to 

Jto  with V.;  Presbytery  of  Chicago,  (New- 
!C  TheVev.  Frederick  Schmidt  was  received 

the  Rev.  R.  H.  Kinnain  and  the  Union  church, 
Fort  Madison ;  and  the  Rev.  W  liliam  row 

and  tho  West  Point  church.  . 

The  following  supplies  were  appointed,  z. 
Pdot  Grove- Rev.  R.  MoGuigan,  third  Sab¬ 
bath  in  April;  Rev.  G.  V.  Stewart, third  Sab¬ 
bath  in  May,  and  to  administer  the 


Supper ;  Rev.  E.  \V .  Thompson,  third  Sabbath 
in  June;  Rev.  J.  C.  McClintock,  third  Sab¬ 
bath  in  July;  Rev.  J.  Baay,  third  Sabbath  id 

August.  , 

Keokuk — Rev.  E.  W.  Thompson,  third  Sab¬ 
bath  in  May;  Rev.  J.  C.  McClintock,  fourth 

Sabbath  in  May.  . 

New  London— Rev.  R.  MoGuigan,  first  Sab¬ 
bath  at  discretion,  and  to  administer  the 
Lord’s  Supper  if  the  way  be  clear;  Rev.  T 
B.  Dinsmore,  third  Sabbaths  in  June  ami 
July. 

Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  the  place  of  the  next  meeting  of 
Synod,  on  the  Tuesday  before  that  meeting, 

at  7  o’clock,  P.  M. 

G.  D.  Stewart,  Stated  Clerk . 


PRESBYTERY  OE  UPPER  MISSOURI.  ' 

This  Presbytery  held  its  sessions  oa  April 
4tb,  at  Oregon,  Holt  county,  Missouri,  The 
training  of  the  children  and  youth  of  our 
Church  occupied  a  large  share  of  the  attention 
of  Presbytery.  It  was  the  suhj ect  of  the  open¬ 
ing  sermon,  and  of  several  spirited  addresses 
The  Presbytery  voted  to  adopt  the  reeom 
mendation  of  the  Committee  on  Overture  No 
14,  relative  to  “  The  change  in  the  method  q 
trying  judicial  cases ,  to  govern  the  General  A 
sembly  of  1867,  and  its  successors .” 

Presbytery  appointed  the  Rev.  C.  McCav 
an  evangelist,  to  look  after  the  vacant  church*  a 
within  our  bounds,  until  the  next  regular 
meeting  of  Presbytery,  first  Thursday  in  Sep¬ 
tember. 

Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  at  Savannah, 
the  last  Tuesday  in  April,  to  spend  two  di«  s 
in  prayer  for  the  blessing  of  God  upon  our 
next  General  Assembly. 

W.  M.,  Stated  Clerk  pro.  tem.% 

PRESBYTERY  OF  IOWA,  jjlo 
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Keokuk— Rev.  E.  W.  Thompson,  third  Sab- 
bath  in  May;  Rev.  J.  C.  MoClintock,  fourth 
Sabbath  in  May. 

New  London— Rev.  R.  McGuigan,  first  Sab¬ 
bath  at  discretion,  and  to  administer  the 
Lord's  Supper  if  the  way  be  clear ;  Rev.  F. 
B.  Dinsmore,  third  Sabbaths  in  June  and 
July. 

Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  at  Mount 
Pleasant,  the  place  of  the  next  meeting  of 
Synod,  on  the  Tuesday  before  that  meeting, 
at  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

G.  D.  Stewart,  Stated  Clerk. 


Th8  Synod  of  Iowa  held  its  regular 
annual  meeting  at  Toledo,  Tama  county 
—a  town  near  the  interior  of  the  State. 

I  believe  no  business  of  special  interest- 
demanded  its  attention,  and  I  can  only 
say  of  this  meeting  that  religious  exer¬ 
cises  were  unusually  frequent,  a  delight¬ 
ful  spirit  of  love  and  devotion  seemed 
to  animate  every  lieaid,  and  it  was  ap¬ 
parent  that  Synod  would  lehvo  precious 
influences  and  memories  behind  it. 

A  new  Presbytery  was  organized 
from  the  northern  portion  of  Dubuque. 
Presbytery.  Its  precise  boundaries  I 
do  not  now  remember,  nor  do  I  recall 
its  baptismal  name.  It  certainly  em¬ 
braces  four  ministers  —  Ilev.  Adam 
Craig,  Rev.  James  Frolhingham,  Rev. 
J.  W.  Crawford,  and  Rev.  W.  Buohren. 
My  impression  is  that  it  also  includes 
Rev.  George  Graham.  These  brethren 
are  all  workers;  the  now  Presbytery 
embraces  a  territory  rapidly  increasing 
in  population,  and,  by  Ood’s  blessing, 
it  will,  ere  long,  bo  large  and  prosper¬ 
ous.  The  Presbytery  of  Vinton  was 
organized  but  six  years  ago,  with  only 
four  ministers,  and  it  now  contains  ele¬ 
ven  ministers,  and  from  fifteen  to  eigh¬ 
teen  churches.  In  no  section  of  oar 
land,  perhaps,  is  our  Church  more  gene¬ 
rally  prosperous  than  within  tlio  bounds 
of  this  Synod.  (Reflecting  upon  what 
our  brethren  in  Minnesota  and  Wiscon¬ 
sin  are  doing,  I  am  a  little  ijicliqed  to 
doubt  the  truth  of  that  las|  remark. 
But  let  it  go,  with  the  “  perhaps”  aa  a 
saving  qualification.)  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  the  two  small  churches  of  Wal-  j 

cott  and  Fulton,  every  church  in  the  I 
.  .  - 


I'resDytery  of  Cedar  has  its  minister, 
and  many  of  these  churches  arc  erecting 
neat  and  attractive  houses  of  worship. 
The  Presbytery  of  Dubuque  is  rapidly 
occupying  its  missionary  Adds,  and 
God's  blessing  rests  upon  its  efforts  to 
extend  his  Church.  Hero  many  invi¬ 
ting  missionary  fields  need  faithful  la 
bearers  in  the  gospel.  The  growth  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Vinton  has  been 
aheady  noticed,  and  the  little  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Fort  Dodge  stands  away  out 
upon  the  border,  a  bright  beacon  light 
in  the  surrroundfng  darkness;  God 
bless  the  dear  old  Synod  of  Iowa— afl 
its  ministers  and  all  its  churches.  The 
best  years  of  the  writer’s  life  were 
passed  within  its  bounds.  He  lived 
wpofi  its  soil  when  it  was  organized 
he  ijves  it  as  he  does  his  own  life,  and 
so  long  as  he  can  pray  he  will  remem¬ 


ber  it. 


PRESBYTERY  OF  IOW, 


This  Presbytery  met  at  Mount  Pleasant* 
September  24th. 

The  Rev.  Henry  M.  Corbit,  of  the  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Kaskaskia,  Rev.  William  B.  Noble,  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Missouri  River,  and  Ilervey 
B.  Knight,  a  licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Saltsburg,  were  received  under  our  care. 
William  Denny  and  Adam  W.  Ringland  were 
received  as  candidates. 

The  Rev.  R.  II.  Kinnaird,  a  signer  of  the 
Declaration  and  Testimony,  having  renounced 
the  jurisdiction  of  this  Presbytery  and  joined 
that  of  West  Lexington,  his  name  was  stricken 
from  the  roll.  The  Rev.  William  Crow  was 
dismissed  to  the  Presbytery  of  Transylvania. 

It  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Presbytery,  in-  approving 
the  diligence  and  fidelity  of  their  commissioner. 
Rev.  W.  G.  Craig,  do  not  intend  to  express  an 
agreement  with  his  vote  against  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Ten. 


Arrangements  were  made  for  the  ordina¬ 
tion  and  installation  of  E.  W.  Thompson  at 
Sharon  church,  October  24th. 

Presbytery  adopted  the  following  report  in 
reference  to  the  ra-union  of  the  Old  and  Nsw- 


scliool  Churches: 


Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  terms  of  union 
proposed  by  the  Joint  Committee  as  latitudina- 
rian  in  tendency,  indefinite  in  statement,  and 
unsatisfactory  in  their  nature,  and  that  aa  a 
Presbytery  we  cannot  favour  union  on  the  pre¬ 
sent  basis.  ^  V 

Resolved,  That  we  cannot,  for  the  sake  of  union, 
endanger  truths  in  doctrine,  or  principles  in  gov¬ 
ernment,  which  wa  regard  as  ot  the  highest  im¬ 
portance,  which  have  always  been  distinguish- 


ing  characteristics  of  our  Church,  and  for  whien 
we  have  always  earnestly  contended. 

Resolved,  That  we  nevertheless  look  forward 
hopefully  to  a  re-union  of  the  two  branches  of 
I  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  we  hope  the  time 
may  soon  come  when  a  union  shall  be  effected, 
upon  terms  which  will  he  satisfactory  to  both, 
branched  and  which  shall,  by  the  blessing  of 
God,  insure  the  peace  and  purity  of  the  united 
Church.  T  Stated  Clerk. 


[CORRESPONDENCE  OF  THE  PRESBYTERIAN.] 

Messrs.  Editors—  The  new  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Frankville,  formed  at  its  last 
meeting  by  the  Synod  of  Iowa,  met,  as 
directed,  at  Fraokville  ora  the  evening 
of  Tuesday,  November  5th,  and  Was 
duly  organized,  the  Rev.  A.  Craig, 
of  Lime  Springs,  preaching  the  opening 
sermon  from  Rev.  iii.  19 — 1 “Be  zealous, 
th  refcre,” 

T.ho  roll  of  the  new  Presbytery  eon- 
tarns  ten  churches,  namely :  —Lime 

mgs,  Chester,  Frank  ville,  Lansing, 
Mount  Hope,  McGregor,  (German,) 
West  Union,  Le  Roy,  Fredericksburg, 
and  Wilson’s  Grove.  And  it  contains 
the  names  of  Jive  ministers! — The  Rev. 
Joseph  Axioms,  without  charge;  Rev. 
Adam  Craig,  of  Lime  Spring  and  Ches¬ 
ter  churches;  Rev.  William  Buehron,  of  j 
the  German  church  at  McGregor;  Rev. 
J.  W.  Crawford,  of  the  church  at  Frank- 
ville;  and  Rev.  James  Frothing ham,  of 
Lansing.  To  this  little  band  of  gospel 
heralds  a  Rev.  Mr.  Dickey,  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  (which*  one  of  five  I  don’t  know,) 
will  soon  be  ridded,  as  ho  has  accepted 
a  call  to  the  West  Union  church.  The 
yonng  Presbytery  has  thus  a  most  au¬ 
spicious  beginning.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Baehren,  all  the  ministers 
at  that  time  labouring  within  its  bounds 
were  present  at  this  first  meeting  of 
Presbytery.  Mr.  Frothing  ham  was  at 
that  time  a  member  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Chippewa,  and  was  invited  to  sit  as 
a  corresponding  member.  Haviug  ex¬ 
pressed  a  desire  to  be  identified  with 
the  new  Presbytery  from  its  organiza¬ 
tion,  and  his  expectation  of  receiving  a 
letter  of  dismiasfori  from  his  Presbytery 
in  a  few  days,  Mr.  Frothingham  was 
examined  by  Presbytery.  It  ar»n«n.rpd 


a  -~r~t - - 

tuas  be  cordially  received  and  adopted  * 
the  Confession  of  Faith  as  containing 
the  system,  of  doctri.no  taught  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  and  not  “for  sub- 
.  stance  of  doctrine,”  or  in  any  other 
sense  than  the  plain,  obvious  Oid  school 
and  historical  sense,  the  Stated  Clerk 
was  directed  to  enroll  his  name  on  his 
presenting  the  usual  letter  of  dismissal. 

I  neglected  to  mention  that,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Adams  was  chosen  Moderator, 
the  Rev.  J.  W.  Crawford  Stated  Clerk, 
and  ruling  elder  Jesse  Phillips  Tempo¬ 
rary  Clerk  of  Presbytery. 

Of  course,  a  deiightfnl  harmony  char¬ 
acterized  this  meeting,  and  there  was 
abundantly  manifested,  as  all  who  know 
these  brethren  can  well  believe,  a  spirit 
of  entire  devotion  to  the  important  work 
before  them,  and  to  the  interests  of  the  j 
church  at  large.  This  Presbytery  is 
fully  armed  and  equipped  from  its  very 
birth.  At  this,  its  first  meeting,  stand¬ 
ing  roles  were  adopted,  and  the  usual 
Presbyterial  committees  appointed.  It 
was  resolved  to  adopt  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  of  the  General  Assembly  as  to  the  j 
increased  circulation  of  the  Home  and  1 
Foreign  Record,  to  report  to  the  Board 
of  Domestic  missionaries  as  to  the  faith¬ 
fulness  of  its  missionaries,  and  to  see 
that  all  our  Boards  are  remembered  in 
the  gifts  and  sacrifices  of  the  churches 
and  people  under  the  care  of  Presby¬ 
tery. 

The  following  paper  on  the  subject 
of  re-union  was  unanimously  adopted : 

“The  Presbytery  of  Frankville  desires  to 
see  the  Presbyterian  churches  of  our  land 
united  in  one  homogeneous  body.  The  basis 
proposed  by  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  dees  not  seem  sufficiently  ex¬ 
plicit.  We  fear  that  union  effected  on  this 
basis  would  prove  neither  sound  nor  perma¬ 
nent.  We  therefore  wish  the  committee  to 
secure  a  basis  more  definite  and  satisfactory, 
especially  in  the  matters  of  doctrine,  and  the 
control  of  the  Theological  Seminaries.” 

Not  an  hour  too  soon  is  the  project 
for  the  erection  of  a  suitable  church  edi¬ 
fice  at  Lime  Springs  brought  before  the 
Church,  and  recommended  to  the  Board 
oi  Church  Extension.  Lioie  Springs, 


and  Howard  county  generally,  need  to 
be  out  of  the  world.  The  wonderful 
mutations  of  "  time,  and  the  successful 
completion  of  th©  McGregor  Western 
Railway,  have  brought  them  fairly  in 
it.  Lime  Springs  is  now  fast  rising 
into  importance.  It  is  now  a  promi¬ 
nent  station  on  the  through-line  of  rail 
from  Chicago  to  St.  Paul;’  it  will  pro¬ 
bably  soon  becomo  the  county  seat  of 
Howard  county -—and  it  deserves  a  new 

church.  y 

For  the  Presbyterian,  /q  (q 

DEDICATION  OF  A  CHURCH  IN  IOWA 


Messrs.  Editors  —  The  Presbyterian 
church  at  Windfield,  Iowa,  was  dedicated 
on  Sabbath  morning,  November  17.  The 
Rsv.  G  H.  Stewart,  of  Burlington,  preach¬ 
ed  the  sermon,  and  the  Rev.  R  McGuigan, 
of  Mount  Pleasant,  assisted  in  the  services 
When  this  church  was  nearly  completed,  it 
was  damaged  by  a  stroke  of  lightning  to  an 
amount  exceeding  3300.  The  congregation 
repaired  the  injuries,  and  notwithstanding 
the  repeated  calL  on  them,  responsible 
persons  pledged  themselves  before  the 
dedication  to  pay  3240,  an  amount  some¬ 
what  above  the  debt,  and  the  house  was 
offered  t^  God  free  from  incumbrance. 
They  have  now  a  beautiful  and  commo¬ 
dious  edifice. 

In  the  afternoon  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord*©  Supper  was  administered.  The 
labours  of  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Cor 
tett,  have  been  greatly  blessed.  At  this 
time  several  persons  were  added  to  the 

church.  The  prospects  of  this  congrega¬ 
tion  are  excellent. 

Windfield  is  a  pretty  and  growing  vil¬ 
lage  iti  Henry  county,  Iowa,  fifteen  miles 
north  of  Mount  Pleasant,  the  county  seat. 
Besides  our  church,  it  has  a  United  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  with  a  good  edifice,  and  a 
Methodist  church  with  a  building  nearly 
completed.  It  is  in  the  midst  of  beautiful 
and  fertile  farming  lands,  with  every  re¬ 
quisite  to  the  growth  of  a  large  and  pros¬ 
perous  farming  community.  Persons  w  Aim¬ 
ing  to  secure  a  home  in  the  West,  with 
good  schools  and  churches  near  at  hand, 

will  find  lands  very  reasonable  m  that 


viomity. 


G.  D.  S. 


i 


For  the  Presbyterian. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  A  CHURCH. 

Messrs.  Editors — A  committee  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Cedar,  consisting  of  the 
Revs.  J.  Osmond  and  S.  W.  Miller,  organ¬ 
ized  a  Presbyterian  church  at  Fairfax, 
Linn  county,  Iowa,  on  the  lGth  of  No¬ 
vember  last,  composed  of  eleven  members, 
.two  of  whom  wejre  elected  and  installed 
as  ruling  elders.  This  new  village  is 
situated  on  the  Northwestern  and  Pacific 
Railroad.  The  country  around  Fairfax  is 
comparatively  unoccupied,  is  exceedingly 
fertile,  and  favourably  situated  for  agri¬ 
cultural  purposes.  Presbyterians  think-  > 
ing  of  settling  in  the  West  would  do  well 
to  look  at  this  location.  For  the  present 
the  new  church  will  be  supplied  by  the 
Rev.  S.  W.  Miller,  pastor  of  our  church 
at  Cedar  Rapids.  0, 

Our  next  church  below  this  on  tne 
river  is  at  Lansing,  Iowa,  a  thriving 
county  seat.  The  Rev.  James  Frothing- 
ham  commenced  operations  here  a  few 
months  ago,  giving  some  care  also  to  a 
country  church  some  eighteen  miles 
distant.  Our  services  at  Lansing  are 
held  in  the  school-house,  but  the  church 
is  building  a  neat  brick  edifice  in  an 
excellent  location.  Brother  Frothing- 
ham  has  met  with  much  encouragement 
in  his  arduous  undertaking.  He  has 
the  comfort  of  knowing  too  that  the 
northern  part  of  his  old  field,  now  under 
the  charge  of  the  Rev.  W.  T.  Hendren, 
is  prospered.  At  Caledonia,  Minnesota, 
where  he  preached  two  years  and  a 
half  before  he  could  organize  a  church, 
and  then  with  only  six  members,  the 
house  of  worship  is  at  times  too  strait 

for  the  congregation. 

Below  Lansing,  on  the  Iowa  side,  is 
MacGregor.  Here  we  once  had  an 
organization,  but  it  never  had  any  resi¬ 
des  minister,  and  its  members  were 
finally  absorbed  in  the  Congregational 
jhurch.  This  church  is  strong,  and  has 
a  good  brick  edifice,  which  it  is  now 
enlarging.  Some'four  or  five  years  ago 
Rev.  William  Buehren,  of  our  Church, 
began  labouring  here  among  the  Ger- 
mans.  His  labours  have  been  blessed. 


He  has  a  church  that  is  much  attached 
to  him,  and  according  to  their  means 
liberal  in  his  support.  They  have  a 
neat  frame  house  of  worship  and  a  large 
Sabbath  school.  1 

I  had  the  satisfaction  of  sending 
you,  a  few  weeks  since,  an  account  of 
the  dedication,  completed  and  entirely 
free  of  debt,  of  a  very  neat  and  com- 

•  modious  house  of  worship,  recently 
erected  by  our  Church  at  Mount  Ver- 
non,  Iowa.  This  is  a  point  of  no  small  ; 
importance,  and  our  church  there  has 
an  interesting  history — a  history  which 
also  illustrates  God’s  preserving  care. 
Five  years  ago  its  case  seemed  almost 
hopeless;  and  I  well  remember  a  mo¬ 
tion  made  in  the  Presbytery  of  Cedar, 

t  by  a ?n  excellent  clerical  friend,  that  the 

*  Mount  Vernon  church  be  dissolved,  and 
its  name  stricken  from  the  roll.  He 
has  probably  learned  that  appearances 
are  often  deceitful,  especially  in  the  cases 
of  Old-school  Presbyterian  churches. 
Fortunately,  there  were  some  who, 
after  careful  examination,  thought  they 
detected  a  slight  pulsation  at  the  ex¬ 
tremities,  and  other  signs  of  lingering 
life.  The  motion  did  not  prevail.  The 
feeble  thing  was  spared  “yet  another 
year.” 

Meanwhile,  it  secured  the  services  of 
the  Rev.  E.  L.  Dodder  for  half  his 
\  time,  the  other  half  being  given  to  the 
neighbouring  church  of  Linn  Grove. 
The  result,  by  God’s  blessing,  is  the 
dedication,  free  from  debt,  of  a  beauti¬ 
ful  and  commodious  house  of  worship 
at  Mount  Vernon,  and  such  a  revival 
and  strengthening  of  the  church,  that, 
with  the  exception  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  from  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions  for  one  year,  it  now  under¬ 
takes  the  entire  support  of  its  present 
minister.  Certainly  this  is  not  a  bad 
summary  of  the  results  of  five  years’ 
labour.  The  church  of  Linn  Grove 
will  constitute  a  pastoral  charge  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Springville  church, 


(on  the  Dubuque  and  Cedar  Rapids 
Railway,)  which  has  hitherto  been 
supplied  by  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Marshall,  of 
Marion.  I  ought  to  add  that,  during 
its  five  years  of  struggle,  the  Mount 
Vernon  church  has  worshipped  in  a 
rented  room,  sometimes  in  one  place, 
and  sometimes  in  another. 

ANOTHER  CHURCH  ORGANIZED. 

The  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  our  indefati¬ 
gable  district  missionary  for  Iowa,  re-  j 
cently  organized  a  church  of  eight  mem¬ 
bers  at  New  Jefferson,  Green  county. 
Two  ruling  elders  were  ordained.  The 
prospect  is  reasonably  certain  that  the 
number  of  church-members  will  be 
doubled  by  the  opening  of  spring.  This 
place  is  a  pleasant  county  town  on  the 
Chicago  and  Council  Bluffs  Railway, 
about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
this  side  the  Bluffs,  about  sixty  miles 
north-west  of  Des  Moines,  and  forty 
miles  south,  “  bearing  a  little  west,”  of 
Fort  Dodge. 

To  a  young  minister  of  truly  mis¬ 
sionary  spirit  and  character,  this  sec¬ 
tion  affords  an  inviting  field  for  use¬ 
fulness.  As  an  agricultural  country, 
this  is  described  as  equal  to  the  best, 
and  the  railway  affords  excellent  mar¬ 
ket  facilities.  It  is  rapidly  filling  up, 
and  should  be  promptly  occupied  for 
Christ.  New  Jefferson  is  but  a  mile 
or  two  west  of  the  Raccoon  forks  of  the 
Des  Moines  river,  where  is  found  an 
abundance  of  timber  and  coal.  May 
the  Master  soon  send  a  faithful  labourer 
into  this  part  of  the  great  vineyard! 
Who  will  say,  “Lord,  here  am  I;  send 

me?”  _  i  Hy*- 

SYNOD  OF  SOUTHERN  IOWA. 

This  Synod  held  its  late  annual  mooting  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  September  26 — 30th.  The 
attendance  was  more  full  than  for  several 
years  past.  No  judicial  business  came  before 
Synod,  and  all  its  sessions  were  characterized 
by  delightful  harmony.  Those  venerable  fa¬ 
thers  of  Iowa  Presbyterianism,  the  Rev.  L-  G. 
Bell  and  the  Rev.  Salmon  Cowlea,  wore  in  at¬ 
tendance  as  members. 

The  state  of  religion  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Synod  is  regarded  as  encouraging.  At 


1 


1 


flo  previous  time  have  the  churches  been  so 
mhy  supplied  with  the  means  of  grace 
In  addition  to  addresses  bv  the  Pei  IT  t 
Coe  and  the  He.  J.  ft  Main, V Sh  “f  *f 
the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  Church 
^ynod  devoted  ouo  ovening  t)  short  addresses 
on  Domestic  and  Foreign  Missions  and  FJu* 
cation.  We  trust  thqt  ne\v  interest  on  these 

aqbjeotr  \vdl  itself  throughout  our 

bounds,  Q 


An  overture  in  regard  to  females  leading 
in  prayer,  and  offering  remarks  in  promised 
ons  assemblies  for  social  worship,  Synod  an¬ 
swered  by  referring  to  the  Pastoral  Letter  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  1832,  (see  Digest,  p, 

~-A,sec.  v.,)  which  strongly  condemns  auoh 
practice,  * 


|np  Pastoral  bettor  of  the  last  General  As¬ 
sembly  oq  Sabbath  observance,  Synod  reoom- 
mended  to  be  read  from  each  pulpit,  in  con- 
wSutlon  w|th  a  discourse  on  that  subjeot. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  expressing  un¬ 
abated  interest  in  the  American  Bible  Society, 

and  pledging  hearty  co  operation  in  its  great 
work. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  Rev.  I.  N.  * 
Crittenden,  delegate  from  the  New  school 
Synod  of  Iowa,  regretting  his  inability  to  be 
present,  and  conveying  the  Christian  saluta¬ 
tions  of  that  body.  Th$  ^oderafor,  the  Rev. 
ft*  B-  was  qirpcfced  to  rpply  op  behalf 

oj  >4ypod  \o  this  letter,  apd  the  Rev.  F.  A. 
Shearer  was  appointed  dalogato  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  JSletv^sohool  Synod, 

In  regard  to  re-unlon,  resolutions  were 
adopted  expressing  dissatisfaction  with  the 
proposed  terms  of  union;  deprecating  any 
such  consummation  until,  by  a  cleqlqy.atiaa  of 
sentiment  it  13  ^hov^p  that  there  is  substantial 
agreement  in  doctrine,  order,  and  polity :  and 
further,  objecting  to  allowing  unordained 
men  to  sit  in  church  courts,  and  to  certain 
other  details  in  the  proposed  terrps, 

TB8  Bev??  li?  GC  Rell  and  older  William  Pat- 
fevsop  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Union  Convention  at  Philadelphia. 
The  Stated  Cierks  of  the  several  Presbyteries, 
together  with  the  Rev.  E.  L.  Bolden,  were 
appointed  “the  Synodical  Committee  of  Mis¬ 
sions/’  the  Stated  dork  pf  Svn'od  being 
ij  hair  man  of  the  Comu/ttpe. 

pa  Sabbath  the  pulpits  of  the  several  evan¬ 
gelical  churches  of  toe  place  were  occupied 
hy  mombeys  of  ^ynod,  the  Moderator  prcaoh- 
by  request-,  on  Sabbath  evening  in  the 
Upisoopal  church. 

The  Presbyterian  church  of  Mount  Plea¬ 
sant  is  largo  and  flourishing  under  the  effi¬ 
cient  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  J.  0.  !V|cQlinfcock. 

Among  the  pleasant  things  to  be  remem¬ 
bered  are  visits,  upon  invitation,  to  the  “Iowa 
Hospital  for  tho  Insane,”  with  its  ample 
grounds,  noble  buildings,  an(l  over  three  hun¬ 
dred  unfortunate  inmate  apd  ta  the  ^  Mount 


pleasant  perpale  Seminary/"  Qt  which  the 
Rev.  E,  L.  Beldeq  is  proprietor  and  Principal. 
This  young  Institution  has  already  acquired 
an  enviable  reputation  as  a  select  family 
boarding-school.  It  has  special  claims  upon 
the  Presbyterian  public. 

Synod  adjourned  to  n^eet  qt  Res  Moines  on 
the  last  Thdrsday  of  September,  18G8. 

J.  M.  MoElroy,  Stated  Clerk. 

[correspondence,  op  the  presbyteriam.] 

Messrs.  Editors — The  eyes  and  heart 
of  the  writer  often  turn  to  the  sunset 
side  of  the  Father  of  Waters,  and  to  the 
Presbytery  of  Cedar,  within  whose  pre¬ 
sent  bounds  more  than  twenty  of  the 
two-score-and-ten  years  of  his  life  were 
past.  There  have  there  been  many 
seasons  of  Christian  communion,  too 
pleasant  to  be  forgotten  while  memory 
lives,  and  though  some  of  the  dear 
friends  with  whom  we  once  took  sweet 
counsel  in  that  and  other  Presbyteries 
are  now  far  away,  and  though  other  3 
have  happily  “crossed  the  flood,”  ana1 
entered  the  heavenly  Canaan,  the  living 
and  the  dead  are  fondly  remembered. 

The  reports  of  this  Presbytery  for 
the  last  few  years,  show  that  not  half  a 
dozen  of  our  Presbyteries  contain  a 
larger  proportion  of  churches  contribu¬ 
ting  to  all  our  Boards  and  objects  of 
benevolence.  Few,  if  any,  of  our  Pres¬ 
byteries  can  exhibit  a  larger  proportion 
of  churches  regularly  supplied  with  the 
means  of  grace.  And  I  venture  to  as¬ 
sert,  that  to-day  scarcely  a  Presbytery 
in  the  North-west  furnishes  a  larger 
proportion  of  churches  supplied  with 
comfortable  houses  of  worship.  Of  the 
spiritual  prosperity  of  the  churches  of 
this  Presbytery  during  the  past  year,  I 
am  not  fully  informed.  I  believe  only 
four  of  the  twenty-eight  are  without 
pastors,  and  of  these  two  were  recently 
made  vacant  by  the  death  of  one  who 
had  been  chosen  to  break  to  them  the 
bread  of  life.  Daring  the  past  year 
Jive  of  the  smaller  churches  '  of  this 
Presbytery  have  been  enabled  *  to  pro¬ 
vide  themselves  with  neat  and  commo¬ 
dious  houses  of  worship.  Let  us  con- 


aider  them  in  their  order,  though,  per¬ 
haps,  a  brief  notice  of  one  or  two  of 
them  has  already  appeared  in  vour 
columns. 

1.  The  church  at  Mount  Yernotb  on 
the  railway,  west  from  Clinton,  has  re¬ 
moved  a  great  obstacle  to  its  prosperity, 
by  erecting  a  beautiful  and  substantial 
church  edifice  at  a  cost  of  about  thirty- 
five  hundred  dollars  When  it  was  en¬ 
tirely  finished,  and  paid  for ,  it  was 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the  Triune 
God.  When  one  lays  an  offering,  large 
or  small,  upon  God’s  altar,  should  it 
not  be  legally  and  morally  to  property, 
and  not  another’s?  I  have  heard  this 
question  discussed  as  if  it  had  two 
sides;  but  I  could  never  see  but  one. 
The  work  of  erecting  the  Mount  Yernon 
church  has  been  prosecuted  with  unin¬ 
terrupted  harmony  and  good  will.  For 
the  gratifying  result  attained,  much 
credit  is  due  the  Rev.  E.  L.  Dodder, 
the  faithful  and  successful  pastor,  who 
has  laboured  with  unabated  zeal  for  its 
accomplishment.  Evidently,  the  time 
has  now  come  when  this  church  should 
cease  to  be  connected  with  Linn  Grove 
as  a  pastoral  charge,  and  should  have 
the  entire  time  of  a  pastor.  Mount 
Yernon  being  the  headquarters  of  Me¬ 
thodism  for  that  section  of  the  State, 
there  exists  a  special  necessity  that  we 
be  uniformly  and  fairly  represented 
there. 

2.  The  church  at  Mechanics vllle,  a 
few  miles  east  of  Mount  Yernon,  on  the 
same  road,  has  forsaken  the  old,  small, 
and  unattractive  building  it  has  hitherto 
occupied,  and  taken  possession  of  a 
beautiful'church  edifice  which  has  just 
been  finished,  at  a  cost  of  about  $4000. 
It,  too,  was  recently  dedicated  without 
a  dollar  of  debt,  the  Rev.  Dr.  S.  McC. 
Anderson,  of  Davenport,  preaching  the 
sermon.  It  is  due  to  the  self-sacrificing 
and  earnest  pastor  of  this  church,  the 
Rev.  Robert  Boag,  to  state  that,  with 
the  exception  of  a  very  small  sum, 
every  dollar  of  the  amount  expended  in 


the  erection  of  this  church  was  raised 
by  his  persistent  efforts.  If  he  did  tem¬ 
porarily  “leave  the  word  of  God  and 
serve  tables,”  he  certainly  did  his  work 
very  efficiently.  His  church  should  not 
forget  this — yet  churches  have  been 
known  to  do  that  very  thing.  It  is 
now  probable  that  Mr.  Boag,  who 
has  for  several  years  divided  his  time 
between  the  Mechanicsville  and  Red 
Quk  churches,  will  now  give  his  entire 
time  to  the  former,  and  that  the  latter 
will  also  have  a  whole  pastor,  instead 
of  half  of  a  very  good  one.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  both  these  enter¬ 
prises  have  been  largely  aided  by 
Chicago  liberality. 

3.  The  Sugar  Creek  church,  a  small 
I  country  church  in  Cedar -county,  will, 

during  the  present  month,  complete  a 
pleasant  little  church  building,  at  a  cost 
of  about  $2000.  The  people  here  have  j 
also  given  of  their  substance  with  com¬ 
mendable  liberality,  and  will  also  dedi¬ 
cate  their  church  free  of  debt. 

4.  The  church  at  Wilton,  on  the 
railway  west  of  Davenport,  will  soon 
complete  a  new  church  building,  its 
first,  at  a  cost  of  about  $3000.  This 
building  is  of  brick,  it  is  eligibly  located, 
presents  a  fine  appearance,  and  will  also 
bejfree  of  debt. 

These  two  churches  constituted  the 
pastoral  charge  of  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Yan- 
nuys,  whose  death  I  recently  noticed. 
Permit  me  to  say  further,  and  perhaps 
again,  of  him  that,  in  the  three  months 
of  his  labours  there,  he  seems  to  have 
been  permitted  to  infuse  new  life  into 
his  two  churches,  and  to  have  greatly 
endeared  himself  to  his  people.  I  am 
told  that  he  was  peculiarly  happy  in 
his  labours  and  intercourse  with  the 
children  and  youth  of  bis  charge,  who 
are  ever  the  hope  of  the  church.  Here 
is  an  open,  wide,  and  promising  field 
for  some  labourer  whom  the  Lord  of 
the  vineyard  may  send  thither. 

5.  The  congregation  of  Hermon 
church,  in  the  country  between  Daven¬ 
port  and  Muscatine,  is  also  completing 


a  very  neat  little  church,  in  a  beautiful 
grove,  at  a  cost  of  about  $2500.  And 
it  is  doing  this  at  a  time  when  it  has 
no  minister,  confiding  in  the  promise, 

“  Build  the  house,  and  I  will  take  plea¬ 
sure  in  it,  sflith  the  Lord.”  May  it 
speedily  find  this  promise  verified  in 
this  case.  The  churches  of  Hermon 
and  Blue  Grass  now  constitute  a  vacant 
pastoral  charge.  May  some  efficient 
ambassador  of  Christ  see  the  hand  of 
the  Master  beckoning  him  thither. 

These  encouraging  externals  indicate 
an  increased  inner  life,  and  lead  11s  to 
hope  for  future  and  richer  blessings. 
May  the  present  Week  of  Prayer  be  the 
beginning  of  times  of  refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  in  these  and 
in  all  our  churches.  Can  we  not  learn 
to  expect  such  results,  knowing  that 
God  never  disappoints  the  confident  ex¬ 
pectations  of  his  children?  Thus  far 
the  observances  of  the  week  in  Chicago 
have  been  attended  with  unusual  and 
most  encouraging  interest.  It  does  ap¬ 
pear  as  if  God  was  about  to  visit  us 
with  an  outpouring  of  his  Spirit. 

Of  the  Directors  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  of  the  North-west  only  the 
following  persons  were  present  at  the 
special  meeting  on  the  3d  inst.  : — Min¬ 
isters — Fleming,  Monfort,  Thompson, 
Candee,  Erskine,  Robertson,  and  Harsha. 
Ruling  Elders — Howe,  Norton,  Crosby, 
Holmes,  Woodbridge,  and  Waterman. 

A  resolution  was  adopted,  requesting 
Dr.  Lord  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the 
Chair  of  Theology  during  the  present 
session.  It  was  also  resolved  to  com¬ 
pensate  the  Professors  of  the  Seminary 
for  extra  labour,  and  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  ascertain  and  report  what 
extra  labour  will  have  been  performed  I 
at  the  next  regular  meeting  of  the 
Board.  It  was  also  determined  to 
hold,  at  the  next  regular  meeting  of 
the  Board,  a  memorial  service  in  view 
of  the  death  of  the  late  Dr.  MacMaster  ; 
and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas,  of  Ohio,  and 
the  Rev.  E.  Erskine,  of  Chicago,  were 
appointed  to  deliver  addresses  on  the 
occasion.  Calvin.  , 


INSTALLATION. 

Messrs.  Editors  : — It  has  been  my  pleasure 
to  attend  the  installation  of  Rev.  Charles  Axtell, 
recently  elected  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Bellevue,  Jackson  county,  Iowa. 

The  exercises  occurred  Wednesday  evening* 
Oct.  30th,  in  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  were 
conducted  by  a  committee  appointed  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Dubuque. 

Rev.  W.  P.  Carson,  of  Ep worth,  preached  the 
sermon  and  delivered  the  charge  to  the  pastor  ; 
Rev.  J.  S.  Dickey,  of  Andrew,  presided,  pro. 

!  posed  the  constitutional  questions,  and  delivered 
the  charge  to  the  people. 

Bellevue  is  a  flourishing  town  of  two  thou> 
sand  inhabitants,  beautifully  situated  on  the 
bank  of  the  Mississippi,  and  surrounded  by 
charming  and  variegated  scenery.  It  contains 
a  goodly  number  of  handsome  residences  and 
substantial  business  houses.  During  the  last 
summer  and  the  present  autumn,  it  has  been 
greatly  improved  by  the  addition  of  a  number 
of  large  buildings.  The  house  of  worship  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Presbyterians  is  a  substantial, 
commodious  and  tasteful  edifice,  with  basement 
containing  a  large  lecture  room.  The  congre¬ 
gation  that  statedly  worships  in  it  is  composed 
of  intelligent  families,  and  the  members  of  the 
church,  both  male  and  female,  are  earnest  and 
persevering  workers  in  the  cause  of  Christ. 

This  church  has  been  fortunate  in  securing 
the  pastoral  labors  of  so  zealous,  prudent,  and 
efficient  a  minister  as  our  Bro.  A.  Already, 
under  his  brief  ministry  of  a  few  months  in  this 
field,  there  are  evidences  of  increased  interest 
and  prosperity  in  the  church,  and  the  prospects 
of  its  future  growth  in  numbers,  piety  and  influ¬ 
ence  are  encouraging.  J.  S.  D. 

Messrs.  Editors- — T^e  following  items 
are  “lying  around  loose,”  and  are  caught 
up  now,  lest  they  float  beyond  my  reach 
on  these  whirling  tides  of  time : 

Mr.  R.  L.  Adams,  of  the  present 
Senior  Class  in  the  Seminary  of  the 
North-west,  has  accepted  an  invitation 
to  the  Linn  Grove  and  Springville 
churches,  in  the  (Iowa)  Presbytery  of 
Cedar,  and  will  enter  upon  his  pastoral 
labotirs  immediately  after  the  close  of 
the  present  session. 


yJA.  UllC  1"' 


\  I  C  f  V  ' 

Mr  A  R.  Mather,  ofthe  same  Class 
mr‘  ii  ft. Am  the  churches  of 

accepts  a  ca  ~  ^  in  the  same 

Wilton  and  Sugar  Lrees, 


Presbytery. 

The  Rev.  J.  H 


Mpora.  regions  J-bfiL 


c  On  account  of  impaired  health  the 
'Rev.  R.  A.  Criswell  has  resigned  the 
pastoral  charge  of  the  North  Sangamon 
church,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Sangamon, 
and  removed  to  Bloomington,  Illinois. 

The  church  at  Chillicothe,  Missouri, 
(on  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Rail¬ 
way,)  which  was  greatly  reduced  and 
impoverished  during  the  war,  is  getting 
able  to  stand  upon  its  feet  with  consider¬ 
able  firmness  under  the  faithful  minis¬ 
trations  of  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Pinkerton. 
It  has  just  thoroughly  repaired  and  j 
greatly  improved  its  church  building, 
which  had  become  somewhat  dilapi¬ 
dated,  and  has  made  it  decidedly  the 
neatest  and  most  comfortable  church 
building  in  that  thriving  town.  And  it 
is  free  of  debt.  The  Sabbath-school 
connected  with  the  church  now  has  an 
average  attendance  of  over  sixty  scho¬ 
lars,  and  is  said  to  be  one  of  the  most 
prosperous  and  interesting  schools  in 
the  city.  _ _  . 


Presbyterian  Ofew-sthool). 

The  Rev.  J.  G.  Cowden,  who  has  been 
preaching  for  some  time  in  the  United 
Presbyterian  church  of  Iowa  City,  Iowa, 
has  reoeived  a  call  from  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Clinton,  in  the  same  State. 

— The  Third  Presbyterian  church  of 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  have  given  a  call 
to  the  Rev.  F.  A.  Noble,  of  St.  Paul,  Min¬ 
nesota,  to  become  their  pastor. 

-—About  the  1st  of  October  last,  a  Pres¬ 
byterian  church  was  formed  at  Victor, 
Iowa.  Victor  is  an  important  railroad  sta¬ 
tion  near  Marengo.  The  people  arc  deter¬ 
mined  to  build  a  ehuroh  edifice  at  once. 

— The  Rev.  J.  M.  Brown,  of  Osage 
Presbytery,  Missouri,  has  recently  organ¬ 
ized  two  Presbyterian  churches— one  at 
Osceola,  and  another  at  Sunnyside,  Mo. 

— A  Presbyterian  churcn  was  formed 
November  9,  at  Easton,  twelve  miles  east 
ot  bt.  Joseph,  Missouri,  of  twenty  mem¬ 
bers.  A  subscription  ps  aUeaay  started 
for  a  church  edifice. 


PRESBYTERY  OF  FAIRFIELD. 

This  Presbytery  met  at  Sigourney,  Keokuk 
county,  Iowa,  on  the  26  th  of  April.  The  at- 
|  tendance  was  large,  and  the  sessions  harmo¬ 
nious.  The  Rev.  W.  Maynard  acted  as  Mod¬ 
erator,  and  the  Rev.  J.  Q.  Condit  as  Tempo- 
J  rary  Clerk. 

The  Rev.  H.  R.  Lewis  was  received  from 
the  Presbytery  of  Sangamon,  and  a  call  from 
the  church  of  Bentonsport  pjut  into  his  hands* 
which  was  by  him  accepted. 

Mr.  A.  R.  Mathes,  licentiate,  was  dismissed 
to  the  Presbytery  of  Cedar. 

The  Rev.  F.  A,  Shearer  was,  at  his  own  re¬ 
quest,  released  from  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
church  of  Crawfordsville.  He  continues  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Washington  church,  hereafter 
preaching  one-fourth  of  his  time  to  the  church 
of  Bethel. 

The  Rev.  A.  W.  Haines  was,  in  like  man¬ 
ner,  released  from  the  charge  of  Kirkville,  his 
whole  time  to  be  hereafter  devoted  to  Eddy- 

ville. 

The  pastoral  relation  subsisting,  for  the 
past  thirteen  years,  between  the  Rev.  James 
Caldwell  and  the  church  of  Libertyville,  was, 
at  the  pastor's  request,  dissolved.  No  exist¬ 
ing  pastorate,  in  either  of  the  Iowa  Synods, 
has  been  of  so  long  continuance  as  that  of 
brother  Caldwell,  now  terminated. 

The  Rev,  J.  C.  Sharon  reported  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  a  Church  of  seven  members,  with  one 
ruling  eldd*,  at  Drakeville,  Davis  county. 

Resolutions  were  adopted,  cordially  ap¬ 
proving,  and  pledging  co-operation  with  the 
operations  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
within  our  bounds. 

Presbytery  spent  some  timo  in  considering 
and  maturing  a  rearrangement  of  the  mission¬ 
ary  fields  within  our  bounds,  with  a  view  to 
supplying  all  with  the  means  of  grace,  and  at  i 
the  same  time  drawing  as  lightly  as  possible 
upon  the  funds  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions.  t 

The  following  arrangement  was  hdopted, 
and  is  hereby  commended  to  the  attention  of 
all  concerned: — Washington  and  Bethel  to 
constitute  one  charge;  Lafayette  and  Liberty 
one  charge;  Salina,  Brighton,  and  Martins- 
burg  one  charge;  Batavia  and  Libertyville 
one  charge;  Summit,  and  whatever  interests 
we  have  at  Keosauqua  one  charge;  Troy  and 
Cheques^ one  charge;  Bloomfield,  Drakeville, 
and  vicinity  one  charge.  This  arrangement  is 
intended  to  apply  only  to  missionary  churches, 
and  to  these  only  so  long  as  they  remain  such. 

Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  at  Birming¬ 
ham,  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  September,  at  11 
o'clock,  A.  M. 

J.  M.  McElroy,  Stated  Clerk. 


Since  the  first  of  last  May  fifty-nine 
persons  have  been  adc(,ed  to  the  chnrch 
at  Ottumwa,  Iowa,  Rev.  J.  M.  McElroy 
)astor.  Of  these  t£irty-nine  were  on 
profession  of  their  faith 

The  Red  Oak  Grove  church,  Iowa, 
has  received  an  accession  of  thirty  mem¬ 
bers  on  examination,  the  fruits  of  a  re¬ 
vival  resulting  from  a  series  of  meetings 
conducted  principally  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
S.  McC-  Anderson,  of  Davenport. 

p  m  Calvin. 


A  NOTE  to  us  from  the  Rev.  B.  L. 
(  Hughes,  of  Tipton,  Iowa,  says: 
‘‘We  held  our  communion  season  here 
yesterday,  and  had  a  joyful  day.  Sixteen 
vere  added  to  our  number,  the  most  of 
them  the  fruits  of  the  outpouring  of  God’s 
Spirit  in  our  midst,  in  connection  with  the 
|  series  religious  services  held  here  since 
the  first  day  of  January.  These  make 
twenty-three  that  have  been  added  to  us 
the  last  two  months.  To  God  in  Christ 
be  all  the  glory.” 

m  i  «  '  A 

— The  Presbyter  gives  the  following 
from  Oskaloosa,  Iowa :  j  YX&  ^7 

“We  have  just  had  our  communion 
season.  It  was  one  of  much  interest.  We 
have  had  some  very  precious  meetings 
here  during  the  past  winter ;  several  of  the 
churches  have  been  much  strengthened. 
At  our  communion  season  twenty-five  stood 
up  together,  and  professed  their  faith  in 
Christ.” 


PRESBYTERY  OF  MISSOURI  RIVER. 

This  Presbytery,  at  its  regular  session  of 
September,  passed  the  following  resolutions, 
and  ordered  that  they  be  published: 

Resolved,  1st.  That  thia  Presbytery  has  unwa¬ 
vering  confidence  in  the  system  of  Boards  and 
Committees  so  long  adopted  by  our  Church,  that 
wo  are  gratified  with  the  good  those  Boards  have 
accomplished  and  are  accomplishing,  and  that 
in  view  of  our  past  delinquency,  and  of  tho  grow¬ 
ing  demands  of  the  Boards,  and  in  order  to  in¬ 
crease  thoir  efficiency,  we  enjoin  upon  all  our 
churches  to  take  up  annual  collections  for  all 
our  Boards  and  Committees. 

Resolved,  2d.  That  our  ministers  and  church 
sessions  carry  out  the  Assembly’s  instructions  as 
to  putting  the  Home  and  Foreign  Record  in  every 
family  in  their  respective  charges. 

Resolved,  3 d.  That  while  the  ends  of  justice 
might  better  have  been  answored  by  trying  each 
Presbytery  on  its  own  merits,  we,  however,  ap¬ 
prove  of  the  final  disposition  of'  the  Declaration 
and  Testimony  question. 

Resolved,  4th.  That  while  this  Presbytery  are  • 
not  prepared  to  endorse  unqualifiedly  the  report 
of  the  Assembly’s  Committee  on  Ministerial  Sus- 
tentation,  we  are  very  much  gratified  that  a  step 
has  therein  been  taken  to  remedy  a  great  evil  in 
our  Church,  and  we  acquiesce  in  the  plan  pro¬ 
posed  as  an  experimental  effort  to  remove  that 
evil. 

Resolved,  5th.  That  this  Presbytery  hail  with 
pleasure  the  efforts  now  making  to  bring  about 
a  re-union  between  the  New  and  Old-school 
branches  of  the  Presbyterian  Church — that  we 
long  for  it,  will  pray  for  it,  and  will  uee  all  law-  j 
ful  endeavours  to  bring  it  about — but  this  Pres¬ 
bytery  regards  tho  Basis  of  Re-union  proposed 
by  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  two  Assemblies  to 
be  too  latitudinarian  as  to  doctrine,  too  vague  |» 
and  indefinite  as  to  ecclesiastical  polity,  and.  i 
altogether  objectionable  as  to  our  Theological 
Seminaries  and  the  Boards  of  our  Church;  that, 
therefore,  its  adoption  would  be  unsafe,  and  we 
cannot  consequently  give  it  our  assent  or  appro¬ 
val,  and  we  hope  that  the  Assembly's  Committee 
will  fiad  a  more  excellent  way. 

Resolved,  6th  That  we  cordially  acquiesce  in 
the  Assembly's  disposition  to  change  our  Presby- 
terial  and  Synodical  relations. 

„  John  T.  Baird,  Stated  Clerk. 
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Presbytery  of  FrankviHe,  *  / 

The  new  Presbytery  of  Frankville, 
by  the  Synod  of  Iowa  at  its  last  meeting, held  its 
first  session  at  Frankville,  Iowa,  on  Tuesday, 
Nov.  5  th.  The  opening  sermon  was  preached 
by  Rev.  Adam  Craig,  of  Lime  Springs,  from 
Rev.  iii,  19 — “  Be  zealous  therefore.”  Rev.  Jo¬ 
seph  Adams,  was  chosen  Moderator.  Rev.  J. 
W.  Crawford,  pastor  of  the  Frankville  church, 
was  elected  Stated  Clerk.  These  three  breth¬ 
ren,  with  Elders  Gilbert,  from  the  Frankville 
church,  and  Phillips,  from  the  newly  organized 
church  of  West  Union,  constituted  the  member¬ 
ship  of  Presbytery  present  at  the  meeting. 
Rev.  Win,  Buehren,  of  the  German  church  in 
McGregor,  the  remaining  minister  of  Presbytery 
as  erected,  was  absent.  Rev.  James  Frothing- 
ham,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Chippewa,  not  hav¬ 
ing  his  letter  of  dismission,  sat  as  Correspond¬ 
ing  member.  A  minister  is  soon  expected  at 
West  Union.  This  will  make  the  total  of 
Presbytery  six  ministers  (one  of  them  not 
preaching)  and  ten  churches. 

Rev.  Adam  Craig  was  elected  Commissioner 
to  General  Assembly. 

Presbytery  adopted  the  following  minutes  on 
the  subject  of  Reunion  : 

“  Tii. s  Presbytery  earnestly  desires  to  see  a 
union  ot  the  various  Presbyterian  churches  of 
our  land  in  one  homogeneous  whole.  The  basis 
proposed  by  the  joint  committee  does  not  seem 
sufficiently  explicit.  We  fear  that  union  on 
this  basis  would  prove  neither  sound  nor  per¬ 
manent.  We  therefore  urge  the  committee  to 
endeavor  to  secure  a  basis  more  definite  and 
satisfactory  in  the  matter  of  doctrine  and  con¬ 
trol  of  Theological  Seminaries.” 

The  church  of  Lime  Springs  was  recommend¬ 
ed  to  the  Board  of  Church  Extension,  for  aid 
in  the  sum  of  $800.  Next  meeting  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  be  held  at  Lime  Springs,  on  the  last 
Monday  of  April,  18G8.  J.  F. 


PRESBYTERY  OF  MISSOURI  RIVER. 

The  Presbytery  of  Missouri  River  met  at 
Clarinda,  Iowa,  on  the  4th  of  April. 

This  Presbytery  embraces  in  its  limits  all 
the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  about  one-eighth 
of  the  State  of  Iowa. 

The  Rev.  II.  M.  Giltner  was  chosen  Mod¬ 
erator,  and  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Noble,  Temporary 
Clerk. 

The  Rev.  R.  J.  Burtt  was  granted  a  letter 
of  dismission  to  the  Presbytery  of  Des  Moines. 

The  church  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  pre¬ 
sented  a  call  to  Mr.  T.  II.  Cleland,  Jr.,  a  li¬ 
centiate  under  the  care  of  Presbytery,  for¬ 
merly  of  Transylvania  Presbytery,  Kentucky. 
This  call  was  accepted  by  brother  Cleland. 

After  the  usual  trials  preparatory  to  ordi¬ 
nation,  Presbytery  resolved  that  he  be  or¬ 
dained  and  installed  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Council  Bluffs,  on  the  27th  of  April.  The 
Rev.  H.  H.  White  was  chosen  to  preach  the 
ordination  sermon,  the  Rev.  William  Hamil¬ 
ton  to  deliver  the  charge  to  the  pastor,  and 
the  Rev.  W.  B.  Noble  to  the  people. 

The  church  of  Clarinda,  Iowa,  presented 
a  call  for  the  pastoral  services  of  the  Rev. 
James  W.  Clark.  The  call  having  been  ac¬ 
cepted,  Presbytery  ordered  that  his  installa¬ 
tion  take  place  April  7th,  and  appointed  the 
Rev.  W.  Hamilton  and  the  Rev.  J.  T.  Baird 
a  committee  of  installation, 

A  call  was  also  extended  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Elli¬ 
ott,  a  licentiate  of  Presbytery,  by  the  church 
at  Nebraska  City. 

Presbytery  resolved,  unanimously,  that  al¬ 
though  objections  maybe  made  to  some  of  the 
modes  of  proceeding  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  particular  cases,  yet  on  the  whole  the  As¬ 
sembly  ought  to  be  sustained. 

A  resolution  was  passed  requesting  the 
Board  of  Domestic  Missions  to  appoint  a  dis¬ 
trict  missionary  for  the  region  included  within 
the  bounds  of  this  Presbytery.  The  reason 
of  this  request  is,  that  a  large  and  important 
portion  of  the  territory  occupied  by  Presby¬ 
tery,  particularly  that  portion  north  of  the 
Platte  River  in  Nebraska,  or  more  than  half 
of  that  State,  is  destitute  of  any  minister  of 
our  denomination.  This  region,  which  in¬ 
cludes  Bellevue,  Omaha,  and  other  growing 
towns,  is  rapidly  increasing  in  population, 
and  will  soon  be  entirely  preoccupied  by  other 
denominations.  In  order,  to  some  extent,  to 
meet  the  wants  and  learn  the  condition  of  the 
extended  region  under  its  care,  Preabytery 
ordained  that  each  of  its  ministers  should 
spend  the  fifth  Sabbath  of  every  month  in 
which  tfiere  were  five  Sabbaths,  in  labouring 
as  some  station  outside  of  his  regular  places 

I  °f  Pr3ac}  For  the  Presbyterian. 
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2&TTER  frSSi  council  bluffs. 

Editors  Evangelist :  West  from  itoonsboro 
one  begins  to  find  the  vast,  wild  and  beauti¬ 
ful  prairies.  But  they  are  no  longer  un¬ 
broken.  Houses  of  the  new  settlers  begin 
to  dot  them  here  and  there,  and  the  patch¬ 
es  broken  with  the  prairie  plow  this  year 
show  where  will  be  many  farms  next  year. 
A.  Montana  (Boone  county)  paper  speaks  of 
75,000  acres  of  prairie  newly  broken  this  year. 
All  agree  that  this  year’s  transfer  of  lands  to 
actual  settlers  exceeds  many  years  together 
previous.  One  will  have  to  go  west  of  Iowa, 
aud  even  of  Nebraska  very  soon,  to  find  the 
wild  prairie. 

Council  Bluffs  is  a  unique  place.  It  lies 
along  under  the  bluffs  as  close  to  them  as 
it  could  be  built.  Indeed  it  has  already 
begun  to  scale  them,  and  the  sites  of  some 
of  its  nea4:  residences  are  at  a  considerable 
elevation.  The  city  has  in  fact  crept  up 
into  the  oddest  little  glens  and  coves  and  re¬ 
cesses,  so  that  you  have  to  search  for  it,  and 
when  you  have  at  length  found  it,  which 
you  will  not  do  in  the  first  half  day,  you 
make  up  your  mind  that  after  all  it  will  not 
all  so  far  short  of  its  claimed  eight  thousand 


inhabitants. 

I  notice  two  substantial  church  edifices, 
the  Presbyterian  and  Methodist,  besides 
several  smaller  structures  representing  other 
denominations  ;  five  really  fine  brick  school 
buildings  in  the  different  wards  ;  an  elegant 
new  court  house  ;  a  fine  public  hall ;  and 
many  very  respectable  business  houses. 
But  Council  Bluffs  is  very  deficient  in  its 
'hotels,  though  not  in  their  number.  They 
exist  in  profusion,  and  are  crowded.  A 
large  and  first  class  hotel  is  talked  of. 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  making  the  acquaint- 
I  ance  of  Kev.  Mr.  Cleland,  pastor  of  the  only 
Presbyterian  church  in  the  city,  and  in  view 
of  sickness  in  his  family  I  allowed  his  pulpit 
to  witness  the  breaking  of  a  promise  lately 
made  to  my  wife  and  my  church.  He  has 
a  pleasant  congregation  and  church.  Here 
I  also  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  again 
Bro.  Little,  lately  from  our  Illinois  Synod, 
who  has  here  made  a  fine  beginning  with  a 
young  ladies’  school.  It  was  pleasant,  too,  to 


see  in  Council  Bluffs  a  sign  p  ,  . 

ihe  business  '.streets  “  Young  e 
bian  Association  and  Free  Reading  Room., 
and  to  note  the  very  great  improvemem  m 


At  Omaha,  our  well  known  minister,  Bro. 
Dimmiek,  had  gone  with  Mr.  Burnell  ot 
Chicago  and  a  delegation,  to  preach  and  do 
Christian  work  at  every  station  on  the  great 
Pacific  railroad,  now  complete  beyond  Fort 
Laramie,  and  to  spend  the  Sabbath,  I  notice, 
among  the  “track  layers.”  Speaking  of 
railroads,  Council  Bluffs  has  just  voted  to 
give  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  the 
Union  Pacific  railroad,  which,  with  the 
amount  voted  by  Omaha,  makes  about  a  half 
million  given  by  the  two  towns  toward  the 
i  great  railroad  bridge  across  the  Missouri, 
Eight  railroads  are  converging  at  this  point, 
to  run  over  this  bridge  when  completed. 
Four  at  least  of  these  roads  will  pretty  cer¬ 
tainly  be  running  into  Council  Bluffs  this 
Autumn.  May  Christ  our  Redeemer  take 
possession  of  these  vast  and  rapidly  accumu¬ 
lating  forces. 

On  Saturday  I  had  a  pleasant  run  o 
seventy-five  miles  to  Sioux  City,— a  beauti¬ 
ful  city  on  the  banks  of  the  pleasanter  Up¬ 
per  Missouri,  and  in  the  midst  of  splendid 
rolling  prairie. 

And  here,  by  the  way,  this  rapid  and 
shifting  volume  of  waters  is  making  for 
itself  a  more  direct  and  better  course  to  the 
sea.  Last  Spring  as  it  came  down  with  its 
flood  and  ice  from  the  mountains  to  near 
Sioux  City,  it  cut  through  a  neck  of  land 
around  which  its  course  had  been  fifteen 
miles.  In  the  morning  there  was  no  stream 
across  the  neck.  In  the  afternoon  a  stream 
burst  through,  and  in  an  hour  was  one-half 
mile  wide,  and  in  six  hours  steamboats  actual¬ 
ly  passed  through,  finding  this  their  only 
I  passage.  At  Council  Bluffs  the  river  has  cut 
away  its  left  bank  so  as  to  bring  its  current 
three  hundred  feet  nearefcto  the'  city,  but  it 
is  still  more  than  three  miles  distant. 

On  Sabbath  morn  in g  I  sauntered  out  in 
Sioux  City  in  search  of  a  Sunday  school,  and 
was  conducted  by  three  very  pleasant  girls 
to  the  only  morning  school,  in  the  little 


Congregational  church.  The  Presbyterian 
church  (O.  S.)  have  here  an  efficient  organi¬ 
zation,  and  the  Baptists,  Methodists,  and 
Episcopalians  also. 

I  go  to  spend  Monday  and  Tuesday  among 
the  Indians,  the  Winnebagoes  and  the 
Omalias,  and  if  I  bring  bach  my  scalp  will 

tell  your  readers  briefly  what  I  had. 

E.  L.  H. 

A  TOWS  THAT  SPRUNG  UP,  LIKE  JO¬ 
NAH'S  GOURD,  IN  A  NIGHT. 

De  Soto,  Dallas  Co.,  Iowa,  August  29,  1868. 

Dear  Evangelist :  If  you  want  to  see  a  new 
town,  come  here.  This  new  city  is  located 
twenty-five  miles  west  of  Desmoines,  on  the 
Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pacific  railroad. 
The  first  house  was  built  three  months  ago, 
and  now  one  of  the  oldest  inhabitants  af¬ 
firms  that  there  are  fifty.  4  You  can  see  ev-| 
ery thing  from  the  stump,  as  they  say  out 
West.  Houses  appear  to  be  scattered! 
around  promiscuously.  There  is  a  fine  and 
^  egular  plat,  but  the  houses  have  not  fallen 
into  line.  The  Railroad  Company  have  lo¬ 
cated  a  station  here,  and  are  putting  up  a 
handsome  depot  26x115,  at  a  cost  of  $3000. 
They  have  a  time-table  also,  and  are  evi¬ 
dently  intending  to  make  this  a  permanent 
station.  The  lots  are  60x140  feet,  and  range 
from  $20  to  $275.  Several  dry  goods  stores 
and  groceries,  are  already  opened.  One  son 
of  Esculapius  has  his  shingle  out,  a  quarter 
of  beef  and  a  shanty  signifies  a  butcher’s 
shop,  the  anvil  of  Vulcan  is  sought  for,  and 
everything  is  ready  for  a  start.  The  stages 
which  left  Desmoines  for  Council  Bluffs, 
now  leave  this  point  by  two  different  routes. 
Distance  125  miles.  The  Railroad  Company 
have  already  given  lots  to  three  religious 
denominations,  Methodists,  Congregational- 
ists,  and  Campbellites.  There  is  preaching 
every  Sabbath  by  Methodists,  Presbyterians, 
or  some  other  denominations.  The  school- 
house  and  the  church  have  not  been  built 
yet,  but  the  Railroad  Company  will  do  their 
part  in  every  new  enterprise.  The  country 
is  a  rolling  prairie,  rich  and  ready  for  the 
plow’.  Some  farms  have  been  opened  and 
cultivated  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  but  there 


is  an  abundance  of  land  in  all  its  native 
wildness.  Adel,  the  county  seat  of  Dallas 
county,  is  six  miles  north.  Winter  set  is 
fourteen  miles  south — so  that  this  must  be 
a  point.  The  crops  in  Iowa  are  good,  corn 
looks  splendidly,  and  is  rapidly  maturing. 
Two  weeks  will  place  it  beyond  frost.  The 
extreme  dry  w’eather  has  injured  it  but  lit¬ 
tle.  If  you  wish  to  find  the  center  of  Crea¬ 
tion  and  the  future  Paradise,  you  cannot  do 
better  than  to  come  here.  The  Evangelist 
will  probably  have  at  large,  number  of  sub¬ 
scribers  soon. 

Desmoines  is  growing  rapidly  in  numbers 
and  beauty.  A  new  school-house  nearly  fin¬ 
ished  at  a  cost  of  $60,000,  may  challenge 
comparison  wfith  any  other,  East  or  West. 

The  Court  House  is  being  repaired  or  fin¬ 
ished  at  an  expense  of  $30,000.  Madison 
&  Co.  are  building  a  Court  House  at  W  inter  - 
1  set,  to  cost  $100,000.  > 

|  The  Presbytertan  church  at  Desmoines 
j  is  just  receiving  a  new  Meneely  bell,  to  cost 
I  $1000,  and  will  weigh  over  2000  lbs.  These 
'  are  tokens  of  progress.  The  Presbyterian 
j  church  at  Marengo  is  to  be  enlarged  and 
have  a  steeple.  The  new  church  at  Adel 
will  be  dedicated  Sabbath  after  next.  There 
are  several  interesting  points  where  minis¬ 
ters  are  needed  immediately.  Any  good 
minister  of  Jesus  Christ  will  be  cordially 
|  welcomed.  Let  any  one  wh©  desires  a  new 
!  field  in  this  healthy  and  growing  State,  write 
1  to  our  Synodical  Missionary,  Rev.  William 
!  Campbell  at  Adel,  or  to  the  Presbyterian 
’  Rooms,  150  Nassau-street,  New  York, 
j  H.  L.  S. 

OUT  WTHE'lODfA  PRAIRIES. 

Editors  Evangelist : — A  four  days’  happy 
ride  on  the  prairies  is  an  agreeable  change 
from  constant  ridiDg  in  the  cars.  Such  a 
change  I  enjoyed,  starting  from  Des  Moines 
.  on  Monday  P.  M.  and  returning  on  Thurs- 
day.  A  friend  brought  around  to  the  hotel 
a  pair  of  horses  with  a  light  covered  buggy, 
and  we  drove  that  evening  to  Adel,  a  county 
seat  twenty-five  miles  from  the  Capital, 
j  Here  wre  made  a  pleasant  call  upon  Rev. 

I  Wm.  Campbell,  our  Syi  jdica1  missionary 
for  Iowa.  He  was  jAJt  recovering  from  a 
,  sudden  and  somewhat  severe  attack  of  sick" 


-y:.-  • 


M;. 


ness,  and  1  only  hope  that  our  call  and  chat'  "  'j.u.  A  d  lwellinffs  will 

for  an  hour  was  not  too  exciting  for  bis  stiui  °®CfV 

weak  state. 


j  i  None  of  the  readers  of  The  Evangelist 
could  spend  such  an  hour  with  such  a  mis¬ 
sionary  without  the  impression  deepening 
I,  of  the  greiit  wisdom  of  employing  such  a 


rapidly  follow.  And  this  is  not  wild  nor 
mad.  Farmers  are  already  scattered  along 
the  line  who  will  trade  at  the  nearest  station. 
The  rich  prairie  is  being  taken  and  occupied 
with  unprecedented  rapidity  near  where  the  j 
railroad  is  to  go.  These  men  are  sure  of 


man  for  snob  a  field.  I  had  been  seeing  for  cusfcomers  and  they  Uuow  it. 

weeks  new  owns  starting  up  on  the  prairies  How  j  wish  tl|at  eVery  Presbjterian  of 

along  the  lines  of  the  various  advancing  eulture  and  wealth  could  see  how  very  differ- 
railroads,  m  the  midst  of  a  rich  country 

rapidly  being  dotted  with  the  settlers’ 


•  homes, — towns,  therefore,  certain  to  be 

;  centres  of  business  and  of  influence. 

I  It  was  now  a  great  delight  to  find  that 

our  Home  Missionary  Committee — that  we, 

the  churches — through  this  acceptable  and 

I  faithful  worker,  are  reaching  these  towns, 

.  and,  wherever  practicable,  planting.a  church 

for  Christ  and  for  men.  There  are  reasons 

which  might  be  stated  why  our  Committee 

can  now  do  more  in  Iowa  than  ever  before, 

I  and  more  than  any  other  Caivimstic  Church. 

j;  Oh  for  ten  thousand  dollars  more,  and  ten 
|  7 
i  more  men  for  Iowa  !  I  know  what  could  be 

i  done  with  them;  so  does  Brother  Campbell. 


ent  a  scale  of  Christian  work  is  required  in 
planting  churches  here  than  we  have  known 
before.  It  is  not  sanguine  nor  rash  for  me 
to  say  that  if  we  had  a  church  edifice,  all 
framed  and  ready  to  be  put  up  to  follow  the 
track  layers,  and  a  thousand  dollar  man, 
not  less,  so  as  to  leave  the  preacher  and  the 
church  building  instantly  where  the  station 
is  located,  it  would  be  the  best,  the  most 

i 

clear  headed,  and  the  wisest  investment  the  j 
Church  has  ever  made.  Facts  and  instances  i 
enough  show  that  in  a  majority  of  cases  a 
self-sustaining  Presbyterian  church  exerting 
a  most  beneficent  influence  for  all  time  to 
come  would  result.  In  the  few  cases  of 
failure  there  would  simply  be  a  man  to 


;  Bat  a11 1  oan  say  uow  is>  tbat  he  aad  his  transfer  to  some  other  field,  and  a  house  for 

i  1*1  1  *  1  1  -%-Y-  7 


|  coadjutors  are  doing  a  good  work.  New 
and  promising  churches  in  the  young  and 
growing  towns,  destined  to  be  permanent, 
and  mainly  along  the  line  of  the  prominent 
railroads,  tell  of  the  good  work. 

In  the  morning  on  we  go  through  the 
southern  part  of  Guthrie  county,  where  we 
encounter  the  track  layers  on  the  line  of  the 
extension  of  the  Rock  Island  Railroad. 
They  are  now  laying  down  more  than  a  mile 
of  track  per  day.  Their  little  village  of 
cottages  on  wheels,  pushed  along  continu¬ 
ally  on  the  track,  furnishing  home,  supper, 
and  lodging  on  the  last  rails  laid  at  night, 
are  quite  a  spectacle  on  the  wild  prairies. 
And  quite  a  sensation  is  produced  as  they 
advance.  Where  will  the  next  station  be  ? 
This  question  agitates  every  farmer  and 
land  owner  along  the  track  until  the  ques¬ 
tion  is  settled.  And  the  moment  the  ques¬ 
tion  is  settled,  the  surveyor  is  in  active 
j  requisition  to  lay  out  -a  town,  and  within  a 
I  few  days  there  will  bo  seen  going  up  a  hotel, 

|  a  dry  goods  store,  a  drug  store,  and  a  small 


sale,  not  in  some  old  dilapidated  town,  but 
in  a  bright,  young  and  growing  town,  where 
it  would  sell  for  more  than  it  was  worth — the 
lot  being  in  all  cases  given  by  the  town  pro¬ 
prietors.  This  would  be  in  the  few  cases  where 
people  of  some  other  denomination  come  in 
almost  exclusively.  Will  the  Church  arise 
and  do  this?  Will  a  few  spirits  to  whom 
God  has  given  appreciation  and  money  say 
that  it  shall  be  done  ? 

But  we  went  on  past  the  track  layers  and 
the  new  stations,  though  not  past  where 
they  expect  the  railroad.  In  a  log  house  on 
the  wild  prairie  we  found  lodging  the  second  j 
night.  We  found  a  bed,  though  most  of : 
those  who  lodged  there  that  night,  a  score 
or  more,  slept  on  the  floor.  The  little 
daughter,  “Becky,”  of  twelve  years,  slept 
on  the  floor  at  the  foot  of  our  bed.  The 
little  son  of  five  or  six  we  found  asleep  on  a 
rug  before  our  bed.  The  old  man,  wife,  j 
and  child,  slept  on  another  bed  in  the  same  ' 
room.  Another  son,  a  lad  of  fourteen,  my 
friend  found  asleep  in  the  corn  crib  on  the 


corn.  'J’bo  most  o 
awav  on  the  floor  ‘iri  the  loft  of  the  log 
horse.  My.  friend  said  that  our  better  fare 
wa$  owing  to  my  agreeing  with  our  host 
in  his  opinions  of  the  Mormons  and  Mor- 


city  ol  Dubuque,  and  there  we  passed  the 
■ae  guests  were  stowed  night.  This  is  the  oldest,  as  well  as  the 

largest,  city  of  the  State.  The  first  white 
persons  who  passed  along  this  portion  of 
the  Mississippi  river  were  Father  Mar¬ 
quette  and  his  companions,  connected 
mon  preaching.  ^ith  ,the  LEo“an,  Catholic  missions  in 

The  next  dav  my  companion  had  a  hard  0|  11  *  e,  year  167o,  mac  e  an 

,,  i  +  extended  voyage  of  missionary  explora- 

day  s  work  to  do,  finding  certain  tracts  of  +.•  4.1,  -  T  i<-rooJ  t  r 

,  .  .  .  f  .  tion  down  the  river.  In  1788  one  Julien 

land  m  a  v  lid  prairie  m  two  townships,  m  Dubuque,  a  Frenchman,  obtained  permis- 
which  th>'te  were  no  inhabitants.  It  was  sion  from  the  native  tribes  to  explore  and 
like  finding  Christians  among  Indians.  The  work  the  lead  mines  in  the  vicinity;  and 
lines  and  corners  were  not  very  apparent,  from  him  the  settlement  was  afterwards 
And  after  my  friend  had  been  measuring  named.  He  died  in  1810,  and  was  buried 
and  pacing  and  using  the  compass  all  day,  0Q  a  steep  bluff  below  the  city.  Here 
and  I  had  been  driving  our  buggy  over  the  Die  hrst  permanent  settlement  in  Iowa 

prairie  to  keep  it  in  sight  and  reach  of  him,  "Wa,S.1 1Fa^e>  an^.  ^  .  ^as  rapidly  grown, 

until  its  population  is  now  nearly  twenty- 

five  thousand.  It  is  beautifully  built 

.  ..  .,  ,  .,t  upon  a  high  plateau,  some  twenty  feet 

This  time  it  was  another  House  with  one  above  the  levef  of  tbe  ri  and  /rdled 

room  below  and  one  above,  packed  with  a  miie  or  two  back,  by  a  semi-circle  of 
men  sleeping  side  by  side  on  the  floor,  ex-  bluffs,  nearly  two  hundred  feet  in  height, 
cept  one  corner,  where  we  were  favored  with  upon  which  are  built  a  large  number  of 
a  bedstead  and  with  a  cool  breeze  from  the  elegant  private  residences,  as  well  as 
|  only  window.  some  public  institutions.  The  whole 

1  These  settlers  already  on  the  ground  asPec^  °f  Dm  city ,  to  a  stranger,  is  very 

agreeable.  The  number  of  churches  is 


I  was  glad  when  he  was  tired  enough,  so  that  n  r  r  * 

T  -i~3  ,  1  1  •  .  7  ,  .  ,  ,  /.  1  five  thousand. 

I  ct  ild  take  him  in  and  drive  for  our  hotel. 


make  their  hospitality  equal  to  the  present  nearly  twenty-  Among  tbese  are  the 

IT  Vy|i  p  npj  1  1  -j  •  T  ^  -Px'osbyt  erian  church,  (Old-school  ) 

ail  who  come.  The  next  day  we  dined  m  a^pipp  WflQ  nri„  +•  ,,  F  \i  ,  ’< 
a  .  ,  .  ~  .  ...  1  _  ,  .  ,  ,  wnicn  was  at  one  time  under  the  pastoral 

flourishing  Quaker  settlement,  and  at  night  care  0f  your  correspondent,  “  Hawkey e  ” 
found  ourselves  back  in  the  beautiful  city  of  and  which  has  lately  called  to  its  pastor- 
Des  Moines.  E.  L.  H.  ate  the  Rev.  James  A.  Reed,  formerly  of 

Wooster,  Ohio;  also  the  First  German 


Correspondence  of  the  Presbyterian. 

A  TRIP  THROUGH  IOWA." 

Messrs.  Editors — It  was  with  sincere 
regret  we  left  the  beautiful  and  fertile 
State  of  Minnesota,  to  descend  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi.  A  second  view  of  the  river  on 
the  way  down  detracted  nothing  from  the 
impression  its  beauty  made  as  we  ascend 


church,  (Old-school,)  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  the  Rev.  A.  Van  Vliet.  This  lat¬ 
ter  contains  one  hundred  and  eighty 
members,  and  is  in  a  flourishing  condi¬ 
tion.  j-here  is  aiso  one  New-school 
church,  of  which  Rev.  S.  G.  Spees,  D.D., 
has  lately  become  pastor. 

From  Dubuque  we  drop  down  the  river 


id" it..  Through  Lake  Pepin  we  passed  sevf ntL  milef-  The 

on  a  brilliant  moonlight  night,  and  we  «Djcfurpcmip  p  U  uclue  °ses  nearly  all  its 
had  enough  of  youthful  romance  remain-  mor  ]EP]  .  ea,u  7'  an^  fis  hanks  become 

ing,  to  leave  our  warm  beds  and  ascend,  ^  c  ,  ame>  -^er®  anc^  there, 

towards  midnight,  to  the  pilot’s  house,  or  ,1  ’  ,  P  7  ow.n  or  village,  on  one 

just  as  our  steamer  approached  the  Lake,  .  +p  rv-  \  ^1V-e  variety  and  life 

and  to  stay  there  three  or  four  hours,  as  ,  p  i,  T?j.  Uintor}  is  nearly  opposite 

our  boat  passed  Lake  City,  Maiden  Rock,  p  ,  ’  anc^  13  connected  with 

and  other  points  of  exquisite  beauty.  It  ca  in&-  11  ge>  over  which  the  Chi- 

was  a  magnificent  scene,  not  easily  de-  f  ^  °rt,ii- western  Railway  passes 

scribed,  but  never  to  be  forgotten.  p  t  p  Rgo  towards  ' Omaha,  in  Nebras- 

Our  first  landing  in  Iowa  was  at  the  pa’cjp  pnn,ec^  ^aere  with  the  great  Union 

■  •  taiJway.  Clinton  is  a  fine  grow- 


?■* 

ing  town,  of  four  or  five  thousand  peoole 
and  is  full  of  trade  and  prosperity  On 
our  arrival  there,  we  found  the 'town 
thronged  ^  to  overflowing  with  a  vast 
crowd,  which  had  come  to  attend  the 
Annual  Agricultural  State  Fair,  in  which 
all  classes  of  people  seemed  to  take  a 
profound  interest.  After  staying  here 
over  night,  we  set  forward  early  in  the 
morning  towards  Cedar  Rapids,  whither 
we  were  bound,  in  order  to  attend  the 
meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa.  Let  us 
pause  a  moment  here,  to  look  at  the  gen¬ 
eral  features  of  the  State. 

Iowa  lies  between  the  two  great  rivers, 
the.  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri,  the 
entire  eastern  edge  being  washed  by  the 
former,  and  the  whole  western  edge  by 
the  latter.  It  has  no  mountains,  and 
almost  no  high  hills.  The  great  body  of 
the  State  is  made  up  of  vast  expanses  of 
prairie;  not  flat  and  level,  like  the  prai¬ 
ries  of  Illinois,  but  undulating,  and  in 
many  places  rising  with  gentle  swells  to 
a  very  considerable  height.  This  prairie 
land  is  exceedingly  rich,  and  is  covered 
with  a  high  coarse  ^rass,  which  affords 
excellent  and  ample  pasturage  to  vast 
herds  of  cattle  and  flocks  of  sheep.  The 
State  is  every  where  well  watered.  From 
the  North-west  to  the  South-eastward,  a 
large  number  of  streams  sweep  across  the 
prairies,  and  empty  into  the  Mississippi. 
The  principal  of  these  are  the  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  Cedar,  Wapsipinicon,  Turkey,  and 
Makoqueta  rivers.  Each  of  these,  in  its 
progress,  receives  a  large  number  of  afflu¬ 
ents.  Every  stream  is  bordered  by  a 
belt  of  woodland,  varying  in  width  from 
an  hundred  yards  to  one  or  two  miles. 
And  thus,  although  the  great  body  of 
land  is  prairie  land,  a  supply  of  timber 
and  fire-wood  is  generally  not  very  re¬ 
mote.  Besides  this,  there  is  an  immense 
coal  field,  underlying  nearly  two- fifths  of 
the  whole  State,  the  beds  of  coal  fre¬ 
quently  lying  near  the  surface,  and  being 
sometimes  one  hundred  feet  or  more  in 
thickness.  The  resources  of  the  State  are 
almost  unlimited;  and  vast  as  its  produc¬ 
tion  of  corn,  wheat,  and  other  crops 
already  is,  those  resources  have  hardly 
begun  to  be  developed.  Yet  enterprise 
is  pushing  on  in  that  direction.  Five 
railroads,  nearly  parallel  to  each  other 
will  soon  be  completed  across  the  entire 


width  of  the  State,  from  the  Mississippi 
to  the  Missouri  One  of  these,  the  Chi¬ 
cago  and  North-western,  already  alluded 
to,  is  completed  to  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

From  Clinton  we  enjoyed  a  delightful 
ride  to  Ced<ar  Rapids,  passing  through 
the  pleasant  towns  of  Dewitt,  Loudon, 
Mechanicsville,  and  Mount  Vernon,  be¬ 
sides  many  smaller  towns  and  villages. 
The  country,  nearly  as  far  as  the  middle 
of  the  State,  is  more  highly  improved 
than  we  expected  to  see  it.  The  .farm 
houses  are,  in  general,  well  built  and 
neatly  painted,  with  every  appearance  of 
thrift,  comfort,  and  prosperity  in  their 
inmates.  The  vast  prairie  fields  of  corn 
and  of  wheat,  from  the  latter  of  which 

•i.  ' 

the  grain  had  recently  been  gathered, 
were  a  wonder  to  eastern  eyes.  Far,  far 
away  over  the  prairie  to  the  distant  hori¬ 
zon,  these  fields  would  stretch  on  every 
side,  covered  with  the  now  frost-bitten 
corn,  giving  promise  of  thousands  and  of 
millions  of  bushels  for  the  sustenance  of 
man  and  beast.  Flow  these  Iowa  far-  j 
mers  ever  manage  to  get  their  vast  crops 
gathered  in  and  disposed  of,  before  it  is 
time  to  plough  and  plant  again,  is  a 


rystery  to  us-. 

Arrived  at  Cedar  Rapids,  we  are  wel- 
omed  by  well-beloved  brethren  already 
.ere,  to  attend  the  coming  sessions  of 
he  Synod,  and  are  soon  made  to  feel 
t  home.  The  town  is  pleasantly  sit- 
iated  on  the  Cedar  river,  which  is  here 

considerable  stream,  navigable  to  this 
oint  by  small  steamers,  in  good  stage 
f  the  water.  Here,  however,  are  con- 
Lderable  rapids,  which  furnish  water- 
ower  for  a  number  of  factories  and  mills 
f  various  kinds.  The  town  contains 
bout  five  thousand  people.  It  is  regu- 
arly  laid  out,  and  well  built.  The  Old- 
chool  church  we  found  without  a  pastor. 
Che  New-school  church  had  lately  called 
t  pastor.  It  was  also  erecting  a  new  and 
landsome  house  of  worship,  on  the  hign- 
sat  pinnacle  of  which,  to  our  amazement 
we  saw  that  a  huge  cross  had  just  bee. 
placed.  A  pleasant  and  impressive  em- 
blem,  originally,  of  our  holy  religion, 
cross  has  in  the  past  centuries  been  so 
associated  with  superstitious  usages,  an 
so  made  the  badge  and  symbol  of  bop^y, 
and  of  those  who  verge  that  way,  that 
we  look  with  unavoidable  suspicion  upon 


the  soundness,  either  in  faith  or  in  good 
sense,  of  those  who  are  willing  to  assume 
and  parade  it.  ' — - 

The  Synod  soon  got  to  "work,  and  work¬ 
ed  earnestly,  as  men  are  wont  to  do,  who 
have  a  deep  sense  of  the  importance  of 
what  they  are  about.  A  large  number 
of  the  ministers  of  this  Synod  are  domes¬ 
tic  missionaries,  occupying  new  fields,  and 
engaged  in  organizing  new  churches.  I 
rejoice  to  say  that  they  seem  also  to  have 
much  of  the  true  missionary  spirit.  The 
personal  reports  of  the  state  of  religion 
in  their  several  fields,  and  of  the  progress 
of  the  gospel  there,  were  intensely  inter¬ 
esting.  The  whole  was  made  clear  and 
intelligible  to  every  listener  by  a  large 
map  of  the  Synod,  hung  beside  the  pulpit, 
on  which  each  church  was  conspicuously 
dotted  down.  This  map  not  only  showed 
how  much  had  been  done,  but  how  vast 
a  work  there  yet  remained  to  do.  In 
sixty-six  counties  in  the  north-western 
portion  of  the  State,  counties  rapidly  fill¬ 
ing  up  with  population,  and  where  towns 
and  villages  are  growing  on  every  side, 
there  are  as  yet  only  four  or  five  Old-  ' 
school  churches,  while  Romanism  is  push=J 
ing  in  on  every  side,  and  selecting  the 
best  points  for  its  operations. 

Many  interesting  revivals  were  report¬ 
ed  as  having  occurred  in  the  churches  of 
the  Synod  during  the  past  year.  One  of 
the  ministers — one  who  came  from  a  far 
distant  church  ,in  one  of  the  sixty-six 
counties  above  alluded  to,  and  who  has 
no  other  church  of  our  connection  within  ' 
seventy  miles  or  more  of  his — gave  many 
touching  accounts  of  conversions  under 
his  ministerial  labours,  conversions  grant¬ 
ed  in  direct  answer  to  earnest  prayer  and 
faithful  effort.  It  is  sad  to  tell  that  this 
earnest  and  faithful  labourer  is  now  suf¬ 
fering  for  lack  of  help.  In  a  letter  re¬ 
ceived  from  him  a  few  days  since,  he 
says: — “Our  little  church  continues  to  in¬ 
crease.  It  is  in  its  infancy,  cradled,  sure 
enough,  in  a  manger.  A  few  families 
have  subscribed  $2000,  and  a  little  over, 
and  by  the  blessing  of  God,  we  will  soon 
.have  a  house  of  worship  and  a  flourishing 
church.  But  what  am  I  and  my  family 
to  do  for  a  support?  Unable  to  find  any 
place  to  rent,  we  undertook  the  erection 
of  a  little  house,  the  people  advancing 
most  of  the  money  needed,  to  inclose  the 


building,  but  I  borrowing  a  part.  We 
are  living  in  this  house — still-  open  and 
unplastered — and  are  even  now  suffering 
from  cold,  and  what  it  will  be  in  the  depth 
of  winter ,  God  lenoweth.  The  people  have 
come  and  said  to  me,  with  tears — as  did 
also  one  aged  and  veteran  elder  whom 
you  saw  with  me  at  Synod — ‘We  must  let 
you  go,  unless  we  can  get  help  from 
abroad.’  But  all  this  only  serves  to  bind 
me  the  more  closely  to  them.”  Should 
any  one  read  these  lines,  and  feel  his 
heart  moved  to  send  something  to  this 
devoted  and  suffering  brother,  he  has 
only  to  leave  his  gift  with  the  editor  of 
the  Presbyterian ,  and  it  will  be  sure  to 
reach  its  intended  object. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  subjects 
discussed  before  Synod  was  the  condition 
and  prospects  of  the  German  Theological 
school  at  Dubuque.  This  originated  in 
the  labours  of  the  Rev.  A.  Van  Yliet, 
now  pastor  of  the  First  German  Presby¬ 
terian  church  in  that  city.  Mr.  Van 
Vliet  is  every  wTay  a  remarkable  man. 
Formerly  a  tailor,  but  with  the  love  of 
Jesus  glowing  in  his  heart,  he  was  pro¬ 
foundly  anxious  for  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  his  German  fellow-citizens,  who  were 
living  in  large  numbers  around  him.  He 
began  to  distribute  books  and  tracts  to 
them.  Then  he  began  to  instruct  a  few 
of  them,  as  he  sat  upon  his  tailor’s  bench, 
in  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  for  he  was 
thoroughly  read  in  the  great  doctrines  of 
the  Reformation.  And  so,  from  this 
mustard  seed,  grew  the  now  flourishing 
and  promising  German  Theological  school 
at  Dubuque,  in  which  Mr.  Van  Vliet  is 
the  Professor  of  Theology— a  school 
which  is  every  year  sending  pious  and 
well-indoctrinated  young  men  forth  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  the  German  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  great  North-west. 

.  dlhe  ^ev-  L.  G.  Bell,  commonly  called 
in  Iowa  “Father  Bell,”  has,  within  the 
last  year,  passed  up  to  his  reward.  He 
preached  the  first  Presbyterian  sermon 

1p  /°iWa’  helped  to  organize  the  first 
re^  yterian  church  within  its  bounds. 

1  ?,  ?ife>  abounding  in  apostolic 

l  i  -denymg  labours,  he  was  permit- 
<-  o  see  within  this  young  State  2 

foU.A  8 ,  ,Presbyteries,  169  churches, 
-school,)  and  8777  communicants. 


The  New-school  brethren  have  i  Q 
m  Iowa,  with  64  churches,  and  9<m  ynod 
mum  cants.  May  God  !  “?  jy75  c°m* 

dantly  to  bless  his  own  truth 6  TT 
build  up  the  hinadom  of  rtf’-  ?nJ  . to 

mighty  power  in  the  great  andY  W-'th 
West.  S  1  *nd  £r°wing 

WISQUIS. 


WESTWARD  TO  OMAHA. 

Messrs.  Editors — Leaving  our  kind  en¬ 
tertainers  and  our  well-beloved  clerical 
brethren  at  Cedar  Rapids,  we  again  take 
cars  on  the  North-western  Railway,  with 
i  our  faces  westward.  In  passing,  we  may 
say  that  this  is  a  fine  ~road,  well-con¬ 
structed,  well-equipped,  and  well-man¬ 
aged.  None  who  know  him,  will  doubt 
this  when  we  tell  them  that  it  was  to  a 
large  extent  built  under  the  management 
and  supervision  of  that  energetic  and 
generous  Jersey  man,  John  I.  Blair,  Esq. 
In  all  the  appointments  and  conveniences 
for  travelling,  it  much  surpasses  any  thing 
we  have  ever  seen  between  Philadelphia 
and  New  York.  Its  palace  cars  are  really 
magnificent. 

The  distance  across  the  entire  State  of 
Iowa,  from  Clinton  to  Omaha,  is  three 
hundred  and  fifty-six  miles.  The  first 
half  of  this  ride  is  through  a  country 
well-settled,  and  to  a  very  considerable 
extent  cultivated  and  improved.  Beyond 
this  point  the  settlements  and  farm-houses 
grow  more  and  more  sparse,  and  nature 
presents  more  and  more  of  the  appearance 
she  has  here  exhibited  during  t£.e  silent 
centuries  of  the  past.  Across  the  undu¬ 
lating  prairie  we  sweep  mile  after  mile, 
oftentimes  seeing  naught  for  ten  or  twenty 
miles,  save  the  brown  prairie  grass,  inter¬ 
spersed  here  and  there  with  clusters  of 
gay  autumnal  fipwers.  As  we  roll  rap¬ 
idly  along,  the  wild  prairie  chickens,  or 
now  and  then  a  flock  of  frightened  quails,  I 
rise  on  the  wing,  fly  a  short  distance,  and 
quietly  settle  down  again.  Occasionally 
we  dash  across  a  stream  and  its  usual  ac¬ 
companiment,  a  narrow  belt  of  woodland. 
Now  we  seem  to  have  gone  far  beyond  the 
point  reached  oy  cultivation  or  civiliza¬ 
tion,  so  utterly  wild  is  the  vast  reach  of 
country.  But  wait  a  little  while,  and  you 
will  be  astonished  by  being  whirled  into  a 
handsom  ,  and  growing  village,  with  a 
flue  depot,  a  good  hotel,  a  large  number 
of  stores,  perhaps  a  steam  mill  or  two,  and 


neat,  well-painted  dwellings.  It  is  one 
of  the  remarkable  things  to  be  no  e  m 
travelling  in  the  far  West,  how  villages 
and  towns  spring  up.  at  the  railway 
stations  as  if  by  magic.  One  wonders 
where  all  these  villagers  come  from,  what 
brings  them  here  into  the  midst  of  a  vast 
wilderness,  and  how  they  manage  to  live 
after  they  get  here.  A  dozen  stores  and 
shops  will  be  grouped  around  a  railway 
station,  all  apparently  doing  well,  yet  a 
dozen  houses  cannot  be  seen  in  as  many 
miles  over  the  prairie.  One  cannot  help 
thinking  how  different  an  affair  it  now  is 
to  emigrate  to  a  new  country  from  what 
it  was  forty  or  fifty  years  ago.  Then 
there  was  the  wearisome  journey  with 
teams  and  wagons,  loaded  with  rude  fur¬ 
niture  and  farming  implements,  while  at 
I  the  end  of  the  road  was  the  rough  log 
cabin  and  all  the  fearful  discomforts  of 
isolation  from  civilization,  society,  and 
friends.  Now  the  emigrant  rides  to  his 
new  location  in  a  luxurious  railway-car, 
he  there  builds  his  commodious  and  well- 
painted  frame  house,  he  finds  mechanics, 
shops  and  stores  at  the  next  station,  and 
his  furniture  and  implements  of  hus¬ 
bandry  are  probably  manufactured  not 
fay  off,  or  else  are  brought  with  perfect 
ease  by  rail.  It  is  by  this  easy  process, 
our  railways  being  aided  by  appropria¬ 
tions  of  government  lands,  and  piercing 
the  wilderness  in  advance  even  of  the 
frontier  settler,  that  our  Western  States 
and  territories  are  so  rapidly  filled  up. 

Between  Cedar  Rapids  and  Omaha  we  # 
pass  through  Tama,  Marshalltown,  State 
Centre,  Nevada,  Boone,  New  Jefferson, 
and  other  villages.  Marshalltown  and 
Boone  are  considerable  towns,  rapidly 
growing,  and  are  brisk  centres  of  an  im¬ 
portant  inland  trade.  As  we  approach 
Omaha  our  road  curves  slightly  to  the 
southward,  and  we  presently  get  our  first 
sight  of  the  Missouri  River.  Thence  we 
pass  along  between  the  river  and  a  range* 
of  bluffs  for  ten  or  fifteen  miles,  until  we 
catch  a  glimpse  of  the  busy  and  import¬ 
ant  town  of  Council  Bluffs.  This  contains 
between  five  and  six  thousand  people; 
and  we  see  many  handsome  buildings  in 
the  distance.  But  we  do  not  pass  through 
the  town..  Curving  ,  to  the  westward 
across  a  wide  flat  or  piece  of  bottom-land, 
we  arrive  at  the  Missouri  River  Station. 


i<’or  some  reason,  our  cars  do  not  run  to 
the  river  bank,  and  we  are  transferred 
into  omnibusses,  which,  driven  slowly 
through  deep  mud  and  across  dangerous 
gullies,  at  last  pass  on  board  the  ferry¬ 
boat,  which  transports  us  to  the  Nebraska 
shore. 

The  first  sight  of  the  great  Missouri 
River  utterly  disappoints  and  disgusts  us. 
After  being  familiar  during  the  past 
weeks  with  the  sparkling  and  translucent 
waters  of  the  Upper  Mississippi,  the 
muddy  Missouri  seems  like,  the  outlet  to 
some  vast  hog-wallow  in  the  far  West. 
One  could  not  touch  its  deeply-discolored 
waters  without  defilement.  Yet  we  heard 
it  stated  that  boatmen  and  others,  who 
live  on  or  near  the  stream,  learn  to  prefer 
its  waters  for  drinking  purposes  to  pure 
spring-water.  Well !  all  we  can  say  is, 
“Each  one  to  his  liking.” 

Arrived  on  the  Nebraska  side,  our  om¬ 
nibusses  had  another  wide,  muddy  flat  to 
drive  across.  It  was  not  common  mud, 
but  thick,  tenacious,  dark-colored  paste, 
and  that  hub-deep.  Our  double  tear"}  of 
four  horses  pulled  heroically,  and  ma'de 
slow  but  steady  progress  for  some  time. " 
But  at  last  even  our  hub  almost  disap¬ 
peared  as  the  wheel  sank  into  a  hole,  and 
the  horses  gave  it  up  in  despair.  After 
much  whipping,  and  coaxing  and  cursing, 
all  in  vain,*  the  driver  energetically  in¬ 
vited  his  male  passengers  to  lighten  the 
coach  by  alighting  in  the  mud — an  invi¬ 
tation  which  some  accepted  and  others 
declined.  Here  was  a  fast  fix,  and  the 
greater  part  of  an  hour  was  spent  in 
planning  and  prying.  At  last  the  horses, 
with  a  desperate  strain,  succeeded  in 
getting  the  coach  again  in  motion,  and  at 
length,  ascending  a  low  bluff,  we  were 
quartered  at  the  International  Hotel. 
Our  first  experiences  on  the  soil  of  Nebras¬ 
ka  were  certainly  not  the  most  agreeable,  j 
Indeed,  the  last  mile  or  two  of  travel  had  1 
been  the  most  dangerous,  as  well  as  the 
most  disagreeable  we  had  experienced 
since  we  left  the  Quaker  City.  But  some 
of  our  agreeable  experiences  in  Omaha 
fully  compensated  afterwards  for  our 
trouble  in  getting  there.  We  do  hope, 
however,  that  a  bridge  will  be  built  across 
the  Missouri  River  before  we  have  occa¬ 
sion  to  visit  Omaha  again.  In  fact,  we 
learned  while  in  Omaha  that  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  had  recently  made  a 
contract  for  the  erection  of  a  bridge  at  an 


estimated  cost  of  $2,000,000. 

Of  course,  the  first  thing  to  be  seen  in 
Omaha  was  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad, 
and  its  works.  We  stood  upon  its  iron 
track,  and  tried  to  stretch  our  imagination 
to  its  present  terminus,  away  off  some 
where  among  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
even  beyond  that  to  where  its  terminus 
will  hereafter  be,  on  the  shore  of  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  But  I  shall  not  let  my 
pen  run  after  my  imagination.  Your 
other  correspondents  have  already  dwelt 
sufficiently  upon  this  great  work.  Let  me 
just  say  that  the  Company’s  works  at 
Omaha  are  immensely  extensive,  and  give 
constant  employment  to  a  vast  multitude 
of  hands,  in  making  and  repairing  freight 
and  passenger  cars.  The  city  is  built 
upon  a  plain,  elevated  a  few  feet  above  the 
river  and  its  muddy  flats,  while  a  range  ] 
of  high  bluffs,  furnishing  commanding; 
and  beautiful  positions  for  private  resi¬ 
dences  or  public  institutions,  circles  around 
it  at  a  little  distance.  The  first  settle¬ 
ment  here  was  made  about  fifteen  years 
ago.  Four  years  ago  Omaha  had  a  popu¬ 
lation  of  three  thousand ;  to-day  it  num¬ 
bers  fully  twenty  thousand;  ten  years 
hence  it  will  most  likely  number  over 
fifty  thousand.  Large  numbers  of  excur¬ 
sionists,  immigrants,  adventurers,  and  all 
sorts  of  people  arrive  here  daily,  most  of 
them,  however,  flitting  through,  after 
i  only  a  few  days’  stopping,  to  a  still 
-  farther  West. 

Beit  although  so  new,  Omaha  is  not  a 
mean  looking  place.  Far  from  it.  Many 
of  its  public  buildings  are  large,  costly, 
and  architecturally  handsome.  Long 
ranges  of  large  and  beautiful  stores  fire 
already  occupied,  and  others  are  building.  1 
Some  of  the  private  residences  are  beau-  ! 
tiful,  elegantly  furnished,  and  thoroughly 

supplied  with  all  the  modern  improye- 
ments.  Real  estate  sells  at  high  figures. 

A  horse  railway  will  soon  be  finished* 
The  laborers  were  laying  the  pipes  for 
lighting  the  city  with  gas,  and  the  paving 
of  the.  streets  with  the  Nicholson  pave¬ 
ment  is  about  to  be  begun.  Liberality, 
enterprise,  and  intelligence  mark  the 
people. 

•  ^ere  *s  but  one  Presbyterian  church 
n  maha,  and  that  is  in  the  New-school 

une^tion.  It  contains  about  one  hundred 
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and  twenty  members;  and  the  ±tev. 
Francis  M.  Dimmick  is  its  stated  supply. 
More  than  twelve  years  have  elapsed  since 
this  church  was  organized,  yet  it  has  never 
worshipped  in  a  building  of  its  own,  but 
has  depended  on  the  Congregationalists 
for  a  house  of  worship.  It  is  now  at  last 
erecting  a  fine  brick  edifice,  which  will 
cost  over  $40,000,  and  will  be  an  orna¬ 
ment  to  the  city ;  but  this  ought  to  have 
been  built  long  ago.  It  is  a  shame  to  our 
New-school  brethren,  that  having  been 
organized  twelve  years,  they  should  not 
have  had  a  house  of  worship,  and  a 
second  church,  if  not  a  third  one,  before 
this  time.  And  it  is  a  far  greater  shame 
to  our  Old-school  body,  that  in  this  fine, 
influential,  growing  city  of  twenty  thou¬ 
sand  people,  it  has  no  church  at  all.  Even 
now  let  them  arise  and  build.  It  is  high 
time  for  them  to  awake  from  their  slum¬ 
bers.  The  Roman  Catholics  are  numerous, 
and  are  hard  at  work.  They  have  a  con¬ 
vent,  and  a  commodious  brick  church. 

Omaha  lies  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Missouri  River,  belonging 
to  the  Synod  of  Southern  Iowa.  This 
Presbytery  covers  an  extensive  region  of 
country,  lying  on  both  sides  of  the  Mis¬ 
souri  River,  and  is,  of  course,  partly  in 
Iowa  and  partly  in  Nebraska.  It  con¬ 
tains  fifteen  churches,  fourteen  ministers, 
and  six  hundred  and  fifty-nine  communi¬ 
cants.  Of  course,  most  of  its  churches 
are  small,  the  two  strongest  being  at 
Council  Bluffs  and  Nebraska  city.  With¬ 
in  its  wide  field  are  a  large  number  of 
important  points,  where  new  churches 
should  be,  were  it  possible,  at  once  or¬ 
ganized. 

Omaha  was  formerly  the  capital  of 
Nebraska,  but  has  had  to  give  place  to 
Lincoln,  a  new  and  rapidly  growing  town 
in  the  interior.  The  deserted  Capitol 
building  stands  upon  a  lofty  eminence, 
visible  far  and  wide,  to  remind  the  people 
of  Omaha  of  what  has  been.  Near  by 
it,  we  spent  a  truly  delightful  evening  at 
the  beautiful  residence  of  an  •'intelligent 
Presbyterian  gentleman,  in  company  with 
friends  from  near  home.  Just  about  sun¬ 
set  the  view  from  his  elevated  dwelling 
was  magnificent.  Before  us  lay  the  entire 
city,  spread  out  below  us  so  that  every 
street  and  house  was  visible.  Above  and 
below  stretched  for  many  miles  the  Mis¬ 


souri  River,  at  this  great  distance  shining 
with  as  bright  a  surface  as  if  its  waters 
were  perfectly  pure.  In  another  direc¬ 
tion  we  looked  upon  the  forest  and  the 
prairie,  as  yet  undisturbed  by  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  the  growing  city.  We  gazed 
upon  the  gorgeous  scene  with  admiration, 
until  the  stars  studded  the  sky  above  us, 
and  the  city  was  outlined  by  long  rows  of 
street  lamps  below  us,  all  else  hidden  in 
darkness.  It  was  a  picture  to  store  away 
in  memory’s  portfolio  as  a  life-study. 

The  next  morning  early  we  left  Omaha 
on  our  return  to  Chicago.  We  kept  clear 
of  the  perils  of  the  mud,  but  were  now 
not  a  little  alarmed  by  the  fierce  gale  of 
wind  which  threatened  to  overturn  both 
omnibus  and  ferry-boat.  A  kind  and 
all-powerful  Providence  at  last  enabled 
us  safely  to  enter  the  cars  upon  the  Iowa 
side,  and  we  rolled  away  from  Omaha, 
thinking  it  a  delightful  place  to  be  in, 
but  a  somewnat  dangerous  one  either  to 
get  in  or  out  of. 

Ever  yours,  Quisqtjis. 


SYNOD  OP  IOWA. 

This  Synod  convened  in  Cedar  Rapids 
on  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  October.  /^4) 

Cedar  Rapids  is  one  of  the  pleasant 
and  thriving  towns  on  the  North-western 
railroad.  The  Cedar  river  here  affords  a 
splendid  water  power,  which  drives  a  num¬ 
ber  of  mills  and  factories.  The  place  con¬ 
tains  some  three  or  four  thousand  inhabi¬ 
tants,  with  all  the  culture  and  refinement 
usually  found  in  places  pf  the  same  size  in 
the  older  states.  If  all  the  members  of 
Synod  were  as  comfortably  homed  (that  is 
the  word  we  believe  now-a-days)  as  your 
correspondent,  no  vote  of  thanks  could  do 
justice  to  the  kindness  and  hospitality  of 
its  families. 

The  Parson’s  Collegiate  Institute,  under 
the  care  of  our  enterprising  New  School 
brethren,  is  located  in  this  place.  Oui 
church  is  at  present  without  a  pastor. 

In  the  absence  of  the  last  Moderator, 
the  Synod  was  opened  with  a  sermon  oy 
the  Rev.  J.  Armstrong.  There  were 
twenty-eight  ministers  present,  out  of  fifty 
eight  that  should  have  been  there,  and 
twenty-four  Ruling  Elders  from  our  one 
hundred  churches.  One  cause  of  so  many 
of  our  missionary  brethren  being  absent 
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was  a  on  across  xtierr  empty  pockets,  result¬ 
ing  fro m  the  empty  treasury  of  our  Board 
of  Missions. 

Our  beloved  Secretaries,  Drs.  Schenck 
and  Speer,  were  present  as  the  representa¬ 
tives  ot  all  the  Boards,  and  added  very 
much  to  the  interest  of  Synod.  One  eve¬ 
ning  was  set  apart  for  hearing  their  state¬ 
ments  respecting  the  Boards.  Among 
the  corresponding  members,  were  also  the 
Rev.  S.  Jackson  and  J.  Frothingham,  of 
the  Synod  of  St.  Paul,  and  the  Rev.  J. 
Knox  and  W.  C.  Robison,  of  the  Synod  of 
Iowa,  (N.  Si,)  the  latter  appearing  as  the 
delegate  from  his  Synod. 

The  Lenox  Collegiate  Institute  at  Hop. 
kinton,  under  the  care  of  Synod,  was  re¬ 
ported  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition  un¬ 
der  the  management  of  Prof.  Hodge  and 
an  efficient  corps  of  instructors.  It  needs, 
however,  more  money  to  make  it  such  a 
classical  school  as  is  desirable. 

The  subject  of  a  Presbyterian  College 
under  the  joint  control  of  the  different. 
Presbyterian  families  in  the  State  came  up 
for  a  share  of  attention,  and  a  committee 
of  two  years  standing  continued  to  confer 
with  similar  committees  from  other  Synods, 
Old,  New,  and  United. 

The  German  Theological  School  at  Du¬ 
buque,  originated  several  years  since  by 
Rev.  A.  Van  Vleit,  also  received  consider¬ 
able  attention.  This  self-de*]ying,  self- 
taught  man,  a  member  of  our  Synod,  has 
sustained  this  school  almost  alone.  Though 
poor,  he  labors  without  a  salary.  His  as¬ 
sistant  teacher  and  pupils,  ho  wever,  receive 
aid  from  the  Board  of  Education.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  Theological  school  will 
be  placed  under  the  control  of  our  General 
Assembly,  and  put  on  a  basis  that  will 
greatly  increase  its  efficiency  in  training 
up  ministers  for  our  German  population,! 
now  so  numerous,  and  nearly  destitute  of 
Evangelical  ministers,  and  almost  entirely 
given  up  to  mammon,  ritualism,  rational¬ 
ism,  infidelity,  lager  beer  and  Sunday 
frolics. 

A  large  portion  of  the  sessions  of  Synod 
was  taken  up  with  the  consideration  of  the 
domestic  missionary  work.  It  was  evident 
to  all  that,  as  a  denomination,  we  are  not 
keeping  up  with  the  rapid  increase  of  pop¬ 
ulation  in  this  State,  and  that  a  commend¬ 
able  example  is  being  set  us  by  othw  evan¬ 
gelical  churches. 


Many  "ecitals  of  the  sacrifices  arm  liber¬ 
al]  tv  iV  their  Jeep  poverty  of  our  memoers 
in  missionary  jieids  to  support  the  gospel, 
anu  of  toe  rivations  of  missionaries  who 
are  leading  the  church’s  forlorn  hope ,  of 
their  simple,  heroic  faith  in  God,  and  of 
the  wonderful  deliverances  which  Hw  has 
wrought  for  them,  brought  tears  to  many 
eyes.  Little  do  our  rich  brethren  anu  1 

V 

churches,  know  in  the  East  of  the  wants 
and  sacrifices  of  their  brethren  on  the  fron¬ 
tier,  while  they  often  reproach  them  for 
not  doing  more  to  build  churches,  support 
the  ministry,  and  sustain  the  Boards. 

Resolutions  were  adopted  expressing  the 
feelings  of  Synod  produced  by  the  em¬ 
barrassed  condition  of  the  Board  of  Dom¬ 
estic  .Missions,  and  expressing  a  determi¬ 
nation  to  use  everv  effort  to  stimulate  the 
churches  to  contribute  more  to  all  the 
Boards  and  especially  to  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions.  The  first  Sabbath  of 
December  was  also  set  apart  for  special 
prayer  and  preaching  on  the  whole  sub¬ 
ject 


Resolutions  were  also  adopted  expressing 
the  judgment  of  Synod  that  one  District 
Missionary  was  not  sufficient  for  this  State 
at  this  time,  and  urging  the  Board  of 
Missions,  so  soon  as  their  funds  will  per¬ 
mit,  to  erect  a  new  District  Missionary 
field  embracing  the  North-western  Rail¬ 
road  and  the  territory  between  it  and  the 
Minnesota  line,  and  recommending  the 
Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  of  Minnesota,  as  a 
{  suitable  man  for  District  Missionary  in  the 
V  ne w  field. 

hAIV " cTmrch  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  Lord’s  Supper  on  the  Sabbath 
All  felt  it  to  be  a  delightful  and  refreshing 

O  O 

season. 

Independence  was  selected  as  the  next 
lace  of  meeting. 

J.  Armstrong,  Slated  Cleric. 


the  synod  op  southern 

IOWA 

Met  in  Fort  Des  Moines,  the  capital, 
the  State,  the  24th  inst.  Being  so  ft 
North,  and  West  there  was  by  no  mear 

“  attendance. 1  Many  of  the  brethre 

^P~tthe  Pr^ege  c 

P  -sent  at  our  synodical  meetings 


^on  account  of  the  distance  to  be  traveled 
and  the  expenses  necessarily  incurred.  In 
many  instances  there  are  no  railroads,  and 
where  there  are,  the  fare  is  so  high,  with 
but  little  or  no  reduction  to  delegates, 
that  it  is  hard  to  meet  it.  Many  of  the 
'  brethren  being  missionaries,  liviug  at  the 
nearest  point  to  starvation,  they  are  neces- 
I  sitated  to  economize  to  the  last  dollar. 

^  Neither  can  elders,  many  of  whom  are 

Kpoor,  bear  such  a  tax  on  their  means. 
And  the  churches  struggling  for  existence 

cannot  be  persuaded  that  it  is  either  their 
duty  or  interest  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
either  minister  or  elder  to  attend  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  Synod. 

Our  meeting  was  a  very  harmonious  and 
pleasant  one.  Though  we  had  controver¬ 
sy,  there  was  no  jarring.  Not  an  unpleas¬ 
ant  word  spoken  and  no  necessity  at  any 
time  to  call  an  erring  brother  to  order* 
The  acts  of  Synod  will  be  reported  by  the 
Stated  Clerk,  still  I  may  refer  to  a  couple 
ot  items. 

The  action  taken  on  a  Synodical  Col¬ 
lege  drew  forth  some  discussion.  A  com¬ 
mittee  of  six  was  appointed  to  confer  with 
a  similar  committee  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Synod  of  Iowa.  Likewise  with  the 
committee  of  the  N.  S.  Synod  already  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  an  invitation  extended  to  the 
United  Presbyterians  to  join  with  us  in 
establishing  an  institution  which  will  be  an 
honor  and  a  power  in  our  beloved  Presby¬ 
terian  Zion.  These  committees  are  ex¬ 
pected  to  meet  at  their  earliest  convenience 
and  take  such  action  as  will  bring  the  mat¬ 
ter  before  the  several  Synods  next  fall  for 
1  their  final  action.  All  that  is  wanting  to 
secure  complete  success  in  the  undertaking 
is  union.  There  was  no  subject  awakened 
so  much  feeling  in  Synod  as  the  embar¬ 
rassed  condition  of  our  missionary  boards. 

In  a  missionary  meeting  held  on  Satur¬ 
day  evening,  some  statistics  were  presented 

i  which  were  startling,  and  the  fact  fully 


and  impressively  brought  out  that  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  church  m  her  ecclesiastical 
courts  and  journals  was  carried  off  with  the 
subject  of  union,  while  the  subject  of  her 
great  and  legitimate  work,  the  extension 
of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom,  is  measurably 
overlooked.  If  our  General  Assembly  and 
Presbyteries  and  papers,  ministers  and 
members  had  been  as  deeply  interested 
about  the  condition  of  our  boards  as  they 
have  been  on  the  subject  of  union,  we 
would  not  have  had  the  sad  news  from  our 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sions  that  they  are  in  debt  $40,000,  and 
their  drafts  in  danger  of  being  protested 
in  foreign  banks  because  they  cannot  meet 
them.  Neither  would  the  Board  of  Do¬ 
mestic  Missions  send  out  the  appeal  to  the 
entire  church  in  behalf  of  their  suffering 
missionaries,  because  their  treasury  is 
empty  and  they  are  in  debt  $10,000,  and 
at  the  present  rate  of  accumulation  it  will 
reach  $25,000  by  the  first  of  November. 

Such  intelligence  should  electrify  the 
whole  church.  In  view  of  it  the  Synod 
appointed  the  fourth  Thursday  of  October 
as  a  day  of  prayer,  hoping  that  other 
Synods  will  take  the  same  action  and  ap¬ 
point  the  same  day.  Surely  our  church 
with  its  numbers,  wealth  and  self-consecra¬ 
tion  to  God,  will  not  suffer  the  bankruptcy 
of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  neither 
will  thev  permit  the  Domestic  to  violate 
the  promises  made  to  poor  missionaries 
who  are  depending  upon  their  quarterly 
remittances  to  meet  their  pressing  wants. 
But  to  do  this  prompt  and  united  action  is 
necessary.  God  forbid  that  the  missionary 
spirit  should  die  out  in  the  Presbyterian 
church.  S. 

Sept.  30,  1868. 

SYNOD  OF  IOWA— ACTION  ON 
THE  BOARDS. 

Resolved ,  1.  That  this  Synod  has  wel¬ 
comed  with  great  pleasure  the  presence  of 


published  by  request  of  Synod.  Eev.  Janies  j 

our  respected  Secretaries,  Drs.  Schenck  Knox  was  elected  Moderator,  and  Eev.  F. 1 

and  Spear,  and  listened  with  stirred  feel-  M.  Dimmick  of  Omaha,  and  Eev.  J.  G. 

irgs  to  their  forcible  appeals  on  behalf  of  Cowden  of  Clinton,  temporary  Clerks. 

♦he  Boards  of  our  beloved  church.  The  snbject  o(  Edaoation  occupied  a. 

2  That  in  view  of  tbe  magmlude  of  the  promineut  position  .  verbai  reports  were 

work  to  which  the  church  is  called  and  made  concemi  the  Iust;tution  at  Cedar 

the  overwhelming  responsibility  devolved  ^  . ,  .  .  ,  ®  , 

i  i  ®  •  r-  .1  Eapids,  which  showed  its  condition  to  be 

upon  her  by  the  rapid  expansion  of  the  *  ’  uwc 

home  field,  and  the  vast  destitutions  of  the  emmen^y  prosperous.  The  Trustees  o  y- 
heathen  world,  we  rejoice  that  our  branch  ous  Bemale  College  made  their  report  to 
of  the  church  is  so  thoroughly  organized  Synod,  and  the  Agent  appointed  by  Synod, 
with  all  needful  agencies  for  its  efficient  Eev.  H.  L.  Stanley,  also  made  his  report. 


prosecution. 


It  appears  that  $3,700  have  been  raised  in 


3.  That  we  deeply  deplore  the  present  cash  and  subscriptions  since  Nov.  16, 1867. 
embarrassed  condition  of  our  Boards  (es-  Thirty  pupils  have  attended  during  the 
pecially  that  of  domestic  missions),  caused  year  ;  the  school  has  met  its  own  expenses. 

by  the  failure  of  pecuniary  support,  and  gyno(j  adopted  the  reports  presented,  and 

cannot  but  feel  that  such  a  state  of  things  ^  ^ 

h  i,  i  i  re-appointed  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and 

should  awaken  prayerful  solicitude,  and  ,  “  .  .  ,  . ,  _  _  ,  ’ 

call  forth  immediate  and  universal  effort  ^General  Agent.  Also  Bev.  F.  A.  Cease 
throughout  our  Zion,  to  “  strengthen  the  as  PrmclPa!>  uuder  the  diction  ot  the 
things  that  remain  that  are  ready  to  die.”  Board.  The  prospects  for  the  ensuing  year 

4.  That  as  members  of  this  Synod,  we  are  highly  favorable. 

recognize  it  as  our  present  and  urgent  duty  The  Synod  appointed  a  Committee  select- 
to  use  ail  possible  exertion  to  remedy  this  ed  from  each  of  its  Presbyteries  to  carry  out 
alarming  evil,  by  seeking  to  secure  from  all  the  object  in  view,  to  wit  :  the  location  of 
the  congregations  committed  to  our  care,  the  Institution,  the  incorporation  of  the 
and  from  every  member  of  them,  according  same>  an(p  the  appointment  of  a  Financial 

to  his  several  ability,  conti ibutions  for  each  gecretary}  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  se- 
one  of  our  Boards  and  committees ;  and  we  endowment. 

hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  endeavor  to  _  n  ...  ,  . 

have  all  the  tithes  brought  into  the  store-  The  Synod  wltU  8reat  unamm,t*  recom- 
house— every  blank  in  our  statistical  col-  mended  the  organizing  of  an  Educational 


im- 


umns  filled— assured  that  if  this  were  uni- Institution,  which  should  have  for  its 
versally  done,  throughout  the  church,  the  mediate  object,  the  training  of  young  men 
treasury  of  the  Lord  would  be  replenished,  for  the  Gospel  ministry,  not  for  the  present 
and  a  blessing  poured  out  upon  us  that  partaking  of  the  character  of  a  College,  but 
there  would  not  be  room  to  receive  it.  of  a  Theological  Seminary,  having  however 
5.  That  the  first  Sabbath  of  December  connected  with  it  a  Preparatory  Department 
be  observed  in  all  the  churches  of  this  Sy-  for  Speciai  benefit  of  those  whose  course 

nod  as  a  day  of  special  piayer  an  preac  0£  must  be  partial,  not  embracing  the 

S  Chas.  Axtei.l,  Moderator.  euraculu“  of  the  Col lege,  and  hence  not 

J.  W.  Crawford,  Clerk.  coming  into  conflict  with  any  obligations  m- 

Cedar  Rapids ,  Iowa,  Oct.  3.  1868.  '  I  to  which  we  have  entered  with  existing  In- 

SYKOD  OF  IOWA.  stitutions.” 

The  Synod  also  took  important  action  on 
the  subject  of  Home  Missions,  dividing  the 
State  into  two  Districts,  Northern  and 


The  Synod  of  Iowa  held  its  sixteenth  an¬ 
nual  session  at  Dubuque,  Sept.  lOtli, ^  and 
was  opened  with  a  sermon  by  Eev.  T.  . 

Eice  of  Desmoines,  which  discussed  the  im-  bonthern,  and  appointing  a  Synodical  Mis- 


portance  of 
high  order 


an  educational  institution  of  sionary  for  each  District— Eev.  George  E. 
for  Iowa,  and  especially  for  j  Carroll  for  the  Northern  District,  to  reside 


raising  up  ministers  of  the  Gos^l  for  Iowa  m  Dubuque;  Eev.  William  Campbell,  for 
and  the  Northwest.  The  sermon  will  be  the  Southern  District,  to  reside  at  Des- 

Dioines. 


It  was  further  resolved,  that  the  Home 
Missionary  Committee  of  the  Assembly  in 
New  York  be  requested  to  consider  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  appointing  a  missionary  at  large, 
for  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 

Synod  adopted  the  following  overture  to 
the  General  Assembly  : 

The  Synod  of  Iowa,  in  session  at  Du¬ 
buque,  do  hereby  respectfully  overture  the 
General  Assembly  to  provide  for  exceptional 
cases  of  church  building,  so  that  what  is  now 
or  may  be  hereafter  collected  from  or  by  in¬ 
dividuals  or  churches,  for  churches  to  be 
built  in  new  or  needy  parts,  may  be  endors¬ 
ed  by  the  General  Assembly’s  Committee 
and  their  Secretary  of  Church  Erection,  and 
all  reported  back  to  the  Committee,  and  by 
them  to  the  Assembly,  thus  increasing  the 
amount  of  the  yearly  fund,  and  systematizing 
all  the  gifts  or  collections  for  this  object. 

The  statistical  report  gave  the  names  of 
six  new  churches  added  to  pur  roll— one  has 
been  stricken  from  the  roll,  and  one  dis¬ 
banded.  Two  members  of  the  Synod  have 
died  during  the  year,  viz  :  the  Rev.  Samuel. 
Newbury,  and  the  Rev.  Jeremiah  Woodruff. 
There  is  an  increase  of  three  ministers,  six 
churches,  375  members,  and  1365  Sunday- 
school  scholars. 

The  Committee  on  a  Theological  Seminary 
are — Presbytery  of  Omaha,  Rev.  F.  M.  Dirn- 
mick ;  Chariton,  Rev.  M.  H.  Dysart  ;  Keo  - 
kuk,  Rev.  W.  G.  Kephart,  Scott  Howell, 
Esq.  ;  Desmoines,  Rev.  T.  O.  Rice,  Hon. 
B.  F.  Allen  ;  Iowa  City,  Rev.  S.  S.  Howe,  j 
F.  L.  Arnold,  Alexander  Danskin,  Esq.  ; 
Dubuque,  Rev.  S.  G.  Spees,  D.D.,  N.  C. 
Robinson,  Edwin  Brown,  Esq.  ;  Cedar  Rap¬ 
ids,  Rev.  C.  W.  Treadwell,  A.  M.  Heizer,  J. 
F.  Ely,  M.D. 

Committee  on  Home  Missions— Northern 
District :  Rev.  James  Knox,  Stephen  Phelps, 
D.  Russell,  Hon.  George  Ordway.  Southern 
[District:  Rev.  T.  O.  Rice,  H.  H.  Kellogg, 
IW.  D.  Ballantyne,  J.  Fisher,  J.  Lee,  Esq. 

Synod  directed  that  the  meeting  of  Con¬ 
ference  of  Committees  on  location  of  the 
College,  with  Gen.  Parsons,  be  notified 
through  The  Evangelist,  and  American 
Presbyterian. 

The  Synod  passed  the  following  vote  of 
thanks  : 

Resolved,  That  the  sincere  and  heartv 


1  thanks  of  this  Synod  be  returned  to  the 
Second  Presbyterian  church  of  Dubuque, 
for  the  use  of  their  house  of  worship,  and 
to  the  congregation  and  other  citizens,  for 
their  kindness  and  hospitality,  to  the  Rail¬ 
road,  Steamboat,  and  Stage  companies  for 
reduced  fare,  and  to  the  Dubuque  Herald 
and  Times,  for  printing  reports  of  our  pro¬ 
ceedings,  for  free  supply  of  papers,  and  for 
other  favors. 

Synod  adjourned  to  meet  at  Kossuth  on 
the  second  Thursday  of  September  1869  at 
%  P.  M. 

H.  L.  Stanley,  Stated  Clerk. 

Lyons,  Iowa,  Sept.  18,  1868.' 


-l  vi.Lij.hj. 


This  Presbytery  held  its  second  stated 
meeting  at  Lime  Springs,  in  Howard 
county,  Iowa,  April  27th. 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Adams,  Moderator, 
opened  the  meeting  with  a  sermon  from 
Luke  xi  28.  Happy  harmony,  and 
cheerltii,  fraternal  ieeling  pervaded  all 


our  deliberations.  Devotional  exercises 
were  especially  interesting,  owing,  iff 
great  degree,  to  the  sweet  voices  and’ 
pious  hearts  of  members  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Craig’s  church,  who  cheered  us  by  their 
presence  and  participation  in  our  prayer 
and  praise. 

Our  next  meeting  will  be  at  West 
Union  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Novem¬ 
ber  next,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  J.  W.  Dickey,, 
just  received  at  this  meeting  from  Presb¬ 
ytery  of  Erie,  will  be  installed  pastor  of 
Bethel  church  at  West  Union,  Iowa. 

While  the  free  conversation  on  the 
state  of  religion  revealed  the  comforting 
fact  that  our  blessed  Lord  has  not  for¬ 
saken  us,  yet  we  look  with  tearful  eyes 
over  broad,  broad  fields,  already  white  to 
the  harvest,  while  labourers  are  so  few.. 
May  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  send  fortff 
labourers  into  his  harvest. 

J.  W.  C.,  Stated  Clerk 


PRESBYTERY  OF  FAIRFIELD. 

This  Presbytery  held  its  semi-annual 
sessions  at  Washington,  Iowa,  xYpril  21st 
and  22d,  in  great  harmony  an  k  manifes¬ 
tation  of  brotherly  love.  Thev  sessions 
were  opened  with  a  discourse  by  the  re¬ 
tiring  Moderator  on  Christian  Union, 
founded  on  John  xvii.  22. 

Thirteen  ministers  and  thirteen  ruling 
elders  were  in  attendance.  What  is  very 


f  unusual  m  this  healthful  region,  three 
ministers  were  absent  by  reason  of  sick¬ 
ness,  and  special  prayer  was  offered  in 
their  behalf. 

The  organization  of  one  church  (Union, 
near  Fairfield,)  was  reported,  and  com¬ 
mittees  were  appointed  to  organize  two 
others. 

Mr.  — - —  Calhoun,  labouring  in  the 
territory  occupied  by  Libertyville  and 
Batavia  churches,  was  ordained  as  an 
evangelist. 

The  Rev.  G.  P.  Bergen,  of  Birmingham, 
and  Joseph  Barker,  ruling  elder  of  Sum¬ 
mit  church,  were  appointed  commission¬ 
ers  to  the  General  Assembly. 

The  reports  exhibited  more  than  usual 
prosperity.  The  churches  seem  to  be  in 
a  very  healthful  and  promising  condition, 
with  probably  one  or  two  exceptions. 

The  pastoral  relation  between  the  Rev. 
W.  Maynard  and  the  Fairfield  church 
was,  at  his  request,  dissolved.  That  field 
and  Troy  are  needing  active,  devoted 
ministers.  Sigourney  and  Martinsburg 
are  also  expected  to  be  vacant  about  mid¬ 
summer,  and  will  make  a  good  field. 
They  are  fourteen  miles  apart. 

The  next  meeting  of  Presbytery  is  to 
be  held  in  Summit  church,  Van  Buren 
county,  to  continue  over  the  last  Sabbath 
of  August,  commencing  Thursday  eve¬ 
ning,  the  27th. 

Father  Bell,  now  past  three-score-and- 
ten,  was  in  attendance,  andean  interesting 
sketch  of  his  early  missionary  labours  in 
Iowa  was  read.  S. 


"DT>  XT' Cl  TiVrnr’-" —  -  - - 

The  Presbytery  of  Cedar 

At  a  late  meeting  at  Mechanicsville,  or¬ 
dained  as  an  evangelist,  Mr.  Rollin  L. 
Adams. 

D.  L.  Hughes,  Joseph  S.  Dickey,  anc 
Elder  J.  W.  Brown,  were  appointed  a  com 
mittee  to  install  J.  W.  Knott  as  pastor  o 
the  Mechanicsville  church.  Bro.  Hughes 
to  preach  the  sermon,  preside  and  propose 
the  constitutional  questions,  and  Bro. 
Dickey  to  deliver  the  charges. 

J.  D.  Mason,  J.  W.  Knott  and  A.  R. 
Mathes  were  appointed  to  install  J oseph  S. 
Dickey  as  pastor  of  the  church  of  Red  Oak. 
Bro.  Mason  to  preside,  and  propose  the 


constitutional  questions,  Bro.  Knott  to 
preach  the  sermon,  and  Bro.  Mathes  to 
deliver  the  charges. 

Ludwig  Figge,  a  liecentiate  of  the  Pres- 
bytery  of  Dubuque,  was  received  under 
the  care  of  this  Presbytery,  and  examined 
with  a  view  to  his  ordination  as  an  evan¬ 
gelist. 

Presbytery  ordered  an  adjourned  meet¬ 
ing  to  be  held  in  the  German  chmch  of 
Muscatine,  at  7  o’clock  p.  m.,  when,  if  the 
way  be  clear,  Bro.  Figge  is  to  be  or¬ 
dained  as  an  evangelist.  A.  R.  Mathes  to 
preside,  and  propose  the  constitutional 
questions,  and  S.  M.  Osmond*to  deliver  the 
charge. 

Brn.  Mason,  Anderson,  and  Elff  ^  Wm. 
Walker  were  appointed  #to  visit  Valnut 
Grove  and  Valley  City,  and  c^anize 
churches,  if  the  way  be  clear. 

The  committee  appointed  at  tui  last 
meeting  reported  that  they  had  or  ized 
a  church  called  the  Mt.  Union,  cc131  ding  i 
of  thirty  members  and  three  elder; 

The  pastoral  relation  existing  ^een 

i) \j 

Bro.  McBride  and  the  Le  Clair  ch  x  h,  at 

A 

the  request  of  the  parties,  was  dissolved. 

A.  R.  Mathes  was  appointed  to.  preach 
before  the  Presbytery  at  its  next  stated 
meeting,  on  Malachi  ii.  2. 

Robert  L.  Adams  was  granted  leave  to 
labor  without  the  bounds  of  this  Presby¬ 
tery,  until  the  next  stated  meeting. 

J.  Osmond  was  dismissed,  at  his  own 
request,  to  the  Presbytery  of  Des  Moines. 
The  following  supplies  were  appointed  : 
Fairfax — Bro.  Marshall,  third  Sabbath 
of  October;  Bro.  Knott,  third  Sabbath  of 
November,  to  administer  the  Lord's  Sup¬ 
per;  Bro.  Fallar,  third  Sabbath  of  De¬ 
cember  ;  Bro.  R.  L.  Adams,  third  Sabbath 
of  January;  Bro..  Spinning,  third  Sabbath 
of  February. 

Unity — Bro.  S.  M.  Osmond,  at  discre¬ 
tion. 

Blue  Grass  and  Walcott — Bro.  Mathes** 


third  Sabbatli  of  November;  Dr.  Anders  approval  of  the  proposed  basis  of  the 
son,  third  Sabbath  of  December.  joint  committee,  adopted  a  resolution,  al- 

Hermon— Bro.  Armstrong,  third  Sab-  most  unanimously,  declaring  their  decided 
bath  of  November;  Bro.  Spinning,  third  preference  for  our  Common  Standards  as 


Sabbath  of  December. 

Summit — Bro.  McBride,  third  Sabbath 
of  October;  Dr.  Anderson,  third  Sabbath 
of  November;  Bro.  Wall,  third  Sabbath 
of  December ;  Bro.  Hughes,  third  Sab¬ 
bath  of  January  ;  Bro.  Mason,  third  Sab¬ 
bath  of  February. 

The  Family  Treasure ,  published  by  Rev. 
Joseph  Chester,  Cincinnati,  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  members  of  our  churches, 
as  a  magazine  of  moral  and  religious 
knowledge,  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the 
household. 

The  following  paper  on  reunion  was 
adopted  unanimously : 

The  Presbytery  of  Cedar,  in  answer  to 
tbe  overture  sent  us  by  bur  late  General 
Assembly  on  the  subject  of  reunion  with 
the  other  branch,  respectfully  showeth — 
viz. :  The  initiation  of  this  movement  for 
union,  was  by  our  Assembly  in  A.D., 
1806,  at  St.  Louis,  and  in  this  language : 

This  Assembly  expresses  its  fraternal  af¬ 
fection  for  the  other  branch  of  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church,  and  its  earnest  desire  for 
reunion,  at  the  earliest  time,  consistent 
with  agreement  in  doctrine,  order,  polity, 
and  on  the  basis  of  our  Common  Standards, 
and  the  prevalence  of  mutual  confidence 
and  love,  which  are  necessary  to  a  happy 
union,  and  to  the  permanent  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  united  church. 

Further,  upon  the  overture  before  us 
one  year  ago,  our  action  was  as  follows: 
“  This  Presbytery  cordially  desires  reunion 
j  so  soon  as  this  can  be  done  upon  the  ba¬ 
sis  of  a  fair,  exegetical,  and  historical 
sense  of  the  Westminster  Confession,  Cate¬ 
chisms,  Form  of  Government,  and  Direc¬ 
tory  for  Worship.” 

Our  late  Assembly,  moreover,  after  the 


the  basis. 

Wherefore,  we  now  resolve  to  adhere  to 
our  former  action,  and  to  the  original 
proposition  of  our  General  Assembly,  arid, 
as  a  consequence,  answer  in  -the  negative, 
as  to  the  first,  or  doctrinal  article. 

This  we  do,  noj,  because  of  any  special 
objection  to  this  article,  candidly  and  com¬ 
prehensively  considered ;  but  because  of 
our  veneration  and  love  for  the  old  stand¬ 
ards,  unrestricted  and  unabridged. 

We  are  confirmed  in  this  view,  from 
considerations  such  as  the  following :  . 

1.  The  Confession  of  Faith,  etc.,  now 
forms,  and  always  has,  the  sole  doctrinal 
standards  of  both  the  churches  of  the 
bodies,  proposing  to  unite.  — . 

2.  We  are  persuaded  also,  that  this  will 
be  equally  acceptable  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  Church  :  as  in  their  Assembly  at 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  in  A.D.,  186V,  they 
speak  of  our  Assembly’s  original  proposi¬ 
tion  to  them  as — 11  fraternal,  not  to  say 
magnanimous ,  and  which  gave  rise  to 
pleasant  measures  for  reunion ,  and  the  hope 
increasingly  arid  fondly  cherished  in  the 
great  Presbyterian  household.  Other 
members  of  that  renowned  family, — at 
home  and  across  the  sea,  are  stirred  in  sym¬ 
pathy  at  the  goodly  prospect.  The  friends 
of  Christian  union  everywhere  claim  an  in¬ 
terest  in  the  completion  of  our  work,  so 
happily  begun,  as  another  sign  of  the  pre¬ 
dicted  day,  when  all  Christ's  people  shall 
be  one,  keeping  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in 
the  bond  of  peace .” 

3.  This  will  maintain  untrammeled  our 
revered  standards  as  a  basis  for  further 
union  among  the  divided  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  faith  and  polity  in  these 
United  States,  and 

4.  This  is  the  safe  ground  to  occupy  in 
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case  any  litigation  should  unhappily  spring 
up,  concerning  property,  or  funds  invested 
as  a  result  of  the  union.  9 

The  remaining  articles  of  the  overture 
are  approved ;  with  the  exception  of  the 
12th,  which  in  the  event  of  both  assemblies 
of  A.D.  1869,  agreeing  to  unite  on  the  basis 
!  of  our  Common  Standards,  our  consent  is 
hereby  given  to  our  own  Assembly  to  go 
|  forward,  without  further  overture  to  the 
Presbyteries. 

Alexander  S.  Marshall, 

Stated  Clerk. 

Presbytery  of  Vinton. 

The  Presbytery  of  Vinton  met  at  Blairs, 
town  on  the  29th  of  Sept. 

The  following  items  of  business  trans¬ 
acted  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  your 
readers : 

On  the  basis  of  union  sent  down  from 
the  General  Assembly  to  the  Presbyteries, 
this  Presbytery,  after  expressing  their 
preference  for  the  simple  standards  of  the 
two  bodies,  in  common,  without  the  ex¬ 
planatory  clauses,  resolved,  however,  to 
approve  the  basis. 

If  the  basis  should  not  be  approved  by 
a  sufficient  number  of  the  Presbyteries  to 
effect  the  union,  this  Presbytery  expressed 
their^will  that  the  General  Assembly  nego¬ 
tiate  a  union  on  the-  basis  of  our  stan¬ 
dards,  without  further  reference  to  the 
Presbyteries. 

%On  the  question  of  the  approval  of  the 
basis,  there  were  sixteen  yeas  and  five 
nays.  All  expressed  a  desire  for  union  on 
our  common  standards  as  the  basis. 

Mr.  M.  Allen  was  received  as  a  member 
of  this  Presbytery  from  the  Congregation¬ 
al  church. 

The  Church  of  Jefferson  presented  a 
call  for  the  pastoral  labors  of  Mr.  J.  S. 
Dunning,  of  Vinton,  which  was  retained 
until  the  Church  of  Vinton  should  act  on 
the  question  of  his  dismission  from  them. 

— _  ,  L,  Dodd.  S.  C. 


Presbytery  of  Fraxjluvillei 

Messrs.  Editors  :  The  Presbytery  of 
Frankville  met  at  West  Union,  Iowa,  on 
Wednesday  evening,  Nov.  4,  1868,  and 
and  was  opened  with  a  sermon  by  Rev. 
James  Frothingham,  Moderator,  from 
James  v.  16,  “  The  effectual,  fervent  prayer 
of  a  righteous  man  availeth  much.” 

Rev.  Joseph  Adams  was  chosen  Mode¬ 
rator,  and  Rev.  James  Frothingham,  Tem¬ 
porary  Clerk. 

On  reunion,  the  Presbytery  took  the 
following  action : 

Resolved ,  1st.  That  this  Presbytery  is 
not  entirely  satisfied  with  the  Basis  of 
Union  sent  down  to  us  by  the  last  General 
Assembly.  2d.  That  this  Presbytery  do-  \ 
sires  union  on  the  Basis  of  the  Standards, 
pure  and  simple,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  effect¬ 
ed.  ' 

From  this  action,  Rev.  A.  Craig  ex¬ 
pressed  his  dissent  in  the  form  of  a  paper,  | 
which  was  ordered  to  be  incorporated  in 
the  minutes,  questioning  “  the  utility  of 
farther  action  in  the  direction  of  organic 
union  at  present,”  and  expressing  the 
opinion  that  each  body  should  be  allowed 
to  take  the  direction  toward  fraternal 
feeling,  and  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
bonds  of  peace,  in  which  they  were  moving 
before  the  reunion  agitation. 

Rev.  A.  Craig,  our  Commissioner  to  the 
General  Assembly  reported,  and  his  fidel¬ 
ity  was  cordially  approved. 

A  memorial  from  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Rossville,  Allamakee  county  > 
Iowa,  under  the.  care  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Dubuque  (N.  S.),  requesting  to  be  received 
under  the  care  of  this  Presbytery,  was  : 
presented.  Whereupon  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  Stated 
Clerk  of  the  Presbytery  of  Dubuque  (N.^S.), 
“And  after  full  explanation  is  made,  and 
the  way  be  clear  so  to  do,  the  Stated  Clerk 
|  of  this  Presbytery  be  authorized  to  enroll 
j  the  church,  and  the  .appropriation  of  $409 


sought  for  from  the  Board  of  Church  Erec¬ 
tion  be  then  applied  for  by  the  Presbyter- 
ial  Committee.” 

At  11  o’clock,  on  Thursday,  Rev.  J.  W. 
Dickey  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Bethel 
Church  at  West  Union.  The  Moderator 
presided,  and  propounded  the  constitu¬ 
tional  questions.  Rev.  A.  Craig  delivered 
the  sermon,  and  the  charge  to  the  pastor. 
Rev,  J.  W.  Crawford  delivered  the  charge 
to  the  people.  This  is  a  very  promising 
church,  and  Bro.  Dickey  enters  [upon  his 
pastorate  under  the  happiest  auspices.  The 
sumptuous  repast,  spread  by  the  congrega¬ 
tion  at  the  house  of  the  pastor,  was  taste- 
|  ful  in  a  double  sense. 

Presbytery  adjourned  to  meet  at  Lan¬ 
sing,  the  last  Tuesday  of  April,  1S69,  at  7 
p.  m. 

J.  W.  Crawford,  Stated  Clerk.  | 

If  ~ 

Presbytery  of  Dubuque. 

We  have  just  concluded  a  most  de¬ 
lightful  and  harmonious  meeting  of  Pres¬ 
bytery  in  the  church  of  “  Scotch  Grove ,” 
Jones  county,  Iowa. 

This  is  a  thriving  country  church,  in  a  very 
beautiful  prairie.  Strangers  have  some  diffi¬ 
culty  to  see  the  “ Grove”  of  the  church, 
but  when  we  get  acquainted  with  the  older 
members  it  is  not  hard  to  find  the  Scotch, 
especially  if  we  attend  church  and  see  the 
orderly  and  attentive  congregation.  The 
neighborhood  was  first  occupied  bv  set¬ 
tlers  from  the  “Selkirk  settlement,”  in  the 
British  dominions.  Fifteen  ministers  and 
thirteen  ruling  elders  were  present,  and 
o,ll  remained  till  the  final  adjournment, 
sitting  from  Monday  evening  till  Wednes¬ 
day  night.  Rev.  James  McKean  was  mo¬ 
derator,  and  Rev.  Charles  Axtell  tempo¬ 
rary  clerk.  Mr.  John  Leiver,  a  German 
licentiate,  was  ordained,  on  the  last  even¬ 
ing  of  the  sessions,  as  an  evangelist.  It  is 
understood  that  he,  will,  for  the  present, 
supply  the  German  church  in  Galena,  Ill. 
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Two  new  churches  were  reported  organ¬ 
ized  ;  one  at  Anamosa,  the  county  seat  of 
Jones  county,  of  which  the  Hon.  John 
McKean  is  the  ruling  elder )  the  other  in 
Delaware  county,  called  “  Zion,”  now  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  Rev.  S.  M.  Kier,  In  answer 
to  a  petition,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  organize  a  church  at  Monticello. 

The  great  topic  of  interest  was  Reunion. 
Father  Harmon,  who  was  in  the  Assembly 
of  1837,  and  also  in  the  Assembly  of  1867, 
gave  us  his  experience  and  a  warm  plea  in 
behalf  of  the  basis  as  sent  down.  Others, 
both  ministers  and  ruling  elders,  spoke 
fully  and  frankly  on  the  subject.  The  vote 
stood :  to  approve  the  basis,  6  ;  not  to 
approve,  22.  The  yote  in  favor  of  union 
on  approving  the  basis  without  the  Gurley 
amendment,  stood  24  yeas,  4  nays. 

Presbytery  also  attended  with  much  in¬ 
terest  to  its  share  of  the  affairs  of  the 
German  Theological  School  at  Dubuque. 
No  more  interesting,  and  no  more  import¬ 
ant  work  is  committed  to  our  hands,  than 
the  training  of  sound,  evangelical  ministers 
for  our  Germans.  «, 

In  response  to  the  call  of  the  Assembly 
m  overture  No.  12,  the  Presbytery  agreed 
unanimously  that  some  plan  by  which  lay¬ 
men  may  be  licensed  to  teach  or  expound 
the  word  of  God  is  desirable. 

Oct.  1,  1868.  W.  P.  C. 

~  PRESBYTERY  OF  PAIR- 
FIELD 

Held  its  regular  fall  meeting  in  the  Sum¬ 
mit  church,  in  Van  Buren  county.  It  is 
strictly  a  country  church,  there  being  no 
village  nigh  to  it.  For  two  years  it  has 
been  growing  rapidly,  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  Rev.  G.  Van  Em  an.  And  the 
prospect  for  increase  is  still  encouraging. 
The  congregation  is  already  feeling  the 
need  of  a  larger  house  of  worship,  and  will 
■‘bon,  if  God  continues  to  prosner'them,  be 
under  the  necessity  of  building.  They 


""have  the  territory  almost  exclusively  to  ; 
themselves,  and  it  is  very  encouraging  that 
they  fed  the  responsibility  of  cultivating  it 
speedily  for  God. 

That  church,  together  with  Bentonsport 
and  the  region  around,  is  left  almost  ex¬ 
clusively  to  Presbyterians,  and  ripe  for  the 
harvest,  but  the  laborers  are  few.  Two  or 
three  more  men  are  much  needed  there 
and  in  Davis  county,  if  they  could  only  be 
sustained. 

Bro.  J.  C.  McElroy  was  ordained,  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  install  him  in 
Troy,  but  Bloomfield,  the  county  seat  of 
Davis  county,  left  vacant  by  the  removal  of 
Bro.  Sharon,  and  where  they  have  a  new 
meeting-house,  together  with  the  vicinity,  >  \ 
is  an  important  field  of  labor,  and  ought  to 
have  a  minister  at  once.' 

Our  meeting  was  a  very  plea¬ 
sant  one.  The  most  important  item  I 

of  business  was  the  consideration  of 

the  overture  from  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  on  union.  It  called  forth  but  little 

discussion,  as  all  seemed  to  have  their 1 

minds  made  up ;  and,  while  some  were  in 
favor  of  adoption,  the  majority  desired  that 
the  amendments  in  the  first  article  in  the 
basis  should  be  stricken  out,  after  which 
the  overture  was  adopted  very  cordially. 
All  the  members  were  in  favor,  and,  I  may 
say,  desirous  of  reunion,  but  upon  the 
common  Standards,  without  either  exposi¬ 
tion  or  qualification. 

Our  deceased  brothers,  L.  G.  Bell  and 
J.  C.  Sharon,  were  missed.  It  is  seldom 
that  a  Presbytery,  in  the  interim  of  meet¬ 
ings,  are  left-with  two  vacant  seats.  The 
reflection  was  an  impressive  one.  When 
the  minute  which  was  adopted  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  their  removal  was  read,  a  deep 
solemnity  rested  on  every  mind.  It  was 
as  the  voice  of  God  whispering  silently, 
but  forcibly  to  every  member,  “Be  ye 
also  ready.”  Other  incidents  might  be 
given,  but  you  will  doubtless  have  an  ex¬ 
tract  from  the  minutes  of  Presbytery  fur¬ 
nished  by  the  Stated  Clerk.  S. 

September  3,  1868. 
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THE  PRESBYTERY  OF  CHARITON, 

One  of  the  least  of  all  the  little  Ben-  t 
jamins  of  our  church,  held  its  last 
semi-annual  meeting  at  the  Shunem 
Church,  Davis  Co.,  Iowa,  on  the  6th, 
7th  and  8th  of  October.  It  was  the 
most  encouraging  meeting  we  have, 
had  for  the  last  four  years.  Deati  - 
removals,  and  one  exeommunicatio 
had  reduced  our  ministerial  force  t 
but  three.  Consequently,  we  we 
on  the  verge  of  extinction.  .Failu 
to  have  a  quorum  at  our  regular 
meetings,  and  a  representation  at 
Synod,  had  become  the  order  of  the 
day;  so  much  so  that  serious  thoughts 
were  entertained  of  having  our  or 
ganization  dissolved.  But  during ' 
the  current  year  we  have  had 
accession  of  two  members  to  on: 
number:  Bro.  A.  T.  Wood,  at  a  for¬ 
mer  meeting,  from  the  Presbytery  i 
of  Ottawa;  and,  at  our  last  meeting, 
Bro.  Wm.  Kendrick,  from  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Galena  and  Beividere. 

Bro.  K.  preaches  to  the  churches 
of  West  Grove  and  Unionville.  He 
makes  his  home,  however,  at  Moul-j 
ton,  a  new  and  promising  town  on1 
the  line  of  the  North  Missouri  and  : 
Cedar  Eapids  Kailroad,  about  nine 
miles,  from  the  Missouri  line.  He 
expects  to  be  able  soon  to  organize 
a  Presbyterian  Church  at  Moulton. 

Bro.  Wood  labors  with  the  Olivet 
Church,  the  field  left  destitute  by  : 
the  death  of  the  lamented  Bro.  Asa 
Martin.  Bio.  W.  has  had  very  inter¬ 
esting  accessions  to  his  church  dur¬ 
ing  the  year.  His  people  have  built 
and  furnished  a  very  commodious 
|  house  of  worship. 

At  the  late  meeting  of  our  Pres- 
.  jbytery  resolutions  were  passed,  urg- 
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jiDg  greater  attrition,  outlie  part  of; 
our  church  members,  to  the  Sabbath-  • 
school  as  an  institution  of  God’s  own  | 
establishment,  and  also  on  our  min¬ 
isters  and  elders  the  importance  of 
the  pastoral  relation. 

On  the  question  of  reunion.  Pres¬ 
bytery  approved  the  Basis  of  the 
Joint-Committee  by  a  unanimous 
vote.  M.  H.  Dysart,  S.  C. 

Bloomfield,  Iowa,  Nov.  12,  1868. 

LETTER  FRO  1^1  REV.  H.  H.  KELLOGG. 

CHURCHES  ORGANIZED  IN  IOWA. 


Mr.  Editor  : — Last  April  I  organ¬ 
ized  a  church  of  11  members  at  Col¬ 
fax,  Jasper  county,  Iowa,  a  station 
on  the  Bock  Island  and  Pacific  Bail- 
road,  22  miles  east  of  Des  Moines. 
During  the  summer  a  young  brother, 

|  C.  P.  Coit,  from  Auburn  Theological  j 
Seminary,  has  supplied  the  congre-  j 
gation  very  acceptably.  Funds  have 
been  raised  for  the  erection  of  a 
|  house  of  worship.  The  lumber  has 
arrived,  and  I  hope  before  winter 
j  tfie  bouse  will  be  erected.  Yester¬ 
day  I  administered  the  Lord’s  Sup- 
|  per  to  this  little  church,  received  4 
members,  baptized  2  children,  and 
ordained  2  elders. 

|  On  the  2d  of  August  I  organized 
I  a  Presbyterian  Church  of  25  mem-  j 
bers  at  Albion,  Marshall  county, 
l  Iowa.  My  son,  H.  H.  Kellogg,  Jr., 
from  Auburn  Theological  Semin- 
ary,  has  supplied  the  congregation 
through  the  summer.  Their  pros¬ 
pects  are  favorable  for  prosperity. 

Sabbath,  the  6th  inst,  was  a  hap¬ 
py  day  for  our  church  at  Adel,  Dal¬ 
las  county,  25  miles  west  of  Des 
Moines.  For  a  long  time  they  have 
been  dependent  on  the  hospitality 
of  their  Methodist  brethren  for  a 


place  of  worship.  During  tne  sum 
mer  past  they  have  erected  a  neat 
and  commodious  bnick  edifice,  v.ost 
ing,  with  its  furniture,  about  $5,000; 
and  on  the  Sabbath  named  it  was 
dedicated,  free  from  debt,  to  Al¬ 
mighty  God,  and  25  additional  mem¬ 
bers  were  received  to  the  (march. 
The  dedication  sermon  was  preach¬ 
ed  by  Bev.  T.  O.  Bice,  of  Des  Moines, 
and  the  dedicatory  prayer  and  the 
evening  sermon  was  by  your  corre¬ 
spondent.  Large  congregatio  ns  were 
in  attendance  at  all  the  services. 
Among  the  most  deeply  interest¬ 
ed  and  joyful  participants  m  the 
services  was  our  District  Secre¬ 
tary  for  Home  Missions,  Bev.  "Wil¬ 
liam  Campbell,  who  still  resides 
here  among  the  people  of  his  for¬ 
mer  charge,  and  to  whose  untir¬ 
ing  efforts  the  people  largely  at¬ 
tribute  their  success  in  possessing 
their  beautiful  bouse  of  worship  and. 
so  prosperous  a  congregation. 

H,  II.  Kellogg. 


■>  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Sept.  22,  1868. 

DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

Messrs.  Editors— While  your  paper  is 
published  in  the  extreme  eastern  border 
of  our  vast  country,  it  doubtless  reaches 
all  parts  of  it— has  a  greater  national 
circulation  than  any  of  its  family,  daug  i-  , 
ters  or  sisters-if  the  Presbyterian  *  not  I 
the  .  mother  of  all  the  rest.  Will  you, 
then,  allow  one,  writing  from  a 
point  in  our  wide  domain,  to  speak  to  the 
Church  through  you,  and,  if  P°ss‘b 
awaken  a  deeper  interest  in  her  most 
important  work — the  evangelizatio 
our  own  beloved  land,  from  its  very  cen¬ 
tre  to  its  circumference,  or  from  ocean  to 
ocean.  The  writer  is  penning  these  lines 
in  south-western  Iowai  on  the  dividing 
rid^e  between  the  great  rivers,  m 
little  town  of  Afton,  in  the  very  r°o 
where  the  Rev.  L.  G.  Bed,  familiar  y 
known  in  this  region  as  Father  Bell, 
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passed  from  ins  labours  to  ms  rewards  a 
few  weeks  ago.  Here  lie  had  come  to 
visit  and  encourage  one  of  the  little 
churches  he  had  organized  years  ago; 
and  after  preaching  to  the  people,  had 
proceeded  an  hundred  miles  lurther  west 
on  horseback,- to  visit  more  of  the  little 
flocks  he  had  gathered,  and  to  attend  to 
business  of  his  own — which  was  always 
subordinated  to  his  Master’s  work — and 
having  returned  and  again  preached, 
sickened  and  died,  aged  about  eighty 
years.  The  little  church  of  Afton,  one 
of  between  thirty  and  forty  which  he  had 
organized  in  Southern  Iowa,  he  regarded 
with  peculiar  affection,  and  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  anxious  to  see  it  supplied  with  the 
regular  means  of  grace.  Reader,  do  not 
regard  this  reference  to  Father  Bell  as  a 
digression,  for  we  are  sure  if  we  could 
translate  his  spirit  and  actions  with  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  prosperity  of  our  Zion  into 
words,  and  you  could  be  induced  to  ren¬ 
der  them  back  again  into  sentiments  and 
actions,  the  great  work  we  advocate 
would  not  languish.  The  rapid  scatter¬ 
ing  and  absorption  of  the  material  from 
which  we  might  build  up  would  be  ar¬ 
rested,  and  the  cause  of  God  and  truth 
advanced,  our  land  blessed,  many  sad 
hearts  encouraged,  in  beholding  the  cords 
lengthened  and  the  stakes  of  our  Zion 
strengthened.  Father  Bell  sympathized 
with  those  who,  in  our  new  settlements, 
were  anxious  to  secure  the  means  of 
grace  for  themselves  and  their  children. 
He  did  not  reproach  them  for  having  left 
the  older  settlements,  but  regarded  them 
as  entitled  to  aid,  in  extending  the  Church 
and  bearing  the  burdens  they  must  carry, 
if  they  entered  into  an  organization  in 
order  to  do  so. 

But  is  there  not  danger,  brethren,  that 
your  apathy,  your  want  of  cordial  co¬ 
operation  with  the  domestic  missionary 
and  missionary  congregations,  who  in 
their  poverty  are  obliged  to  do  more  for 
the  occasional  ministrations  of  the  word 
than  you  find  it  necessary  to  do,  to  secure 
constant  ministration  in  your  established  . 
and  comfortable  sanctuaries — we  say,  is 
there  not  danger  of  discouraging  those 
who  might  cheerfully  bear  the  burdens  of 
planting  new  churches,  if  they  enjoyed 
your  cordial  co-operation  from  entering 
upon  that  work?  And  will  not  the  ab¬ 
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sence  ot  such  encouragement  dispose 
those  who  might  come  with  us  to  lisien 
to  the  overtures  of  others,  which  are  con¬ 
stantly  presented  to  them  in  new  settle¬ 
ments,  to  cast  in  their  lot  with  them7 
A  case  in  point  occurs  to  the  writer  now, 
with  reference  to  the  little  church  in  this 
place.  It  was  visited  by  one  of  our  most 
laborious  and  useful  ministers  last  fall, 
and  the  people  here  were  quite  anxious 
to  secure  his  services;  but  when  the)  did 
their  utmost,  (and  they  are  liberal  in  " pro¬ 
portion  to  their  ability,)  and  obtaine 
that  they  could  hope  tor  from  the  B 
a  small  salary  could  not  be  raised, 
same  brother  visited  another  place, 
so  important  at  present  as  this  co 
town  and  its  surroundings.  At 
place  the  organization  was  in  conne 
with  the  other  branch  of  the  Ch 
where  he  w7as  immediately  guara  3  j  3d 
one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  by  ,  Mir - 
missionary  agent.  He  now  occupie 
point  in  another  connection.  Whi) 
church  (Afton)  has  at  length,  in  cc 
tion  with  Osceola,  the  county  sea  M 
Clark  county,  twenty-eight  miles  1st, 

also  on  the  Burlington  and  Miss^ri- 
River  Railroad,  and  a  very  promiPng 
point  prospectively,  obtained  the  services 
of  a  minister.  And  this  minister,  who 
has  long  served  the  Board,  both  ea^t  find* 
west,  before  accepting  the  earnest  invita¬ 
tions  of  these  two  little  churches,  inquired 
of  the  Board  of  their  ability  and  disposi¬ 
tion  to  encourage  him  to  enter  this  invi¬ 
ting  field.  He  was  simply  told,  when  he 
had  written  a  second  letter,  the  Board 
were  indisposed  to  anticipate  the  action 
of  the  Presbyteries.  And  now  it  is  found, 
with  reference  to  the  application  of  the 
Afton  church,  the  Board  are  able  to  do 
nothing.  This,  to  the  little  church  her; 
i  very  depressing,  and  it  cannot  be 
cheering  to  the  minister,  who  is  already 
on  the  ground,  and  has  made  arrange'-1 
ments  to  remove  his  family,  at  a  heavy 
expense,  to  the  other  part  of  the  field, 
where  the  people  are  taxing  themselves 
to  the  very  utmost  to  build  a  sanctuary, 
and  cannot  advance  on  their  subscription 
toward  their  minister.  It  has  always 
been  the  opinion  of  the  writer  that  the 
want  of  that  earnest  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  our  whole  Church,  which  is  so 
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emphatically  demanded  by  the  circum¬ 
stance  of  our  country,  is  not  the  result  of 
churlishness,  but  the  want  of  considera¬ 
tion— our  beloved  Zion  does  not  consider. 

The  particular  case  to  which  we  have 
referred  has  only  been  cited  because  it 
occurs  in  connection  with  this  place. 
There  are  similar  cases  of  the  discourag¬ 
es  effects  upon  our  missionary  brethren 
and  churches  in  other  parts  of  our  land, 
all  arising  from  the  fact  that  the  Church 
does  not  furnish  the  Board  of  Missions 
the  means  to  sustain  the  men  whom  she  ! 
has  sent  out  to  do  her  work.  Brethren, 
shah  this  state  of  things  continue?  Must" 
your  consecrated  sons  devote  their  ener¬ 
gies  and  time  to  secular  pursuits,  in  order 
to  procure  the  means  to  enable  them  to 
preach  the  gospel  and  extend  the  Chinch? 
So  far  as  they  are  known  to  the  wnter, 
they  do  not  wish  to  be  pampered— they 
are  ready,  willing,  anxious  to  endure  tire 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day  in  the  Mas¬ 
ter  s  service.  What  they  want  is  that 
you  may  secure  them  from  the  necessity 
of  turning  aside  from  their  chosen  and 
appropriate  work.  This  may  be  done  by ' ; 
your  furnishing  the  means  to  the  Board 
to  enable  them  to  supplement  the  effort 
of  missionary  congregations  to  sustain 
them  in  their  work;  or  it  may  be  done 
by  many  of  you  taking  up  your  abode  in 
the  missionary  field,  with  a  missionary 

spirit;  and  to  farmers,  the  two  counties 
to  which  reference  has  been  made,  Clarke 
and  Nunion,  Iowa,  offer  very  favourable 
openings  in  their  unoccupied  and  inviting 
territory.  The  same  is  true  of  almost  a’ll 
our  missionary  churches  in  the  West. 
All  may  co-operate,  for  the  present  press¬ 
ing  want  of  the  Church  is  not  so  much 
men  as  means.  Who  will  refuse  to  co¬ 
operate  in  so  good  a  cause? 

West  of  the  Mississippi. 

4$^^0RTH-WEST  <%RffiPONDE.\rCE. 

Jifessrs.  Editors — The  Presbytery  of 
Port  Dodge,  Iowa,  met  at  Fort  Dodge  on 
Friday,  the  1st  day  of  May,  and,  in  the 
absence  of  the  last  Moderator,  was  open¬ 
ed  by  a  sermon  from  the  Rev.  Walter 
Lowrie  Lyons. 

Two  churches,  Eldora  and  Sumner 
have  been  organized  within  the  bounds 
ol  this  Presbytery  during  the  past  year. 

O'  • 


The  Rev.  J.  M.  Phillips  was  received 
from  the  New-school  Presbytery  of  Des 
.Moines,  and  takes  the  pastoral  charge  of 
the  church  Fort  Dodge,  which  has  been 
.so  long  without  a  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Boag,  for  several 
years  pastor  of  the  Mechanicsville  and 
Red  Oak  churches,  in  the  Presbytery  of 
"Cedar,  is  about  to  take  charge  of  the 
Eldora  church.  These  additions  increase 
the  number  of  ministers  in  this  frontier 
Presbytery  to  seven.  They  occupy  a 
wide,  important,  and  destitute  mission 
I  rfield,  and  need  additional  help. 

f  IF01  The  Evangelist. 

W  EDUCATION  UJ  IOWA. 

During  the  three  years  that  I  have  resid¬ 
ed  in  this  State,  I  have  been  chairman  of  the 
“  Synodical  Committee  on  Education.”  In 
this  capacity,  by  correspondence  and  person" 
al  intercourse,  I  have  formed  an  acquaint¬ 
ance  with  the  condition  and  prospects  of 
academical  education  as  connected  with  the 
'  Presbyterian  Church,  which  I  wish  to  make 
known  to  the  members  of  our  Church  both 
in  Iowa  and  at  the  East.  Our  brethren  in 
the  older  States  have  manifested  their  inter¬ 
est  in  the  cause  of  Christian  education  in 
Iowa,  by  contributing  largely  to  institutions 
of  learning,  not  only  connected  with  other 
denominations,  but  whose  influence  is  decid¬ 
edly  hostile  to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  We 
|  have  a  right  therefore  to  expect,  when  they 
learn  that  we  have  institutions  not  only  in 
sympathy  wdth,  but  directly  responsible  to 
and  controlled  by  our  Synod  ;  and  when  they 
learn  that  these  need  their  aid,  that  they 
will  give  liberally  to  their  endowment. 

Should  this  appeal  seem  to  savor  of  secta¬ 
rianism,  let  it  be  understood  that  in  Iowa  of 
our  more  than  sixty  colleges,  universities, 
and  academies,  all  of  the  two  former  except 
the  “Agricultural  College  ”  and  “State  Uni¬ 
versity,”  and  of  the  latter  nearly  all  are  de¬ 
nominational  ;  while  at  the  same  time  it  is 
true  that  as  great  a  degree  of  Christian  liber¬ 
ality  and  union  subsists  among  these  denomi¬ 
nations  as  will  probably  be  found  elsewhere. ! 

Denominational  institutions  are  the  fash¬ 
ion  of  our  State.  And  here  we  must  admit, 
to  our  disgrace,  that  so  far  from  being  fore¬ 
most  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  as  our  . 
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I  character  and  history  elsewhere  would  lead 
one  to  expect,  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
in  all  its  branches,  if  not  the  hindmost  has 
certainly  been  behind  most  of  the  prominent 
denominations  of  Christians.  While  Congre- 
gationalists,  Baptists,  and  Methodists  have 
each  their  colleges,  all  the  Presbyterians  in 
the  State,  with  their  more  than  15,000  com¬ 
municants,  have  not  an  institution  of  this 
grade.  Lest  I  do  injustice  to  other  branch¬ 
es  of  the  Church  with  which  I  am.  less  ac¬ 
quainted,  I  will  confine  my  observations  to 
our  own  (N.  S.)  branch  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  One  year  ago  there  was  not  even 
one  first  class  academy  or  female  seminary 
under  the  care  of  our  Synod.  Since  then 
progress  has  been  made.  Last  Autumn  a 
female  seminary  was  opened  at  Council 
Bluffs,  under  the  care  and  control  of  an  es¬ 
teemed  member  of  Synod,  Rev.  George  L. 
Little,  which  although  not  denominational, 
is  worthy  of  being  named  as  one  of  those  ed¬ 
ucational  institutions  in  which  Presbyterian 
parents  may  safely  place  their  daughters.  At 
the  meeting  of  our  Synod  in  September  last 
it  accepted  the  supervision  of  “Lyon’s  Fe¬ 
male  College,”  and  placed  it  in  charge  of  an¬ 
other  member  of  our  Synod,  Rev.  J.  B. 
Morse.  This  institution,  so  beautifully  lo¬ 
cated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  Synod  on  the 
most  favorable  terms,  yet  its  future  is  by  no 
means  secured,  although  the  amount  to  be 
paid  for  it  is  not  more  than  one-third  of  the 
appraised  value  ;  yet  to  meet  this  we  need 
the  liberal  aid  of  our  brethren  at  the  East.  ! 
The  raising  of  the  requisite  funds  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  Rev.  H.  L.  Stanley,  to  whose  ap¬ 
peals  we  trust  a  generous  reponse  will  be 
’  made. 

Fifteen  years  ago  Deacon  Daniel  Coe  of 
Durham,  N.  Y.,  (who  yet  lives  to  see  the 
fruit  of  his  beneficence)  gave  $1500  to  be  in¬ 
vested  in  lands  in  Cedar  Rapids  or  vicinity, 
in  trust  for  a  seminary  of  learning  to  be 
located  there  ;  and  to  be  under  the  care  and 
control  of  the  Presbyterian  (N.  S.)  Church. 
This  donation,  bo  generous  for  the  time  and 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  made,  was 
secured  through  the  solicitation  of  Rev. 
Williston  Jones,  a  brother  dearly  beloved,  I 


who  has  gone  to  his  rest,  one  who,  while 
here  on  earth,  never  tired  of  his  Master’s 
service,  hut  whose  heart  was  ever  awake  and 
alive  to  every  opportunity  to  gain  souls  and 
advance  the  cause  of  Christ. 

An  organization  was  effected  under  the 
name  of  the  “  Cedar  Rapids  Collegiate  In¬ 
stitute,”  the  fund  wisely  invested,  and  while 
for  various  reasons  the  maturing  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  was  delayed,  yet  by  the  watchful  care 
of  our  friends  in  Cedar  Rapids,  this  sacred 
fund  has  been  protected,  and  the  property 
is  now  estimated  to  be  worth  at  least  $25,000. 
The  citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids  have,  with  a 
most  commendable  liberality,  without  re¬ 
gard  to  denomination,  raised  a  fund  of  $15,- 
000,  which,  with  a  few  additions  from  other 
places,  has  been  expended  in  erecting  a 
magnificent  four-story  brick  edifice,  which 
will  be  ready  for  use  on  the  opening  of  the 
next  term,  Sept.  9th,  1868.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  the  institution  has  been  carried  for¬ 
ward,  in  hired  apartments,  the  current  year, 
under  the  supervision,  as  Principal,  of  Rev. 
A.  B.  Goodale,  M.D.,  late  missionary  in 
Syria,  and  now  a  member  of  our  Synod. 
At  the  meeting  of  our  Synod  last  Septem¬ 
ber  this  institution  was  formally  taken  un¬ 
der  the  care  of  the  Synod,  and  a  committee 
appointed,  of  which  Rev.  S.  Granby  Spees, 
D.D.,  of  Dubuque,  is  chairman,  to  aid  and 
counsel  with  the  Trustees  in  the  conduct  of 
the  institution. 

The  principal  of  the  “Coe  fund  ”  is  sa¬ 
cred,  the  income  only  being  used  to  aid 
worthy  young  men  in  their  preparations  for 
the  Christian  ministry. 

From  these  facts  it  will  be  seen  that  here 
is  an  institution  in  actual  operation,  -in 
which,  it  may  in  addition  be  stated,  are  sev¬ 
eral  young  men  preparing  for  the  ministry  ; 
some  of  whom  are  beneficaries  of  onr  Edu¬ 


cational  Committee  of  the  General  Assembly 
— an  institution  worthy  of  the  confidence  o 
our  entire  Church  ;  and  for  which  the  peo 
pie  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  its  immediate  vi 
einity  liavadone  all  that  may  reasonably  b< 
expected  of  them  for  I'Se  present.  Thei 

My  intend  and  promise  hereafter  to  di 
much  more  tiian  mejr  nave  uone.  y0j. 

this  institution  needs  for  meeting  the^°^ 


payment  on  the  building,  and  appropriate¬ 
ly  furnishing  the  same  for  its  work,  not  less 
$5000.  The  Trustees  appeal  to  our  friends 
in  Chicago,  New  York,  and  elsewhere,  to 
send  them  this  amount  through  their  Treas¬ 
urer,  W.  W.  Walker,  Esq.,  President  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Cedar  Rapids. 

In  another  number  I  will  state  the  pur¬ 
poses  and  hopes  of  the  Trustees  in  respect 
of  the  future.  H.  H.  Kellogg. 

Marshalltown,  Iowa,  July  31st,  1868. 


Iowa  City,  Feb.,  1868. 

Mews.  Editors — A  new  church  edi¬ 
fice,  erected  for  the  use  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  congregation  of  Solon,  Big  Grove 
township,  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  was 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God  on  Sun¬ 
day,  the  9th  inst.  An  excellent  and  very 
appropriate  discourse  was  preached  by 
the  Rev.  John  Armstrong,  of  Muscatine. 
Although  the  day  was  the  coldest  of  the 
season — the  mercury  falling  as  low  as 
twenty-seven  degrees  below  zero — the 
house  was  well  filled  both  morning  and 
evening.  An  encouraging  feature  of  the 
interesting  occasion  was  the  addition  of 
five  persons  to  the  membership  of  the 
church. 

The  building  is  of  brick — dimensions 
thirty  by  forty-five  feet,  with  a  basement, 
which,  for  the  present,  remains  unfin¬ 
ished.  The  audience  room  is  comfortable 
and  pleasant,  with  arched  ceiling  and 
pulpit  of  peculiar  chasteness  and  beauty. 
The  whole  cost  is  about  $3500. 

The  Solon  church,  -with  their  minister, 
have  worked,  with  remarkable  energy, 
through  many  discouragements,  for  the 
gratifying  results  which,  by  the  blessing 
of  Providence,  they  have  at  length  reach¬ 
ed.  For  the  aid  received  from  our  noble 
Board  of  Church  Extension,  and  for  spe¬ 
cial  donations  from  generous  friends  of 
both  eastern  and  western  churches,  en¬ 
abling  them  to  worship  in  a  building  of 
their  own,  free  from  the  discouraging  bur¬ 
den  of  a  church  debt,  they  express  the 
deepest  gratitude. 

When,  four  years  ago,  the  Rev.  J.  Os¬ 
mond  arrived  from  the  East,  and  took 
charge  of-  this  field,  the  organization  ex¬ 
isted  scarcely  more  than  in  name.  He 
has  done  much  hard  work,  and  accepted 
his  full  share  of  the  self-denial  which,  by 
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the  common  consent  of  the  Churc  a 
large,  would  seem  to  be  handed  over  as 
the  peculiar  privilege  of  western  mission-  , 
aries.  A  completed  church  edifice,  fur¬ 
nishing  a  substantial  basis  for  futare  pro¬ 
gress,  stands  as  the  monument  of  his  self- 
sacrificing  zeal,  and  constitutes  a  first  in¬ 
stallment  of  that  gracious  reward  which 
the  Heavenly  Master  will  not  fail  to  give 
his  faithful  workers,  however  much  his 
imperfect  Church  on  earth  may  forget  i 
that  her  own  chosen  labourers  are  worthy 
of  their  hire. 

The  village  of  Solon  stands  in  the  midst 
of  one. of  our  most  lovely  and  fertile  Iowa 
prairies.  Its  abundant  and  convenient 
supply  of  timber,  joined  to  other  advan¬ 
tages,  makes  it  peculiarly  desirable  as  a  : 
place  for  settlement.  It  is  twelve  miles 
north  of  Iowa  City.  A  north  and  south 
railroad  will  soon  pass  through  it,  to 
quicken  its  energies  and  develope  its  re¬ 
sources.  Are  there  not  among  your  read¬ 
ers  some  Presbyterian  families  contem¬ 
plating  a  removal  to  the  West,  who,  in 
addition  to  the  temporal  inducements 
offered  by  this  locality,  might  also  be 
drawn  by  the  opportunities  it  offers  of 
working  for  higher  interests  than  those  of 
time?  Why  should  not  other  Christians 
feel  it  to  be  their  duty  and  privilege  to 
come  West,  in  order  to  help  build  up  the 
kingdom  of  our  common  Saviour,  as  well 
as  ministers  and  missionaries? 

There  are  comparatively  few  professors 
of  religion  in  and  around  Solon,  but  these 
few  are  interested  and  active,  and  the 
whole  community  is  public  spirited  to  an 
unusual  degree.  All  that  is  needed  to 
make  it  one  of  the  very  best  communities, 
is  that  the  little  leaven  of  elevating,  puri¬ 
fying  Christian  life  should  leaven  the 
whole  lump. 

This  region,  as  well  as  Johnson  county 
generally,  has  a  large  intermixture  of  the 
Bohemian  population,  which  is  rapidly 
increasing.  They  are,  for  the  most  part, 
Roman  Catholics,  with  occasionally  a 
Protestant  family  or  individual  among 
them.  Can  nothing  be  done  to  reach, 
with  the  influences  of  the  gospel,  this 
interesting  class  of  people,  destined  to  be 
influential  either  for  good  or  evil,  and 
with  precious  souls  to  be  saved  or  lost? 
A  devoted  man,  able  to  preach  in  the 
k  Bohemian  language,  or  labour  as  a  col-  J 
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porteur,  would  have  before  him  in  this 
part  of  Iowa  a  rare  missionary  work. 

But  I  must  no  longer  trespass  upon 
your  space.  My  apology  for  saying  so 
much  is  that  the  missionary  church  and 
community  thus  brought  to  the  attention, 
of  your  readers  is  but  a  sample  of  many 
others  in  this  wide  western  field,  and  an 
illustration  of  what  similar  faithful  labour 
might  also  accomplish  in  many  localities 
that  are  yet  destitute.  “The  harvest  is 
plenteous,  but  the  labourers  are  few.” 

- - - - - I 

Seeking  Aid. — The  Rev.  Robert  Boag, 
one  of  the  most  laborious,  self-denying 
and  successful  missionaries  of  our  Board  of 
Missions  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  has  gone 
East  to  endeavor  to  secure  assistance  in 
the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship,  and  a 
small  house  in  which  for  himself  and 
family  to  live.  Mr.  Boag  has  already 
built  up  two  good  churches,  which  are 
now  supplied  with  pastors,  and  has  under¬ 
taken  a  third,  at  a  very  promising  point, 
and  which  is  the  only  church  of  our  con¬ 
nection  in  five  adjoining  counties.  Mr. 
Boag  must  have  assistance,  or  be  com¬ 
pelled  to  abandon  a  very  promising  field. 
Dr.  W.  E.  Schenck,  in  his  correspondence 
in  the  Presbyterian ,  quotes  from  a  letter 
from  this  brother  the  following  statement: 

“  Our  little  church  continues  to  in-  L 
crease.  It  is  in  its  infancy^  cradled,  sure 
enough,  in  a  manger.  A  few  families  have 
subscribed  $2,000,  and  a  little  over,  and 
by  the  blessing  of  God,  we  will  soon  have 
a  house  of  worship  and  a  flourishing 
church.  But  what  am  I  and  my  family  to 
do  for  a  support?  Unable  to  find  any 
place  to  rent,  we  undertook  the  erection  of  . 
a  little  house,  the  people  advancing  most 
of  the  money  needed,  to  inclose  the  build¬ 
ing,  but  I  borrowing  a  part.  We  are  liv¬ 
ing  in  this  house — still  open  and  unplas-  j 
tered — and  are  even  now  suffering  from 
cold,  and  wliat  it  will  be  in  Ihe  depth 
of  winter ,  God  knoweth.  The  people  have 
come  to  me,  with  tears — as  did  also  one 
aged  and  veteran  elder  whom  you  saw 
with  ine  at  Synod — ‘  We  must  let  you  go, 
unless  we  can  get  help  from  abroad.’ 
But  all  this  only  serves  to  bind  me  the 
more  closely  to  them.” 


We  hope  Mr.  Boag’s  applications  for  as¬ 
sistance  may  meet  with  a  liberal  response, 
and  that  he  may  return  to  his  field  of  la¬ 
bor  greatly  encouraged  by  the  benfactions 
of  the  Christian  people  whom  he  may  be 
(dfie  to  visit. 

^  r—  —  — rr -  ; 

AN  ORDERLY  CLJRCH.  0 

Within  the  bounds  of  one  of  the  young¬ 
est  of  our  Presbyteries,  and  that  a  North¬ 
western  one,  is  a  German  church,  which 
has  been  in  existence  several  years.  _  For 
the  last  five  or  six  years  it  has  enjoyed 
the  ministrations  of  a  German  minister, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Presbytery.  At 
a  recent  meeting  of  that  body,  when  ses¬ 
sional  records  were  called  for,  the  elder 
of  this  German  church  reported  “None 
present.”  A  short  and  pointed  catechism 
revealed  the  singular  fact  that  there  were 
none  any  where — the  church  never  had 
any.  The  catechism  proceeded : 

“But  how  do  you  get  along?  How 
receive  members?”  *?  fr'&S!  t‘ **- 

“  0,  the  preacher,  after  church,  asks  us 
to  take  the  members  in,  and  we  receive 
them.” 

“But  have  you  no  session  meetings, 
opened  and  closed  with  prayer?” 

“No;,  no  such  meetings.” 

“But  American  churches  are  compel¬ 
led,  sometimes,  to  administer  discipline. 
Don’t  you  do  this?  Do  all  your  members 
walk  consistently?” 

“Yes,  they  all  walk  orderly.  There 
are  no  gross  offences." 

“But  do  they  all  keep  the  Sabbath:?' 
Do  they  never  drink  too  much  of  intoxi¬ 
cating  drinks?” 

“0,  sometimes,  if  a  man’s  friend  come 
on  Sunday,  maybe  he  go  to  saloon  with, 
him  on  Sunday,  and  get  some  beer..  But; 

no  gross  offences .” 

Somewhere  here  the  catechism  ended! 
What  was  done  farther,  I  cannot  tell.. 

Let  no  one  say  that  I  represent  this  as 
a  specimen  of  our  German  churches,  I 
know  it  is  not.  I  know  that  a  large- ma¬ 
jority  of  our  German  ministers  are  pious, 
faithful,  and  devoted  ministers  of  Christ, 
and  that  a  large  majority  of  our  German 
churches  are  as  orderly  as  other  churches. 
But  I  do  believe  that  we  have-  inaugura¬ 
ted  a  system  which:  is,  in  many  respects, 
radically  and  seriously  defective.  How  | 
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can  a  Prestytery  when  proiabiy  aot  one 
of  its  members  understands  and'  can  read 
tile  Orerman  language,  properly  and  effi¬ 
ciently  oversee-  German  cWches  whose 
ministers  and  members  cannot  speak  in¬ 
telligible.  English,  and  where  all  the  ser- 
vices  are  conducted  in  a  foreign  tongue? 
Ui  wffiat  use  would  sessional  records  have 
been  in  this  case,  if  the  minister  of  the 
church,  was  the  only  member  of  Presby¬ 
tery  able  to  read  them?  Would  not  a 
poi’.cy  taat  seeks  to  make  our  (marches 
homogeneous,  be  better  than  that  which 
raises  up  in  our  midst  a  foreign  body,  of 
which  we  can  know  little  or  nothing? 
Would  it  not  be  better  for  0ur  English- 
speaking  ministers  to  le^aru  German!  and 
qualify  themselves.  for  preaching  in  that 
language,  as^  occasion,  demanded*  than  to 
'educate  a  class  of  ministers,  not  one  in 


Nebraska  City,  Noy.  1,  18G8. 

Messrs.  Editors — Permit  an  humble  la¬ 
bourer  in  the  far  West  to  emphasize,  if 
possible,  the  appeal  lately  issued  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions.  This  Presbytery  (Missouri  River) 
is  peculiarly  a  missionary  field.  Only 
'two  churches  are  self-sustaining.  The 
Presbytery  embraces  a  large  territory — 
W estern  Iowa  for  an  hundred  miles  east  of 
the  Missouri  river,  and  the  whole  State 
of  Nebraska.  This  vast  field  is  rapidly 
filling  up  with  an  active,  energetic  people, 
and  demands  the  immediate  attention  of 
Christian  labourers.  We  should  go  for¬ 
ward,  but  on  account  of  the  embarrass¬ 
ment  of  the  Board  we  must  go  backward. 

In  Iowa,  the  church  in  Sidney,  the  ' 
county  seat  of  Fremont  county,  is  left 
vacant.  We  cannot  procure  another 
missionary,  for  the  church  is  feeble,  and 

cannot  give  a  sufficient  support;  and  the 
Board  yet  owes  the  last  labourer  a  quar¬ 
ter’s  salary.  A  small,  but  important 
church  is  thus  left  to  be  scattered,  and  a 
whole  county,  in  which  are  other  points 
that  should  be  immediately  occupied, 
must  he  abandoned  Tor  the  present.  The 
church  at  Clarinda,  in  Page  county,  is 
left  vacant  by  the  removal  of  the  pastor, 
and  thus  another  very  important  church 
an^  county  must  be  given  up. 


in  (jrienwood,  Mills  county,  there  wa3 
a  minister  of  our  Church  doing  a  good 
work;  hut  he  did  not  receive  enough  to 
eat  and  to  wear.  He  suffered  nobly  for 
a  time;  but  the  church  and  county  are 
now  left  with  none  to  watch  over  and 
care  for  them. 

The  Presbyterians  of  Lewis,  Cass  county, 
sent  request  after  request  to  Presbytery 
for  a  church  organization.  At  last  they 
sent  a  delegate  one  hundred  miles  on 
horseback,  and  the  request  could  not  be 
denied.  They  now  implore  that  a  minis¬ 
ter  be  sent  to  them,  and  they  promise 
liberally;  but  we  are  not  able  even  to 
add  any  thing,  for  the  Board  is  already 
in  debt. 

A  minister  has  been  labouring  for  a 
few  months  in  Carroll  county  at  his  own 
charges.  He  lias  gathered  a  good  con¬ 
gregation,  and  a  church  has  been  organ¬ 
ized.  He  is  the  only  minister  of  any  de¬ 
nomination  in  the  county,  and  there  is  no 
other  chuica  o.gardzation.  The  field  is 
full  of  promise;  but  no  one  can  labour 
long  at  his  ov.  n  expense.  That  field, 
where  the  good  work  has  been  so  success¬ 
fully  begun,  must  be  left  unoccupied. 
There  are  also  many  new  fields  of  pro¬ 
mise  that  should  be  occupied,  at  once, 
and  these  are  all  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Missouri  river,  in  Iowa. 

When  we  look  to  the  West,  we  see  the 
whole  broad  and  fertile  State  of  Nebraska, 
all  within  the  bounds  of  this  Presbytery, 
and  all  to  be  occupied.  The  new  capital, 
Lincoln,  has  come  into  importance  within 
a  year.  The  Presbyterians  there  are  anx¬ 
ious  for  a  church,  but  they  cannot  at 
once  afford  a  minister  a,  competent  sup¬ 
port.  The  capital  will  be  a  centre  of  in¬ 
fluence.  We  should  immediately  enter 
the  field,  and  place  a  watchman  upon 
that  tower;  but  we  can  do  nothing.  The 
Board  refuses  to  occupy  new  fields. 

The  people  of  Seward  county  have 
been  clamorous  for  an  organization,  and 
Presbytery  granted  their  request;  but 
who  shall  break  unto  them  the  bread  of 
life? 

I  have  been  specific  enough,  and  yet 
the  half  has  not  been  told.  Towns  are 
springing^up  on  the  great  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  which  demand  our  attention:. 
It  makes  the  heart  sick  to  review  the 
vast  fields  white  for  the  harvest,  and  to 


f  think  that  we  cannot  even  feed  and  clothe 
the  reapers.  The  Christian  people  here 
do  nobly;  they  -give  liberally;  bat  they 
are  not  able  to  bear  the  whole  burden. 

There  are  no  rival  Presbyterian  churches 
in  this  vast  region,  to  my  knowledge. 
There  are  no  energies  wasted  by  conflict. 
Ke-uhion  will  not  accomplish  the  work  to 
b.e  done  here,  except  as  it  stirs  the  Church 
to  more  energetic  effort.  While  re-union 
is  occupying  so  much  attention  in  the 
whole  camp  of  Israel,  these  Western 
picket-guards  feel  that  they  are  almost 
forgotten,  and  are  left  to  bear  the  blunt 
of  the  battle  alone.  Those  who  are  bear¬ 
ing  our  standards  directly  against  the 
enemy,  deserve  and  claim  a  share  of  at¬ 
tention  and  support.  It  is  too  much  to 
ask  earnest,  faithful  men  to  preach  the 
gospel,  and  employ  all  their  energies  in 
the  extension  of  the  Redeemer’s  kingdom, 
and  yet  not  even  be  supplied  with  the 
necessary  food  and  clothing.  If  thev  are 
compelled  by  want,  they  must  engage  in 
some  worldly  employment,  and  then  who 
will  be  accountable  to  Almighty  God  for 
this  secularized  ministry? 

I  do  not  write  thus  warmly  and  ear¬ 
nestly  because  I  am  personally  suffering. 
My  church  is  no  longer  dependent,  and 
now  affords  a  comfortable  support;  but 
no  one  alive  to  the  interests  of  Christ’s 
church,  can  look  over  this  vast  missionary 
held  without  being  greatly  moved. 

Your  servant  in  Christ, 

J.  C.  Elliott. 

^PERSONAL.  /w 

The  Rev.  J.  W.  Crawford,  of  Frank- 
ville,  Iowa,  is  slowly  recovering  from 
an  attack  of  typhoid  fever,  which  has 
rendered  him  unable  to  preach  for  nearly 
three  months.  His  family  has  been 
StMly  afflicted.  First  his  wife  was  for 
a  long  time  dangerously  ill.  Immedi¬ 
ately  upon  her  unexpected  recovery  his 
brother-in-law,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Yannuys, 
sickened  and  died  of  typhoid  fever,  while 
on  a  visit  to  Mr.  Crawford’s  family; 
and  then  immediately  followed  his  own 
long  and  severe  illness.  He  deserves, 
and  receives  the  warm  sympathies  of 
bis  many  friends. 

„  Kn  efficient  and  useful  colporteur  in 
.^Northern  Iowa  writes  as  follows: — “A 


few  days  since  I  called  upon  a  Catholic 
hamily,  and  the  day  being  stormy,  found 
them  all  in  the  house.  I  entered  into 
conversation  with  them  rather  cautiously, 
not  knowing  any  thing  about  them  ex¬ 
cept  that  they  were  Catholics.  I  spoke 
to  the  parents  of  their  interesting  family,,  i 
and  of  the  responsibility  resting  upon 
them,  so  to  train  them  that  they  should 
be  useful  men  and  women.  Finding  them 
willing  to  talk,  or  rather  to  allow . me  to 
do  so,  I  preached  unto  them  ‘  Christ  and 
Him  crucified.’ 

“After  spending  some  time  in  such  con¬ 
versation,  I  told  them  that  my  business 
was  not  only  to  sell  books,  but  to  talk 
and  pray  with  the  families  on  which  I 

i 

called,  and  if  they  had  no  objection,  we 
would  now  unite  in  prayer.  And  so  we 
all  knelt  and  prayed  that  God  would 
open  each  of  our  hearts  to  receive  the 
truth,  and  that  we  might  be  enabled  to 
put  all  our  trust  in  Jesus,  who  alone 
could  save  us.  I  sold  them  two  small 
books,  gave  them  several  tracts  suitable 
for  them,  got  a  hearty  Irish  ‘  God  bless 
you/  and  went  on  my  way  rejoicing.” 

SCRAPS. 

The  work  at  Spring  Valley,  Iowa,  a 
church  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the 
Rev.  A.  H.  Lackey,  still  continues  to  be 
a  most  blessed  one.  During  the  ecclesi¬ 
astical  year  which  has  just  closed,  twenty 
persons  have  united  with  the  church  on 
profession  of  their  faith.  These  are  all 
reported  as  cases  of  bright,  decided  con¬ 
versions,  and  all  bid  fair  to  be  valuable 
additions  to  the  church.  It  is  an  inter¬ 
esting  fact  that  one  of  these  converts,  a 
little  girl  twelve  years  old,  was  brought 
into  the  fold  of  the  Good  Shepherd  by 
reading  Twyman  Hogue — one  of  the  ex¬ 
cellent  Sabbath-school  issues  of  our  Board 
of  Publication.  I 

The  church  at  Lansing,  Iowa,  the 
charge  of  the  Rev.  James  Frothingham, 
continues  in  a  very  prosperous  condi¬ 
tion.  Ten  have  been  added  to  its  mem¬ 
bership  since  March  1st,  and  twenty-four 
during  the  last  fifteen  months.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  scholars  in  the  Sabbath-school  is  also 
constantly  increasing.  "When  a  church 
secures  a  neat  and  comfortable  house  of 
worship,  and  a  working,  faithful  pastor, 
its  darkest  hour  has  generally  passed 


I  away. 

Your  readers  will  now  have  a  respite 
from  these  letters — doubtless  a  very  wel¬ 
come  one — till  you  have  finished  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  proceedings  of  the  ensuing 
General  Assembly.  Calvin. 


TWO  PIONEER  MINISTERS. 

Died,  Dec.  14,  1868,  at  Winterset,  Iowa, 
Rev.  John  Campbell  Ewing,  aged  sixty-lire 
years. 

Jan.  4,  1869,  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  Rev.  * 
Thompson  Bird,  aged  sixty -five  years, 
wanting  three  days. 

The  names  of  these  pioneer  min¬ 
isters  have  long  stood  on  the  min¬ 
utes  of  the  General  Assembly  at  the  . 
head  of  the  list  of  the  members  of 
Des  Moine3  Presbytery.  “  Lovely 
and  pleasant  were  they  in  their 
lives,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were 
not  divided.” 

There  were  many  points  of  re¬ 
semblance  in  the  history  of  these 
servants  of  Christ.  There  was  less 
than  fhree  months’  difference  in 
their  age.  Both  were  born  in  the 
Southern  States — Bro.  Ewing  in 
Tennessee,  and  Bro.  Bird  in  North 
Carolina.  Both  were  converted  in 
early  life,  and  early  devoted  them¬ 
selves  to  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
Both  were  married  the  same  year, 
1838,  and  the  wives  of  each  survive 
them.  Both  engaged  for  a  time  in 
teaching  and  in  preaching  in  the 
South,  but  after  a  few  years  made 
their  way  from  the  land  of  slavery 
to  the  free  West,  where  they  have 
spent  their  lives  in  earnest,  judicious 
and  successful  labors  for  Christ’s 
cause  in  connection  with  the  Pres¬ 
byterian  Church.  Bro.  Ewing  came 
to  Iowa  in  1845;  Bro.  Bird  arrived 
here  in  1847. 

In  1854  Mr.  Ewing  organized  the 
Church  in  Winterset;  in  Jan.,  1848, 


Mr.  Bird  organized  the  Central 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Des  Moines, 
to  which  they  continued  to  minister 
respectively  until  the  last  few  years, 
when,  in  consequence  of  bodily  in¬ 
firmities,  each  relinquished  the  care 
of  their  churches,  yet  still  continued 
to  dwell  in  the  midst  of  the  people 
whom  they  had  so  long  served,  and 
by  whom  they  were  so  much  belov¬ 
ed,  until  their  .blessed  Savior  now 
called  them  higher  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ments  and  honors  of  the  Church  tri¬ 
umphant. 

I  may  also  state,  that  while  it  is 
believed  that  neither  of  them  laid 
up  anything  of  property  from  their 
incomes  as  ministers  of  Christ,  yet 
through  the  kind  care' of  our  Heav¬ 
enly  Father  in  providing  for  his 
servants,  both  of  them  have  left 
their  families  in  affluent  circum¬ 
stances.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  have  they  been  sharers  of  each 
other’s  faith  and  hope,  joys  and  sor- 
!  rows — together  they  have  wept  over 
'Zion’s  desolations;  together  have 
they  rejoiced  in  her  prosperity. 
But  they  are  at  rest;  no  more  shall 
we  hear  their  voices,  no  more  shall 
we  look  upon  their  familiar  forms. 
There  is  a  large  void  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Presbyterian  ministry  of  Cen¬ 
tral  Iowa. 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  fu- . 


ing  and  impressive  were  the  solem¬ 
nities,  -The  attendance  was  very 
large.  All  classes  seemed  anxious 
to  testify  their  respect  for  the  good 
man,  their  reverence  for  the  depart¬ 
ed  mirjister  of  Christ. 

For  more  than  twenty  years  has 
(Rev.  Thompson  Bird  been  a  power, 
not  only  in  this  city,  but  through 
all  Central  Iowa.  His  labors  abroad 


were  abundant.  On  foot  he  trav- 
ersed  these  prairies  and  swam  the  j 
rivers,  before  roads  or  bridges  were 
known,  to  meet  his  appointments  as 
a  Christian  missionary,  or  to  attend 
meetings  of  his  Presbytery  and  Syn¬ 
od,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Dubuque  or 
Keokuk.  Prom  these  meetings  he 
was  rarely,  if  ever,  absent.  May  the 
mantle  of  these  servants  of  God  rest 
on  their  survivors.  And  will  the 
Church  of  God  “pray  the  Lord  of 
the  harvest  to  send  forth  laborers 
into  the  harvest;  for  the  harvest  is 
great  and  the  laborers  are  few.” 

„  H.-H.  K. 

Des  Moines,  Jan.  6,  1869.  _ 

For  tite  North-Western  Presbyterian. 

OI? ANWA  CHUECH,  IOWA. 

I  have  just  returned  from  this  little 
church,  where  I  spent  a  conple  of  days  as¬ 
sisting  Bro.  Pentzer;  and  I  thought  a  brief 
history  of  it  and  the  meeting  might  be 
interesting  to  some  of  your  readers. 

The  church  was  organized  in  1850  with 
eleven  members,  and  called  High  Prairie, 
alter  the  name  of  the  schoolhouse  in  which 
they  worshipped.  Lev.  John  Hudsor 
preached  to  them  for  two  years.  Aftei 
him  Rev.  J.  G.  Wilson  moved  into  the 
neighborhood  and  continued  to  preach  tc 
them  for  some  fifteen  years,  as  his  health 
and  circumstances  would  admit. 

They  had  many  trials  and  many  dis¬ 
couragements.  They  had  to  leave  High 
Prairie  schoolhouse  because  another  de¬ 
nomination  took  their  house  and  thus 
crowded  them  out. 

They  then  occupied  the  Hendrick 
schoolhouse,  which  they  had  to  leave  for 
the  same  reason.  Bro.  W^son  then 
preached  in  a  small  shanty  nigh  to  where 
the  village  is  built.  His  health  was  not 
good,  and  he  became  so  much  discouraged 
that  he  almost  entirely  left  off  preaching] 
f  he  church  had  increased  but  little,  were 


without  a  house  of  worship,  and  are  at  the 
present  occupying  the  Methodist  house 
which  they  helped  to  build.  Bro.  Pent¬ 
zer  was  called  to  supply  them  last  spring, 
and  they  are  now  more  deeply  interested 
on  the  subject  of  religion  than  ever  before. 
The  revival  commenced  with  one  of  the 
members  who  was  present  at  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  He  had  thought  and  prayed  over 
their  condition  till  he  became’  burdened. 
One  day  he  went  to  his  timber,  taking  his 
dinner  with  him,  but  instead  of  chopping, 
there,  in  that  solitary  place,  and  alone, 
Jacob-like,  he  wrestled  with  God  for  the 
deliverance  of  their  little  church.  Instead 
of  remaining  there  all  day  as  he  had  in¬ 
tended,  to  the  astonishment  of  his  wife,  he 
returned  at  noon.  When  he  told  her  of 
his  anxiety  and  distress,,  she  was  ar«used 
with  him.  Immediately  they  visited  other 
members,  who,  as  they  talked  and  wept 
together,  were  also  awakened.  One  of  the 
elders  took  the  cars  and  visited  Bto.  P., 
who  at  the  time  was  not  employed,  and 
engaged  him  at  once  to  come  and  preach 
to  them  one-half  of  the  time  ;  and  though 
he  lives  some  thirty  miles  distant,  he  has. 
supplied  them  regularly  and  with  increased 
encouragement.  At  present  a  few  have 
united,  and  others  are  anxiously  inquiring 
the  way  of  life.  There,  in  that  timber — 
in  that  secluded  place,  was  the  beginning 
of  better  days  in  the  little  church  of  Onon- 
wa.  It  is  worthy  of  note  what  one  mem¬ 
ber  can  accomplish.  Oh,  for  more  wrest¬ 
ling  Jacobs  to  preyail  with  God,  and  then 
forth  to  arouse  from  spiritual  slumber  the 

multitudes  of  professors  who  are  every-  * 

where  at  ease  in  Zion.  S - — 

Dec.  1st ,  1868.. 

XU  V  V  aZjk 

Dubuque,  Dec.  11,  1868. 

Messrs.  Editors — Since  your  corres¬ 
pondent,  “  Hawkeye,”  has  followed  the 
star  of  destiny  East,  and  your  humble 
servant  the  star  of  empire  West,  and  there 


is  no  manner  of  “bird’s-eye”  whatsoever, 
hawk,  eagle,  or  owl,  looking  on  from  this 
perch,  it  might  be  well  for  some  kind  of 
an  “eye”  to  be  on  the  lookout,  even  if  it 
should  be  a  “  Buckeye.”  Dubuque  is  an 
interesting  and  enterprising  young  city, 
the  first  in  the  State,  and  as  a  point  of 
observation,  has  lost  lost  none  of  its  im¬ 
portance.  Just  now  the  n’ew  brjdge  is 
the  object  of  special  attraction.  Another 
iron  highway  has  been  thrown  across  the 
Mississippi  at  this  point,  and  is  about 
completed.  A  day  has-  been  fixed,  next 
week,  for  the  citizens  to  gather  at  the 
river,  to  witness  the  first  trip  of  the  iron 
horse  over  the  magnificent  structure.  It 
was  made  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  and  is  en¬ 
tirely  of  wrought  iron,  .and  of  that  pecu- 
.  liar  mechanical  construction  which  com¬ 
bines  neatness,  strength,  and  durability. 
Its  strength  is  estimated  to  be  such,  as 
will  sustain  a  train  of  locomotives  reaching 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  without  strain¬ 
ing  the  fibre  of  the  iron.  The  length  of 
the  bridge  proper  is  nearly  two  thousand 
feet,  and  it  is  approached,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  by  a  tunnel,  cut  through 
the  rocky  bluff.  This  is  an  end  to  all 
annoyances  incident  to  crossing  the  river 
at  Dubuque.  Henceforth  the  Mississippi 
may  block  its  channel  with  ice,  or  sweep 
by  in  swollen  rage ;  silver  palace  sleeping 
cars  will  roll  on  from  the  East  to  the  far 
West,  as  if  there  were  no  “Father  of 
Waters”  in  the  way.  It  is  this  bridging 
I  of  streams,  and  crossing  of  mountains  and 
vast  prairies,  with  the  iron  rail,  that  anni¬ 
hilates  the  distance  between  the  East  and 
the  West,  so  that  it  is,  in  a  sense,  near , 
as  well  as  far  Wes t.  And  you  may  sing 
the  song  of  the  “  Beautiful  Star”  as  well 
to  the  “Star  of  Empire,”  “Thou  art  so 
near,  and  yet  so  far.” 

But  there  is  another  stream  in  the 
West  that  needs  bridging  worse  than  the 
Mississippi ;  that  is  the  stream  of  German 
Rationalism  and  Infidelity.  The  Germans 
are  numerous  in  all  these  fertile  agricul¬ 
tural  States  of  the  West  and  North-west. 
They  are  thrifty  and  industrious  as  a  class, 
and  many  of  them  intelligent,  but  they 
come  here  with  European  views  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  morality,  and>  consequently  do 
not  even  respect  the  institutions  of  evan¬ 
gelical  Christianity.  Little  or  nothing 
can  be  done  with  the  older  people  among 


them  but  by  taking  hold  of  the  instruc¬ 
tion  of  young  men  among  them,  and  rais¬ 
ing  up  a  class  of  theologians  to  go  forth 
and  preach  the  gospel,  a  great  work  may 
be  accomplished.  There  is  no  other  way 
of  successfully  bridging  this  stream  of 
Rationalistic  infidelity  andirreligion.  And 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  very  pillars 
for  such  a  bridge  are*  already  laid  in  this 
city.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Yanvliet,  of  whom 
your  readers  have  heard,  has  not  only 
succeeded  in  building  up  an  Old  school 
Presbyterian,  churchof  Germans,  number¬ 
ing.  one  hundred  and  eighty  members, 
but  has  established  a  theological  school, 
in  which  are  now  about  thirty  young  men 
in  course  of  preparation,  for  the  minis¬ 
try.  This  school  has  been  in  operation 
for  some  years,  and  has  already  sent 
forth  several  ministers.  But  this  is  only 
the  beginning  of  a  work  [that  should  go 
on  vigorously.  Mr.  Yanvliet  has  given 
his  time  and  labor  gratuitously  to  this 
work,  and  is  greatly  hampered  for  want  of 
room,  and  proper  accommodations  for  his 
school.  The  Presbyterian  Church  should 
not  allow  such  a  door  of  access. to  the 
Germans  to  stand  open  without  entering 
it  at  once.  The  school  ought  to  be  put 
on  a  respectable  basis,  and  Mr.  Yanvliet 
assisted  by  a  competent*  number  of  in¬ 
structors.  The  Genera!  Assembly  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee,  of.  whom  Dr.  S.  t 
Wilson  was  chairman,  to  visit  this  school, 
and  examine  into  its  merits  and  its,  wants, 
and  report  at  the  next  meeting.  A  part 
of  this  committee  has  just  visited  the 
place,  and  was  very  much  gratified  with 
the  condition  anrtl  management  of  the 
school.  It  is  to  he  hoped  the  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  committee  will  also  visit  the 
school  before  tLe  ne;rt  meeting  of  the  As¬ 
sembly,  that  ^ome  action  may  be  recom¬ 
mended.  What  is  needed  to  put  the 
school  on  a  respectable  basis,  and  make  it 
worthy  of  called  a  Presbyterian 

institution^  is  a  better  building.  And 
here  is  the  old  “Alexander  College” 
property — a  Presbyterian  failure  of  the 
pasfcw  just  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city. 
W/oy  not  redeem  this,  and  rub  out  the 
fffsgrace,  by  making  it  a  German  Theolo¬ 
gical  Beminary  ?  Ther£  are  iffne  acres  of 
ground,  and  a  splendid  Brick  house;  aAk 
mirabiy  adapted  to  the  purpose  itself 
and  the  old  stone  college  ^building,  ninety 
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by  sixty  feet.  All  this  ca*r  be  redeemed 
to  the  church  for  the  sums?  of  $20,000. 
Why  not'  do  it?  No  such  property  can 
be  got  any  where  for  that  sustxP  of  money. 
The  brick  building  is  of  itself  .amply  suffi¬ 
cient  to  accommodate  the  scltjol  for  the 
present,  and'  for  some  time,  sc dffiatf  there 
need  be  no :  outlay  of  funds.  If  these 
quarters  become  too  narrow,  th.r*old  Col¬ 
lege  building  can  be  fitted  up,  cr'tHe  ma- 
terials  used  for  enlarging  the  othog  -  build¬ 
ing.  The  present  property  of  tffid-inst'M 
tution  is  worth  -  near  two  thousand  ‘dot*- 1 
lars,  so  that  eighteen  thousand  would  be-  * 
all  that  is  necessary  to  secure  this  prop¬ 
erty.  Are  there  not  men  of  wealth 
enough  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 'the 
United  States,  that  see  the  importance  offi 
doing  something  to  reach  the  Germans 
population  of  this  country  with  the  gos-: 
pel,  to  put  their  means  together,  and 
present  this  property  to  the  next  General 
Assembly  for  a  German  Theological  Sem^ 
inary  ?  Buckeye. 

<jn  the  first  Sabbath  of  March  the  new 
church  edifice  erected  by  the  Big  Grove 
church,  in  the  Presbytery,  and  near  the 
town  of  Vinton,  Iowa,  was  dedicated  to 
the  Triune  God.  An  appropriate  sermon 
was  preached  by  thq  Rev.  James  Kirk, 
of  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  for  several  years  pastor 
of  Vinton  and  Big  Giove  churches.  The 
Rev.  J.  S.  Dunning  now  retires  froin  the 
charge  of  this  church,  and  will  henceforth 
devote  his  entire  time  to  the  Vinton 
church,  and  to  an  excellent  and  flourish¬ 
ing  school,  which  has  been  for  some  time  , 
a  portion  of  his  charge.  He  is  an  active 
and  zealous  minister  of  the  gospel,  and 
under  his  pastorate  the  Vinton  and  Big 
Grove  churches  have  been  greatly  pros¬ 
pered  and  strengthened.  An  efficient 
and  faithful  minister  is  now  needed  by 
the  latter  church. 

At  Newton,  in  the  same  Presbytery, 
there  was  witnessed,  on  the  last  Sabbath 
of  February,  the  dedication  of  a  brick 
church  edifice,  thirty-five  by  forty  feet, 
which  has  been  recently  erected,  well 
finished,  and  handsomely  furnished,  at  a 
cost  of  about  six  thousand  dollars.  It 
was  dedicated  free  of  debt,  the  Rev.  A. 

S.  Marshall,  of  Marion,  Iowa,  preaching 
the  sermon,  and  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason 
assisting  in  the  exercises.  Newton  is  the 


county-seat  of  Jasper  county,  and  is 
about  fifty  miles  east  of  Des  Moines,  on 
the  Chicago,  Rock  Island,  and  T  acffic 
.  Railway.  The  church  is  now  vacant,  its  | 
late  pastor,  Rev.  T.  S.  Vail,  under  whose 
labours  it  vras  greatly  strengthened,  hav¬ 
ing  returned  to  Illinois.  A  minister  is 
needed  here  immediately,  and  an  accept¬ 
able  man  will  find  a  good  church,  a 
pleasant  people,  and  a  wide  and  inviting 
field  of  labour. 

The  “Presbyterian  built”  delegates  to 
the  late  Evangelical  Convention  at  Des 
Moines,  united  in  calling  a  convention  at 
Iowa  City,  during  the  first  week  of  May 
next,  of  such  Presbyterians  of  Iowa  as 
favour  a  union  on  the  Basis  adopted  by 
the  late  Philadelphia  Convention. 

I  wish  I  could  insert  just  here,  for  the 
special  delectation  of  such  of  your  read¬ 
ers  as  helped  to  build  them,  the  well 
executed  photograph,  which  I  have  just 
received,  of  the  new  church  edifice  and 
“manse”  at  Rochester,  Minnesota,  lhev 
make  a  fine  picture.  This  church  has 
been  greatly  prospered  from  its  first 
organization.  It  cannot  well  avoid  pros¬ 
pering  so  long  as  it  takes  thirty  copies  of 
the  Bresbyterian — and  is  not  a  large 
church  either.  During  the  year  186/ 
fifty-one  members  were  added  to  its  mem¬ 
bership;  and,  although  scarcely  strong 
enough  to  spare  members,  it  has  already 
begun  to  send  out  colonies.  Eight  of  the 
eleven  members  who  recently  formed  the 
Eyota  church,  were  from  this  organiza¬ 
tion.  Here,  as  in  hundreds  of  other 
cases,  precious  results  followed  the  series 
of  meetings  commencing  with  the  Week 
of  Prayer.  The  membership  of  the 
church  was  greatly  revived.  Some  ten 
or  twelve  were  hopefully  led  to  Christ, 
and  others  are  anxiously  inquiring  what 
thev  must  do  to  be  saved. 

A  note  to  us  from  Iowa  says : 

“ Dear  Brethren — Thinking  that  a  word 
from  the  far  West  would  not  be  altogether 
unwelcome  to  you,  I  now  take  my  pen  to 
tell  you  that  our  dear  Lord  has,  even  in 
this  far-off  region,  visited  us  with  a  glori¬ 
ous  outpouring  of  his  gracious  Spirit. 
The  church  has  been  wonderfully  re¬ 
vived  and  strengthened  ir  its  faith, 
especially  in  regard  to  the  power  of 
prayer.  Many  precious  souls  have  been 


converted,  as  we  humbly  trust,  and  God 
has  gotten  to  himself  a  glorious  name  in 
our  midst.  He  has  blessed  this  mission¬ 
ary  field,  and  honoured  us,  his  unworthy 
servants,  who  labour  under  commissions 
from  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  in  ' 
making  us  the  instruments  in  this  glori- 
ous  work.  The  Rev.  S.  A.  McElhinny,  a 
co-worker  in  this  part  of  the  vineyard,  at 
Bedford,  was  with  us  for  several  weeks, 
and  preached  every  evening  most  accept¬ 
ably  and  profitably  to  us  all.  His  preach¬ 
ing  was  clear,  doctrinal,  and  yet  practi- 
cal,  feeling,  and  earnest.  But  the  great¬ 
est  characteristic  was  that  God’s  Spirit  ' 
seemed  to  direct  every  sermon.  May  the 
blessed  Lord  greatly  bless  the  labours'  of 
brother  McElhinny  in  his  own  particular 
field  of  labours,  and  sustain  him  in  the 
exhausting  and  self-denying  work  he  is 
called  to  perform. 

“  I  have  thus  written,  dear  brethren,  that 
you,  and,  if  you  please,  your  readers,  may 
know  some  little,  at  least,  of  what  is  being 
done  by  the  missionary  labourers  under 
the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions;  and  that 
the  kind  friends  who,  in  the  Eastern 
churches  and  elsewhere,  have  so  promptly 
and  liberally  responded  to  the  call  for 
aid  in  clothing,  &c.,  for  the  missionary  j 
and  his  family,  may  see  that  their  benevo-  j 
lence  is  not  wholly  thrown  away.”  I 

b  iV  u  i  j2iD  i:  rvuivi  tHE  N ORTH-WEST. 

Messrs.  Editors— A  note  from  the  Rev.  , 
J.  D.  Mason,  District  Missionary  for  Iowa, 
conveys  the  sad  intelligence  of  the  death 
of  the  Rev.  George  D.  Porter,  at^liis  resi¬ 
dence  in  Blairstown,  Iowa,  on  Tuesday, 
\4;  ■  i\he  17th  of  December.  For  the  past  year 
*  or  twcTMr.  Porter  has  complained,  at 
times,  of  difficulty  about  his  heart;  but 
when  I  took  him  by  the  hand,  at  the  last 
!  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa,  he  seemed 
to  be  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  usual  health. 
He  then  appeared  to  have  entered,  with 
renewed  energy  and  hope,  upon  his  new  ( 
and  promising  missionary  field,  and  spoke 
enthusiastically  of  the  good,  work  which 
God  was  kindly  enabling  him  to  accom¬ 
plish  there.  A  month  or  two  ago  he  had 
one  or  two  slight  attacks  of  paralysis. 
Upon  this  dropsy  of  the  heart,  extending 
to  the  whole  system,  soon  supervened, 
and,  after  much  suffering,  “he  fell  asleep 
at  the  time  mentioned. 


The  death  of  Mr.  Porter  was  more  than 
peaceful.  Amid  all  his  sufferings,  not  a 
murmur  escaped  his  lips.  Through  them 
all,  and  to  the  very  last,  he  was  sustained 
by  an  intelligent  and  abiding  faith  in 
Jesus,  enjoying  very  much  the  repetition, 
and  singing,  by  his  children,  of  such 
hymns  as  “Jesus  paid  it  all,”  “Just  as  I 
am,”  &c.  His  was,  and  is,  the  blessed¬ 
ness  of  those  who  die  in  the  Lord.  He 
left  a  wife  and  eight  children  to  mourn 
his  departure,  and  receive  the  consoling 
sympathies  of  his  many  friends.  The 
funeral  services  were  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  (from  whom  we  re¬ 
ceive  many  of  these  particulars,)  and  by 
the  Rev.  J.  S.  Dunning,  of  Vinton,  Iowa. 

As  a  Christiau,  Mr.  Porter  eminently 
loved  the  doctrines  of  God’s  word — the 
strong  meat.  And,  to  the  very  close  of 
his  work,  it  was  his  characteristic  that 
he  preached  them  with  unusual  clearness 
and  power. 

Mr.  Porter  was  licensed  by  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Huntingdon  in  1834,  and  was 
for  several  years  a  successful  pastor  in 
Pennsylvania.  Thence  he  went,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  to  Ohio.  About  fifteen  years  ago 
he  came  to  Iowa  to  take  the  pastoral, 
charge  of  the  church  at  Tipton,  in  the 
Presbytery  of  Cedar.  Of  this  church  he 
continued  the  pastor  for  several  years, 
beholding  his  labours  blessed  in  the 
growth  and  prosperity  of  the  church  to 
which  he  ministered.  Then  came  an 
interval  in  which  he  was  not  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  pastoral  labour.  He  was  then, 
for  a  season,  pastor  of  the  church  at  Crow 
Meadow,  Illinois.  Thence  he  returned 
to  Tipton  and,  for  two  or  three  years, 
cultivated  his  farm  in  its  vicinity,  preach¬ 
ing,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  way  was 
opened.  But  he  loved  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  His  heart  was  in  it,  and  he 
was  not  contented  out  of  it.  Last  sum¬ 
mer  he  took  charge  of  the  Blairstown  and 
West  Irving  churches — an  inviting  mis¬ 
sionary  field  in  the  bounds  of  the  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Vinton,  and  near  the  recently 
(finished  railway  to  Council  Bluffs.  Here 
he  laboured  as  if  determined  to  redeem 
(the  time,  and  work  while  if  was  yet  day. 
Here  he  preached  with  a  fresh  unction 
from  on  high;  here  the  Lord  blessed  his 
labours  in  the  conversion  of  souls  and 
the  strengthening  of  the  churches;  here 
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uie  tnea  ana  iaithlui  soldier  laid  aside 
his  armour;  here  he  sweetly  sleeps  in 
Jesus. 

<:IIark!  the  golden  harps  are  ringing, 
Pounds  unearthly  fill  his  ear; 

Millions  now  ia  Heaven  singing, 

Greet  his  joyful  entrance  there.”' 

Who  will  take  the  place  of  this  de¬ 
parted  ambassador  of  Christ?  The  field 
is  an  important  and  inviting  one,  and 
should  at  once  be  occupied  by  an  ear¬ 
nest  and  faithful  pastor.  Calvin. 

Messrs.  Editor'S— Needing  a  brief  re¬ 
spite  from  labour,  I  left. home  with  the 
view  of  visiting  Eastern  Iowa,  and  places 
of  interest  along  the  route  thither.  Many 
changes  have  taken  place  during  the 
three  yfears  which  have  elapsed  since  a 
preceding  visit.  Towns  and  villages  have 
sprung  into  existence,  older  places  have 
enlarged  their  borders,  cultivated  fields 
and  pleasant  homes  “far  out  upon  the 
prairie”  tell  of  industry,  taste,  and  do¬ 
mestic  comfort.  Civilization  presses  to 
the  westward.  The  wilderness  blossoms 
as  a  rose. 

The  Synod  of  Iowa  met  very  recently  . 
in  Cedar  Rapids.  The  attendance  was 
small,  but  we  have  reason  to  believe  that 
the  cause  of  Christ  received  a  new  im¬ 
pulse,  and  our  ministers  returned  to  their 
charges  resolved  to  labour  more  earnestly 
for  the  Master.  That  Synod,  like  our 
own,  (Synod  of  St.  Paul,)  enjoyed  the 
rare  privilege  of  listening  to  the  eloquent 
and  stirring  appeals  of  two  of  our  excel¬ 
lent  and  beloved  Secretaries,  Rev.  Drs. 
Schenck  and  Speer.  The  church  in  Cedar 
Rapids  has  extended  a  call  to  the  Rev. 
W.  B.  Browne,  of  Wabash,  Indiana, 
which  it  is  hoped  he  will  accept.  Here 
is  an  interesting  field  of  labour,  and,  as  it 
appears,  Cedar  Rapids,  like  all  ambitious 
western  cities,  requires  the  first  talent  of 
the  Church.  Where  shall  the  humbler 
brethren  labour? 

At  Marion  there  is  a  church  which  has 
retained  the  same  pastor,  if  I  mistake 
not,  for  about  ten  years. «.  Rev.  Alexan¬ 
der  Marshall  is  held  in  high  esteem,  and 
justly,  by  his  people.  His  labours  have 
been  blessed,  and  we  trust  his  pastorate 
in  that  beautiful  town  may  be  long  con¬ 
tinued.  It  was  pleasant  to  find  the  chil¬ 


dren  so  mucn  interested  in  Eoreign  Mis¬ 
sions,  bringing  the  products  of  their 
labours  in  the  field,  the  garden,  and  the 
home,  and,  with  loving,  loyal  hearts,  lay¬ 
ing  them  at  Jesus’  feet.  Other  Boards  of 
the  Church  will,  doubtless,  be  remember¬ 
ed.  How  many  of  our  Sabbath-schools 
will  act  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
last  General  Assembly,  and  by  liberal 
contributions  enable  the  Board  of  Publi¬ 
cation  to  supply,  with  libraries,  the  feeble 
and  needy  Sabbath-schools  in  the  far 
West?  One  thing  often  observed  is  wor¬ 
thy  of  remark,  that  we  find  the  fullest 
co-operation  with  our  Boards,  and  the 
most  decided  devotion  to  our  Church, 
where  our  own  religious  papers,  and 
especially  the  Presbyterian ,  are  most 
generally  circulated,  in  preference  to  cer¬ 
tain  religious  papers  which  originate  out¬ 
side  of  our  Church,  or  sustain  a  very 
doubtful  relation  to  it. 

Leaving  Marion  we  passed  Ep  worth,  a 
pleasant  town,  in  which  our  worthy  bro¬ 
ther,  the  Rev.  W.  P.  Carson,  has  laboured 
with  great  faithfulness  for  many  years. 
West  of  our  course,  and  along  a  railroad 
diverging  from  the  one  we  travel,  are 
dear  friends,  with  whom  we  held  pleas¬ 
ant  fellowship  in  other  days,  now  labour¬ 
ing  for  Christ  in  the  ministry,  or  less 
responsible  spheres.  It  would  be  refresh-  | 
ing  to  meet  them,  and  talk  over  the 
varied  experiences  of  the  distant  years, 
but  the  pleasure  must  be  deferred  to  an¬ 
other  time,  perhaps  until  the  glad  re¬ 
unions  of  the  life  beyond. 

Our  church  in  Dubuque,  promising  a 
salary  of  two  thousand  dollars,  has  ex¬ 
tended  a  unanimous  call  to  the  Rev. 
James  A.  Reed,  late  of  Wooster,  Ohio. 
Mr.  Reed  has  accepted  the  call,  and  has 
already  commenced  his  labours  in  that 
city.  Entering  upon  this  new  pastorate 
with  so  much  acceptance  to  the  people, 
and  with  unusually  encouraging  prospects 
of  usefulness,  may  the  hopes  of  the  church 
be  more  than  realized,  and  the  relation 
just  formed  be  extended  through  many 
years. 

Late  at  night  the  steamer,  upward 
bound,  arrived  at  the  levee  at  Dubuque, 

I  and  we  were  glad  to  turn  our  faces  home¬ 
ward.  Now  the  clear  starlight  reveals 
the  river  channel,  and  we  move  cau- 


tiously  on  on-  way.  The  *grim  bluffs 
dark  with  shadows,  stand  as  sentinels  to 
guard  our  passage;  the  pleasant  islands 
rrestle  on  the  bosom  of  the  broad  calm 
waters,  and  lone  dwellings,  or  little  vil¬ 
lages,  send  an  occasional  gleam  of  liahfc 
far  out  into  the  darkness.  But  we  turn 
aside  from  the  misty  scenes  and  subdued 
voices  of  the  night,  to  seek  the  reoose 
which  tired  nature  claims.  Your  corres¬ 
pondent,  “  Quisquis,”  has  given  your 
readers  a  description  of  the  scenery  of 
the  upper  Mississippi  so  graphic  and 
beautiful,  that  I  need  not  attempt  a  repe- 
tl^lon*  -  Itasca. 

For  the  North-Western  FresDytermu. 

DEDICATION  SERVICES. 

Mfssrs.  Editors: — Sabbath,  the  13th, 
inst.  was  a  day  of  great  interest  l^o  the 
Presbyterians  at  Hopkinton,  Delaware 
county,  Iowa.  Favored  with  delightful 
weather,  they  assembled  to  dedicate  their 
completed  house  of  worship  to  the  God 
of  the  sanctuary.  Many  others  besides 
*  Presbyterians  evidently  shared  in  the  in¬ 
terest,  and  the  quite  capacious  audience 
room  of  the  new  church  was  filled  to  its 
utmost  capacity.  The  sermon  was  preached 
by  the  Rev.  S.  M.  Osmond,  of  Iowa  City, 
from  II.  Sam.  xxiv.,  24,  25,  after  which  a 
collection  was  taken  up,  the  liberality  of 
which  abundantly  testified  that  the  Hop¬ 
kinton  people  are  not  disposed  to  “  serve 
the  Lord  with  that  which  doth  cost  them 
nothing.”  Thirteen  hundred  dollars  were 
needed  in  order  to  meet  wants  of  the  church 
that  were  pressing ;  and  in  response  to  the 
call  more  than  $1,500  were  given  and 
pledged,  with  a  promptitude  that  was  tru¬ 
ly  refreshing.  When  this  noble  offering 
was  laid  upon  the  altar,  the  concluding 
service  of  the  hour  had  its  appropriate 
place  in  the  solemn  prayer  of  dedication, 
which  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  James 
McKean,  a  venerable  father  of  the  Presby¬ 
tery  of  Dubuque. 

The  new  edifice  graces  one  of  the  finest 


sites  of  the  town.  It  is  of  brick,  with 
side  buttresses  handsomely  capped  with 
dressed  stone.  The  dimensions  are  40  by 
sixty  feet,  furnishing  sittings  for  about  300 
persons.  The  finish  and  arrangements  of 
the  interior  are  chaste,  comfortable  and 
attractive.  In  fact,  every  thing  about  the 
building,  within  and  without,  evinces  the 
good  taste  and  excellent  judgment  of  those 
to  whom  the  manao;ement  of  the  enter- 
prise  was  entrusted.  The  work  is  of  the 
most  substantial  charactar,  and  has  certain¬ 
ly  been  done  with  surprising  economy,  not 
costing  over  about  $5,000.  As  the  mem¬ 
bership  is  comparatively  small,  composed 
of  families  of  quite  moderate  means,  it  is 
easy  to  see  that  these  gratifying  results 
have  not  been  reached  without  much  effort 
and  self-denial.  The  ladies,  as  usual,  are 
entitled  to  a  large  share  of  the  credit ;  and 
as  for  the  pastor,  whose  modesty  is  only 
surpassed  by  his  quiet  efficiency,  his  work 
must  be  his  praise,  as  it  doubtless  is  his 
sufficient  reward.  With  what  the  people 
themselves  have  done,  and  aid  to  the 
amount  of  $500  from  that  most  practically 
useful  of  all  our  agencies,  the  Board  of 
Church  Extension,  their  beautiful  sanctu¬ 
ary  is  entirely  free  from  the  incubus  of 

debt,  and  the  church  enters  untrammeled 

• 

upon  what  we  cannot  but  hope  will  prove 
a  career  of  fresh  consecration  and  greatly 
increased  prosperity. 

Lenox  Collegiate  Institute,  another  mon¬ 
ument  of  the  enlightened  enterprise  of  the 
citizens  of  Hopkinton,  now  under  the  care 
of  the  Synod  of  Iowa,  stands,  appropri¬ 
ately,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church  with 
which  it  has  so  close  an  alliance.  The 
pastor,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Hodge,  in  addition 
to  his  ministerial  duties,  fills  the  place  of 

President  and  Professor  of  Languages. 
He  is  assisted  by  a  corps  of  efficient  and 
accomplished  instructors,  who  would  do 
credit  to  any  institution.  About  seventy- 
five  students  are  in  attendance,  which  is 
an  encouraging  increase  over  last  year. 
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lint  „th  ere  are  accommodations  for  a  much 
larger  number ;  and  the  writer  feels  assured 
that  if  Presbyterian  parents  in  Iowa  only 
could  be  made  to  realize  the  superior  ad¬ 
vantages  of  this  school,  both  in  a  religious 
and  educational  point  of  view — the  safe 
moral  atmosphere  of  a  place  that  will  not 
tolerate  saloons  and  groggeries — instead  of 
i  placing  their  sons  and  daughters  under  in¬ 
fluences  calculated  to  lead  them  away  from 
the  faith  of  their  fathers,  and  in  contact 
with  temptations  to  intemperance  and 
every  other  sort  of  vice,  that  abound  in 
most  of  our  western  towns,  they  would 
gladly  avail  themselves  of  the  opportuni¬ 
ties  here  afforded  for  securing  for  their 
children  a  sound  education,  and  a  virtuous 
and  Presbyterian  training,  thus,  at  the 
same  time,  greatly  promoting  the  prosper¬ 
ity  and  extending  the  influence  of  this  ex¬ 
cellent  school.  S.  M.  O. 

The  Bev.  IS.  M.  Kier  was  regularly  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  Presbytery  of  Dubuque 
(Old  School),  from  the  United  Presbyte¬ 
rian  church,  on  the  1st  of  May.  He  has 
since  been  installed  in  the  pastoral  office  in 
the  churches  of  Liberty  and  Byron  Center, 
in  Buchanan  county,  Iowa. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  Sept.  23d,  Bev. 
Silas  Johnson  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  of  Indianola,  Iowa, 
by  a  committee  of  the  Des  Moines  Presby¬ 
tery.  Bev.  David  S.  Tappan,  of  Chariton, 
presided  and  preached  the  sermon.  Bev. 

J.  P.  Brengle,  of  Cory  don,  gave  the  charge 
to  the  pastor ;  and  Bev.  P.  H.  Jacob,  of  j 
Knoxville,  to  the  people.  j 

ANOTHER  CHURCH  FINISHE^^^  j 

Although  its  tower  is  not  completed,  I 
the  new  church  edifice  in  Lansing,  Iowa’ 
of  which  I  wrote  a  few  weeks  since,  was 
occupied  for  the  first  time  on  Sabbath, 
the  3d  of  February.  It  was  the  regular 
communion  Sabbath,  and  was  “a  high 
day” — a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  re¬ 
joicing.  A  new  and  beautiful  church 
building  erected,  paid  for,  and  occupied 
—ten  precious  souls  from  the  Sabbath- 
school  uniting  with  the  church  on  pro- 
cssion  of  their  faith  in  Christ — twenty 
a  ditions  to  the  church  upoa  examina¬ 


tion  during  the  year — a  membership  of 
thirty-five — a  growing  congregation— 

an  influential  position-all  these  where, 
a  short  time  ago,  there  jvas  no  organi¬ 
zation,  were  surely  legitimate  themes 
for  praise  and  thanksgiving  to  Him  who 
■  has  done  great  things  for  this  people* 
The  Lansing  church  is  under  the  care 
of  the  Bev.  James  Frothingham. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  that,  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  church  of  Galesville,  Wisconsin, 
of  which  the  Rev.  John  Frothingham 
is  pastor,  five  members  were  added 
early  in  January  upon  profession  of 
their  faith,  and  that  a  very  interesting 
state  of  religious  interest  exists  in  his 
cengregation.  I  trust  he  wili  reap  a 
precious  harvest.  Calvin. 

SEASONS  OF  REVIVAL. 

The  Bev.  J.  W.  Clark,  of  Clarinda,  Iowa, 
writes  ;  ii  Messrs.  Editors, — I  send  you  a 
brief  notice  of  a  most  gracious  revival  we 
as  a  church,  in  common  with  other  churches 
of  our  place,  have  enjoyed  this  winter. 
The  blessed  influence  seemed  to  commence 
about  the  1st  of  January,  in  the  Baptist 
church,  and  shortly  after  manifested  itself 
in  the  Methodist  church.  It  continued  in 
these  churches  several  weeks,  and  many 
were  added  to  their  several  communions. 
But  I  wish  more  especially  to  tell  you  what 
the  Lord  has  done  for  our  own  church. 

“We  have  just  closed  a  protracted  meet¬ 
ing  of  several  weeks’  continuance,  during 

O 

which  the  congregations  have  been  atten¬ 
tive,  generally  serious,  and  often  solemn. 
The  cliurcb  has  been  wonderfully  revived, 
made  to  bring  all  their  tythes  into  the  store¬ 
house,  and  to  come  up  to  the  help  of  the 
Lord.  The  Spirit  of  Prayer  was  given  to 
the  church ;  much  prayer  was  offered  for 
particular  individuals,  and  in  many  in¬ 
stances  very  plainly  answered.  We  have 
been  drawn  nearer  together  in  the  bonds 

CT 

of  Christian  love,  made  more  zealous  for 
Christ’s  glory,  especially  in  the  salvation  of 


souls,  and  greatly  strengthened  in  the* faith 
of  the  power  of  prayer.  Some  eighteen 
persons  have  been  added  to  our  church — 
thirteen  on  profession  of  faith,  the  rest  by 
letter.  Several  of  them  heads  of  families; 
several  young  men — all  valuable  additions. 
The  most  of  them  were  baptized  in  infan¬ 
cy — the  Lord  thus  honoring  his  own  insti¬ 
tution. 

/ 

“Besides  valuable  aid  received  from  other 
ministerial  brethren  occasionally  during 
the  meeting,  we  are  especially  grateful  to 
our  brother  missionary  under  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions,  Rev.  S.  A.  McElhinny, 
of  Bedford.  He  preached  every  evening, 
nearly,  for  several  weeks,  greatly  to  the 
edification  and  comfort  of  God’s  people, 
to  the  benefit  of  the  impenitent,  and  to  the 
silencing  of  gainsayers  and  skeptics.  May 
the  Lord  Christ  bless  our  brother  in  his 


Ecclesiastical. — On  Wednesday 
|  evening,  Sept.  23d,  Rev.  Silas  John¬ 
son  was  installed  pastor  of  the  Pres- 
i  byterian  Church  of  Indianola,  Iowa, 
by  a  committee  of  the  Des  Moines 
Presbytery.  Rev.  David  S.  Tappan, 
of  Chariton,  presided  and  preached 
the  sermon.  Reff.  J.  P.  Brengle,  of 
Corydon,  gave  the  charge  to  the  pas¬ 
tor;  and  Rev.  P.  H.  Jacob,  of  Knox- 
» ville,  to  the  people.  Bro.  Johnson 
has  labored  among  this  people  about 
eighteen  months,  with  great  accept- 
1  ance  and  success.  Until  the  meet- 
ing  of  Presbytery  last  spring,  the 
church  of  ^Hartford  was  also  under 
his  care;  but  the  Indianola  congre¬ 
gation,  feeling  their  need  of  more 
attention,  put  in  a  call  for  the  whole 
of  his  time,  and  since  then  he  has 
confined  his  labors  to  them.  The 
membership  at  Indianola,  like  mo£t 
churches  in  this  region ,  is  still  small ; 
but  under  the  ministrations  of  Bro. 
Johnson  has  been  greatly  increased. 
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SUXXVSIDE. 

The  congregation  of  the-  'Jfrankville 
church,  Iowa,  recently  manifested  its  ap¬ 
preciation  of  a  good  pastor  by  a  free-will 
offering  to  the  Rev.  J.  W’.  Crawford,  of 
one  hundred  and. ten  dollars  in  cash,  be¬ 
sides  other  very  valuable-  articles.  This 
is  a  generous  “offering”  from  a  church, 
which  last  year  reported  but  forty-nine 
members.  All  such  offerings  return,  after 
a  few  days,  and  with  heavy  interest,  to 
those  who-  present  them.  The  pastor - 
works  and  preaches,  with  increased  faith¬ 
fulness  and  unction. 

Of  course,  there-  is  a  constant  and 
healthy  increase  in  brother  Crawford’s 
congregation,  and  it  is  sometimes  found 
necessary  to  construct  extra  seats  in  the 
aisles  m  the  Sabbath. 

CHANGE  OF  RELATION.  f 

Messrs.  Editors — The  Rev.  S.  M.  Kier 
was  regularly  received  by  the  Presbytery 
of  Dubuque,  (Old-school,)  from  the  United 
Presbyterian  church,  on  the  1st  of  May. 
He  has  since  been  installed  in  the  pas¬ 
toral  office  in  the  churches  of  Liberty  and 
Byron  Centre,  in  Buchannan  county,  Iowa. 
In  connection  with  these,  he  also  supplies, 
in  Delaware  county,  the  churches  of  Milo 
and  Zion.  The  latter  one  was  organized 
May  19th,  in  the  south-western  part  of 
said  county.  It  has  about  twenty  mem¬ 
bers  now,  and  bright  prospects  for  in¬ 
crease.  Mr.  Kier’s  extensive  and  im¬ 
portant  field  must  ere  long  require  the 
labours  of  at  least  one  other  minister. 
That  region  of  country  is  worthy  the  at¬ 
tention  of  Presbyterians  seeking  good 
farms  and  homes  in  Iowa.  Letters  of 
inquiry  may  be  addressed  to  the  pastor 
at  Quasqueton,  Iowa.  W. 

A  DEDICATION. 

"With  deep  gratitude  to  the  glorified 
Head  of  the  Church,  we  record  the  suc¬ 
cess  vouchsafed  to  the  labours  of  our 
faithful  and  self-denying  missionaries  in 
the  waste  places  of  our  land.  Tho  neat 
and  comfortable  house  of  worship  recent¬ 
ly  erected  by  the  church  and  congrega¬ 
tion  of  Rev.  George  Graham,  Clarksville, 
Butler  county,  Iowa,  was,  with  aPPIP" 
priate  and  impressive  ceremories,  de<Ii- 
cated  to  the  Triune  God  on  the  29th  ol 

December.  A  series  of  meetings^  was 
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commenced  in  the  new  church  on  Christ¬ 
mas  morning,  \yben  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason, 
who  is  at  present  labouring  as  district 
missionary  m  that  section  of  the  State, 
preached  a  sermon  from  Zechariah  iv.  10, 
“For  who  hath  despised  the  day  of  small 
things?”  These  meetings  are  said  to 
have  been  full  of  interest,  and  the  com- 
!  pletion  of  this  new  church  edifice  has 
given  a  .fresh  impulse  to  our  cause  in  that 
section  of  the  Presbytery  of  Fort  Dodge, 
a  Presbytery  large  in  extent,  but  few 
in  numbers.  It  embraces  several  large 
counties,  and,  last  year,  reported  five 
ministers  and  seven  churches,  with  one 
hundred  and  fifty-six  communicants. 
“What  are  these  amoncr  so  — 

Dear  Brother  Erskine  :  You  and  vour 
readers  may  like  to  hear  a  little  from  our 
Iowa  State  Christian  Convention,  held  last 
week  in  Fort  Des  Moines.  Something  like 
200  delegates  of  different  evangelic  shades 
were  present,  and  a  spirit  of  delightful 
Christian  fellowship  prevailed.  From  Tues¬ 
day  evening  until  Friday  morning  the  time 
was  very  closely  occupied,  chiefly  in  devo¬ 
tional  exercises,  interspersed  with  brief 
discussion. 

The  Convention  was  greatly  enlivened 
and  edified  by  the  presence  and  labors  of 
the  brethren  K.  A.  Burnell  of  Milwaukee, 
and  D.  L.  Moody  of  Chicago. 

The  Spirtt  of  God  was  evidently  in  our 
midst,  and  much  good  accomplished  there, 
and  a  reviving  power  experienced  by  the 
delegates  as  they  returned  to  their  homes. 
“  Out  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 
■mouth  speaketh.” 

Yesterday  (23d  inst.)  was  a  delightful 
Sabbath  in  our  church  of  Newton,  as  it  was 
their  privilege  to  dedicate  their  new  house 
of  worship  to  our  Lord  and  Redeemer.  It 
'  is  of  brick,  35  by  60  feet  on  the  ground, 
and  20  feet  in  height,  well  finished,  and 
handsomely  furnished  throughout.  It  has 
cost  the  church  $6,000,  $1,000  of  wdiich  is 
from  the  “  Church  Extension.” 

The  dedication  sermon  was  preached  by 


the  Rev.  Alexander  S.  Marshall,  of  Marion,  j 
and  the  prayer  by  the  District  Missionary. 
On  the  occasion  over  $600  was  raised,  to 
leave  the  edifice  clear  of  all  incumbrance. 
And  better  than  all,  the  Spirit  of  God  is 
moving  upon  all  the  churches,  and  a  morn¬ 
ing  prayer-meeting  of  much  interest  is 
daily  held,  and  frequent  public  ministra¬ 
tions  in  the  sanctuaries.  This  church  now 
needs  very  much  a  wise  and  faithful  am¬ 
bassador  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  to  break  unto 
them  the  “  bread  of  life.”  The  excellent 
brother,  T.  S.  Vail,  has  returned  to  the 
scenes  of  his  labors  for  many  years  in 
Illinois. 

Newton  is  one  of  our  best  interior  county 
towns,  of  about  2,000  inhabitants,  on  the 
Davenport  and  Pacific  Railroad,  and  of 
sound  and  healthy  growth.  It  needs  but  a 
great  ingathering  of  new-born  souls  into  all 
the  churches  to  make  it  a  delightful  town. 

J.  D.  M. 

Newton,  Jasper  Co.,  Feb.  24,  1868. 

The  Rev.  A.  R.  Mathes,  of  Wilton,  Iowa, 
writes  :  “  I  am  just  home  from  Sugar 

Creek  church,  where  we  have  had  a  pre¬ 
cious  meeting.  Some  thirty  persons  have 
made  a  good  profession  of  faith  in  Chirst. 
Twenty-seven  united  with  the  church — 
others  to  other  denominations.  It  was  a 
blessed  outpouring  of  the  Spirit.  The 
gray  head,  over  which  more  than  seventy 
summers  had  passed,  was  there  at  the 
axious  seat  with  the  youth  of  sixteen.  A 
general  interest  was  felt,  the  house  every 
evening  being  crowded  to  its  utmost  ca¬ 
pacity.  With  joy  do  we  record  the  mercy 
of  God  to  us  as  a  people.” 

Dedication. — The  Central  Church.  Ben¬ 
ton,  Iowa,  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of 
God,  December  13,  1863.  The  dedicatory 
services  were  conducted  by  the  Rev.  Alex¬ 
ander  S.  Marshal!. 

On  the  20th*  of  September,  the  Revs. 
James  ^  McKean  and  J.  S.  Wilson,  with 
Elder  S.  T.  Glenn,  organized  a  church  in 
Anamosa,  Iowa.  There  was  preaching 


in  the  morning  and  also  in  the  evening, 
heretofore  the  ground  has  been  occupied 
ainly  by  the  Congregational  Church. 

From  the  Minutes  of  the  General  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  Iowa,  and  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  The  Presbyter 
makes  out  the  following  comparative  sta¬ 
tistics  of  thf.  two  bodies  in  Iowa  : 

« 


Churches . 

Ministers . 

In  Sabbath  schools 
Increase  of  memb’rs 


0.  £t. 
186 
123 
8,112 
1,071 


A.  S. 
66 
64 
4,239 
375 
3,108 
$7  828 


Cong. 
183 
139 
8,396 
892 
8  672 
16,585 


Total  communicants  9,323 

Donations . $15,  <62 

Home  expenditures  $93,956  $69,5u3  $104,363 

The  New  School  ministers  are  nearly 
equal  to  their  churches,  the  Congregation- 
alists  one-fourth  less,  and  the  Old  School 
one-third  less.  The  fact  that  the  New 
School  have  more  ministers  in  proportion 
to  their  churches  is  hard  to  explain.  In 
the  United  States  they  have  210  more  min¬ 
isters  than  churches,  while  the  Old 
School  have  407  less.  Here  is  a  theme  for 
speculation.  But  to  return  to  Iowa :  the 
growth  of  the  Old  School  is  about  eleven 
and  three-quarters  per  cent. ;  the  New 
School  thirteen  and  three-quarters  per 
cent. ;  and  the  Congregationalist  eleven 
and  one-third  per  cent.  The  donations  per 
member  are:  Old  School,  $1.62;  New 
School,  $1.84;  Congregationalist,  $1.91; 
Home  expense,  Old  School,  $10.07  ;  New 
School,  22.35;  Congregationalist,  12.04. 


Iowa.— -The  little  church  at  Colfax,  twen- 
rbiVr°  “^lescieast  Desmoines,  was  served 

A?,w  ‘q®  S.ummer  by  Mr.  C.  P.  Ooit  of 
Auburo  Seminary.  -Tire  people  are  now 

oWM?8  a  h-ous,e  of  w01shiP-  Also  the 
i  l\lu^  °r£>auized  at  Albion,  on  August  2d 

tobvUlI;  V-  KeU°^’  aDd  Mistered 

‘lkeW,Se  of  Aubu™  Seminary, 
on  professional  laitu 

of  twenty-five  mmnlA  Pre3b^ri“  church  I 
bion  /aj^f  Zbn^WC0aXDjficf  Ab  ' 

oS^chureh "at WAdelSnbfr h’  Sept‘  6th’'  fo1' 
Their  house  of  worshio  cosTi  c°™*y,  Iowa, 
was  dedicated  to  God, ‘free  tom  drib?  Eev’ 

cation  sm-mon  Ct“°  LmdP-re«heCl  tbe  dedi- 
ministered  and  f  ^  4  S  SuPPer  was  ad- 1 
received  To'  25^® 

of  Desmoines  preached  Tn  ^iie  evenlnf 
services"05  *  86  COngregatio“  a*  all  the 

taken  charge  of  the8Deraoines  ^Tmfnary8 
which  commenced  on  the  24th  Sept  a 

Th  A  llor«4  .  O  11  j  M  ^ 


Th^  Rev.  Van  Vliet,  of  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
has  gathered  a  German  congregation  in 
that  city  of  180  members,  and  established 
a  Theological  school  which  has  now  about 
thirty  students  preparing  for  the  ministry-. 

The  General  Assembly  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee,  of  whom  Dr  S  T  • 

Key.  J.  Guernsey,  the  agent  of  the  Home  Mis- r  cp-  t  *  *  on  is 

sionary  Society  for  Iowa,  says  :  “  It  is  no  uncom-  .  .  ’  ^it  tins  school  and  examine 

mon  thing  in  this  State,  for  men  of  comparative-  lnto  lts  merits  and  its  wants  and  report  at 
ly  small  means  to  give  $100  a  year  for  the  support  the  next  Assemblv  A  nart  nf  „ 
of  the  gospel.  One  man  whose  salary  is  but  $000  .  ,  .  f  .  f  Part  of  thls  commit- 

a  year,  and  whose  only  property  is  the  small  ‘  Just  visited  the  place  and  was  very 

house  in  which  he  lives,  subscribes  $275,  for  the  much  gratified  with  the  condition  and 
erection  of  a  house  of  worship.”  management  of  the  school.  The  school  is 

deserving  of  the  fostering  care  of  the  whole 
church. 


The  pastoral  relations  between  tbe  Rev. 
H.  R.  Lewis  and  tbe  church  of  Bentons- 
port,  I$wa,  was  dissolved  at  the  late  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Fairfield  Presbytery. 

The  Presbytery  of  Cedar,  at  its  late 
meeting,  ordained  Rev.  R.  L.  Adams,  sine 
titulo  to  the  full  work  of  the  ministry. 
Bro.  S.  M.  Osmond  preached  tbe -sermon  ; 
Bro.  J.  B.  McBride  presided,  and  Bro.  J. 
D.  Mason  delivered  the  charge  to  the 
newly-ordained  ambassador  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ. 


No.  10. 
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In  this  number  it  is  proposed  to  notice  several 
matters  connected  with  the  early  history  of 
Presbyterianism,  but  not  immediafely  con¬ 
nected  with  any  particular  church.  Some 
variety  may  thus  be  given  to  break  the  monoto¬ 
ny  of  tedious  details,  and  at  the  same  time' 
Proper  to  be  noticed.  Under  this  general  head 
notice  will  first  be  taken  of  an  effort,  by  the 

C  A 


Presbytery  of  Iowa,  at  an  early  day,  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  college,  and  carry  -it'  up  to  use¬ 
fulness.  The  first  movement  of  this  kind  was 
made  at  the  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  in  the 
spring  of  1844  or  ’45.  Two  or  three  plans  were 
considered,  and  finally  it  was  resolved  to  accept 
the  offer  made  by  the  citizens  of  Lee  county  of  a 
building  that  had  been  built  for  a  court  house 
at  West  Point,  and  had  been  used  for  that  pur¬ 
pose  for  some  time,  but  the  seat  of  justice  having' 
been  removed  to  another  place,  it  was  left  un¬ 
occupied.  The  building  was  tolerably  well 
suited  for  a  beginning.  The  offer  was  accepted, 
which  included  the  building  and  public  square 
surrounding.  The  Rev.  Thomas  IT.  Dinsmore, 
a  man  well  qualified,  was  appointed  to  the 
charge  of  the  institution  as  professor,  after  it 
had  been  conducted  for  a  year  or  two  by  M. 
Bradley.  The  Rev.  Michael  Hummer  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  visit  the  churches  and  friends  of  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  cast,  to  solicit  funds  to  aid  in  the 
enterprize.  His  efforts  amounted  to  but  little, 
as  shown  by  the  records,  being  only  about 
$500, — part  in  money  and  part  in  other  things. 
At  a  subsequent  time  it  was  suggested  that 
land  warrants  granted  to  soldiers  in  the  war  of 
1812,  living  in  the  South,  might  be  hhd  as  do¬ 
nations,  or  at  a  mere  nominal  value.  It  was  re¬ 
solved  to  try  in  this  direction,  and  the  Rev.  W. 
Hazard  was  sent  on  this  mission.  It  wras  not 
successful.  In  the  meantime  others,  besides 
those  above  mentioned,  were  employed  as  pro¬ 
fessors  and  teachers,  to  wit :  the  Rev.  Jas.  D. 
Mason,  Cowles,  King,  and  finally  the  Rev.  Jas. 
C.  Sharon.  These  were  for  adonger  or  shorter 
period,  connected  with  the  institution,  and  all 
well  qualified  for  the  place,  and  all  labored 
hard,  and  while  some  good  resulted  from  the 
effort  in  the  education,  to  some  considerable  ex¬ 
tent,  of  quite  a  number  of  youth,  both  male  and 
female,  it  was  found  by  experience  to  be  on  too 
narrow  a  basis,  and  in  1851  it  was  abandoned, 
and  is  now  among  the  things  that  were. 

Again.  Among  the  great  movements  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  is  the  Board  of  Publication 
At  an  .early  day  a  special  effort  was  made  tc 
bring  the  books  of  the  Board  to  the  notice  o 
1  the  Christian  people  of  this  new  region.  I 
order  to  this,  the  first  delegate  from  the  Pref 
bytery  of  Iowa  to  the  General  Assembly,  wine 
j  met  in  Philadelphia,  1842,  proposed,  previous- 

»  »  -  •  *  i  1  4 


to  his  leaving  tor  me  mssemoly,  that  if  any  of 
the  then  small  churches  would  put  into  his 
hands  any  sum,  more  or  less,  he  would  use  every 
proper  effort,  while  at  the  Assembly,  to  obtain 
funds  to  procure  a  full  set  of  the  Board’s  publi¬ 
cations  (then  about  110  volumes)  for  each  of  the 
churches  that  would  respond  in  this  way.  Five 
of  them  raised,  each  from  four  to  six  dollars,  in 
all  not  exceeding  $25.  Consulting  with  the 
editor  of  the  Presbyterian ,  he  suggested  that  a 
card,  expressive  of  the  object,  and  published  in 
the  Presbyterian ,  might  be  useful.  A  card  was 
prepared  and  published,  and  by  this  and  other 
means,  a  sum  Was  obtained  sufficient  to  pur¬ 
chase  a  full  set  (over  100  volumes)  for  each  of 
the  five  churches, -worth,  after  the  usual  deduc¬ 
tion,  $50.  These  were  the  books  of  the  Board 
first  introduced  into  the  country.  A  record 
should  here  be  made  of  the  aid  offered  by  the 
Rev.  II.  A.  Boardman,  D.D.,  pastor  of  the 
Tenth  church,  Philadelphia.  He  noticed  the  card 
and  favorably  regarded  it ;  for,  as  the  delegate 
was  in  his  place  in  the  Assembly,  he  reached  to 
him  a  paper,  which,  upon  opening,  was  found 
to  contain  between  $30  and  $40.  Jft  was 
a  kindness  done  to  the  needy,  and  was  sensibly 
felt  at  the  time,  and  has  been  satisfactorily  re-  j 
membered  ever  [since.  A  note  of  acknowledge 
ment  was  afterwards  given,  and  before  the  close 
of  the  Assembly  a  further  sum  was  handed  from 
the  same  source,  making  in  all  over  $50.  These 
may  appear  small  matters,  but  nothing  is  insig¬ 
nificant  that  goes  to  promote  the  growth  of 
Christ’s  kingdom.  Its  advancement  is  made  by 
the  constant  succession  of  means  apparently 
small.  Rome  was  not  built  in  a  day.” 

It  may  be  added  that  the  delegate,  at  the 
same  time  purchased,  on  his  own  account,  $150 
worth  of  the  Board’s  boqks,  the  greater  part  of 
which,  on  his  return,  was  given  away  ;  also,  that 
the  Rev.  W.  Montgomery,  then  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  sent  to  the  writer  a  full  set  of  the 
presented  to  the  church  of  which  two  of  his  \ 
brothers  were  members.  This  was  accordingly  1 
done.  How  far  these  excellent  books  may  have 

J 

done  good,  the  unfoldings  of  eternity  can  only 
show. 

It  is  proper  to  state  here  that  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Kerr,  of  Fairfield,  Iowa,  has  been  employed  as 
colporteur  for  several  years,  who  has  labored, 
and  is  still  laboring  with  marked  success  in 


bringing  the  volumes  of  the  Board  to  the  notice 
of  the  churches  and  families  within  the  bounds 
of  the  Presbyteries  of  Iowa  and  Fairfield. 
From  a  nervous  affection,  which  impairs  his  ut¬ 
terance,  he  is  unable  to  preach,  except  occasion¬ 
ally.  In  the  department  lie  occupies  he  is 
worthy  of  all  praise  for  his  untiring  dilligence 
and  success.  A  little  anecdote  may  here  be  re¬ 
lated,  somewhat  amusing.  It  is  this:  When 
the  Assembly  was  about  to  adjourn,  the  stated 
clerk  inquired  whether  the  Iowa  Presbytery 
had  sent  any  funds  to  procure  the  minutes  for 
the  members?  A  negative  answer  was  given. 
After  the  Assembly  rose  he  was  conversing  with 
some  one  near  the  moderator’s  chair  about  the 
minutes  for  the  Iowa  Presbytery,  when,  presently 
he  playfully  but  kindly  remarked,  “We  will  send 
the  poor  fellows  the  minutes,  any  way.”  It  has 
often  afforded  an  agreeable  smile,  and  if  the 
stated  clerk  of  that  day  shall  happen  to  see 
this,  he  may  remember  it  with  a  smile  also.  m 
This  number  will  be  closed  by  a  notice  of 
some  incidents  of  a  different  character,  and 
which  is  recorded  “  more  in  sorrow  than  anger,” 
indicating  the  spirit  with  which  some  New 
1  School  and  some  Congregational  ministers  were 
actuated  towards  the  early  missionary  efforts  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  particularly  one  which 
n  ay  stand  as  a  sample  of  others,  occurring  at 
the  organization  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
Madison,  in  1838.  A  short  time  previous  to 
this  a  New  School  church  had  been  formed 
there,  which  the  Bev.  Mr.  Clark  was  supply¬ 
ing.  When  the  meeting  was  held,  with  the 
view  of  forming  a  church  in  connection  with 
the  Old  School,  Mr.  Clark  was  present  with 
Mr.  Edwards,  an  elder  of  his  church.  After  a 
short  season  of  prayer,  in  which  lie  was  invited 
to  take  part,  the  special  business  of  the  meet¬ 
ing  was  brought  up.  Among  the  introductory 
remarks  by  the  missionary  charged  with  this 
duty,  he  stated  for  the  information  of  those 
specially  interested,  that  he  was  there,  by  the 
direction  of  the  Presbytery  -ef  Schuyler,  to  at- 
tend  to  this  business.  Mr.  Cla:  k  rose  at  this 
point,  and  affirmed  that  the  Presbytery  of 
Schuyler  had  given  no  such  direction,  and 
called  upon  Mr.  Edwards  to  sustain  his  affirma¬ 
tion,  which  he  promptly  did.  Mr.  Clark  knew, 
and  those  for  whom  the  meeting  was  called 
knew,  that  reference  was  had  to  the  New 
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School  Schuyler  Presbytery,  adhering  to  the 
Old  School  General  Assembly  (a  division  of  the 
Presbytery  having  previously  taken  place) 
while  lie  and  Mr.  Edwards  (a  mental  reserva¬ 
tion  here)  had  referred  to  the  New  School 
Schuyler  Presbytery,  which  adhered  to  the  New 
School  Assembly.  A  more  disingenuous  and* 
impudent  equivocation  could  hardly  be  imag- j 
ined.  The  missionary  for  a  moment  seemed  to  I 
be  placed  in  no  enviable  position,  in  the  pres- J 
ence  of  an  Assembly  to  which  he  was,  measura¬ 
bly,  at  that  time  a  stanger ;  but  relief  was  at 
hand.  Col.  Patterson,  then  an  elder  at  the  1 
West  Point  church,  now  a  resident  cf  the  city  of 
Keokuk,  and  wdio  was  also  a  delegate  to  the 
Schuylar  Presbytery,  when  this  direction  was 
given,  happened  to  be  present,  who  imme-  ■ 
diately  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  statement  J 
made  by  the  missionary.  Even,  after  this,  with  , 
some  hardihood,  Mr.  Clark  urged  a  debate,  \ 
touching  questions  respecting  New  and  Old  t 
School  measures.  This  was  declined  as  useless,  j 
since  each  had  taken  a  definite  stand.  Failing  » 
in  this,  he,  with  Mr.  Edwards,  and  perhaps  J 
some  others,  left  the  meeting,  and  the  business* 
of  the  meeting  proceeded  to  completion.  No 
explanation  or  apology  by  Mr.  Clark  was  ever  | 
made.  Dr.  Walker  was  chosen  as  a  ruling  ( 
elder,  and  still  holds  the  office  in  the  church  of 
Madison,  wrlio  no  doubt  remembers  the  un- 
0  pleasant  scene,  here  briefly  described.  But  the 
matter  did  not  end  here.  Mr.  Edwards,  wrho 
was  a  printer,  removed  shortly  afterwards  to 
Burlington,  when,  at  an  early  day,  an  article  ap¬ 
peared  in  his  paper,  supposed  to  be  written  by  j 
Mr.  Starr,  a  lawyer  from  New  York,  in  which 
the  same  missionary  was  denounced  as  “a  wolf 
in  sheep’s  clothing,  following  the  footstej^s  of 
the  indefatigable ■  and  pious  Mr.  Clark;  sow¬ 
ing  the  seeds  of  division  in  his  church,  by 
which  he  had  succeeded  in  drawing  off  a  few  j 
members, — ‘more  lost  to  themselves  than  the 
church  they  had  left.’  ”  This  was  but  one  of 
many  similar  incidents,  indicating  the  same 
spirit  acted  out  at  Madison,  Burlington,  Bound 
Prairie,  Iowa  City,  Mt.  Pleasant,  Fairfield, — in 
a  wTord,  at  almost  every  place  for  years,  where 
an  effort  "was  made  to  plant  the  Presbyterian 
standard,  so  that  an  old  and  venerable  friend, 
Mr.  David  Bankin,  a  member  of  the  Bound 


Prairie  church  (now  gone  to  his  rest),  remarked, 
bv  way  of  defence,  respecting  this  unbecoming 
spirit,  “  that  the  apple  tree  that  had  the  best 
fruit,  had  the  most  clubs  under  it.”  This  was 
his  laconic  defence  which  may  or  may  not  be 
applicable  in  the  present  case.  It  will  not  be 
maintained  that  every  thing  wise  and  prudent1 
was  said  and  done  by  the  early  missionaries  of  I 
the  Presbyterian  church.  The  times  were,  emi- 
nently  calculated  to  awaken  an  undue  spirit  in 
reference  to  others,  and  unless  pray  fully  watched 
against  would  prevail.  Let  charity  j  udge  charit¬ 
ably,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will  allow. 
After  a  lapse  of  nearly  thirty  years,  this  ob¬ 
jectionable  spirit  has,  we  believe,  very  much 
abated,  and  evangelical  denominations  are 
planting  churches  side  by  side,  as  it  is  their 
privilege  to  do  in  a  more  kind  and  Christian 
spirit.  The  age  will  not,  and  ought  not  to  allow 
of  exclusive  assumptions.  Still  it  has  been  and  is 
assumed  in  the  spirit  of  it,  by  some  professing 
Christianity,  even  yet.  In  former  times  it  was  j 
more  so.  They  who  read  the  missionary  work 
of  President  Davies,  two  hundred  years  ago,  in 
Virginia,  will  see  liow  great  were  the  efforts  to 
disparage  and  cripple  that  good  man  in  his  no¬ 
ble  work,  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  hardly  al¬ 
lowing  him  the  limited  privilege  of  the  act. 
This  intolerant  spirit  had  a  mischievous  effect 
then,  as  also  now,  whenever  indulged.  Surely 
it  is  time  for  the  different  Protestant  denomina¬ 
tions  to  “study  to  be  quiet,  and  to  do  their  own 

business.”  It  is  a  ground  of  thankfulness  that 
the  spirit  of  charity  is  growing  among  truly 
Christian  people,  not,  it  is  hoped,  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  “  form  of  sound  words,”  or  of  cov¬ 
enanted  obedience,  but  of  that  character  which, 
willingly,  “  thinketli  no  evil'”  B. 

Dec.  21,  18G6. 


CHURCH  DEDICATION.;  f  \ 

Messrs'.  Editors— The  new  Presbyterian 
church  at  Bloomfield,  Iowa,  was  dedicated 
on  Sabbath,  December  29,  1867.  It  was 
a  solemn  and  joyous  day  to  our  young 
and  promising  church  there.  Since  their 
organization  by  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Sharon  in 
August,  1864,  they  have  had,  until  now, 
no  house  of  worship  of  their  own — hold¬ 
ing  their  services  irregularly,  and  at  in¬ 
convenient  hours  in  the  Baptist  church. 
Though  few  in  number,  yet  under  the 
efficient  leadership  of  brother  Sharon 
they  engaged  heartily  and  vigorously  in 
the  work  of  building.  The  Board  Ox 
Church  Extension  rendered  prompt  and 
liberal  assistance,  and  the  outside  com¬ 
munity  looked  upon  the  enterprise  with, 
favour,  and  now  they  have  a  substantial, 
comfortable,  and  neat  house  of  worship, 
thirty-six  by  forty-five  feet  in  dimensions, 
finished  and  furnished  in  good  taste,  at  a 
cost  of  about  §2500.  The  dedication 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  J.  M. 
M«Elroy,  after  which  cash  and  subscrip¬ 
tions  were  received  amounting  to  §465, 
to  complete  payment  for  the  building. 
The  formal  dedication,  with  prayer,  was 
then  made  by  the  pastor,  the  Rev.  J.  C. 
Sharon,  to  whose  labours,  under  God,  the 
church  is  indebted  for  its  existence,  as 
well  as  growth.  Bloomfield  is  a  thriving 
;  county  seat  in  the  southern  tier  of  coun¬ 
ties,  some  60  miles  from  the  Mississippi, 

;  and  12  miles  from  the  Missouri  line.  It 

•  is  beautifully  situated,  has  a  population 
of  some  1800,  and  is  on  the  line  of  the  St. 
Louis  and  Cedar  Rapids  Railroad,  which 
is  in  a  forward  state  of  construction.  The 

;  choice  farm  land  in  the  vicinity,  improved 
;  and  unimproved,  affords  fine  inducements 
to  enterprising  settlers.  Presbyterians 
seeking  a  home  in  the  West  might  doj 

*  well  to  correspond  with  J.  L.  McNeil, 

|  who  is  one  of  the  elders  in  the  Bloomfield 

church.  Did  the  Church  at  large  under- 
I  stand  the  sacrifices,  and  toils,  and  de¬ 
votedness  of  brother  Sharon,  and  others 
j  like  him  labouring  in  the  domestic  field, 

;  and  did  they  know  the  exceeding  promise 
of  the  “fields  white  unto  the  harvest,” 
surely  they  would  not  allow  the  treasury 
of  the  Lord  to  be  empty,  nor  compel  the 
Board  to  say  No,  as  they  have  been, 
doing,  to  our  requests.  J.  M.  M. 


(Copy) 


Osceola , Iowa , April  24,1869 


Rev* Sheldon  Jackson , 

Rear  Brother: 

By  the  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Res  Moines  in  session 
at  Osceola, April  2.2nd, 23rd, and  24th, you 
are  appointed  and  invited  to  act  as  Dis¬ 
trict  Missionary  in  Central  and  Western 
Iowa, as  far  as  this  Presbytery  has  juris¬ 
diction. 

( sign© d)  Re v • R. S . Tappan , 

Moderator , 

J.  M.  Batchelder 

Stated  Clerk, 

Geo.  Kruck, 

T  e  rnp  orary  Clerk. 


(Co]3y ) 

Rev .Sheldon  Jackson, 

Rear  Brother: 

You  are  hereby  appointed  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Missouri  River  as  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Missions  for  Western  Iowa,Fe-  * 
braska, Dakota, Idaho , Mon tana, Wyoming  and 
Utah,  or  as  far  as  our  jurisdiction  ex¬ 
tends. 

Rone  in  Session  at  Sioux  City, 
Iowa, the  1st  Ray  of  May , A. R. ,1869. 

(signed)  C.R. Roberts , 

Moderator, 

J.T. Baird, 

Stated  Clerk, 
T.H. Cleland, 


Temporary  Clerk 
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Rev •Sheldon  Jackson, 

Dear  Brother: 

The  Presbytery  of  Port 
Dodge  have  heartily  concurred  in  the  action 
of  the  Presbyteries  of  Des  Moines  and 
Missouri  River, and  do  hereby  unanimously 
appoint  you  Superintendent  of  Missions  in 
our  bounds. 

Done  in  Session  at  Clarksville, 
Iowa,  this  8th  day  of  May,  1869. 

(signed)  R.  Merrill, 

Moderator  , 

Geo.  Graham, 

Stated  Clerk, 
Samuel  Rees, 
Temporary  Clerk. 
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HOME  TRAVELS. 

■'iia/y  ytw*  —  /  y 

We  are  now  “  west  of  the  Mississippi” 
at  Council  Bluffs,  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Missouri,  distant  from  Clinton  three 
hundred  and  fifty-five  and  from  Chi¬ 
cago  four  hundred  and  ninety  miles. 
The  country  between  the  rivers,  for 
the  most  part,  is  a  rolling,  fertile  prai¬ 
rie,  resting  on  the  usual  lime  and  sand¬ 
stone  foundations  that  were  originally  laid 
in  the  bottom  of  what  was,  at  one  time, 
the  great  inland  ocean  of  America.  The 
smaller  rivers,  for  more  than  two  thirds  of 
the  distance  across  the  State  of  Iowa  trend 
southeastward  towards  the  Mississippi, 
forming  the  many  counter  valleys  for  which 
this  State  is  noted,]  and  exposing  to  view, 
and  rendering  accessible  valuable  marble 
or  coal  deposits  which  are  now,  in  many 
localities,  being  discpvered. 

The  Summit  level,”  or  highest  ground 
on  the  C.  and  N.  W.  R.  R.,  between  Clin¬ 
ton  and  Council  Bluffs,  or  between  the 
two  great  rivers,  is  at  a  town  appropriately 
named  “  Tip  Top,”  less  than  one  hundred 
miles  from  the  Missouri  and  in  elevation 
nearly  one  thousand  feet  above  the  bed 
of  either  stream.  While  the  “eastern 
slope  is  consequently  much  the  larger, 
the  western,  we  observed,  contains  the 
richer  lands.  In  fact  the  Missouri  valley 
is  one  prodigious  deposit  of  earths,  which, 
on  the  hills  at  Council  Bluffs,  is  some  two 
hundred  feet  in  depth.  The  great  stream 
which  flows  through  this  must,  of  neces- 
sity,  be  a  “muddy  river.”  It’  is,  never¬ 
theless,  a  good  riyer,  whose  pure  origin  in 
the  snows  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  and 
whose  almost  fabulous  navigable  capacity, 
(boats  run  2,300  miles  above  Council 
Bluffs,)  should  cover  a  multitude  of  secd- 
mentary  infiltrations. 

There  are  fifty-five  towns]  and  stations 
on  the  C.  and  N.  W.  R.  R.,  between  Ful¬ 
ton  and  Omaha,  many  of  which,  of  course, 
are  small,  but  some  of  which  are  justly  en¬ 
titled  to  the  name  of  cities.  As  before 
stated,  but  eight  of  these  contain  churches 


in  our  connection.  The  first  six  of  these 
churches  occur  within  the  first  one  huiV 
dred  and  forty  miles  west  of  Clintcm, 
which,  it  will  be  observed,  is  the  same 
number  found  within  the  first  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  miles  on  the  same  road 
west  of  Chicago.  The  order  in  which 
they  occur  is  as  follows  :  Clinton,  Mechan- 
icsville,  Mt.  Vernon,  Cedar  Rapids,  Nor¬ 
way,  Blairstown,  Tama  City. 

The  remaining  two  churches  of  the 
eight  are  located  at  New  Jefferson  and  ! 
Council  Bluffs,  the  first  about  one  hundred 
and  the  second  two  hundred  miles  west  of 
Tama.  It  will  be  seen  that  Presbyterian¬ 
ism  has  moved  Westward  over  this  line 
from  Chicago  with  wonderful  regularity, 
until  it  reaches  the  vicinity  of  this  “  Sum¬ 
mit  level”  in  Iowa.  At  this  point  it  seems 
to  glance  upward,  passing  clear  over  “  Tip 
Top”  and  some  thirty  more  towns ,  and 
finally  settles  again  on.  the  bluffs  of  the 
Missouri  river.  Whether  this  “  high  ! 
ground,”  which  in  this  instance  Presbyte¬ 
rianism  has  evidently  refused  to  take  pos¬ 
session  of,  is  more  the  primal  cause  of  its 
absence  than  the  Board  of  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions,  is  a  question  we  leave  with  the  read¬ 
er.  The  fact,  however,  that  we  have  no 
churches  in  our  connection — save  the  two 
mentioned — on  the  last  two  hundred  miles 
of  this  great  highway  between  the  oceans, 
is  a  sad  commentary  on  some  of  the  chap¬ 
ters  of  our  missionary  history. 

MECHANICSVILLE. 

We  found  our  church  at  this  point  con 
taining  nearly  one  hundred  members,  with 
a  flourishing  Sunday  school,  entirely  self- 
supporting,  in  possession  of  a  very  neat 
and  commodious  frame  building,  and  rap¬ 
idly  growing  under  the  care  of  our  young 
brother,  Rev.  J.  W.  Knott,  a^graduate  of 
our  Seminary  in  Chicago.  We  feel  confi¬ 
dent  that  Mr.  K*.  is  laying  the  foundation 
for  a  large  church  in  this  growing  and  im¬ 
portant  town. 

MT.  VERNON. 

We  found  our  church  here,  numbering 


sixty  members,  likewise  in  possession  of  a 
building,  but  without  a  pastor.  A 
flfne  opportunity  is  open  here  for  some  one 
to  build  up  a  church.  The  location  is 
pleasant  and  convenient,  and  we  are  cer¬ 
tain  the  membership  are  ready  to  co-ope¬ 
rate  to  the  extent  of  their  ability.  Ad¬ 
dress,  “  Elders  Presbyterian  church,  Mt. 
Vernon,  Iowa.” 

CEDAR  RAPIDS. 


mend  to  young  men  in  search  of  fields. 

TAMA  CITY. 

We  found  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Martin  in 
charge  of  the  Presbyterian  church  at  this 
point.  Toledo,  two  miles  north,  is  how¬ 
ever  his  place  of  residence,  where  he  also 
has  a  church.  The  two  together  consti¬ 
tute  a  fine  field.  Tama  is  a  thriving  vil¬ 
lage,  in  which  we  hope  our  cause  will  in¬ 
crease  with  its  growth. 


This  is  one  of  the  most  important  inland 
towns  on  the  line,  containing  a  population 
of  some  seven  thousand,  which,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  water-power  advantages  afford¬ 
ed  by  the  rapids  at  this  point  on  the  Cedar 
river,  enjoys  the  facilities  of  another  rail¬ 
road  leading  north  to  Dubuque.  It  is 
eighty-two  miles  west  of  Clinton.  Its  first 
log  cabin  was  erected  in  1838.  It  now 
contains  two  self-supporting  Presbyterian 
churches,  representing  both  branches. 
The  one  in  our  connection  is  in  charge  of 
Rev.  John  Frothingham,  who  has  been 
recentlv  called,  and  whom  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  here  for  the  first  time 
since  our  paths  diverged  at  Princeton,  N.J. 
We  believe  he  is  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place.  The  church  numbers  one 
hundred  and  ninety  members,  and  contains 
a  flourishing  Sunday  school.  There  is  at 
this  point  a  hopeful  nucleus  of  a  Presby¬ 
terian  college,  known  as  the  Parsons  Sem¬ 
inary.  A  fine  building  has  already  been 
erected,  and  the  school  successfully  opened. 

NORWAY. 

Here  we  have  an  organization  of  fifteen 
members,  but  neither  a  building  nor  min¬ 
ister.  The  members  we  met  were,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  persevering  kind,  and  there  is 
much  hope  of  ultimate  success. 

BLAIRSTOYV'N. 

We  were  much  pleased  with  our  visit 
here,  but  regret  to  add  we  found  this 
church  of  twenty-four  members  also  with¬ 
out  a  pastor.  Norway  is  so  conveniently 
near  that  these  two  u  vacancies  ”  could 
be  easily  supplied  by  one  man.  This  is 
another  point  we  most  heartily  recom- 


NEW  JEFFERSON. 

Another  vacant  church,  with  some  twen¬ 
ty  or  thirty  members,  which  we  commend 
to  those  in  search  of  fields.  It  is  one  of 
the  most  promising  vacant  points  on  this 
line.  From  here  our  railroad  follows  the 
beautiful  valley  of  the  Boyer  river  until 
within  a  few  miles  of 

COUNCIL  BLUFFS. 

The  population  of  this  city  is  not  far 
from  ten  thousand.  It  is  most  beautifully 
located  on  and  under  the  softly-toned  and 
glen-indented  bluffs  of  the  Missouri,  490 
miles  west  of  Chicago,  and  550  east  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains.  It  wears  the  airs  of  a 
genuine  city,  and  aspires  to  be  what  we 
believe  it  will  realize,  the  great  leading 
'  city  of  this  richest  of  all  valleys.  Already 
four  prominent  railways  terminate  here,  on 
whose  side  tracks,  as  we  were  credibly 
informed,  were  standing  six  miles  of  loaded 
freight  cars  the  day  of  our  arrival.  The 
roads  completed  are  the  C.  &  N.  W.,  the 
C.  B.  &  St.  Jo.,  the  C.  B.  &  S.  C.,  and  the 
U.  P.  The  latter  have  purchased  1,100 
acres  of  land  for  transfer  grounds,  which 
when  arranged  for  the  business  to  be  done, 
will  constitute  a  little  city  of  itself.  It 
seems  singular  that  this  road  should  ter¬ 
minate  on  this  side  of  the  Missouri,  but 
such  is  the  fact,  which  must  greatly  en¬ 
hance  the  value  of  property  adjacent. 
The  Rock  Island  and  Pacific  road  will  cer¬ 
tainly  be  completed  to  this  point  next 
summer.  The  American  Central ;  the  St 
Louis,  Chillicothe  and  Chicago  and  Bur-, 
lington,  and  the  Burlington  and  Missouri 
^roads  are  in  contemplation,  with  fair  pros- 


pects  of  being  eventually  completed.  the  different  ecclesiasticaLbodies.  In 


With  such  railroad  privileges,  and  the  dition  to 'the  five  public  schools,  we  find  a|: 
fact  that  the  city  is  about  in  the  centre  of  flourishing  seminary  for  young 


VJ 


the  continent,  we  are  not  surprised  to  find  charge  of  Rev.  George  L.  Little.  Of  news-  jj 


it  entertaining  almost  the  hope  of  some 
day  becoming  the  capital  of  the  United 
States. 


papers  published,  there  are  four,  three  oft  | 
which  are  dailies,  “viz.:  The  Nonpareil ,  1  », 
the  Democrat ,  and  the  Evening  Bugle . 


Many  of  its  private  residences  are  state-  The  first  named  is  one  of  the  largest  a 
ly  and  elegant,  while  some  of  its  public  leading  dailies  of  Iowa.  It  has  been 
buildings  would  be  an  ornament  to  much  cided  to  locate  at  this  point  the  S 
larger  cities,  among  which  is  the  Court.  Asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  for  whic 
House,  costing  $50,000.  We  find  the  purpose  large  appropriations  have  already 
school  and  church  accommodations  am-  been  made.  With  these  moral,  .educa;^ 
pie  and  of  the  first  order.  The  church  in  tional,  and  commercial  advantages,  and 
our  connection,  the  leading  one  of  the  located  in  one  of  the  richest  valleys  in  the^ 


place,  is  working  harmoniously  and  pros¬ 
perously  under  the  care  of  Rev.  T.  H. 
Cleland,  Jr.  It  contains  one  hundred 
and  eighty  members,  three  elders,  a  Sun¬ 
day  school  of  two  hundred  scholars  in 
charge  of  Rev.  G.  L.  Little,  and  occupies 
a  brick  edifice  which  cost  near  $20,000. 
It  was  organized  Oct.  12th,  1846,  with 
thirteen  members.  A  bell  costing  $800 
has  been  recently  put  in  position.  Mr.  C. 
is  a  graduate  of  Centre  College,  and  of 
Princeton  Seminary.  He  is  a  young  man 
of  more  than  ordinary  talent,  very  much 
beloved  by  his  congregation.  He  came 
to  this  charge  in  August,  1866.  Being 


world,  Council  Bluffs,  if  we  know  anythii 
about  the  “  science  of  cities,”  is  destii 
yet  to  rank  among  the  leading  busii 
centres  of  the  Northwest. 

For  the  many  kindnesses  received  wO 
visiting  this  place,  we  desire  to  ret 
our  special  thanks,  not  the  least  of  whfi 
was  a  very  pleasant  half-days’  sleigh-rid^ 
with  the  pastor  and  our  friend,  J.  M.  Pal¬ 
mer,  through  the  many  winding  and  pic] 
turesque  glens  that  environ  the  city. 

McClure,  f 


the  nephew  of  T.  H.  Cleland,  D.D.,  and 


grandson  of  Dr.  Thomas  Cleland,  whose 
life  has  been  published  by  Dr.  Humphrey, 
and  having  five  relations  of  the  same 
name  in  the  ministry  of  our  denomination, 
it  is  with  him,  as  generally  in  such  instan¬ 
ces,  natural  to  preach  the  gospel.  We 
wish  him  a  long  life  of  increasing  useful¬ 
ness  in  his  present  charge. 

Of  other  religious  denominations  rep¬ 
resented  by  churches,  we  find  here  the 
Methodist,  organized  in  1850  ;  the  Congre¬ 
gational,  organized  in  1853  ;  the  Episco¬ 
pal,  in  1856  ;  the  Baptist,  German  Luther¬ 
an,  United  Brethren,  and  Roman  Catholic. 
It  is  with  pleasure  we  record,  in  addition 
to  these  churches,  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association,  organized  in  1867,  and 
now  numbering  a  large  ^membership  fro 


South-West  Iowa  and  Presbyterianig] 

Messrs.  Editors  : — It  was  my  pleasant 
thi3  last  Summer  to  ride,  as  a  Presbyterii 
missionary,  quite  extensively  over  the  Sol 
south-western  counties  of  Iowa — Fremont 
Page,  Montgomery,  and  Mills.  I  write  no^j 
to  place  this  interesting  field  before  Presbytej 


rians,  who  desire  a  new  western  home.  TJI 


facts  given  are  from  personal  observati/j 
having  ridden  six  hundred  miles  over  ties!.  , , 
counties  this  Summer,  having  resided  in  thed 
in  previous  years,  and  from  letters  lately  re  j 
caived  from,  actual  settlers.  Iowa  is  one  o j 
the  best  States  in  the  Union  in  education!, 
temperance,  and  religion.  “  It  is  the  mo^' 
Presbyterian  State  west  of  the  Mississippi.!  U  , 
These  four  counties  form  a  square  of  for^e 
eight  miles.  Land  unimproved  is  worth  frog  * 
seven  to  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre.  Im¬ 
proved,  from  fifteen  to  fifty.  All  the  cereals  j  - 
vegetables,  and  fruits  of  Ohio  and  Pennsyl  V 
vania  are  produced  ;  in  most  cases  more  abun  ^ 
dantly  than  in  them.  Timber  is  plenty ;  \ 

soft  woods  along  the  streams  ;  the  hard  wqe 
on  the  bluffs  and  higher  prairies.  Waf  p 
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rich,  and  nearly  every  foot  of  it  is  cultivable. 
Streams  aro  numerous  and  perennial,  forming 
;  a  narrow-lined  network  of  timber  all  over  the 
greatly  varied  surface  of  bottom,  low  and 
high,  bluff  and  rolling  prairie. 

If  you  take  your  stand  in  Fremont  County, 
on  the  bank  of  tho  Missouri  River,  opposite 
Nebraska  City,  and  look  eastward,  you  see  a 
bottom  varying  from  three  to  ten  miles  in 
width,  fringed  on  your  side  with  timber,  and 
bounded  on  its  eastern  side  by  bluffs  which 
separate  It  from  the  high  rolling  prairie  far¬ 
ther  east.  This  bluff,  for  a  width  of  more 
than  five  miles,  is  mostly  covered  with  tim¬ 
ber.  Here,  directly  east  of  you  twelve  mile?, 
is  Sidney,  the  county  seat.  It  has  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  inhabitants,  four  church  edifices,  hand¬ 
some  court  house,  and  a  thriving  country 
trade.  Our  church  numbers  forty  members, 
under  charge  of  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  who  has 
several  out-stations.  On  a  line  twelve  miles 
north  of  Sidney,  is  Tabor — New  England 
“out  West.”  It  has  a  fine  young  college,  and 
two  hundred  inhabitants,  nearly  all  Congre- 
gationalists.  On  the  same  line,  south  twelve 
miles,  is  Hamburg,  with  a  population  of  fif¬ 
teen  hundred— the  population  of  all  the  coun¬ 
ty  seats.  It  has  three  church  edifices,  is  on 
the  C.  B.  and  St.  Joe  railroad,  and  is  growing 
fast,  having  put  up  fifty  new  houses  this  year* 
lb  will  have  from  three  to  five  railroads  in  a 
few  years,  and  promises  to  be  the  largest  town 
in  the  four  eounties.  We  have  about  fifteen 
members  unorganized  there.  Again  twelve 
miles  east  of  Sidney,  on  the  edge  of  Page 
County,  is  Manti,  a  settlement  of  seventy- five 
families.  They  have  a  handsome  two-roomed  1 
school  house,  capable  of  seating  two  hundred, 
two  stores,  shops,  and  a  hotel.  We  have  eight 
members  there.  To  get  to  Manti,  you  cross 
the  two  Nishnabatonas,  streams  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  from  ten  to 
twenty  yards  in  width.  They  are  five  mile? 
apart,  each  with  its  strip  of  bottom.  The 
“  divide  ”  between  rolls  gently,  and  is  very 
beautiful. 

East  of  Manti  twenty-five  miles  isClarinda, 
county  seat  of  Page.  This  is  the  most  Pres¬ 
byterian  town  in  this  section.  Our  church 
there  numbers  one  hundred,  under  charge  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Westcott,  and  has  a  good  edifice. 
There  are  four  other  churches  in  tho  town. 
The  high  school  is  most  excellent,  and  the 
grammar  and  primary  departments  are  well 
and  ably  taught.  The  whole  is  under  charge 
of  one  of  our  members,  who  ha3  brought  all 
•  the  schools  of  tho  county  to  a  high  standard 


lluriBg  hi^uperintendencyT  The  woolen  fac-^ 
tory  is  widely  known.  The  county  has  at 
least  five  hundred  Calvinists  in  it.  \ou  can  J 
judge  of  its  high  moral  tone  irom  that!  South  -  * 

east  of  Olarinrift  twelve  milesj3|1^mlfy'T~^aau ' 
Eyl vania  “  out  West.”  There  is  a  fine  acade¬ 
my  here,  a  Cor  gregational  and  U.  P.  church. 
We  have  twenty- three  members  soon  to  be  or¬ 
ganized  under  Rev.  Mr.  Randolph,  who  also 
supplies  our  church  of  Pleasant  Ridge  nine 
miles  east  of  Amity,  where  we  have  twelve 
of  a  membership  organized.  Twelve  miles 
north  of  Pleasant  Ridge  is  Hawleyville,  on 
the  East  Nodaway,  while  Clarinda  is  on  the 
West  Nodaway.  These  streams  are  very  sim¬ 
ilar  to  the  “Nishwas.”  Intermediate  to  the 
“  Nishwas  ”  and  Ncdaways  are  the  three 
Tarkois,  smaller  streams,  and  flowing  into  all 
seven  of  these  are  beautiful  creeks,  large  and 
small.  At  Hawleyville  we  have  twelve  mem¬ 
bers.  It  is  a  pretty  little  town  with  good 
stores,  a  mill,  and  a  well  taught  school.  It 
has  also  a  Methodist  church. 

Ten  miles  north  of  Hawleyville  is  Nodaway, 
on  the  B.  &  M.  railroad,  where  we  have  an 
incomplete  organization  of  fifteen  members. 
Near  this  is  the  enterprising  town  of  Villisca, 
at  the  junction  of  East  and  Middle  Nodaway 
— a  third  of  the  name.  The  former  town  is 
in  Adams  County,  the  latter,  in  Montgomery. 
Twenty-five  miles  westward  now,  crossing 
the  West  Ncdaway,  is  Red  Oak  Junction, 
county  seat  of  the  latter  county,  where  Rev. 
Y.  G-.  Sheeley  preaches  to  our  church  of  thir¬ 
ty  members.  This  delightful  town  is  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  East  Nishnabatona.  We 
have  no  other  church,  and  only  a  few  other 
people  in  this  county.  It  is  the  most  sparsely 
settled  of  the  four.  Thirty  miles  farther 
westward  on  this  B.  &  M.  railroad,  is  Glen- 
wood — well  named  and  beautifully  situated  on 
the  southern  slope  of  a  wooded  hill.  We 
have  thirteen  members  in  our  organization. 
There  are  four  church  edifices,  soldiers’  or¬ 
phans’  home,  and  its  full  complement  of 
store?,  manufactories,  <fcc.  It  is  rising  fast. 
Glenwood  is  about  twelve  miles  north  of  Ta¬ 
bor,  on  the  line  of  Sidney  and  Hamburg.  It 
is  tho  county  seat  of  Mills.  Then  from  this 
point  you  view  the  Missouri  bottom  again, 
which  is  here  ten  mile3  in  width,  and  is  oppo¬ 
site  Plattsmoutb,  Nebraska,  twenty -five  miles 
north  of  Nebraska  City.  The  two  northern 
counties  are  as  fertile,  well  watered  and  tim¬ 
bered  as  the  southern  tier.  You  meet  school 
houses  m  every  one  of  the  numerous  settle- 
ments  in  grove,  on  creek,  or  prairie. 


T  sincerely  BSHevo  there  is  no  more  beaUh- 
fui  and  inviting  field  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Missouri,  especially  for  our  Presbyterian 
rethren  Tnere  are  many  self-denials  of 
course.  The  churches  are  small  in  most 
cases  ;  but  still  they  are  centres  of  religious 
and  educational  life,  and  in  a  few  years  will 
be  all  that  any  Christian  settler  could  wish 
Edifices  and  pastors  will  soon  follow  the  fiock. 

.  6  smaU  bands  there  are  watching  and  wait¬ 
ing  for  the  new  life  and  activity  of  the  re- or¬ 
ganized  Church  to  set  them  up  and  keep  them 
going  under  God's  rich  blessing.  Next  Spring 
promises  largely  for  them.  Who  will  ccme 
to  their  help?  Those  desiring  information 
can  address  in  Fremont  County,  Judge  Sears, 
Sidney  ;  Dr.  J.  A.  Taylor,  Hamburg:  or 
Martin  H.  Galt,  Manti.  In  Page-A.  Lo- 
rantz,  Clarinda;  Nathan  Axtell,  Brady  villej 
or  Stepeen  McAlpine,  Hawleyville.  In  Mont- 
gomery  J.  P.  Brown,  Yillisea;  or  Kev.  y. 

G.  Sheeley,  Bed  Oak  Junction.  In  Mills _ 

Dr.  D.  F.  Eakin,  Glenwood.  These  gentle  ’ 
men  possess,  and  will  furnish  all  desired  in 
format!^.  Darles. 

Chicaao.  Ill,,  Nov.  20,  1869. 


WAYSIDE  JOTTINGS. 

Editors  Presbyter: — Allow  me 
to  say  a  word  or  two  about  a  very 
interesting  portion  of  the  Missouri 
River  Presbytery,  in  South-western 
Iowa.  In  my  last  letter  I  gave  some 
account  of  Nebraska  City.  Directly 
east  of  that  place  about  twelve  miles 
is  the  town  of  Sidney,  in  Fremont 
county,  Iowa, — said  by  good  judges 
to  be  the  finest  county  in  the  State. 
Sidney  is  a  very  nice  town  of  about 
twelve  hundred  inhabitants.  We 
have  there  a  small  but  vigorous 
church  organization,  and  just  now 
greatly  in  need  of  a  minister.  The 
Rev.  H.  H.  White  has  been  pastor  of 
this  church,  but,  on  account  of  fail¬ 
ing  health,  has  been  obliged  to  de¬ 
sist  from  the  active  duties  of  the 
ministry.  I  regard  this  as  a  very 
desirable  field.  The  membership  of 
the  church  is  made  up  of  choice  ma¬ 
terials,  and  would  be  very  liberal  in 
the  support  of  a  pastor. 

The  Hon.  E.  H.  Sears,  a  memb''£i 

o^^essi^i8^nano^^l^N^_ 
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ing  and  character,  and  well  known 
all  over  South-western  Iowa  as  a  f.  ,1; 
gentleman  of  talent  and  public  spir¬ 
it.  I  hope  some  good  brother  will 
find  his  way  to  this  field;  for  it  is 
white  already  to  the  harvest. 

Passing  on  east  about  thirty-five 
miles,  we  come  to  Clarinda,  the 
county-seat  of  Page  county,  with  a 
population  of  about  twelve  or  fifteem 
hundred.  This  town  and  county 
were  especially  interesting  to  me  for, 
two  reasons : 

First,  this  county  has  more  Presby¬ 
terians  in  it  than  any  other  in  Iowa, 
except  perhaps  Washington.  In  the 
town  the  Old  School  Presbyte¬ 
rians  have  a  good  church  of  about 
one  hundred  members,  now  without 
a  pastor,  but  in  a  week  or  two  will 
probably  have  one.  This  would  be 
a  delightful  field  of  labor.  The  peo¬ 
ple  are  harmonious  and  liberal. 

This  church  has  a  noble  record  from  j 
the  beginning.  Its  present  hopeful 
condition  is  to  he  traced,  under  God, 
to  the  faith  and  patience  of  a  few 
faithful  workers.  There  is  also  a 
U.  P.  Church  in  town  of  about  sixty 
members.  About  three  miles  from 
town  there  is  a  large  church  of  Cov¬ 
enanters — between  two  and  three 
hundred  members.  Another  U.  P. 

Church,  ten  miles  distant,  of  about 
the  same  size.  I  suppose  in  the 
county,  of  about  eight  thousand  in¬ 
habitants,  there  are  about  one  thou¬ 
sand  Presbyterians.  j  \ 

The  second  thing  of  interest  is  the 
fine  graded  school  at  Clarinda.  This 
is  certainly  one  of  the  noblest  insti¬ 
tutions  of  the  kind  in  the  North¬ 
west.  It  consists  of  six  grades  or 
schools — commencing  with  the  pri- 

L  .  . 
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Two  years  ago  last  fall  the  Synods  of 
Iowa,  New  School  and  Old^cMol,  each 
appointed  a  Committee  of  Correspondence, 
etc.,  looking  to  a  union  of  the  Presbyte¬ 
rian  strength  of  Iowa  in  founding  a  college 
or  university  worthy  of  the  name  and  of 
the  denomination  we  represent,  somewhere 
■within  our  own  commonwealth.  And 
whilst  for  the  period  of  two  years  no  for¬ 
mal  meeting  was  held,  or  decisive  steps 
taken,  something  was  accomplished  in  the 
way  of  mutual  conference  to  harmonize 
diverse  views,  and  to  wake  up  an  interest 
in  the  great  work  of  Christian  education. 

’ "  Hence  at  our  late  meetings  of  the  three 
Synods  of  Iowa,  each  appointed  a  com¬ 
mittee,  more  earnestly  to  consider  this 
matter,  and  if  possible  prepare  the  way  for 
action.  Pursuant  to  this  a'  joint  meeting 
of  the  three  committees  was  held  in  the 
city  of  Cedar  Rapids  on  the  27th  ult.,  re¬ 
sulting  in  mucli  unanimity  of  view  and  of 
interest.  Members  present  as  follows :  Of 
the  New  School  Synod,  Rev.  Messrs.  S.  G-. 
Spees,  D.D.,  S.  S.  Howe,  J.  O.  Rice,  F.  L. 
Arnold,  N.  C.  Robinson,  C.  W.  Treadwell, 
and  A.  M,  Heizer,  and  elders  .J,  F.  Ely,  M. 
D.,  and  Alex.  Danskin ;  and  of  the  Old 
School,  Rev.  Messrs.  J.  D.  Mason,  J.  M. 
Boggs,  J.  Armstrong,  and  A.  A.  Dinsmore. 
Upon  convening  in  the  Young  Men’s  Chris¬ 
tian  Association  rooms,  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason, 
of  Davenport,  was  chosen  Chairman,  and 
Rev.  S.  G.  Spees,  D.D.,  of  Dubuque,  Sec¬ 
retary.  After  a  season  of  devotional  exer¬ 
cises  of  much  interest,  the  object  of  the 


Oenool  were  of  one  mind  in  desiring  a 
■college  or  university.  It  furthermore  ap¬ 
peared  that  the  committee  of  the  New 
School  contemplated  more  particularly 
availing  themselves  of  what  is  known  as 
the  “  Coe  bequest,”  or  donation  of  80  acres 
of  land,  adjoining  the  limits  of  the  city  of 
Oedar  Rapids,  now  valued  at  abont  $40,- 
000,  on  which  is  erected  the  Parsons  Sem¬ 
inary,  at  a  cost  of  near  $25,000,  and  also 
looking  to  the  realization  of  the  “  Parson’s 
bequst  ”  of  4,000  acres  of  land  at  differ¬ 
ent  points  within  the  State. 

Both  of  these  bequests  are  made  to  the 

Synod  of  Iowa,  New  School,  until 
such  time  as  the  reunion  of  the  Old  and 
New  Schools  shall  be  consummated,  when 
they  are  to  become  the  property  of  the 
joint  body.”  Consequently  the  commit¬ 
tees  of  the  Old  School  could  take  no  offic¬ 
ial  part,  whilst  the  committee  of  the  New 
School,  a  majority  of  whom  were  present 
and  under  instruction  of  their  Synod  “  to 
locate  the  institution,  incorporate  the 
same,  and  appoint  a  Financial  Secretary 
to  secure  an  endowment,  etc,”  were  ready' 
for  decisive  action.  In  this  Conference  it 
is  thought  the.animus  of  the  two  Schools, 
.as  they  now  stand,  was  pretty  fairly  and 
cordially  and  earnestly  represented.  Af¬ 
ter  two  sittings,  and  all  had  opportunity 
of  being  fully  heard,  the  Confeience  ad¬ 
journed  with  prayer  and  apostolic  benedic¬ 
tion. 

Before  separating,  the  committee  of  the 
u  other  branch  ”  resolved  to  defer  action 
as  to  a  theological  seminary  until  further 
instructions  from  their  Synod,  but  pro¬ 


Conference  was  first  stated  by  the  Chair¬ 
man,  representing  the  Old  School  com¬ 
mittees,  and  by  Dr.  Spees,  representing  the 
New  School.  It  now  appeared  that  the 
committee  of  the  New  School  were  in¬ 
structed  by  their  Synod  to  labor  specially 
with  a  view  to  a  “  Theological  Seminary,” 
which  they  maintained  was  their  great 

need  in  the  West ;  whilst  those  of  the  Old 

r  ’ 


ceeded  and  located  their  institution  at  Ce¬ 
dar  Rapids,  on  the  Coe-donation  of  land, 
adopting  the  Parsons  Seminary  as  the  aca¬ 
demic  department  thereof,  and  determining 
to  take  measures  to  open  the  collegiate  by 
the  autumn  of  the  present  year. 

This  new  college  site  is  covered  with  a 
beautiful  grove  of  forest  timber,  and 
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tains  also  excellent  springs  of  living  water, 
one  of  which  is  in  the  basement  of  the 
Seminary.  Ten  acres  of  it  is  in  process  of 
grading,  cultivation,  and  adornment  as  the; 
College  green.  The  institution  already 
contains  near  100  pupils,  under  the  prin- 
cipalship  of  Rev.  Prof.  Goodale,  and  three 
lady  assistants.  It  is  in  much  favor  with  the 
citizens  of  Cedar  Rapids,  who  have  done 
themselves  great  credit  in  the  provisions 
and  opening  of  the  Seminary.  The  city 
is  chiefly  on  the  east  bank  or  bluffs  of  the 
Cedar  river,  and  contains  a  population  of 
from  three  to  four  thousand,  and  is  in  a 
very  healthful  and  growing  condition.  It 
is  on  the  line  of  the  Chicago  and  North¬ 
western  railroad,  and  is  the  terminus  of  the 
Dubuque  and  Southwestern  railroad  ;  also 
the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  and  Water¬ 
loo  railroad,  North  and  South,  will  soon  be 
completed  through  it.  There  are  two 
strong  Presbyterian  churches  therein  ;  the 
first  (Little  Muddy)  New  School,  Bro. 
Knox  the  esteemed  pastor,  are  just  complet¬ 
ing  a  most  substantial  and  beautiful  church 
edifice,  costing  about  thirty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  And  what  is  better,  the  dews  of 
heaven  seem  now  to  be  distilling  upon  the 
church  proper.  The  Second  chnrch,  Old 
School,  now  under  the  ministerial  care  of 
Rev.  John  Frothingham,are  in  a  prosperous 
condition,  and  contemplate  soon  either  the 
enlargement  of  their  edifice,  or  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  a  new  one.  On  the  west  side  of 

the  river — Kingston — there  is  also  a  Uni- 
The  Committees  ui  our  own  oynous,  ue- J 

fore  adjourning,  resolved  to  call  another 
I  meeting  immediately  after  the  General  As- 
i  semblies  of  next  May  shall  have  made  their 
|  deliverance  (or  deliverances)  on  the  subject 
!  of  reunion.  There  was  but  one  mind  that 
through  all  our  Presbyteries  and  Synods, 
the  demands  of  a  college  of  a  high  order 
are  becoming  more  and  more  imperative 
every  day.  Is  there  not  in  all  our  churches 
some  one  or  more,  of  large  means  and 


large  liearte,  who  could  settle  this  question 
most  happily  by  some  such  bequests  or. 
contributions,  as  our  New  School  brethren 
have  ?  Thus  Princeton,  now  more  than  a 
century  old,  is  still  being  strengthened 
and  built  up;  and  just  for  want  of  this— 
alas !  Washington  and  Jefferson  College  is 
yet  Struggling  for  life.  We  know  no  way 
iu  which  the  cause  of  Christian  education 
could  be  more  effectually  promoted,  and 
monuments  be  erected  to  the  honorable 
memory  of  men  and  women  for  ages  to 

come. 

If  faithful  to  the  rising  generation  around 
us,  the  age  and  commonwealth  in  which  we 
live,  and  to  our  own  beloved  Presbyterian 
Zion  as  such,  we  must  awake,  and  rise,,  and 
work  with  a  self-sacrificing  spirit,  until  we 
shall  have  an  institution  which  will  com¬ 
pare  favorably  with  any  other  in  the  land. 
The  Lord  give  willing  minds,  and  earnest 
hearts,  and  generous  hands  m  this,  and 
every  other  good  and  noble  undertaking  ! 

J  J.  D.  M. 

HOME  TRAVELS, 
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Our  last,  was  from  Rochelle.  Wje  are 
now  on  the  banks  ;of  the  ■  Mississippi.  A 
great  philosopher  once  re  marked,  that  the 
“ habitable  portion  of  the  globe  resmb'led 
an  inverted  bowl  and  that  civilization  in 
its  progress,  commencing  on  the  highest 
(plains,  had  always  tieen  rolling  down  hill,” 
It  has  been  a  long  time  since  the  steppes 
of  Asia  were  first  inhabited,  and  it  is  a 
long  distance  from  this  valley  to  those 
high  table-lands  of  the  Orient,  neverthe¬ 
less,  trfie  to  the  laws  of  gravity  and  the , 
theory  of  the  philosopher,  the  current  of 
civilization  has  at  last  reached  the  foot  of 
the  hill.  For  the  last  half  century  only, 
this  valley,  the  lowest  and  largest  in  the 
world,,  has  been  rapidly  filling  with  a  po¬ 
pulation  drawn  from  almost  eveiy  part  of 
the  globe.  Nor  can  we  avoid  the  prophecy, 
that  it  will’  continue  to  fill  until  the  great , 


bcean  of  humanity  will .  find  its  deepest 
fatnomings,  perhaps,  right  over  this  valley 
df  the  Mississippi.  There  are  to-day  fifty- 
five  towns:  and  stations  on  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  railroad  between  Fulton  on 

I  ^ 

the' Mississippi,  and  Omaha  oh  the  Mis¬ 
souri.  This  road  has  been  completed 
ydthin  the  last  three  years.  What  a  field 
for  the  work  of  the  Gospel!  How  many 
are  the  Sunday  schools,  churches  arid  in- ' 
,  stitutions  of  learning  yet  to  be  organized ! 
and  how  important  that  the  few  already 

tganized  be  sustained  and  developed.  ?i  he 
Of  the  fifty-five,  .places  just  mentioned 
o^ly  eight  contain ,  churches  in  our  con-' 
nection.  Of  these  eight,  but  five  have  church 
buildings .of  these  five  but  four  are  en¬ 
vying,  regularly,  the  preaching  of  the 
Gospel.  As  we  shall  speak  of  these  more 

,  j  !  i.  j  ;  >  i  t  ■■ '  ;•  *  ■  >  <  n 

in  detail  in  a  future  letter  we  sball  now 


examine,  as  promised,  our  churches  on  the 

THE  LATE  REV.  W.  P.  CARSON. 


Died. — At  Epworth,  Iowa,  Jan.  12th, 
1869,  the  Rev.  William  P.  Carson,  in  the 
47th  year  of  his  age. 

Bro.  Carson  was  born  in  Centre  county, 
Pa.,  April  26th,  1821.  In  early  manhood 
he  obtained  a  hope  in  the  Redeemer,  and 
united  with  the  Presbyterian  church  of 
Ashland,  Ohio.  He  was  graduated  at 
J efferson  College ;  pursued  his  theological 
course  at  the  Western  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary,  and  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery 
of  Richland  in  1850.  Tie  was  married  in 
1852.  IBs  widow  and  four  children — two 
sons  and  two  daughters — survive  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  a  devoted  husband  and  father 
— one  child  having  gone  before. 

His  first  charge  was  at  Crow  Meadow, 
Ill.,  where  he  continued  three  years,  du¬ 
ring  which  time  he  was  instrumental  in  the 
organization  mf  the  church  of  Low  Point. 


Soon  after  retiring  from  this  field  of  labor, 
he  took  charge  of  the  Marengo  Collegiate 
Institute.  Afterwards  he  ministered  to 


the  church  of  Middle  Creek  for  a  period 
of  six  years.  Thence  he  removed  to  Iowa 
in  December,  1861,  and  took  charge  of 
the  Presbyterian  churches  of  Epworth  and 
Peosta,  where  he  has  labored  during  the 
last  seven  years. 

On  the  first  Sabbath  of  the  year,  Jan. 
3d,  Mr.  Carson  preached  as  usual  at  Pe¬ 
osta,  and  made  appointments  for  observ¬ 
ing  “  the  week  of  prayer  ”  by  holding 
meetings  in  the  evenings  in  different  parts 
of  the  congregation.  Accordingly,  meet¬ 
ings  were  held  Monday  and  Tuesday.  The 
latter  night  he  was  taken  ill,  but  was  able 
by  Thursday  to  return  home.  Saturday, 
he  sat  with  his  family  at  the  dinner  table, 
and  took  some  refreshments.  That  even¬ 
ing  his  case  assumed  an  alarming  aspect. 
He  continued  to  grow  worse  Sabbath  and 
Monday.  His  sufferings  were  great,  but 
were  borne  with  Christian  patience  and 
resignation.  That  Saviour,  whom  he  had 
preached  to  others,  and  had  followed 
through  life  as  the  Captain  of  his  salva¬ 
tion,  was  near  and  precious  to  him.  When 
informed  that  his  end  was  approaching,  he 
said  with  emphasis,  ‘‘  The  great  desire  of 
my  soul  is  that  God’s  will  may  be  done, 
whether  in  my  life,  or  by  my  death.”  He 
gathered  his  family  around  his  bed,  and 
tenderly  bade  them  farewell,  sending  a 
message  to  his  eldest  son,  who  was  absent 
from  home,  and  expressing  the  hope  that 
he  would  meet  them  all  in  heaven  at  last. 
And  thus  at  1  o’clock  Tuesday  morning — 
a  week  after  his  attack— he  gently  fell 
asleep  in  Jesus,  in  hope  of  a  blessed  im¬ 
mortality.  “  I  heard  a  voice  from  heaven, 
saying  unto  me,  Write,  blessed  are  the 
dead  which  die  in  the  Lord  from  hence¬ 
forth  ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may 
rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  do 
follow  them.” 

The  funeral  took  place  Thursday  after¬ 
noon,  Mr.  Boggs,  of  Independence,  preach¬ 
ing  the  sermon  to  a  very  large  and  deeply 
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sympathizing  assemblage.  With  the  fol¬ 
lowing  extract  from  the  discourse,  I  close 
this  obituary  notice  : 

“Mr.  Carson  possessed  a  well-balanced 
and  well-disciplined  mind.  He  had  re¬ 
markably  clear  conceptions  of  truth.  His 
style  was  without  circumlocution — directly 
to  the  point.  He  greatly  excelled  in  Scrip¬ 
ture  exposition.  Very  rarely  has  it  been 
my  privilege  to  listen  to  so  instructive  a 
preacher.  He  was  a  good  presbyter — 
well  versed  in  the  doctrines  and  order  of 
our  branch  of  the*  church — deeply  conver¬ 
sant  with  the  word  of  God.  He  had  strong 
convictions,  and  manifested  great  firmness 
in  maintaining  what  he  believed  to  be 
truth  and  duty.  But  he  was  charitable 
toward  those  from  whom  he  felt  obliged 
to  differ. 

“  As  an  acting  pastor  he  was  faithful — 
in  the  Sabbath  school — in  the  prayer¬ 
meeting — at  the  couch  of  sickness — in  the 
home  of  sorrow,  and  on  other  occasions, 
as  well  as  in  the  pulpit. 

“But  he  has  gone.  We  shall  see  his 
face,  we  shall  hear  his  voice  on  earth  no 
more.  His  home  has  been  made  desolate. 
The  widow  and  the  fatherless  will  miss 
him — oh,  how  sadly !  He  has  laid  down 
his  commission  as  a  preacher  of  the  ever¬ 
lasting  Gospel.  He  will  no  longer  stand 
up  in  the  name  of  his  beloved  Master,  and 
beseech  men  to  be  reconciled  to  God.  But, 

4  being  dead,  he  yet  speaketh.  He  speaks 
by  the  example  of  a  godly  life — by  the 
remembrance  of  his  messages  from  God  to 
you  in  times  past— by  the  silent  but  ex¬ 
pressive  eloquence  of  death,  as  his  mortal 
remains  lie  before  you  this  day.  If  you 
have  not  done  so  before,  may  you  ndw 
give  heed  to  his  admonitions,  his  warn¬ 
ings,  his  entreaties,  and  ‘  prepare  to  meet 
your  God.’  ”  F.  M.  B. 


Correspondence 


of  the  Presbyterian. 
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NOTES  FROM  THE  NORTH-WEST. 


Messrs.  Editors — Many  hearts  in  the 
North-west  have  been  pained  by  the  in¬ 
telligence  of  the  death  gf  the  Rev.  W.  P. 
Carson,  at  his  home  in  Epworth,  Iowa,  on 
Tuesday,  the  12th  of  January.  His 
death  was  tranquil  and  happy.  He  died 
in  unwavering  faith,  and  comforted  and 
sustained  by  those  precious  gospel  truths 


which  it  was  always  his  delight  to  preach. 
There  has  fallen  in  our  Israel  a  goodt  if 
not  a  great  man — as  the  world  estimates 
greatness. 

Mr.  Carson  was  a  man  of  more  than 
common  abilities.  His  expositions  of 
gospel  truth  were  always  clear  and  forci¬ 
ble.  Two  of  his  tracts — “  The  Service  of 
Song,”  and  “Christian  Forbearance;  or 
how  to  end  our  Quarrels,”  have  been  pub¬ 
lished  by.  our  Board  of  Publication,  and 
extensively  circulated.  Doubtless  some 
one  who  knew  this  excellent  and  beloved 
man  more  intimately  than  I  did,  will  pay 
a  fuller  and  more  fitting  tribute  to  his 
memory. 

Mr.  Carson  was,  I  believe,  during  all 
his  ministerial  life,  an  overworked  and 
half-paid  domestic  missionary.  He  was 
one  of  the  many  whom  the  Church  sends 
forth  to  cultivate  her  waste  places,  and 
plants  as  sentinels  upon  her  important 
outposts,  and  then  neglects  and  starves. 
And  if  the  death  of  this  noble  man  and 
devoted  missionary,  in  the  meridian  of 
his  years,  is  not  traceable  to  the  anxieties, 
the  cares,  the  exposures,  and  the  wants 
incident  to  half-paid  and  arduous  mis¬ 
sionary  work,  there  are  many  who  will 
be  glad  to  learn  the  fact.  The  days  of 
martyrdom  have  not  passed  away.  From 
the  ranks  of  our  domestic  missionaries,  the 
long  roll  of  martyr-names  daily  receives 
fresh  accessions. 

BOARD  OF  DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

The  recent  announcement  from  this 
Board,  of  its  ability  to  pay,  hereafter,  the 
full  salary  promised  to  its  missionaries, 
was  pleasant  to  us  all.  It  carried  joy  to 
many  a  missionary  household,  pinched  by 
privation,  in  consequence  of  the  neces¬ 
sary  but  calamitous  reduction.  After  the 
welcome  intelligence  had  been  read,  and 
read  again,  by  delighted  eyes,  how  ler- 
vent  were  the  thanksgivings  to  a  cove¬ 
nant-keeping  God,  from  missionaries,  mis¬ 
sionaries’  wives,  and  missionaries  children, 
as  they  sang  their  evening  hymn^  and 
bowed  in  evening  worship  around  the 
household  altar.  Warm  flannels,  or  a 
decent  dress  for  mother;  a  new  overcoat 
for  father,  in  his  long,  cold  rides ;  warm 
caps,  and  clothes,  and  shoes,  for  the  little 
ones  ;  fire  and  food  for  the  family  0,  in 
how  many  households  some  or  all  of  these 
loomed  up  in  the  brightening  future ! 


//  7 

And  now,  close  upon  the  heels  of  this, 
comes  the  other  announcement,  which  I 
understand  your  readers  will  see  before 
they  do  these  lines — that  the  Board  is 
j  now  prepared  to  issue  new  commissions, 

and  to  extend  its  work.  This  will  re¬ 
joice  the  hearts  of  many  who  have 
mourned  that  our  church  work  languished 
from  our  inability  to  enter  and  possess  in¬ 
viting  fields.  Verily,  the  morning  break- 
eth.  May  the  day  come  speedily,  and 
prove  long  and  bright.  If,  indeed,  the 
times  for  standing  still,  and  simply  hold-  | 
ing  our  own,  are  over,  and  if  we  can  now  ! 
arise  and  go  up  and  possess  this  land  for  | 
Christ,  let  us  thank  God,  take  courage,  ji 
and  move  forward.  Let  us  remember  j 
what  caused  the  night  from  which  we  ; 
seem  just  emerging ;  and  let  us  be- care-  < 
ful  not  again  to  provoke  God  to:  bide  His  ! 
countenance  from  us. 

Allow  me  to  mention,,  in  this  connec¬ 
tion,  that  the  Board  of  Domestic-  Mis¬ 
sions  instructs  its  District  missionary  for 
Iowa,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Mason,  to  continue  I 
his  labors  as  heretofore  ;  and  declines  to 
divide  his  field.  This  seems  a  wise  de¬ 
cision,  in  view  of  the  possible  re-organi¬ 
zation  of  the  Board,  and  re-adjustment  of 
its  work  by  the  next  Assembly. 


-  ADDENDA.  'T, 

The  Rev.  John  Prothingham  havin? 
taken  charge  of  the  church  at  Cedar 
Rapids,.  Iowa,  the  church  at  Galesville 

vIcantnST’  (h,\for?er  charge,)  becomes 
IfVnh  Tm3church  13  the  Presbytery 
of  Southern  Minnesota,  and  is  back  a  short 

distance  from  the  Mississippi  river  b  - 
tween  La  Crosse  and  Winona.  A- 

/that  ,hr®thren  understand 

/  tn  f  Rev;  Sheldon  Jackson  will  ac- 
f  cept  the  appointment  of  District  Mission¬ 
ary  for  the  Synod  of  Iowa,  and  that  the 
l  church  at  Rochester,  Minnesota,  (the 

Want.  W  SUt°'}  WiU  thus  become 

THE  CHURCffES.  CALJ2: 

The  fine  weather  was  very  favorable 
for  the  Week  of  Prayer,  which  was  ob¬ 
served  by  most  of  the  Evangelical 
churches..  The  meetings  were  attended 
better,  it  is  thought,  than  ever  before.  It 
was,  indeed,  a  time  of  refreshing  to  our  own 
church,  the  First  Presbyterian,  and  much 

sr3  ps  sathered  as  the 

-  t.  Thus  far,  eighteen  persons  have 
been  received  into  the  communion  of  this 


church,  twelve  of  whom  were  on  profes¬ 
sion  of  their  faith  in  Christ — among  them 
several  active  business  men  of  the  city. 
This  church,  which  has  had  much  misfor¬ 
tune  in  the  past,  in  the  less  of  buildings, 
and  other  trials  of  a  disheartening  nature, 
is  now  greatly  encouraged,  and  looks  for¬ 
ward  to  better  days.  The  congregation 
is  rapidly  increasing,  so  that,  a  larger 
building  is  an  inevitable  necessity. 

The  New-school  church,  under  the  care 
of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Spees,  is  in  a  flourishing 
condition,  for  which  skeis  greatly  indebt¬ 
ed  to  the  misfortunes  of  her  Old-school 
sister  in  the  past,  haying  reaped  largely 
•  of  her  membership  in  troublous  times. 
The  two  churches  are  n6w  about  equal  in 
numbers,  and  with  the  J-fld-school  Ger¬ 
man  Presbyterian  church,  numbering  one 
hundred  and  eighty  members,  Presbyte¬ 
rianism  has  gained  a  good  foothold  in  this 
city,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God,  may  be 
the  means  of  accomplishing  great  good. 
The  Congregationalists  and  Methodists 
have  each  a  flourishing  church.  High 
Church  Episcopacy  also  supports  a  rector  ' 
in  the  person  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Seymour, 
nephew  of  the  Hon.  Horatio,  of  New 

Mormon  Restitution  —Twenty  years 
ago  the  bell  ol  the  North  Presbyterian 
-  Chui  ch  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  was  stolen  by 
an  apostate  clergyman  and  carried  to  Salt : 
Lake  City.  Rev.  Mr.  Osmond,  the  pres-  ! 
ent  pas- tor  of  the  church,  has  received  a 
1  tter  from  Brigham  Young,  expressing 
j  will  ngness  to  give  up  the  bell  and  aid  its 
return  to  the  church. 

First  Church,  Dubuque,  Iowa.— We 

learn  from  the  Dubuque  Times  that  the 
| Firsfc  Presbyterian  Church  of  that  city 
|  (Rev.  Jarm-s  A.  Reed,  pastor)  is  enjoying 
at  present  a  precious  season  of  revival 

he  Times  says  :  “Thirteen  persons  on  last 

*  1  - 

Sabbath  (10th)  united  with  the  cb  ireb, 
nine  on  profession  of  faith  and  four  by 
letter.  Several  prominent  business  men 
made  a  public  profession  of  their  faith  in 
Christ.  We  are  glad  to  learn  that  this 
church  is  prospering  under  its  new  pas¬ 
torate,  and  that  already  a  new  building  is 
being  talked  of  for  the  accommodation  of 

v  •  -  ■ 
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Gifts. — The  church  at  Salina,  Iowa> 
made  its  pastor’s  lamily  happy  on  New 
Year’s  eve,  by  many  gifts,  the  expression 
of  interest  and  love,  among  other  things 
useful  were  a  sleigh,  and  a  roll  of  green¬ 
backs,  both  comfortable  in  this  winter 
weather.  The  Rev.  J.  M.  Condit  is  the 
pastor.  The  good  people  of  the  Second 
Presbyterian  church  in  Oxford,  New 
Jersey,  gathered  in  the  house  of  their 
pastor,  (the  Rev.  Mr.  Cline,)  one  evening 
last  week,  spread  cut  a  feast,  and  going 
away,  left  a  pur -e  containing  $260  behind 
them,  a  token  of  affection  and  esteem. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Boag  is  now  in  this  city 
asking  aid  to  build  a  Presbyterian  church 
at  Eldora,  Iowa,  and  he  is  so  commended 
by  the  clergy  of  that  region  and  by  those 
here  who  have  examined  his  application, 
that  we  are  assured  our  friends  will  do  a 
good  thing  if  they  will  contribute  of  their 
abundance  to  this  very  worthy  object.  It 
will  be  money  well  invested  for  the  church 
and  the  country. 

Messrs.  Editors— Do  photographs  ever 
«  flatter”  churches ,  as  they  are  sometimes 
accused  of  improving  upon  individuals, 
making  the  uncolored  picture  look  better 
than  the  original?  Perhaps  you  don’t 
know.  No  matter.  If  they  do  not ,  our 
friends  at  Osceola,  Iowa,  are  to  be  hearti¬ 
ly  congratulated,'  for  I  have  seldom  look¬ 
ed  upon  a  better  proportioned,  and  neater 
photograph  of  a  church  edifice,  than  is 
that  of  theirs,  which  now  lies  upon  my- 
table.  The  building  is,  in  every  respect, 
‘creditable  to  the  little  church  which  has 
erected  it,  with  great  perseverance  and  at 
great  self-sacrifice  ;  and  I  think  I  can 
fully  understand,  and  sympathize  with 
the  feelings  of  the  little  flock,  as  they 
look  thankfully  upon  it  in  its  completed 
>  state.  It  must  be  a  great  comfort  to  the 
pastor  of  this  church,  the  Rev.  J.*  Os¬ 
mond,  that  it  is,  by  God’s  blessing,  so 
:  firmly  established  at  that  important  and 
growing  point,  and  that  his  faithful 
labors  in  the  gospel  are  so  encouraged. 


of  disease  of  the  heart,  Mr.  Hugh  Turner}  agea. 
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Another ‘faithful  Warrior  has  fa'llen- 
hi|B  yoward. ,,  fiftng  has  hte  fetoofi  watdhing3atid 
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an  early  period;  he<  United  with  the  Presby- 
ian  chureh,  and  has  been  a  faithful  member 


fighting,  waiting  foe  the  t  sefcond  doming  of  the r 
^rj0a,t.  Captaiu  of  our  salvation,  b  r  r  •  f  u.;'  io 
Mp  Turner  was  borh,  and  spefit  the  greatef 
portion  of  hiB  life}  in  Washington  county,  Pa. 
nXi 

i 

feri%n 

for  more  than  half  a  century!  In  i851,  gather¬ 
ing  his  worldly  effects  together,  he  started  for 

■  T  *  £  .  *1  !  '  ‘  1  T  i 

th^  West,  coming  to  these  parts  in  the  spring  . 
of  the  same  year,  when  it  Was  one  wide,  wild  1 
prairie  from  tho  Mississippi 1  river  toward  the 
setting  sun.  He  settled  in  Cedar  county,  three 
and  a  half  miles  from  the  present  site  of  W.ii- 
tofi,  He  did  not  bdme  alone.  Hfs'  Master 
came  with  him.  i  A  haedfu^of  Christians  came 
together.  They  were  organized  into, a  Presbyj 
teriap  ohurch  -called  “Sfigar  1  Creek.”  1  With 
these  Father  Tur'her  has'  been  identified  from 
the1  first  ;  always  in  hiS- place;  doi fig  his  duty. ' 
For  many  years  his  hearing  has  been  defective. 
It  was  impossible  for  him  'to  hear  the  speaker, 
or  join  in  the  song  or  'prayer;  but  there  ..fie 

* 

was,  filling  his  pew,  devoutly  worshiping  God. 
Never  was  he  absent  when  health  permitted 


r  i»T  nj-  j  ’rriat  «  r/ a  /  J)  ^  i  }  p  Q 

him  to  be  at  the  house  of  God.  ’The  sanctuary 


was  beautiful  to  him.  '  Faithfully,  earnestly 

he  let  his  light  shine.  We  have  lost  a  father 
°  v  ’  •-  *  Calv¬ 

in  the  church.  But  we  know  he  “  rests  from 

his  labors,  and  his  works  do  follow  him.” 

<l  Blessed  are  the- dead  that"  file  “in.  the  Ror^l.” 

From  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  a  correspond¬ 
ent  writes:  “  The  Week  of  Prayer  was  ob¬ 
served  with  great  profit  in  the  Presbyterian 
(O.  S.)  church.  On  the  Lord’s  Day  follow¬ 
ing  we  received  twenty  members,  a  tew  of 
them  on  profession  of  their  faith.  The 
weekly  services  still  continue  with  in¬ 
creasingly  solemn  interest.  Some  have 
already  expressed  a  joyful  hope,  while 
many  more  are.  still  earnestly  inquiring, 
‘.  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved  V  ” 


Eldora,  in  Martin  county  Iowa,  is  a 
At  Eldorado,  a  Presbyterian  church  nas 
constituted  under  favorable  auspices.  The 
est  three  children  ot  the  venerable  Rev.  W.  • 
Lacy,  are  among  the  number  of  those  who  jome 
at  the  organization,  on  profession  ol  their  ijjgg 


'i  1 


\  in  the  Redeemer 


A  friend  from  Iowa  writes :  “  At  Milton, 
loila/'fifjiy  11,  the  pastoral  relations  exist¬ 
ing  nbqjjween  the  Rev.  D.  L.  Hughes  and 
the  churches  of  Tipton  and  New  Y  ork 
were  dissolved  by  the  Presbytery  of  Cedar, 
at  the  request  of  the  pastor.  The  reasons 
for  this  request  were :  First,  impaired 
health,  from  increased  spinal  and  lung  af¬ 
fections  ;  and  second,  unsought  invitations 
from  several  brethren,  and  an  unexpected 
recommendation  to  the  Board  of  Missions, 
by  the  Des  Moines  Presbytery,  for  him  to 
undertake  'a  missionary  work  along  the 
line  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pa¬ 
cific  railroad,  from  l3es  Moines  to  Council 
Bluffs,  which  undertaking  was  also  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  his  own  (Cedar)  Presbytery. 
During  the*  short  time  that  Mr.  Hughes 
has  labored  at  Tipton — two  and  a  half 
years — there  have  been  added  to  the 
church  52  members,  viz. :  19  on  examina¬ 
tion,  and  33  upon  certificate.  And  there 
have  been  contributed  by  the  church  and 
Sabbath  school  for  religious  objects,  at 
home  and  abroad,  about  $6,500';  while 
the  New  York  church,  on  York  prairie, 
has  had,  in  the  meantime,  its  organization 
and  growth  from  14  to  32  members,  and 
built  and  paid  for  a  very  neat  house  of 
worship  at  a  cost  of  nearly  $4,000  ;  all  of 
which,  with  a  flourishing  Sabbath  school 
and  the  Lord’s  continued  blessing,  has 
been  an  entire  success,  and  is  a  noble  ex- 
i  ample  of  what  a  few  neople  of  energy,  lib 

Home  Missions— Destitutions  in  Iowa 
and  Nebraska. 


in  all  the  region  west  of  mai  ime,  uum- 
pris-ing  more  than  one-third  of  the 
State,  we  have  but  two  or  three  minis¬ 
ters.  Or  leaving  out  of  view  those 
settled  along  the  Missouri  river,  and  we 
have  a  region  twice  the  size  of  New 
Jersey  without  a  Presbyterian  minister. 
Or  travel  along  the  line  of  the  Iowa  divi- 


Rochester,  Minn.,  April,  1869. 
Messrs.  Editors — Recently  having  oc¬ 
casion  to  visit  Nebraska,  I  was  pained  at 
the  backwardness  of  our  church  in  occu¬ 
pying  important  points.  While  in  years 
past  a  great  and  good  work  has  been  done 
by  the  church  in  Eastern  and  Southern 
Iowa,  the  Western  and  Northern  part  has 
been  most  sadly,  if  not  criminally,  ne¬ 
glected. 

If  any  lover  of  our  Presbyterian  Zion 
would  have  his  eyes  opened  to  these  des¬ 
titutions,  let  him-  take  his  atlas  and  turn 
to  the  map  of  Iowa.  In  those  twenty 
northern  counties,  so  well  watered  by  a 
net-work  of  small  streams — the  garden 
portion  of  the  whole  State — in  all  that 
broad  section  we  have  but  four  ministers. 
Or  conceive  a  line  drawn  from  the  north¬ 
east  corner  of  Emmett  county  (longitude 
94°  30')  south  across  the  State  to  the 
s  southeast  corner  of  Ringold  county,  and 


sion  of  the  Chicago  and  Northwestern 
Railroad,  and  for  two  hundred  miles  east 
of  Council  Bluff,  we  have  no  minister. 

Again,  we  have  none  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  eastward  of  Council  Bluff, 
on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  and  Pacific 
Railroad ;  or  for  one  hundred  miles  east  on 
the  Chicago,  Burlington,  and  Missouri 
Railroad.  There  are  none  on  the  Sioux 
City  and  Pacific  Railroad;  nor  any  where 
in  the  region  east  of  Sioux  City  for  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles,  either  on  the 
line  of  the  McGregor  and  Sioux  City 
Railroad,  or  the  Dubuque  and  Sioux 
City  Railroad.  And  yet  along  these 
railway  lines  are  flourishing  villages, 
with  a  population  ranging  from  five 
hundred  to  five  thousand.  Then  pass¬ 
ing  over  into  Nebraska,  we  find  that 
with  the  exception  of  three  or  four  minis¬ 
ters  along  the  Missouri  river,  and  per¬ 
haps  one  other,  we  have  no  ministers  in 
that  whole  State. 

I  can  not  learn  that  we  have  a  single 
minister  along  the  line  of  the  great  Union 
Pacific  Railroad,  from  Omaha  to  Califor¬ 
nia,  or  in  any  of  the  territories  north  of 
that  road.  As  a  church,  we  are  entirely 
unrepresented  in  the  growing  territories 
of  Dakota,  Wyoming,  Montana,  Idaho, 
and  Nevada,  and  perhaps  have  but  one 
or  two  ministers  each  in  Colorado,  New 
Mexico,  and  Arizona.  And  yet  although 
new,  that  country  is  rapidly  filling  up. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  emigration  into 
Missouri  last  year  added  200,000  to  her 
population.  Iowa  received  from  150,000 
to  200,000,  Minnesota  100,000,  Kansas 
75,000,  Nebraska  50,000.  And  this  emi¬ 
gration  bids  fair  to  be  equally  large  this 
year. 

And  that  which  flows  into  Iowa,  Mis¬ 
souri,  and  Nebraska  is  very  largely  a 
Presbyterian  emigration,  that  is,  a  larger 
per  centage  are  Presbyterian  than  of  any 
other  one  denomination. 

And  they  are  right  in  looking  to 
their  own  church  for  the  institutions  of 
the  gospel.  Shall  they  be  disappointed? 
Must  they  be  compelled  to  seek  church 
homes  in  other  folds,  because  neglected 
W  tW  2w-°  chur°h  ?  They  certainly 


will  be,  unless  our  cnurcn  rakes  a  higher 
stand  with  reference  to  the  claims  the 
West  has  upon  her  prayers  and  money. 

The  Presbyteries  of  Desmoines,  Fort 
Dodge,  and  Missouri  River  occupy  this 
missionary  field,  and  should  more  largely 
have  the  sympathy  and  prayers  of  the 
church. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Elliott,  of  Nebraska 
City,  and  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Cleland,  Jr.,  of 
Council  Bluffs,  are  burdened  by  this  state 
of  things,  and  are  doing  what  they'  can, 
but  they  have  important  and  growing 
churches  demanding  their  labors. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Candlish,  of  Omaha,  has, 
for  the  past  season,  prosecuted  itinerant 
labors  with  great  energy  and  success,  but 
has  now  been  called  to  another  sphere 
of  labor.  Any  ministers  desiring  to  cast 
in  their  lot  with  those  faithful  brethren, 
and  do  pioneer  work  for  Christ,  may  write 
for  further  information  to  the  Rev.  T.  H. 
Cleland,  Jr.,  Council  Bluff,  Iowa;  Rev.  J. 
M.  Batchelder,  Albia,  Iowa;  the  Rev. 
George  Graham,  Clarksville,  Iowa,  or  the 
Rev.  James  Frothingham,  Lansing,  Iowa. 

Parties  desiring  fields  in  Minnesota, 
may  write  to  our  Synodical  missionary, 
the  Rev.  D.  C.  Lyon,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota. 

Praying  that  the  heart  of  the  church 
may  be  more  and  more  turned  to  its  mis¬ 
sionary  work,  I  remain  very  truly  yours, 

Sheldon  Jackson. 


*res6y  teries,"  and  two  Synods, ^hd'cEiQl’ch- 
es  and  communicants  accordingly.  Nor 


a  period  in  our  histo fyA  ^ 
was  in  a  more  prospeirou#H 


DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 


Domestic  Missions  in  Iowa. 


Messrs.  Editors — Over  the  signature  of 
Sheldon  Jackson,  in  the  Presbyterian  of 
the  17th  of  April,  some  marvellous  state¬ 
ments  are  made  concerning  “  Destitutions 
in  Iowa,”  &c.,  which  call  for  a  passing 
notice. 

He  who  now  writes  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  for 
over  twenty  years  in  the  commonwealth 
of  Iowa ;  and  for  near  three  years  has 
been  out  travelling  somewhat  in  all  parts 
of  the  State,  and  more  particularly  in 
the  newer  settlements  thereof ;  and  hence 
claims  to  know  whereof  he  now  speaks. 
We  readily  admit,  and  deeply  realize  that 
there  are  “  destitutions  in  Iowa,”  but  by 
no  means  so  great  as  .this  brother  repre¬ 
sents. 

In  the  good  providence,  and  by  the 
rich  grace  of  God,  in  the  past  twenty 
years,  from  one  small  Presbytery  of  eight 
or  nine  members,  we  have  increased  to 
one  hundred  and  nine  ministers,  eight 


has  there  been 

when  our  cause  was  m  a  more  prosper 
condition  than  the  present.  Externally, 
this  is  attributable,  in  a  measure,  to  the 
rapidity  with  which  our  four  or  five  lines 
of  railroad,  from  East  to  West,  are  being 
constructed  ;  and  also  to  the  lines  pro¬ 
jected  North  and  South,  some  of  which 
are  in  process  of  construction.  Our  soil 
and  climate  too,  are  equally  as  desirable 
as  the  soil  and  climate  of  any  other  State 
in  the  Union.  The  Northwestern  portion 
of  it,  however,  is  not  considered  by  those 
who  have  actually  travelled  through,  or 
reside  in  it,  as  “  the  garden  of  the  State,” 
as  represented  'by  Sheldon  Jackson  ;  but 
contains  more  flat  and  marshy  lands, 
with  many  ponds,  basins,  and  small  lakes; 
and  very  little  timber,  and  no  coal.  Be¬ 
sides,  very  much  of  this  is  yet  uninhabit¬ 
ed,  and  is  just  now  coming  fully  into  the 
market.  •  But  as  the  tide  of  immigration 
rolls  on,  and  our  railroads  advance,  bold 
venturers  precede  and  claim,  and  home¬ 
stead  the  soil. 

As  to  the  statement,  “  A  larger  per 
centage  of  immigrants  are  Presbyterian 
than  of  any  other  one  denomination;”  no 
man  can  subscribe  to,  who  has  actually 
travelled  much  through  the  country,  and 
been  engaged  in  hunting  up  the  scattered 
sheep,  wherever  they  are  to  be  found. 
Occasionally  a  few  are  discovered,  and 
gathered  together  and  provided  for,  a3 
God  enables,  but  they  are  rather  as  the 
salt  of  the  population  than  otherwise. 

As  an  aged  Methodist  minister  re¬ 
marked  to  me  a  short  time  since: — “  We 
have  amongst  us  a  few  Old-school  Pres¬ 
byterians  to  help  us  keep  the  Sabbath.” 

And  verily  Methodism,  and  every 
other  ism ,  needs  a  yet  larger  element  of 
Presbyterianism  to  help  them  to  “  Re¬ 
member  the  Sabbath  day  and  keep  it 


holy.”  But  to  a  few  particulars  in  the 
charge  of  “  neglect  or  criminality.” 

1.  Brother  Sheldon  Jackson  writes 
that  in  “  all  the  region  West  of  a  line  from 
the  northeast  corner  of  Emmet  county  to 
the  southeast  of  Ringgold,  we  nave  but 
two  or  three  ministers.”  Now  the  facts 
are,  within  these  prescribed  limits  there 
are  ten  Old-school  Presbyterian  minis¬ 
ters,  all  actively  engaged  in  their  mis¬ 
sionary  work,  besides  at  least  two  New- 
school,  and  two  United  Presbyterian 
brethren ;  and  two  more  of  our  ministers 
are  likely  soon  to  go  there.  Considering 


v 
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fact  are  encouraging,  and  call  for  thank¬ 
fulness,  rather  than  an  admission  of 
neglect  and  criminality. 

2.  Sheldon  Jackson  writes: — “  Travel 
along  the  Chicago  and  North-western 
Railroad,  and  for  two  hundred  miles 
East  of  Council  Bluffs,  we  have  no  minis¬ 
ter.  Now,  on  this  very  part  of  railroad 
a  church  was  organized  near  two  years 
ago,  which  has.  ever  since  received  uni¬ 
form  care  and  attention.  One  good 
brother  has  been  laboring  partly  on  this 
line  since  July  last ;  a  second  spent  his 
summer  vacation  from  the  Seminary 
there  ;  a  third  went  out  there  in  January 
last;  and  a  fourth  removed  to  Jefferson 
this  spring.  Also  a  fifth,  although  at 
present  in  the  New-school  connection, 
was  in  ours  until  one  year  ago,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  is  doing  as  thorough  Presbyte¬ 
rian  work  as  any  man  in  the  State.  And 
sixth,  there  is  a  large  United  Presbyte¬ 
rian  church  at  Boonsboro,  with  an  earn¬ 
est  minister ;  and  seventh,  another  excel¬ 
lent  New-school  brother  cheerfully  at 
work  at  Montana.  Who  sees  the  neglect 
and  criminality  here? 

3.  “  Upon  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  and 
Pacific  Railroad,  no  minister  for  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  miles  east,”  &c.  This  part 
of  the  railroad  is  not  yet  completed,  but 
will  likely  be  in  another  month.  Yet  a 
church  was  organized  near  this  line  last 
July,  which  has  occasional  supplies,  an¬ 
other  church  was  organized  in  the  fall,  and  i 
at  least  one  minister  is  now  there,  and 
another  likely  to  be  soon.  Besides,  both 
Old-school  and  New-school  district  mis¬ 
sionaries  have  labored  along  this  line  ; 
and  two  New-school  and  two  United 
Presbyterian  ministers  have  charges,  in¬ 
cluding  points  on  this  division  of  rail¬ 
road.  Beware,  my  brother,  lest  the  crim¬ 
inality  should  be  found  nearer  home. 

4.  “  No  minister  for  one  hundred  miles 
east  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  and 
Missouri  Railroad.”  Very  little  of  this 
one  hundred  miles  is  yet  completed, 
and  some  of  it,  we  think,  not  even  lo¬ 
cated.  Much  of  the  country  bordering 
is  but  sparsely  populated ;  and  besides, 
we  have  three  good  ministers,  who 
have  been  laboring  for  years  in  as 
many  countries  immediately  south  of 
it,  one  for  a  year,  devoting  one-half  his 
time  to  Afton,  directly  on  the  line,  and 
a  fifth  tried  missionary  about  to  go  there 
to  do  the  very  work  needed.  To  these 
faithful  brethren  the  responsibility  here 
may  be  very  safely  entrusted  by  the 
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wKl^Church^ndaboveallTb^an^an 
every  travelling  gossipper. 

5.  “  We  have  no  minister  any  where 
in  the  region  east  of  Sioux  City  for  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles,  on  the  line  of 
the  Dubuque  and  Sioux  City  Railroad. 
Very  true,  and  for  the  best  of  reasons. 
There  are  but  a  few  scattering  families 
along  all  this  division  of  contemplated 
railroad,  a  part  of  which  is  not  yet  loca¬ 
ted,  unless  it  be  within  a  few  days,  none 
under  contract,  and  possibly  will  not  be 
made  for  years  to  come.  The  company 
is  pushing  their  road  through  to  Fort 
Dodge,  and  will  likely  be  there  by  July; 
and  may  then  possibly  push  on,  and  may 
not,  until  a  population  advances  to  jus¬ 
tify. 

6.  “  And  none  on  the  McGregor  and 
Sioux  City  Railroad.”  If  we  are  correct¬ 
ly  informed,  there  is  no  such  railroad, 
even  in  name,  or  on  paper,  and  much  less 
in  process  of  construction.  There  is  a 
line  of  railroad  contemplated  on  or  near 
the  forty-third  parallel  of  latitude,  to 
commence  at  or  near  McGregor,  and  for 
which  there  is  provided  a  grant  of  public 
lands.  But  no  specific  company  is  yet 
prepared  for  work  thereon.  The  McGre¬ 
gor  and  St.  Paul  Railroad  company,  asso¬ 
ciated  with  a  band  interested  in  this 
forty-third  parallel  line,  have  under  con¬ 
tract  some  fifty  or  sixty  miles  of  track, 
from  their  station,  Calmer,  southwest 
through  Mitchell,  Osage,  St.  Charles,  and 
to  the  Shell-rock  River,  or  possibly  to 
Mason  City,  in  Cerro-Gordo  county,  which 
may  be  completed  the  coming  summer. 
But  there  is  no  certainty  of  any  thing 
further  at  present.  No  doubt  this  rail¬ 
road  will  be  made  when  there  is  a  popu¬ 
lation  along  the  northern  counties  of  the 
State  to  demand  it ;  but  it  is  to  reach 
the  Sioux  River,  some  fifty  or  sixty  miles 
north  of  Sioux  City,  on  the  Western  line 
of  the  State. 

And  seventh,  and  we  will  quote  no 
more.  “  Yet  along  these  railway  lines 
are  flourishing  villages,  with  a  popula¬ 
tion  ranging  from  five  hundred  to  five 
thousand.”  _  Apart  from  Council  Bluffs, 
there  is  no  village  containing  five  thou¬ 
sand  people;  Fort  Dodge  and  Sioux  City 
have  each  about  one-half  of  this  number  • 
and  very  few  others  indeed,  reaching  five 
undred  souls  the  brother’s  minimum 
number.  Yet  compared  with  the  old 
States  we  grow  rapidly,  and  (in  our  own 
estimation  at  least,)  are  fast  becoming  a 
e*  “A-  tide  of  immigration  is 


■continually  rollings nnpon  _ 

Eastern  States,  and  also  from  the  “  Old  IIiean^  the  churches  had  not  enabled 
World,”  particularly  from  the  German  -^oar(^  Domestic  Missions  to  keep 
part  thereof;  and  hence  a  wide-awake  Pace  witil  tiie  ,inflowing  population.  It 
church  and  fervent  ministry  is  ever  de-  a^so  not^ce(^  ^at  the  destitutions 


manded,  both  of  ourselves  and  all  the  were  sP°^en  °f  'm  Northern  and  Western 

Iowa. 

It  was  stated  that,  in  that  section  of 
Iowa  “  west  of  a  line  drawn  from  the 
north-east  corner  of  Emmett  county, 
south  across  the  State  to  the  south-east 


land. 

Would  to  God  that  all,  grateful  for 
the  past  and  hopeful  for  the  future, 
should  be  found  devoting  ourselves’ 

living 


sacri- 


much  more  than  ever,  as 
fices,  holy  and  acceptable*  unto  °God  corner  of  Ringgold  county,  we  have  but 
which  is  our  most  reasonable  qerviep  ’  tw0  or  tliree  ministers.”  Writing  to  stir 
a~4  — -ii  xi Tin.,/  *  up  Old-school  Presbyterians,  “we,”  has 

nothing  to  do  with  New-school  or  United 
Presbyterians. 

^Now  in  that  section  were  three,  and 
only  three,  resident  Old-school  Presby¬ 
terian  ministers,  who  were  supplying 
churches  and  destitutions  at  the  time  I 
wrote,  namely — The  Rev.  S.  A.  McEl- 
hinney  at  Bedford;  the  Rev.  T.  H.  Ole- 
land,  Jr.,  at  Council  Bluffs,  and  Rev.  A. 
E.  Smith  at  Sioux  City.  Messrs.  White 
and  Clark,  put  down  in  the  Minutes  of 
General  Assembly  as  occupying  Sydney 
and  Clarinda,  are  no  longer  preaching  at 
those  points.  Bellevue  is  in  Nebraska, 
and  not  Iowa.  There  was  in  that  section 
the  following  organized  Old-school  Pres¬ 
byterian  churches  without  resident  minis¬ 
ters  at  that  time — Glen  wood,  Sydney, 
Clarinda,  Pleasant  Ridge,  Lewis,  Dexter, 
Carrol,  Afton,  and  Jefferson.  Of  Afton 
and  Jefferson  I  will  speak  again.  So  the 
statement  No.  1  was  correct,  as  far  as  the 
Presbytery  of  Missouri  River  had  know¬ 
ledge  at  their  annual  meeting  last  week. 

Statement  No.  2. — “Travel  along  the 
Chicago  and  North-western  Railroad,  and 
for  two  hundred  miles  east  of  Council 
Bluffs  we  have  no  minister.” 

At  that  time  were,  indeed,  organiza¬ 
tions  at  Carrol  and  Jefferson,  and  a  third 
oint  is  ready  for  organization,  as  soon  as 
can  visit  it  by  direction  of  Presbytery ; 
but  I  could  not  learn  that  there  was  an 
Old-school  Presbyterian  minister  resident 
between  Council  Bluffs  and  Toledo,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  about  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  miles. 

It  was  stated  at  Presbytery  that  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Dunning  was  to  take  Jefferson 
and  Carrol.  But  to  inquiries  made  at 


And  will  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  yet 
I  s®nd  forth  many  more  laborers  into  his 
vineyard  ;  for  truly  the  harvest  is  great, 
but  the  laborers  are  few. 

It  is  sincerely  desired,  therefore,  that 
broth  ei  Jackson  may  not  suffer  his  great 
anxiety  for  the  welfare  of  Iowa,  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  his  duties  to  the  interests  of 
our  beloved  Zion  in  Minnesota.  Be  as¬ 
sured  that  the  more  than  one  hundred 
ministers  of  our  own  Old-school  Presby¬ 
terian  Church,  and  near  that  many  more 
of  the  New-school  and  United  Presbyte¬ 
rian  combined,  are  all  actively,  and  earn¬ 
estly,  and  harmoniously  employed  in 
watching,  and  praying,  and  laboring  in 
Iowa,  to  meet  the  necessities  of  our  peo¬ 
ple,  and  the  demands  of  our  Divine  Lord 
upon  us. 

J,  D#  M. 


For  the  Presbyterian. 

A  FEW  WORDS  MORE. 

i 

.  Rochester,  Minn.,  May  11, 1869. 

Messrs.  Editors — In  the  Presbyterian 
of  May  8th  appears  a  reply  to  my  article 
on  the  destitutions  of  Iowa,  published  in 
the  Presbyterian  of  April  17th.  I  have 
neither  the  time  nor  inclination  to  enter 
into  a  newspaper  controversy,  nor  is  it 
desirable.  Neither  would  I  reply  to  a 
mere  personal  attack,  but  as  statements 
of  facts  have  been  called  into  question, 
space  is  desired  for  a  reply.  Your  cor¬ 
respondent,  “J.  D.  M.,”  says  of  the 
growth  of  the  Church  in  Iowa  that  it  has 
increased,  during  twenty  years,  from  nme 
to  one  hundred  and  nine  ministers.  Inis 
my  first  article  concedes,  as  follows  : 

“  While  in  years  past  a  great  and  good 
work  has  been  done  by  the  Church  in 


Eastern  and  Southern  Iowa,  the  Western  the  Jefferson  Railroad  depot,  as  late  as 

and  Northern  parts  have  been  most  sadly,  May  Oth,  it  was  answered  He  ai!  not 
.fr  ,  •  •  ii  1  ”  yet  come.  It  is  possible  Mr.  Dunning 


if  not  criminally,  neglected. 
This  “  criminal  neglect 


was 


yet  come.”  It  is  possible 
not  in-  was  even  then  living  there.  Assuming 


tended  to-refer  to  the  work  of  the  worthy  he  was,  there  was  still  one  hundred  and 
district  missionary  for  Iowa,  as  I  have  twenty  miles  o  destitntion-a  destitution 
pressed  to  him  in  a  private  note,  but  to  which  the  attention  o.  the  Church  was 

'  - —  — - . - £. _ i _ _ t  ■’  ..w,  J  i  rp  1  P.H.KKU.  11^  - : _ Tin 


rast  fall  by  “  Quisquis,"  and  more 
recently  by  the  associate  editor  of  the 
No  rth-w  es  ter  71  Presbyterian. 

Statement  No.  3. — “  Upon  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  and  Pacific  Railroad,  we 
have  no  minister  for  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  east.” 

A  church  was  organized  at  Lewis,  nine 
miles  from  the  railroad,  about  a  year  ago. 
Another  has  since  been  organized  at  Dex¬ 
ter,  upon  the  Railroad,  and  I  am  directed 
by  Presbytery  to  organize  a  third,  if  the 
way  is  clear.  So  much  for  organizations  ; 
but  as  to  ministers,  there  was  no  resident 
Old  school  Presbyterian  minister  preach¬ 
ing  along  that  railroad,  between  Council 
■Bluffs  and  Desmoines,  at  the  time  men¬ 
tioned,  nor  since,  up  to  May  1st.  The 
occasional  supplies  were  at  irregular  in¬ 
tervals. 

Before  this  reaches  the  public,  the  cars 
on  this  line  will  be  running  into  Council 
Bluffs. 

Statement  No.  4. — “  We  have  no  minis¬ 
ter  for  one  hundred  miles  east  on  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  and  Missouri  Rail¬ 
road.” 

There  was  up  to  May  1st  no  resident 
Old-school  Presbyterian  minister  along 
the  proposed  route  of  this  railroad,  be¬ 
tween  Council  Bluffs  and  Afton,  a  dis¬ 
tance,  of  one  hundred  miles,  the  way  the 
railroad  runs.  Prominent  business  and 
railroad  men  represented  that  the  road 
was  all  located,  and  that  the  cars  would 
be  running  upon  it  into  Council  Bluffs 
this  fall.  Afton  has  no  stated  minister, 
but  is  supplied  by  the  Rev.  J.  Osmond, 
of  Osceola,  and  not  from  the  southern  tier 
of  counties.  As  to  population,  two  judges 
and  a  banker,  prominent  members  of  our 
Church  and  old  residents,  and  the  Pres- 
byterial  missionary,  all  represented  to  me 
that  it  was  thickly  settled  for  a  new  coun¬ 
try,  and  Presbytery  made  provision  for 
the  organization  of  two  new  churches  in 
that  section.  In  the  tier  of  counties  im¬ 
mediately  south,  Mr.  McElhinney  was 
represented  as  the  sole  workman — Mr. 
Brengle  being  east  of  the  limit. 

Statements  Nos.  5  and  6. — “  We  have 
no  minister  any  where  in  the  region  east 
of  Sioux  City,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles,  on  the  line  of  the  Dubuque  and 
Sioux  City  Railroad.” 

On  May  8th  the  elder  of  the  Fort 
Dodge  church  stated  that  this  railroad 
would  have  the  cars  running  to  Fort 
Dodge  on  the  13th  or  15th  of  May  at  the 
farthest.  The  newspapers  inform^  the 
lie  thatRhe  road  has  been  put  under 


contract  sixty  miles  west  of  Fort  Dodge. 
No  one  in  that  section  doubts  that  the 
road  will  be  completed  next  season  to  the 
Missouri  river.  As  to  the  road  running 
west  along  the  forty-third  parallel  line, 
which  I  designated  as  the  McGregor  and 
Sioux  City  line,  it  is  already  graded  be¬ 
yond  Charles  City  ;  and  after  conversation 
with  a  number  of  men  in  the  various  walks 
of  life,  I  have  yet  to  find  one  in  that  sec¬ 
tion  who  expresses  a  doubt  but  that  both 
of  these  roads  will  be  rapidly  pushed  for¬ 
ward  to  completion.  Already  four  places 
in  that  section  are  asking  for  organiza¬ 
tions. 

In  the  published  account  of  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa  occurs  the 
following  paragraph: 

“A  large  portion  of  the  sessions  of  the 
Synod  were  taken  up  with  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  the  missionary  work.  It  was 
evident  to  all  that,  as  a  denomination,  we 
are  not  keeping  up  with  the  rapid  increase 
of  population  in  this  State,  and  that  a 
comruendable  example  is  being  set  us  by 
other  evangelical  churches.” 

In  the  published  account  of  the  Synod 
of  Southern  Iowa,  it  is  stated,  with  refer- 
,  ence  to  the  missionary  work,  that  “some 
statistics  were  presented  which  were  start¬ 
ling.”  I  have  before  me  the  published 
letters  of  several  of  the  ministers  of  Iowa, 
speaking  of  this  destitution  indhe  strongest 
terms.  It  was  freely  spoken  of  at  the  late 
meeting  of  some  of  the  Presbyteries.  And 
if  any  one  wishes  to  verify  these  state¬ 
ments,,  I  hope  they  will  write  to  some  of 
the  ministers  in  the  Presbyteries  of  Frank- 
ville,  Fort  Dodge,  Desmoines,  and  Mis¬ 
souri  River,  which  Presbyteries  largely 
occupy  the  missionary  field  of  Iowa.  In 
Western  Iowa  particularly,  the  destitution 
was  so  great,  and  the  prospect  of  relief  so 
poor,  that  after  counselling  with  honored 
brethren,  it  was  judged  important  that  I 
should  visit  the  Seminaries  after  recruits, 
which  I  did.  Prominent  laymen  in  the 
Church,  long  resident  in  Iowa  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  state  of  things,  as 
well  as  ministers,  have  personally  thanked 
me  for  that  first  article.  The  Presbytery 
of  Missouri  River,  at  its  late  meeting, 
passed  a  resolution  of  thanks  for  my  ef¬ 
fort  to  relieve  these  destitutions. 

With  reference  to  the  wish  that  I  would 
not  “  suffer  my  great  anxiety  for  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  Iowa  to  interfere  with  my  duties 
to  the  interests  of  our  beloved  Zion  in 
i  Minnesota,  I  would  say  that  my  duties 
L_to  Minnesota  are,  for  the  present,  done. 


Whether  'worthy  of  it'~or  "not,  "both  the 
Synod  and  Presbytery  with  which  I  have 
been  connected,  at  their  last  annual  meet¬ 
ings,  made  honorable  mention  of  my  work 
in  their  bounds. 

I  leave  the  continuance  of  the  work 
here  to  efficient  hands,  and  go  to  the  as¬ 
sistance  of  the  brethren  in  Iowa,  Nebraska, 
and  the  “  regions  beyond,”  at  their  own 
request ,  first  publicly  expressed  when  the 
Synod  of  Iowa,  at  its  fall  meeting,  asked 
the  Board  of  Missions  to  appoint  me  dis¬ 
trict  missionary  for  Northern  Iowa,  and 
reiterated  this  spring  by  my  unanimous 
appointment  by  the  Presbyteries  concern¬ 
ed  as  their  missionary.  In  this  new  field 
of  labor,  extending  from  Central  Iowa  to 
the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  I 
ask  the  hearty  co-operation  and  earnest 
prayers  of  friends. 

The  fields  are  already  white  to  harvest. 
Men  are  ready  to  enter  in  and  occupy. 
Let  our  churches  but  fill  up  the  treasury 
of  our  Board  of  Domestic  Missions,  and  a 
new  era  will  be  inaugurated  in  the  evan¬ 
gelization  of  the  whole  land.  >' 

Correspondents  will  please  address  me 

at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 

Sheldon  Jackson. 


For  the  Presbyterian. 

"PRESBYTERY  OE  MISSOURI  RIVER. 

At  a  meeting  of  Missouri  River  Pres¬ 
bytery,  held  at  Council  Bluffs,  June  9th, 
the  following  paper  was  adopted  : 

Whereas ,  The  attention  of  Presbytery  has 
been  directed  to  a  communication  in  a  recent 
number  of  the  Presbyterian ,  signed  44  J.  D. 
M.,”  calling  in  question  certain  statements 
respecting  “Ministerial  Destitutions  in  West¬ 
ern  Iowa.”  signed  Sheldon  Jackson  ;  and 
Whereas ,  44  J.  D.  M.”  is  evidently  unim- 
formed  respecting  the  true  state  of  this  field, 
d  by  erroneous  statements  in  his  communi¬ 
cation  may  defeat  a  laudable  effort  to  awaken 
the  church,  and  supply  destitutions  within 
these  bounds ;  therefore, 

Resolved.  1.  That  this  Presbytery  certifies  to 
the  substantial  correctness  of  statements  made 
in  the  communication  signed  “  Sheldon  Jack- 


?  i 


\  son. 

Resolved ,  2.  That  the  above  be  forwarded  to 
the  Presbyterian  for  publication. 

C.  D.  Roberts,  Moderator. 


I  HOME  MISSIONS. 

Chariton,  Iowa,  May  21st,  1869. 

Messrs.  Editors —  A  committee  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Des  Moines  Presbytery, 
met  at  Mount  Ayr,  Saturday,  May  15th, 
and  organized  a  Presbyterian  church  of 
fourteen  members^  James  Camnsev  was 
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chosen  to  the  office  of  ruling  efder,  and 
ordained  and  installed  the  day  follow¬ 
ing.  This  new  church  begins 
tory  under  the  most  favorable  auspices. 
It  was  very  gratifying  to  the  members  of 
the  committee  to  observe  the  interest 
evinced  in  the  enterprise  by  many  not 
professing  Christians.  Presbyterianism 
la  evidently  popular  in  that  community, 
and  under  the  blessing  of  God,  all  that  is 
needed  to  develope  a  strong  church  there 
is  the  faithful  preaching  of  the  Word. 

Mount  Ayr  is  the  county  seat  of  Ring- 
gold  county,  which  is  the  fourth  east  of 
the  Missouri  River,  in  the  southern  tier 
of  counties  in  Iowa.  It  is  in  the  midst  of 
a  fine  farming  country,  which  is  as  yet 
thinly  settled.  Riding  from  Afton,  the 
nearest  railroad  station,  twenty-five  miles 
north,  we  saw  thousands  of  acres  of  as 
fine  prairie  land  as  one  need  wish  to  see, 
which  is  being  bought  up  at  from  three 
to  ten  dollars  per  acre.  Presbyterian 
farmers  seeking  homes  in  the  West  would 
do  well  to  visit  this  part  of  Iowa.  Any 
desired  information  may  be  obtained  by 
addressing  the  Rev.  S.  A.  McElhinney, 
Bedford,  Taylor  county  ;  James  Campsey, 
Mount  Ayr,  Ringgold  county;  John  Sipe, 
Afton,  or  the  Rev.  J.  Osmond,  Osceola, 
Iowa. 

Ringgold,  in  connection  with  Taylor 
and  Adams  counties,  which  join  it  upon 
the  west  and  northwest,  for  eighteen 
months  past  have  been  cultivated  by  the 
faithful  and  laborious  missionary,  the 
Rev.  S.  A.  McElhinney.  But  any  one 
who  is  at  all  acquainted  with  the  size 
and  nature  of  the  field,  and  has  observed 
the  rapidity  with  which  the  country  is 
developing,  knows  that  it  is  altogether 
too  large  for  one  man. 

Our  cause  in  Western  and  Southern 
Iowa  has  been,  and  is  now,  suffering  from 
neglect.  The  interests  of  Presbyterianism 
have  not  been  looked  after  as  they 
should  have  been.  Presbyterian  families 
coming  into  this  State,  and  finding  no 
churches  of  their  own,  have  been  gathered 
into  other  folds.  The  great  wants  of  our 
Church  throughout  this  entire  section  are 
more  men,  and  a  more  liberal  expendi¬ 
ture  of  means.  Instead  of  having  one 
man  for  two  or  three  counties,  there 
ought,  it  seems  to  me,  to  be  at  the  very 
least,  one  minister  in  every  county.  Our 
Church  is  now  It  sing  ground  in  the  great 
West,  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  it 
ever  to  regain. 

During  the  last  month  Presbyterial 


duties  have  called  me  through  lour  dif¬ 
ferent  counties  south  and  west  of  me,  and 
from  what  I  saw  and  learned  by  conver- 
sincr  with  others,  I  am  satisfied  that  in 
Southern  and  Western  Iowa  there  is  nol 
a  county  in  which  there  is  not  a  large 
element  of  the  population  that  is  Presby¬ 
terian  by  preference,  if  not  by  proles 
Eion.  It  would  be  hard  to  exaggerate 
the  destitution  of  this  part  of  Iowa,  or  tc 
present  too  strongly  its  claims  upon  ou. 
Church.  D-  S.  Tappan. 


^  - 

In  this  region  and  further  West  we  hope 

to  receive  much  aid  in  our  work  of  church 
extension  from  the  labors  of  the  Rev.  Shel¬ 
don  Jackson,  who  has  been  cordially  wel¬ 
comed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Des  Moines. 
_ _ ~  J.  O. 


PRESBYTERY  OF  DESMOINES. 

This  body  met  in  Osceola  April  22. 
here  was  a  goodly  attendance  of  elders, 
ost  of  the  churches  being  represented. 
The  ministers,  an  unusual  occurrence, 
ere  quite  in  the  minority.  A  spirit  of 
^votion  and  great  harmony  characterized 
1  the  deliberations.  The  reports  brought 
.  from  the  various  churches  show  en- 
mraging  progress  and  prosperity. 

The  history  of  our  churches  written 
it,  as  a  matter  of  experience,  would  be 
history  of  toils,  trials,  sacrifices,  and 
irdens  hard  to  be  borne,  which  most  of 
e  churches  in  the  East  know  little  or 
ithing  of.  More  than  half  the  churches 
our  bounds  have  yet  to  build  their 
nctuaries  in  which  to  worship.  And 
ree  at  least  of  the  churches  that  have 
hidings,  having  built  small  at  first, 
ive  now  before  them  the  burden  of  re- 
lilding,  to  obtain  more  room.  The 
urch  at  Osceola  has  just  past  through 
e  struggle  of  building,  and  the  little 
ck  are  happy  in  the  completion  and 
dication  of  their  tasteful  and  beau- 
ul  house,  free  from  debt.  But  then, 
lat  self-denying  toils  and  sacrifices  jt 
,s  cost,  who,  that  has  not  seen  and  felt, 
n  tell  ?  A  church  building  is  an  abso- 
te  necessity  to  the  growth  and  prosperi- 
of  any  congregation,  ;  So  the  6burch  at 
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Dsceolfi.  felt,  and  in  their  weakness,  num¬ 
bering  then  about  thirty,  they  resolved  tc 
build.  A  benevolent  lady  in  the  Eas^ 
gave  them  a  lot  admirably  situated;  and 
if  the  writer  is  not  mistaken,  an  architec 
in  Philadelphia  generously  gave  then; 
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e  aesigu.  i\.  leading  member — an  eiaei 
in  the  church — whose  property  is  esti¬ 
mated  at  about  four  thousand  dollars ,  has 
given  in  the  erection  of  this  building 
eight  hundred  dollars.  Let  Christians 
who  have  means  study  this  example. 
Could  more  of  those  dear  Christian 
friends  in  Eastern  churches,  to  whom 
God  has  given  wealth,  see  what  the 
churches  of  the  West,  in  many  cases,  have 
to  do  and  bear,  the  funds  would  not  be 
wanting  to  aid  at  once  in  building  sanc¬ 
tuaries  for  a  thousand  houseless  congrega¬ 
tions.  Nor  would  those  who  minister  at 
the  altar  have  to  feel,  as  often  they  do  in 
the  weaker  churches,  the  pinchings  of  an 
inadequate  support. 

Presbytery  took  action  authorizing  the 
employment  of  a  missionary  on  each  of 
the  two  great  lines  of  railway  running 
westward  through  our  boundaries.  The 
fertile  prairies  of  Southern  Iowa  are  fill¬ 
ing  up  faster  than  ever  before.  New 
towns  and  villages  springing  up  demand 
the  presence  of  the  gospel  laborer.  Infi¬ 
delity  and  every  form  of  error  flow  along 
v/ith  the  current  of  immigration,  like  foam 
and  flood-wood  on  the  rising  stream,  and 
require  of  the  church  an  energy,  and 
zeal,  and  aggressive  character  commensu¬ 
rate  with  this  changed  condition  of  things. 

The  slow  advances  of  former  days  will 
not  half  meet  the  providential  leadings  of 
the  present.  When  every  week  is  adding 
thousands  to  the  population  of  this  State, 
and  tens  of  thousands  more  are  flocking 
as  fast  as  steam  can  carry  them  to  the 
States  that  are  to  be  beyond,  to  the  very 
base  of  the  Rocky  mountains. 

Our  action  on  Re-union  was  similar  to 
that  of  the  Central  Presbytery  of  Phila¬ 
delphia.  Omitting  the  preamble,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  is  the  resolution  adopted  : 

“ Resolved ,  That  we  would  cordially 
approve  of  Re-union  on  the  basis  of  our 
common  Standards,  pure  and  simple, 
leaving  all  matters  which  have  been  sub¬ 
jects  of  negotiation  between  the  two 
bodies  to  be  afterwards  settled  by  the 
united  Church.” 

The  following  Commissioners  were  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  General  Assembly  : — .Prin¬ 
cipals— The  Rev.  J.  M.  Batchelder  and 
elder  J ames  Rice.  Alternates— The  Re  v. 
A.  A.  Linsmore  and  elder  R.  Harkness. 

The  Presbytery  overtured  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  requesting  the  reorganiza¬ 
tion  of  the  Board  of  Domessic  Missions 
on  the  plan  reported  by  the  special  com- 
mittee  to  the  Assembly  of  1868 
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An  overture  to  the  Board  of' Domestic 


Missions  was  also  adopted,  requesting  the 
repeal  of  the  rule  refusing  commissions  to 
licentiates  during  the  long  vacations  of 
our  Theological  Seminaries,  believing  that 
the  employment  of  such  persons  under  the 
direction  of  the  Presbytery  would  result 
in  good. 

A  further  overture  was  unanimously 
adopted  relating  to  the  Hymnal,  request¬ 
ing  the  General  Assembly  to  recommend 
to  the  Board  of  Publication  the  propriety 
of  issuing  an  edition  of  the  Hymnal  with¬ 
out  the  notes,  in  two  separate  forms  j  one 
of  large  open  type,  suited  to  the  wants  of 
the  aged  ;  and  another  of  small  pocket 
size,  suited  to  the  wants  of  children.  In 
this  way  the  wants  of  two  large  classes,* 
not  as  yet  properly  provided  for,  would.’ 
be  met.  The  book  would  be  more  gener¬ 
ally  acceptable,  and  several  serious  ob¬ 
jections  removed. 

Presbytery  enjoined  upon  all  the 
churches  in  our  bounds  to  send  up  to  the 
next  regular  meeting  the  number  of  un¬ 
baptized  children,  one  or  both  of  whose 
parents  are  members  belonging  to  our 
communion. 

J.  M.  Batchelder,  Stated  Clerk. 
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The  Presbytery  of  Missouri  River 

Met  at  Sioux  City,  April  29th  and  con¬ 
tinued  its  sessions  until  the  3d  of  May. 
Though  the  place  of  meeting  was  in  one 
extreme  of  the  Presbytery,  all  of  the  ac¬ 
tive  ministers  but  one  were  present. 

Our  working  force  was  augmented  by 
the  addition  of  Rev.  J.  M.  Wilson,  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Saline,  J.  M.  L.  Gage,  of 
Kasson,  Minn.,  M.  Yanarsdale,  licentiate, 
under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Yin- 
cennes,  A.  S.  Peck,  licensed  at  this  meet¬ 
ing  of  Presbytery,  and  by  the  appointment 
of  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  of  Rochester, 
Minn.,  District  Missionary  for  the  Presby¬ 
tery.  Other  ministers  were  present  whom 
we  hope  will  occupy  some  of  our  many 
vacant  churches  and  missionary  fields. 

From  this  it  will  appear  that  this  long 
neglected  and  most  desirable  field  of  labor 
is  being  appreciated  by  the  church.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  year  churches  were  organized  at 
Lincoln  City,  Seward  and  Florence,  in  Ne¬ 
braska,  and  Lewis,  Carroll  and  Pleasant 
Ridge  in  Iowa.  By  the  appointment  of 
Presbytery  a  church  is  to  be  organized  at 
Atlantic  on  the  Chicago  and  Rock  Island 
railroad,  and  the  church  at  Omaha  to  be 
revived.  Mr.  M.  Yanarsdale  is  to  supply 
the  latter  place  in  connection  with  Flor¬ 


ence. 

The  churches  of  Lincoln  City,  Seward, 
Sidney,  Clarinda,  Glenwood  and  Pleasant 
Ridge  are  still  vacant,  and  earnestly  de¬ 
sire  a  supply.  Though  a  number  of  min¬ 
isters  are  expected  in  a  few  weeks  to  oc¬ 
cupy  vacant  fields,  there  yet  is  room.  We 
n«ed  yet  many  more  laborers  for  the  wide 
destitution  included  in  the  bounds  of  this 
PVesbytery.  The  missionary  spirit  has 
never  before  so  largely  prevailed  with  us 
as  at  this  time. 

Towns  are  rapidly  springing  up  on  the 
line  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad — the 
great  artery  of  the  nation — and  the  five 
lines  of  railroad  from  the  East  that  con¬ 
verge  at  Council  Bluffs  to  meet  it.  As 
these  roads  are  so  rapidly  developing  the 
country,  we  are  called  upon  to  meet  the 
rapid  influx  of  population  with  a  pure 
type  of  our  blessed  gospel.  The  more 
important  points  will  doubtless  be  occupied 
this  summer  under  the  agency  of  an  effi¬ 
cient  missionary,  but  we  will  need  more 
laborers  and  a  liberal  outlay  of  the  wealth 
of  the  church.  Our  missionary  opera¬ 
tions  occupied  so  large  a  share  of  the  time 
and  interest  of  the  Presbytery,  that  the 
reunion  question  became  one  of  secondary 
importance. 

No  deliverance  was  made  in  addition  to 
that  taken  at  the  fall  meeting,  which  re¬ 
commended  a  union  on  the  basis  of  the 
Joint  Committee  striking  out  the  first  ar¬ 
ticle  and  substituting  the  standards  of  the 
church  instead. 

Rev.  John  T.  Baird  was  elected  minis¬ 
terial  delegate  to  the  Assembly,  and  D.  J. 
McCann,  Ruling  Elder. 

The  Presbytery  overtured  the  General 
Assembly  to  adopt  the  general  plan  of  re¬ 
organization  of  the  Board  of  Domestic 
Missions  which  was  submitted  to  the  last 
Assembly. 

Otoe  University,  which  is  destined  to 
be  the  instrument  of  the  highest  good  in 
this  far  West,  claimed  a  part  of  the  time  of 
the  Presbytery. 

Not  the  least  interesting  feature  of,  this 
meeting  were  the  manifest  indications  of 
the  presence  of  «the  Spirit  of  God.  The 
church  and  community  were  refreshed, 
and  ministers  and  elders  returned  to  their 
fields  with  new  consecration. 

For  the  amount  of  business  transacted, 
the  plans  that  were  laid  for  the  enlargement 
of  Christ’s  kingdom,  and  the  spirit  that 
pervaded  all  of  its  sessions,  the  meeting  of 
Missouri  River  Presbytery  at  Sioux  City 
!  will  long  be  memorable.  F.  H.  C. 


For  the  Presbyterian. 

PRESBYTERY  OF  MISSOURI  RIVER. 

y  Messrs.  Editors — The  Presbytery  of 
"Missouri  River  met  in  Sioux  Oity  on  the 
29th  April.  I  introduce  you  to  the  Pres* 
bytery  as  most  of  the  members  stand  on 
the  high  bluff  above  the  city,  which 
rises  from  the  Missouri  river  hundreds  of 
feet,  almost  perpendicularly.  Ministers 
sometimes  come  West  to  look  over  the  field. 
This  Presbytery  is  looking  over  the  field. 
Almost  beneath  their  feet  is  the  town  of 
Sioux  Oity.  To  the.  east,  as  far  as  the  eye 
can  reach,  they  view  the  rolling  prairies 
of  Iowa.  To  the  west  is  the  broad  State 
of  Nebraska.  To  the  north-west  the  wild 
territory  of  Dakotah  ;  and  they  strain 
their  eyes  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  a  grove, 
to  the  north-east,  said  to  be  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota. 

Sioux  City  is  a  town  of  about  twenty- 
five  hundred  inhabitants,  and  is  growing 
rapidly.  It  possesses  the  usual  western 
proportion  of  rascals.  Saloons  are  numer¬ 
ous,  and  are  apparently  well  patronized. 
Our  flesh  was  made  to  creep  by  being 
shown  three  ropes,  dangling  from  the 
large  branch  of  a  tree ;  and  by  being  told 
that  shortly  before,  three  thieves  were 
there  hanged  by  mob  law.  Two  mem¬ 
bers  of  Presbytery  going  home  from 
church  on  Sabbath  evening,  were  endan¬ 
gered  by  a  shooting  affray,  into  which  they 
unwittingly  ran,  and  we  were  all,  soon 
after,  called  out  by  the  burning  of  a  fine 
barn,  the  work  of  an  incendiary. 

The  churches  in  this  place  are  all  quite 
small.  The  Presbyterian  church  is  as 
large  as  any.  It  has  only  thirty-eight 
members,  but  is  united  and  prospering 
under  the  faithful  ministry  of  the  Rev. 
A.  E.  Smith.  There  is  just  now  more 
religious  interest  in  the  chinch  than  there 
has  been  for  years.  The  earnest  prayers 
and  efforts  of  the  members  of  Presbytery 
perhaps  deepened  the  impression,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  Mr.  Smith  now  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  reap  the  fruit  of  what  he  has 
been  sowing  in  tears  for  years. 

This  is  peculiarly  a  missionary  Presby¬ 
tery,  and  the  spirit  of  missions  seems  to 
pervade  all  that  it  does.  The  subject  of 
missions  was  the  great  topic  from  the 
opening  to  the  close.  Two  missionaries 
to  the  Indians,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hamilton 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wilson,  reported  good 
progress.  Mr.  Wilson  obtained  the  good 
will  of  the  Winnebagoes,  with  apples  and 
such  dainties,  till  he  won  their  hearts, 


and  is  now  exerting  a  good  influence  over 
them,  though  none  as  yet  have  been  con¬ 
verted.  The  Rey.  William  Hamilton  re¬ 
ported  a  good  work  of  grace  among  one 
band  of  the  Omahas.  Many  have  been  con¬ 
verted,  and  the  work  still  goes  on.  This 
is,  however,  more  particularly  a  home 
missionary  field.  This  great  Missouri 
valley  is  rapidly  filling  up  ;  railroads  are 
being  built  in  every  direction,  and  new 
towns  spring  up  as  if  by  magic.  No  won¬ 
der  the  Presbytery  was  alive  to  the  cause 
of  missions.  The  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson 
was  elected  Presbyterial  missionary.  He 
enters  upon  the  work  at  once,  and  with 

his  usual  energy  and  zeal.  We  hope 
great  things  may  be  accomplished.  A 
number  of  new  men  were  recommended 
for  new  fields,  and  many  new  fields  were 
recommended,  for  which  we  have  not  been 
able  to  find  suitable  men.  Many  import- 
apt  points  demand  our  immediate  atten¬ 
tion.  Towns  are  springing  up  on  the 
railroads,  on  the  N.  W.,  the  U.  P.,  the 
C.  B.  and  St.  Joe,  the  B.  M.,  the  R.  I.  and 
M.,  and  on  the  S.  C.  and  P.,  and  other 
roads  in  course  of  construction,  that  must 
not  be  neglected.  Eyes  may  be  opened, 
when  I  say  that  this  Presbytery  embraces 
an  extent  of  territory  greater  than  all 
New  England,  with  New  York  added.  It 
extends  to  the  Rocky  ^fountains.  We 
hope  to  have  a  man  soon  in  Helena,  to 
look  after  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the 
miners  in  that  distant  Territory  of  Mon¬ 
tana,  and  also  to  send  a  man  to  Salt  Lake, 
the  very  heart  of  Mormondom.  If  the 
Board  of  Missions  can  give  us  one-half 
the  assistance  that  we  need,  this  Presby¬ 
tery  will  double  its  ministers  and  its 
churches  during  the  ensuing  year.  We 
must  increase  thus  rapidly,  if  we  keep 
pace  with  the  demands  of  this  vast  and 
important  field. 

The  railroads  kindly  returned  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  Presbytery  free,  which  was  grati¬ 
fying  to  home  missionaries  with  empty 
pockets.  Superintendent  Strong  also 
kindly  loaded  all  the  members,  that  re¬ 
turned  through  Council  Bluffs,  upon  an 
engine,  and  took  them  down  to  see  the 
western,  wonder,  the  Omaha  bridge,  the 
oundation  of  which  is  now  being  laid. 
This  was  explored  and  explained  to  their 
satisfaction  when  they  were  again  loaded  f 
and  returned.  As,  therefore,  the  Presby-  j 
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the  high  bluff  above  Sioux  City  you  can  : 
now  take  leave  ofthem  a3  they  aWscram 


bling  down  from  the  pile  of  wood  in  the 

“  leader,”  upon  which  they  have  had 
their  free  and  merry  »  e.  Nebkasi!;a. 


DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

The  Wants  of  the  Field. 

Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  July  12,  1869. 

Messrs.  Editors — Forty-two  mile3  of 
railroading  down  the  beautiful  valley  of 
the  Missouri  to  Nebraska  City ;  an  after¬ 
noon  and  evening  with  Mr.  D.  J.  McCann, 
the  leading  ruling  elder  of  our  church  in 
Nebraska — thirty-five  miles  of  staging 
across  beautiful  rolling  prairies,  and  we 
arrive  at  our  objective  point,  Tecumseh, 
the  county  seat  of  Johnson  county,  Ne¬ 
braska,  situated  on  the  Great  Nemaha 
river,  for  creek.)  It  is  a  pleasant  village 
of  three  or  four  hundred  inhabitants,  and 
the  junction  of  two  proposed  railroads. 
A  number  of  Presbyterians  are  scattered 
through  the  county.  These  have  been 
visited  at  different  times  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  by  Mr.  Peck,  a  licentiate  of  this  Pres¬ 
bytery.  Mr.  Peck  spending  his  seminary 
vacation  in  missionary  explorations,  has, 
amid  many  hardships  and  much  self- 
denial,  accomplished  a  good  work  for  the 
Church. 

CHURCHES  ORGANIZED. 

It  wa3  with  pleasure,  then,  that  we  met 
on  Sabbath- with  the  members  gathered 
up  by  his  labor,  and  organized  them  into 
a'  church.  Last  month  churches  were 
organized  at  Red  Oak  Junction,  the 
county  seat  of  Montgomery  county,  Iowa, 
and  one  of  the  most  promising  railroad 
towns  in  this  section  of  the  State  off  of 
the  Missouri  river,  and  at  West’s  school 
house  in  Adam3  county,  Iowa. 

MODEL  CHURCH.  L 

While  on  the  subject  of  church  organi¬ 
zation,  the  following  petition,  sent  to  one 
of  the  Iowa  Presbyteries,  may  not  be 
uninteresting. 

11  Fathers  and  Brethren — We,  the  un¬ 
dersigned  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  others,  preferring  the  same, 
and  being  willing  to  support  it,  feeling 
desirous  to  promote  the  cause  of  Christ 
and  our  own  spiritual  interests,  and  wish¬ 
ing  faithfully  to  perform  6ur  duty,  as  we 
may  be  assisted  by  Divine  grace;  respect¬ 
fully  ask  you  to  organize  a  church  in 

- — ,  to  be  called  the  Presbyterian 

church  of  - ,  if  you  judge  the  way 


“In  making  this  request,  we  wish  to 
say  further,  that  we  cordially  receive  and 
adopt  the  doctrj/nes  and  order  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  expressed  in  the 
Confession  of  Faith — that  we  will  study 
its  peace,  unity,  and  purity — that  we  will 
endeavor  to  promote  its  interests  by  our 
example,  personal  labors  and  means,  and 
contribute  to  all  its  objects  of  benevo¬ 
lence  as  God  may  prosper  U3. 

/‘We  will  sustain  and  encourage  the 
minister  or  pastor*#?  this  church  by  our 
prayers,  and  our  cooperation  with  him 
and  his  assistants,*  tpSBrders  and  deacons. 
We  will  never  spia^disrespectfully  of 
him;  nor  hear  others  do  so.  We  will 
maintain  and  hold  the  relation  of  minis¬ 
ter  and  people  to  be  sacred  and  invio¬ 
late,  except  for  some  misdemeanor,  judged 
by  the  Presbytery  to  involve  unfaithful¬ 
ness  in  the  discharge  of  his  official  or  per¬ 
sonal  duties.” 

MINISTERS  WANTED. 

The.  fields  are  indeed  white  to  the  har¬ 
vest,  but  the  laborers  are  few.  A  minis¬ 
ter  is  very  much  needed  at  Algona,  Kos¬ 
suth  county,  Northern  Iowa.  This  is  the 
centre  of  a  large  and  important  missionary 
region,  and  one  that  is  rapidly  filling  up 
with  settlers.  For  further  information 
write  to  Mr.  J.  G.  Schryver,  Algona, 
Iowa. 

One  is  wanted  for  Leon,  and  Decatur 
City,  Decatur  county,  Iowa.  Address 
the  Rev.  J.  Osmond,  Osceola,  Iowa. 

One  is  wanted  at  Corning  and  other 
points  in  Adams  county,  Iowa.  Address 
the  Rev.  S.  A.  .McElhinney,  Bedford, 
Iowa.  Mr.  Wilson,  licentiate,  will  oc¬ 
cupy  this  field  for  two  months,  unless  a 
permanent  minister  can  be  secured  sooner. 

One  for  Red  Oak  Junction  and  vicinity, 
Montgomery  county,  Iowa.  This  is  a 
very  promising  field.  Address  elder 
Thomas  Rogers,  Red  Oak  Junction, 
Iowa. 

One  for  Page  county,  Iowa.  This  is 
reported  to  be  the  second  county  in  the 
State  for  Presbyterian  element.  Through 
the  energetic  labors  of  Mr.  Alexander 
Darley,  candidate  for  the  ministry,  three 
churches  are  ready  for  organization.  Ad¬ 
dress  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Westcott,  Clarinda, 
Iowa. 

One  for  Hamburgh  and  vicinity,  a 
growing  village  on  the  Council  Bluffs 
and  St.  Joseph  Railroad. 

Also  for  Tecumseh  and  Helena,  in 
Johnson  countv.  Nebraska.  Address  the 


!  Key.  J.  C.  Elliott,  Nebraska  City,  Ne¬ 
braska. 

V  One  for  Falls  City  and  Salem,  Richard¬ 
son  county,  Nebraska.  Address  the  Rev. 
H.  M.  Giltner,  Pawnee  City,  Nebraska. 

Plattsmouth.  and  Bellvue,  Nebraska, 
two  churches  on  the  Missouri  river,  are 
vacant.  They  each  have ,  comfortable 
church  buildings. 

A  minister  is  wanted  for  Fremont, 
Nebraska,  and  neighboring  places.  Fre¬ 
mont  has  a  population  of  two  thousand, 
and  is  the  most  important  place  on  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  between  Omaha 
and  Cheyenne,  a  distance  of  five  hundred 
miles. 

There  are  many  other  points  needing 
men,  but  a  special  and  pressing  need  for 
men  at  the  places  above  named.  Men  of 
faith  and  energy,  and  endurance,  can 
here  accomplish  a  great  work  for  the 
Master. 

Who  will  come?^_ 

The  Presbytery  of  Iowa  City  recently  li¬ 
censed  Mr.  Robert  Court  as  a  preacher  of 
the  Gospel  at  Malcom  ;  and  the  Presbytery 
of  Des  Moines  licensed  Mr.  Edward  E.  Bay- 
liss  at  De  Soto.  These  young  brethren  are 
to  be  ordained  at  our  regular  meetings  in 
April.  They  are  earnest  men  and  valuable 
accessions  to  our  home  missionary  forces. 

All  our  Presbyteries  are  voting  for  Re¬ 
union  on  the  Joint  Basis,  with  the  Smith  and 
Gurley  amendment  and  Article  Ten  expung¬ 
ed,  and  authorizing  our  General  Assembly 
to  be  a  party  to  the  union  on  these  terms. 

Several  new  and  promising  fields  are  now 
being  opened  and  occupied,  and  the  cry  still 
comes  to  us  for  help  from  places  not  yet 
reached  in  Dakota  Territory,  in  the  interior 
of  Nebraska  and  Iowa,  and  from  points  along 
the  lines  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  and 
its  branches.  We  are  also  invited  to  establish 
mission  churches  in  three  of  our  most  im¬ 
portant  and  growing  cities,  as  soon  as  suit¬ 
able  men  for  that  work  can  be  found.  We 
find  a  few  of  our  people  in  the  outskirts  of 
these  cities  and  among  the  new  settlements. 
They  naturally  look  unto  us  for  the  “  means 
and  the  ordinances.”  If  we  supply  them 
now,  they  will  soon  take  form  as  organized 
churches,  but  if  we  fail  to  do  this,  others 
■will  do  it  instead  of  us,  and  by-and-byo  they  ! 
will  be  in  possession  of  our  inheritance. 

Besides  these  new  and  promising  fields  so 
.much  in  need  of  men,  there  are  several 
Vhurches  in  Iowa  with  membership  ranging 
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from  twenty  to  eighty,  and  dependent,  in 
part,  upon  missionary  aid,  now  looking  for 
ministers,  viz  :  Adel,  Albion,  Clarence,  Cler¬ 
mont,  Centre  Point,  Centreville,  West  Lib¬ 
erty,  and  Janesville.  These  places  are  all 
good  fields  for  earnest,  active  men. 

Within  the  past  six  weeks  six  new  churches 
have  been  added  to  our  list  of  churches,  and 
but  one  new  man  to  our  list  of  ministers. 


Three  of  these  churches  are  in  growing  rail¬ 
road  towns.  The  time  has  surely  come  for 
our  young  men,  strong  and  full  of  zeal,  and 
our  experienced  and  practical  men  to  “move 
on  ”  westward  in  force  and  occupy  this  good¬ 
ly  land  for  Christ  and  His  Church. 

Our  Home  Missionary  Committee  have 
said  “  Push  forward,”  and  given  us  a  prom¬ 
ise  that  they  will  help  us  hold  all  the  ground 
in  their  contributions.  Some  of  them  are 
supporting  one,  and  others  two  missionaries 
of  their  own.  One  school  has  undertaken  to 
build  an  edifice  in  every  town  on  the  line  of 
one  of  our  principal  railroads,  in  which  we 
have  an  organized  church,  while  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  which  that  Sabbath-school  belongs 
will  support  at  least  three  of  our  home  mis¬ 
sionaries  for  the  current  year.  This  school 
and  church  I  think  should  head  the  “  Roll 
of  Honor.” 

Aside  from  this,  never  before  have  the 
ladies  of  our  wealthy  churches  filled  and 
sent  so  many  valuable  “  missionary  boxes,” 
or  in  their  letters  to  the  brethren  expressed 
such  cheering  interest  and  sympathy  in  their 
work.  We  feel  as  if  somebody,  and  the  Spir¬ 
it  of  God  had  been  at  work  stirring  up  oth¬ 
ers,  as  well  as  “L.  Y.  W.”  in  behalf  of 
Christ’s  workers  “  west  of  the  Mississippi.” 
And  in  view  of  all  these  things,  and  in  con¬ 
fidence  that  even  more  will  yet  be  done  by 
the  friends  of  Home  Missions,  we  appeal  to 
those  good  brethren  who  “  wrant  more  room 
to  grow,”  and  are  desirous  of  “  being  heard 
at  the  West,”  to  come,  and  stay,  and  work 
with  patient  perseverance,  and  they  will  not 
only  “grow”  and  be  “heard,”  but  appre¬ 
ciated  and  loved  ;  for  nowhere  are  the  devo¬ 
ted  and  earnest  ministers  of  Christ  more 
highly  esteemed  or  more  cordially  welcom¬ 
ed,  when  they  manifest  in  a  good  degree  in 
themselves  those  beautiful  qualities  of  heart 
and  mind  which  they  labor  to  promote  in 
others.  We  invite  them,  therefore,  not  only 
to  the  care  and  the  toil,  but  to  the  glorious 
results  which  we  soon  hope  to  see  realized. 

Adel,  Iowa,  Feb.  25th,  18G9.  -ctr  n 
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DEATHS  IN  THE  MINISTRY 


We  are  called  upon  to  announce  this 
week  the  departure  out  of  this  life  ot  a 
venerable  father  in  the  ministry  anu 
pioneer  of  our  church  in  the  West,  anu 
also  the  decease  of  a  young  brother  in  the 
ministry,  who  had  just  entered  upon  a  new 
and  promising  field  of  labor,  j  A*- 

Rev.  Salmon  Cowles,  died  at  the  resi- 
dence  of  his  son-in-law  at  West  Point*. 
Iowa,  on  the  morniDg  of  the  25th  ult.,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  84  years  and  9  months. 

This  venerable  servant  of  God  had  fell 
for  some  time  past  that^his  work  on  earth 
was  done,  and  he  waited  in  faith  anu 


CiO  UVUVJ  - - 

-ntmtu'.ft  the  summons  of  his  Lord  an  | 
Master.  He  was  long  the  friend  and  co¬ 
laborer  of  the  late  father  Bell.  They  long 
labored  together  as  pioneers  on  ihe  Jiamis 
field.  We  trust,  tfiey  have  now  entered 
together  upon  that  blessed  rest  which  re¬ 
mains  for  the  people  of  God. 

A _  .  ,  - 


good  to  be  true.  Turning  to  his  wife  and 
children,  he  said,  much  as  I  love  you  all* 

I  love  Jesus  more.  Having  requested  the  'y 
others  to  retire,  he  commended  his  wife 
and  each  of  his  children  to  Jesus.  He 
requested  that  his  two  little  boys  be 
trained  for  the  gospel  ministry.  His  suf¬ 
ferings  were  severe,  and  his  mind  at  times 
delirious,  but  the  mention  of  Jesus’  name 
would  restore  his  reason,  and  he  would 
again  be  able  to  converse  intelligently.  A 
few  hours  before  his  death,  when  asked 
by  a  ministerial  brother  if  he  had  the 
supports  of  religion,  he  replied,  “  O  won- 
derfully—I  could  not  have  believed  that  one 
could  be  so  sure  of  Heaven.”  “  Just  as  I 
am,  without  one  plea,  etc.,”  was  often  on 


“ me  people  ot  Uod. 

A  more  extended  notice  will  doubtless, 
be  prepared  of  bis  life,  character  and 


labors, 


Rev.  John  Frothingham  died,  in  Cedar* 
Rapids,  Iowa,  March  26th,  of  pleuro¬ 
pneumonia.  /V  (d 
The  deceased  attended  the  meeting  off 
the  Synod  of  Iowa  in  Cedar  Rapids,  last 
October,  and  one  church  in  that  place  be~ 
mg  without  a  pastor,  he  was  invited  to 
supply  them  lor  six  months.  This  invita¬ 
tion  he  accepted,  and  removed  with  his> 
family  from  his  former  charge  in  Galesville* 
Wisconsin.  He  entered  upon  his  new 
field  of  labor  with  a  zeal  perhaps  beyond 
his  physical  ability.  His  health  soon  be¬ 
came  impaired,  but  he  continued  to  meet 
all  his  appointments,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  until  within  a  week  of  his 
death,  when  he  was  attacked  with  pleurisy. 
At  first  his  condition  was  not  considered 
dangerous,  but  two  or  three 'days  before 
his  death  his  recovery  became  doubtful: 
When  informed  that  he  would  probably  - 
not  recover,  he  smiled,  and  said  that  h ^ 
was  glad,  but  was  afraid  the  news  wag  too 


his  lips.  He  felt  a  very  deep  interest  in 
the  church  he  was  serving.  It  was  often 
the  subject  of  his  prayers,  even,  during  his 
last  hours.  A  few  minutes  before  his 
death,  he  requested  all  to  stand  and  repeat 
in  concert  the  Lord’s  prayer,  and  raising 
himself  up  in  his  bed,  he  repeated  it  witki 
them,  uttering  every  word  distinctly.  At 
one  o’clock,  on  Friday  morning,  he  fell 
asleep  in  Jesus.  His  departure  was  calm 
and  easy,  without  the  movement  of  ». 
single  muscle.  All  who  were  with  him 
testify  that  he  was  a  bright  example  of  the 
power  of  Divine  Grace.  Death  to  him 
had  no  terrors.  It  was  a  harmless  shadows 
He  died  gloriously. 

He  was  buried  in  the  Cedar  Rapids 
Cemetery,  on  the  29th  ult.  The  funeral, 
services  were  held  in  church  and  were" 
very  solemn.  All  the  speakers  referred  to 
his  triumphant  death.  The  six  pall¬ 
bearers  were  all  pastors,  and  of  as  many 
different  denominations. 

Bro.  Frothingham  was  forty-one  yearn 
of  age  and  a  native  of  the  State  of  New 
York.  He  has  left  a  wife  and  five  children* 
who  seem  to  partake  of  the  spirit  of  the 
departed  husband  and  father,  in  their 
sweet  submission  to  the  will  of  God. 

The  deceased  has  two  brothers  in  the 
ministry,  Rev.  James  Frothingham,  pastor 


of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Lansing* 
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Iowa,  who  was  present  at  the  funeral* 

Rev.  Washington  Irvin  Frothingham,  pas- 
*  tor  of  a  Presbyterian  church  in  the  State 
of  New  York. 

The  0.  S.  Presbyterian  church  in  Cedar 
Rapids  is  again  without  a  pastor.  A 
sphere  of  usefulness  is  here  open. .  Wh& 
will  come  and  occupy  it  ?  a^ 


! 1  I  have  before  me  a  telegram  announc¬ 
ing  the  death  of  the  Rev.  John  Frothing- 
.ham,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  This 
brother,  twelve  or  fourteen  years  ago,  was 
an  elder  in  my  church,  and  connected 
as  an  engineer  with  one  of  the  largest 
coal  companies  in  Wyoming  Valley.  He 
had  been  carefully  educated,  socially  and 
intellectually  ;  and  possessed  of  fine  tal¬ 
ents,  his  business  prospects  were  as  bright 
as  any  young  man  could  wish  .for.  Con- 
B trained  by  the  love  of  Christ,  and  with 
the  consent  of  his  friends,  he  left  us  anc 
went  to  Princeton,  where  he  spent  thre< 
years  in  preparing  to  preach  the  gospel 
Immediately  after  receiving  license  he 
went  to  the  West,  commissioned  by  oui 
Domestic  Board,  where  he  has  been  la¬ 
boring  earnestly  and  faithfully  ever  since. 
He  had  only  been  at  Cedar  Rapids  a  few 
months  when  the  Master  called  for  him. 

I  have  before  me  also  a  number  of  let¬ 
ters  from  this  departed  brother,  written 
in  confidence,  telling  me  of  his  trials  and 
triumphs  and  happiness  in  his  work.  It 
is  no  breach  of  confidence  for  me  to  state 
—1.  That  he  had  repeated  offers  to  leave 
his  missionary  work  for  a  pastorate,  with  - 
double  the  salary  he  was  receiving.  2. 
That  his  salary,  with  what  he  received 
from  the  Board,  did  not  reach  $600.  3. 

That  from  his  own  private  funds  he  was*  ■ 
obliged  to  spend  annually  $300  in  order 
to  live  in  the  most  frugal  manner.  4. 
Families  in  his  missionary  congregations, 
with  only  such  furniture  in  their  houses  j 
as  they  could  manufacture  themselves,  r 
paid  annually  towards  his  support  from  T 
$20  to  $25,  very  much  more  than  would  j- 
be  expected  of  persons  in  similar  circum-  1 
stances  in  large  and  wealthy  churches  in  * 
the  East. 

He  has  left  a  widow  and  five  orphan 
children.  What  he  has  spent  in  prepar¬ 
ing  to  preach  the  gospel,  and  in  sustain¬ 
ing  himself  in  his  work,  would  make  them 
comfortable.  I  have  no  fear  that  they 
will  be  allowed  to  suffer.  The  Husband 
of  the  widow  and  the  Father  of  the  father- 


a  church,  done  for  this  brother  our  whole 
duty  ?  When  we,  with  ample  means  at 
our  command,  obliged  our  poor  missiona¬ 
ries  to  sustain  themselves,  are  we  not 
guilty  of  oppression  ?  This  is  not  an 
isolated  case.  I  am  within  the  bounds  of 
truth  when  I  say  there  are  hundreds  in 
our  church  situated  very  much  as  Mr. 
Frothingham  was,  only  without  the  abil¬ 
ity  to  supplement  their  own  salaries. 

In  the  name  of  our  faithful,  laboring, 
struggling,  suffering  brethren  and  their 
families,  we  ask  not  for  boxes  of  clothing, 
and  special  collections  to  meet  pressing 
necessities — “to  keep  the  wolf  from  the 
door” — but  fora  plan  of  Sustenlation  that 
shall  be  worthy  of  our  church  and  of  our 
Master.  The  cry  of  starving  ministers 
and  their  families  that  came  to  our  ears 
last  fall  in  our  Synods,  mingled  strangely 
with  the  statements  of  those  who  were 
disposed  to  impress  us  with  the  growing 
strength  and  wealth  and  liberality  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  Our  church  is 
growing,  but  it  is  as  true  as  it  is  humili¬ 
ating,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
money  expended  in  this  development  is 
drawn  from  the  scanty  means  of  our  do¬ 
mestic  missionaries  and  their  families, 
who,  by  the  burdens  laid  on  them,  are 
being  pressed  to  the  earth  and  into  the 
earth.  N.  G.  P. 

DOMESTIC  MISSIONS. 

Missouri  River  Valley. 

Messrs.  Editors — The  Presbytery  of 
Missouri  River  is  probably  the  largest, 
geographically,  in  this  country.  Oom- 
fnencing  with  the  head  waters  of  the 
Missouri  river  in  Montana,  it  follows  that 
stream  for  at  least  three  thousand  miles, 
down  to  the  southern  line  of  Nebraska. 
The  missionary  character  and  pressing 
claims  of  this  widely  extended  field  give 
l  special  and  delightful  interest  to  the 
sessions  of  Presbytery.  Such  was  the 
fjmi-annual  session  jiW  closed  at  Nebras¬ 
ka  City.  A  large  portion  of  thef  time 
was  given  to  the  consideration  of  its  mis¬ 
sionary  operations,  and  comprehensive 
plans  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
work  were  earnestly  and  prayerfully  con¬ 
sidered. 


CHURCHES  ORGANIZED. 

The  District  Secretary  reported  the 
organization,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  thir¬ 
teen  churches  since  the  spring  session  of 
Presbytery,  the  supplying  with  preaching 
of  thirty  points,  twenty  of  which  were 
supplied  for  the  first  time,  and  the  em- 

fifteen  new  mis- 
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sionaries. 

CHURCH  BUILDINGS. 

Nearly  all  the  houseless  churches  of 
the  Presbytery  are  maturing  their  plans 
to  build  early  next  spring.  There  is  a 
growing  and  deepening  conviction  among 
the  missionary  Presbyteries  that  a  suita¬ 
ble  church  building  is  an  essential  requi¬ 
site  in  building  up  a  congregation. 


UNDER  GRADUATES. 

During  the  summer  the  Presbytery 
have  set  to  work  during  their  long  sum¬ 
mer  vacation  four  of  the  under  graduates 
of  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  North¬ 
west.  These  young  men  were  sent  out 
into  new  and  unexplored  fields,  and  did 
valuable  service.  The  more  immediate 
fruits  of  their  labor  has  been  the  organi¬ 
zation  by  Presbytery  of  six  new  churches. 

MISSIONARY  EXPERIENCE.  ' 

The  following  is  a  portion  of  the  report 
rendered  by  oue  of  these  young  men  for 
three  months  of  service: 

“My  field  included  five  counties,  cover¬ 
ing  an  area  of  over  twenty-six  hundred 
square  miles.  The  country  itself  is  beau¬ 
tifully  diversified  by  creeks,  (according 
to  western  iashion  called  rivers,)  fringed 
with  beautiful  stretches  of  timber.  On 
each  side,  and  between  the  large  streams, 
the  Nishnabatonas,  Tarkios,  Nodaways’ 
Nemahas,  &c.,  are  rich,  arable  bottom 
lands  and  gracefully  rolling  ridges.  The 
prairies  are  high  and  polling,  stretching 
back  from  the  wide  bottom  lands  of  the 
Missouri  river,  from  which  they  are  sepa¬ 
rated  by*  the  ever-present  bluffs.  Rail¬ 
roads  are  being  run  and  farms  taken  up 
in  every  direction  by  a  fine  and  superior 
class  of  people,  to  whom  religion  and 
education  are  very  dear. 

“  As  to  work  done,  I  rode  on  horse¬ 
back  seven  hundred  miles,  preaching 
thirty-eight  timesduring  the  three  months, 
averaging  three  sermons  a  Sabbath.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  first  nine  weeks,  which  was  my 
first  trip,  I  rode  five  hundred  miles, 
preaching  thirty  times,  twice  on  the  Sab¬ 
bath  to  general  congregations,  and  once 
to  the  children.  My  children  congrega¬ 
tions  were  always  the  largest,  numbering 
sometimes  as  high  as  four  hundred.  Then 
these  always  secured  a  larger  attendance 
at  the  evening  service.  In  the  morning, 

I  usually  preached  on  Christian  duties' 
and  in  the  evening,  on  salvation  througt 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  The  unconvertec 
attended  most  numerously  in  the  evening! 

“  In  these  various  forms  I  addressed  an 


aggregate  of  over  seven  thousand  people. 
My  largest  day’s  service  was  to  address  a 
Sabbath-school  at  nine  o  clock,  ride  three/*5 
and  a  half  miles  through  rain  or  shine, 
and  address  another  at  half-past  ten| 
preach  at  eleven,  A.  M.,  again  at  three, 
P.  M.,  and  still  again  at  four,  P.  M.  Mv 
smallest  day  s  service  was  one  sermon  to 
1  fifty  people;  but  that  sermon,  in  its  pre¬ 
paration  of  going  and  returning,  required 
one  hundred  and  ten  miles  of  horseback 
riding  through  the  eight  hot  davs  of  the 
first  of  August. 

“  My  manner  of  working  was  this  • _ I 

rode  from  twelve  to  fifty  miles  into  a 
neighboi hood,  and  inquired  from  house 
to  house  until  I  came  across  a  Presbyte-  ’ 
lian,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  I  found  some  1 
wherever  I  went.  From  the  Presbyte-  E 
nan  I  inquired  about  the  settlement,  its 
P®®P}®»_  especially  secured  the  names  j 
|  ot  all  the  "Presbyterians  I  could  hear  of. 
These  I  would  divide  up  among  the  re¬ 
maining  days  of  the  week,  and  visit  them 
all  before  the  Sabbath,  taking  dinner 
with  one,  and  staying  all  night  with  an¬ 
other.  This  method  in  one  place  required 
forty-one  miles  riding,  after  reaching  the 
neighborhood,  to  visit  twenty-three  mem¬ 
bers. 

“When  visiting  villages  not  previously 
explored  by  a  Presbyterian  missionary, 

I  called  at  every  house,  making  careful 
inquiry  as  to  their  religious  or  denomina¬ 
tional  preferences.  This  seems  to  be  the 
most  practical  method  of  finding  them 
out,  as  many  in  this  western  land  are  so 
intent  on  securing  earthly  homes,  that 
they  forget  the  ‘  mansions’  He  has  gone 
to  prepare.  For  example,  a  missionary 
visiting  a  growing  railroad  village  was 
told  that  there  were  but  two  or  three 
Presbyterians  in  the  place.  He  took  a 
religious  census  of  the  village,  and  found 
twenty.  I  followed  him,  and  found  eight 
or  ten  more  in  the  surrounding  country. 

So  also  in  another  place,  the  wickedest 
town  in  all  this  section,  I  found  fifteen 
where  I  was  told  there  were  but  three  or 
four.  In  that  place  I  held  a  service  in 
the  billiard  saloon.  It  was  the  hardest 
trial  of  my  faith.  Every  thing  opposed 
— robberies,  fighting,  drinking,  fearful 
women  and  weak-kneed  men.  The  glee 
club  promised  their  services,  but  only  one 
brave,  true  woman,  and  two  trembling 
men  helped  me.  With  her,  the  only 
query  was,  *  Is  it  right?  It  is  right,  and 
I  will  do  it.'  And  she  did  it,  though  at 
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first  her  voice  tTembl ed  as  she  led  the 
gTnging.  The  meeting  was  a  success,  and 
*  the  crowd,  that  seldom  hear  the  gospel, 
wanted  to  treat  us  to  lemonade  when  the 
services  closed. 
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“  In  thus  visiting  through  a  neighbor¬ 
hood,  I  had  many  opportunities  of  saying 
a  word  for  Jesus — of  prayer  with  fami¬ 
lies,  words  of  consolation  to  the  sick  and 
neglected.  I  had  also  many  opportuni¬ 
ties  of  addressing  the  public  schools  in 
their  pretty  white  houses — a  beautiful 
spot  every  few  miles  in  that  section. 
Through  a  notice  in  the  school,  and  a 
printed  handbill  which  I  could  easily  fill 
out,  the  public  were  informed  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  services.  My  printed  blank  wa3  as 
follows : 

RELIGIOUS  NOTICE. 

.  I  would  respectfully  inform  the  citizens  of 

i -  that  there  will  be  religious  service  at 

- ,  on  - morning,  at  -  o’clock, 

and  on - evening,  at  -  o’clock.  An 

address  to  the  children  at  the  same  place,  at 
- o’clock  of  - .  All  are  heartily  in¬ 
vited  to  attend. 


B- 


Presbyterian  Missionary. 

“As  an  example  of  my  visits  of  conso¬ 
lation,  I  rode,  upon  one  occasion,  ten 
miles  out  of  my  way  to  call  on  widow 

M - ,  whom  I  found,  after  two  attempts, 

away  down  in  the  woods  near - .  I 

read  John  xiv.,  prayed  with,  and  gave 
her  a  few  tracts.  While  reading  and  ex¬ 
pounding  the  chapter,  she  sat  with  her 
brown  arms  crossed  on  her  lap,  or  sup¬ 
porting  her  chin  with  her  hands,  an  old, 
ragged  piece  of  muslin  tied  around  her 
neck,  ‘  put  on  yesterday  morning  because 
she  felt  chilled,’  dressed  in  the  coarsest 
of  cloth,  nodding  her  head  and  smiling 
her  approbation  at  the  comforting  words, 

‘  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled.’  When 
I  bade  her  good-bye,  she  said  that  she 
would  be  “  terrible  glad  to  see  me  again.” 
Jder  cabin  was  one  of  the  most  original 
specimens  of  an  old-time  log  house.  Once 
in  taking  a  short  cut  across  the  country 
to  visit  an  invalid  Christian,  I  forced  my 
pony  rather  hurriedly  into  a  “slough.” 
She  went  down,  landing  me  in  the  softest 
of  mud  and  dirtiest  of  water.  Getting 
out  as  best  I  could,  and  putting  my  hand 
into  my  pocket  for  my  handkerchief,  to 
wipe  the  mud  from  my  face,  I  found  that 
it,  too,  was  all  mud.  Indeed,  my  hat  was 
was  about  the  only  thing  that  escaped. 
I  Laughing  at  my  extremely  ministerial  ex- 
ience 


family ;  Yode  three  or  four  miles  further 
on,  borrowed  a  suit  of  clothes,  and  preach¬ 
ed  to  about  fifty  people.  At  another  time 
I  came  i*cross  a  lady  formerly  from  Ohio. 
She  had  been  deprived  of  her  church  for 
five  years,  and  was  almost  beside  herself 
with  joy  to  see  me.  As  she  was  house¬ 
cleaning,  I  had  to  hold  the  baby  while 
she  “righted  things  and  got  dinner.”  It 
was  a  sight  to  behold  that  theological 
student,  with  hand  on  baby’s  breast  and 
back,  jolting  him  up  and  down,  the  little 
head  bobbing  back  and  forward  in  the  j 
most  serio-comic  manner.  So  much  for  a 
sample  of  the  humorous  side  of  my  mis¬ 
sionary  work. 

As  to  the  result  of  my  summer’s  work, 
one  church  has  been  organized  aud  others 
are  ready  for  organization.  A  large  sec¬ 
tion  of  country  has  been  explored  and 
prepared  for  a  permanent  ministry;  souls 
have  been  comforted,  and  the  gospel 
preached. 

OTOE  UNIVERSITY. 

The  Rev.  J.  C.  Elliott,  pastor  of  the 
Presbyterian  church  at  Nebraska  City, 
has  been  elected  President  of  this  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  entered  upon  his  labors. 
The  fall  session  opened  last  week,  with 
encouraging  prospects.  It  has  an  effi¬ 
cient  corps  of  teachers,  and  should  re¬ 
ceive  the  patronage  of  parents  in  the  val¬ 
ley  of  the  Missouri.  It  came  out  during 
the  discussions  in  Presbytery,  that  the 
means  by  which  this  institution  has  been 
sustained  have  been  largely  furnished* 
by  one  man,  the  efficient  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees.  All  honor  to  such 
men,  who  in  very  deed  hold  their  pro¬ 
perty  subservient  to  the  advancement  of 
the  Redeemer’s  kingdom. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
installation  of  the  Rev.  H.  M.  Giltner,  at 
Pawnee  City,  in  October.  The  basis  of 
re-union  sent  dbwn  by  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  14  to  2. 

The  headquarters  of  the  missionary 
operations  of  this  Presbytery  are  at  Coun¬ 
cil  Bluffs,  Iowa.  Through  the  converg¬ 
ing  of  the  various  railroads  at  that  point, 
north,  south,  east,  and  west,  it  becomes 
the  central  place  of  the  valley  ;  and  on 
account  of  its  accessibility,  is  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  District  Secretaries  of  boih 
branches  of  the  Church. 

Sheldon  Jackson. 


PRESBYTERY  OF  DESMOINES. 

This  body  met  in  Knoxville,  Illinois,  on 
the  2d  of  September,  with  a  larger  num¬ 
ber  in  attendance  than  usual.  The  re¬ 
ports  from  the  churches  indicated  activity 
and  growth.  The  subject  of  the  mission¬ 
ary  work  of  the  church  is,  with  us,  one 
of  deep  and  growing  interest.  It  gave 
special  interest  to  our  discussions  of  this 
work,  that  we  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing 
from  some  of  the  brethren  w7ho  are  acting 
as  district  missionaries;  Revs.  Sheldon 
Jackson  and  D.  L.  Hughes,  and  also  the 
Rev.  Wm.  Campbell,  District  Secretary 
for  this  State  of  the  New-school  body. 
The  addresses  of  these  brethren  were  lis¬ 
tened  to  with  great  interest.  K<*v.  S.  C. 
i  McCune,  of  the  Presbytery  of  Hunting- 
ton,  and  Rev.  David  Craig,  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Vinton,  were  received.-  The 
former  has  charge  at  Oskaloosa,  one  of 
the  most  flourishing  and  important  inland 
cities  of  the  State.  The  latter  has  charge 
of  a  newly  opening  field,  yet  one  full 'of 
promise,  Hartford,  Palmyra  and  Wheel- 
ing,  in  one  of  the  richest  agricultural  por¬ 
tions  of  the  State.  Rev.  A.  A.  Mathes, 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Fairfield,  has  en¬ 
tered  but  recently  another  of  our  vacant 
fields,  of  like  promise  and  importance, 
Leon  and  Decatur  City,  and  surrounding 
country.  Four  new  churches  have  been 
organized  since  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery.  The  following  extracts  from 
the  minutes  will  show  the  feeling  of  the 
Presbytery  in  regard  to  the  Missionary 
work. 

“.The  great  work,  howeverf  to  which 
the  Church  of  Christ,  now  appears  to  be 
more  especially  called,  regards  the  exten¬ 
sion  of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  in  the 
new  and  rapidly  enlarging  territories  of 
our  western  country  as  well  as  in  the 
Foreign  field.  This  work  includes  in  de¬ 
tail  all  the  different  agencies  and  means 
that,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  contribute  to 
the  success  of  the  work.  Hence  an  awa¬ 
kened  interest  on  the  part  of  our  indi¬ 
vidual  membership  is  an  indispensable 
agency  in  bearing  onward  the  missionary 
conquests  of  the  church. 

“  Resolved,  That  this  body  hails  with 
emotions  of  awakened  sympathy  the  gen¬ 
eral  device  adopted  by  the  General  As¬ 
sembly,  of  enlarging  the  contributions  of 
the  whole  church  by  initiating  a  system 
that  may  bring  the  obligations  of  Chris¬ 
tian  liberality  more  thoroughly  than  ever 
before  the  moral  sense  of  all  our  member- 
ship,  including  the  parents  and  childre 
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of  aH  'dur  housenorusr  ~~  -v  >  ' 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  different  forms  by 
which  infidelity  is  putting  forth  its  power 
to  possess  the  lead,  by  its  German  Ration¬ 
alism,  and  anti-Sabbath  and  anti-Christian 
usages,  together  with  the  Jesuitical  move¬ 
ments  of  the  Papacy  to  get  control  of  our 
iree  institutions — movements  that  menace 
our  country  with  another  great  conflict — 
most  imperatively  require  of  us  the  largest 
contributions,  most  liberal  devices,  and" 
most  fervent  prayers,  and  united  and  well 
sustained  efforts,  in  supplying  our  moral 
wastes,  and  laying  the  foundations  of 

Christ's  kingdom,  especially  in  this  great 
west,  on  the  solid  granite  of  God’s  truth. 

“  -Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  entreat 
our  ministers  and  elders  to  bring  this 
whole  subject,  as  brought  to  view  by  the 
action  of  the  General  Assembly,  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  action  of  Presbytery,  for¬ 
mally  before  their  respective  churches,  at 
as  early  a  period  as  practicable,  to  en¬ 
lighten  the  publip  conscience  of  the 
churches,  and  warm  the  hearts  of  God’s 
people,  and  enlarge  their  contributions  on 
behalf  of  the  entire  cause  of  the  Re¬ 
deemer. 

“  Resolved ,  That  we  have  heard  with 
great  interest  and  pleasure,  the  statements 
of  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Hughes  in  regard 
to  the  territories  of  our  country,  and  their 
religious  wants,  and  wrould  commend  the 
great  work  of  evangelization  in  the  moun¬ 
tain  regions  to  the  confidence  and  liberal¬ 
ity  of  our  churches,  while  we  feel  that 
God  is  loudly  calling  us  to  occupy  this 
great  field  for  Christ  at  the  earliest  prac¬ 
tical  period.” 

Another  extract: 

“  The  Presbytery  of  DesMoines,  feeling 
the  vital  importance  of  a  proper  recogni¬ 
tion,  on  the  part  of  our  civil  government, 
of  God  and  of  Christianity  as  the  only 
true  religion,  do  earnestly  sympathize 
with  the  objects  and  efforts  of  The  Na¬ 
tional  Reform  Association,  by  which  it  is 
designed  to  secure  such  amendments  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as 
that  there  shall  be  a  distinct  recognition 
of  the  government  of  Almighty  God,  and 
the  supreme  headship  and  authority  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  King  of  kings 
and  Lord  of  lords,  to  whom  belong  all 
the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  of  whose 
triumphant  reign  it  is  said  ‘  that  kingdom 
and  that  nation  that  will  not  serve  Thee 
shall  be  destroyed.’  To  this  object  we 
pledge  our  interest  and  sympathy,  regard¬ 
ing  it  as  an  important  means  of  preserving 


the  stability  and  permanency  of  our  civn 
^g9y*rnment  and  religious  liberty.  And 
"  nfilther,  that  we  recommend  to  our  minis¬ 
ters  to  preach  upon  this  subject  at  their 
discretion.” 

On  the  subject  of  Re-union,  it  was  re¬ 
solved  to  take  the  vote  by  rising,  previous 
to  which  the  roll  should  be  called,  and 
every  member  have  an  opportunity  of  ex¬ 
pressing  his  views,  and  the  reasons  for  his 
vote.  From  the  views  expressed,  while 
there  is  great  confidence  felt  in  the  sub¬ 
stantial  agreement  of  both  branches  of 
the  church,  it  is  plain  that,  so  far  as  the 
views  entertained  in  this  Presbytery  are 
any  index,  there  is  no  present  danger  of 
laxity  from  the  standards,  in  doctrine  or 
order. 

On  taking  the  vote,  twenty-one  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  and  one  in  the  negative. 

The  taking  of  the  vote  was  preceded 
and  followed  by  prayer,  that  the  whole 
church  might  be  greatly  enriched  with 
the  presence  and  power  of  God. 

J.  M.  Batchelder,  Slated  Cleric. 


iiev.  J.  M.  McDonald,  recently  of  Win- 
neconne,  Wisconsin,  has  taken  charge  of 
the  church  of  Algona,  Kossuth  county, 
Iowa. 

To  Presbyterian  emigrants  seeking  good 
and  cheap  land  for  pleasant  homes  in  a 
period  not  far  distant,  this  is  a  most  in¬ 
viting  section  of  Iowa,  and  one  at  which 
they  should  look  “  before  purchasing  else¬ 
where.”  The  railway  running  west  from 
McGregor  will  be  finished  to  Algona  in 
the  coming  spring,  and  the  Des  Moines 
Valley  road  will  pass  through  Kossuth 
county.  The  people  will  thus  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  southern  and  an  eastern 
outlet.  In  no  part  of  Iowa  do  the  people 
enjoy  better  health  than  on  the  beautiful 
and  well-watered  prairies  of  Kossuth 
county.  Those  wishing  for  farther  infor¬ 
mation  on  this  subject,  can  address  Rev. 

J.  M.  McDonald,  or  J.  S.  Love,  Esq., 
Algona,  Kossuth  county,  Iowa. 

And  now  good-bye  till  you  are  through 
with  the  proceedings  of  the  Assembly. 

If  any  one  is  praying  for  a  short  session, 

I  say  “Amen.”  Calvin. 

A  FEW  ITEMS. 

ReyJT.  S.  Reed,  formerly  of  Hudson, 
Wisconsin,  has  removed  to  Eddyville 
Iowa,  and  taken  charge  of  our  churcl 

there.  #  -  * 

Rev.  John  Crozier  declines  the  call  to 
the  Tipton  and  New  York  churches, 

Iowa.  .   ......  ,  


WHO  WANTS  A  FIELD  ?  ,j| 

Across  Northern  Missouri  two  hun¬ 
dred  miles,  meeting  more  recent  settle¬ 
ments  and  fe  wer  signs  of  Christian  ef¬ 
fort,  we  reach  St.  Joseph,  an  old  city 
of  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  where 
churches  still  retain  the  alienations 
and  divisions  of  the  late  war. 

The  road  thence  to  this  city,  Council 
Bluffs,  one  hundred  and  thirty  mdes, 
opened  one  year  ago,  runs  through  the 
rich  alluvial  bottom  of  the  Missouri. 
Its  superintendent,  a  son  of  President 
Hopkins  of  Williams  College,  and  the 
American  Board  of  Missions,  is  deep¬ 
ly  interested  in  Gospel  work.  He 
says  that  until  a  few  weeks  ago,  of 
twelve  towns  built  since  September, 
1868,  not  one  had  church,  preaching, 
or  Sabbath  School.  Recently  at  one 
point,  a  building  has  been  erected,  for 
union  evangelical  preaching,  to  be  used 
during  the  week  for  school  purposes. 
Measures  have  also  been,  taken  for  se¬ 
curing  similar  privileges  at  another  of 
the  twelve  villages.  But  what  of  the 
ten  ?  Hearty  co  operation  is  prom¬ 
ised  for  a  missionary  colporteur  for- 
this  work.  Who  wili  be  the  laborer  ? 
Who  will  pledge  his  support?  Who 
will  furnish  him  with  books  and  tracts 
for  Lis  Sabbath  School  and  family 
work  ?  _ _____ 

COUNCIL  BLUFFS  AND  OMASA 

stand  facing  eich  ether  upon  the  East 
and  West  branches  of  the  Missouri, 
commercial  rivals,  the  former  the  older, 
with  ten  thousand  inhabitants,  the  lat¬ 
ter  with  twice  that  number.  The 
members  of  evangelical  churches  in 
this  city  number  6*50 ;  in  Omaha  about 
1,225.  They  are  generally  faithful, 
devoted,  and  self-sacrihcmg  ;  and.  while 
their  efforts  are  unremitted  at  home, 
they  are  stretching  out  their  hands  to 
the  towns  on  the  borders  beyond. 
Measures  have  already  been  taken  for 
the  organization  of  a  City  Tract  Soci¬ 
ety,  which  wo  hope  will  be  consumma¬ 
ted  at  a  public  meeting  called  for  to* 
morrow  evening. 

Another  meeting  in  the  interest  of 
the  tract  work  is  appointed  for  Omaha  • 
so  that  we  shall  leave  for  the  real  West 
assured  of  the  sympathy  of*  those  last 
churches  of  our  Eastern  homes. 
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IUv.  SheWon  J*«kl0“  S”I'*na' 

teadeut  of  Presbyterian  mUsious  row 
Council  Hlufts,  and  Rev.  J .  C.  Who 
President  of  Otoe  Un.versUy,  Neb, 
City,  will  visit  this  place  on  Satmday 
nest,  for  the  purpose  of  organising  a 

Presbyterian  church,  ^cruceowi 
\u  held  at  the  brick  Suhool  house  at 
3  o’clock  P.  M.  when  it  vs  hoped  there 
will  be  a  full  attendance,  and  an  or¬ 
ganization  effected. 


Indianapolis.— We  had  a  grand  day 
oi  Home  Missions  yesterday.  Dr.  Ken¬ 
dall,  with  Rev.  Mr.  Stowe,  of  Western 
New  1  ork.  and  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  of 
the  Rocky  Mountain  district,  preached  in 
our  churches  in  the  morning,  and  with  the 
Jig  map  addressed  a  large  union  meeting 
in  the  evening.  A  new  impulse  was  given 
to  the  work.  May  yon  see  them  on  as 
blight  a  day  in  Cincinnati. 

Nov.  11,  1872. 
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For  the  Presbyterian. 

SOUTH-WESTERN  IOWA 

I  J;Z  “  °U "  P^terian-Kn  apolo^ 

above  butrS1T  f°r  -addressi'^  rou  2 

37OU  by  tlmf-  0Q  y  °nQ  1S  ^lat  ^  0QCe  ca^eG 

for  a  Chica-m  -1  dV  est  I  subscribed 
well  your  Wha“  tTeTt  7?°*  " 

catne  Uid  not  renew  my 

which  I  L  Tl fried  friend  »f  ‘he  fit 

get  alongthhtTit  rTJ’  1  C°U'd 

mistake,  and  after’  w  v  *?»'”*  my 
sent  forward  the  "S  “  feW  moaths> 
-reefed  the  fl  ,  "<Ja,SU0  amount,  and 

fhi.  of 

worth  twice  their  cost  I  f  '"Tr  Pap,ers  are 

Presbyterian  for  a  sheets  T  the 

I  intend  -j  , 6  nchor’  antl  a«  such 
x  in[ena  to  sail  with  it  until 

^ded.  But  enough  0f  this  aq  r  ^  15 

writing  of  our  new  ^hureh  and  its 

^oyearsa«oRev.J.  E  NaXSDD‘ 

of  W  estern  New  York,  ran  over  from  CM- 
cago,  after  the  adjourn  meat  of  the  General 


Assembly,  and  while'  here  called  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  your  readers  to  the  Presbyterian 
church  of  Corning,  Iowa.  Since  that  time 
we  have  erected,  and  now  worship  in  a  new 
brick  building,  of  modern  style  of  architect 
ture,  beautifully  located  upon  a  corner  lot  on 
one  of  the  main  avenues  of  our  new  and 
growing  town.  Having,  since  the  organiza¬ 
tion  of  our  church  by  the  Rev.  Sheldon 
Jackson,  worshipped  at  intervals  in  various 
halls,  and  the  churches  of  the  Congregational 
and  Methodist  societies,  (both  of  which  have 
kindly  allowed  us  the  use  of  their  buildings 
when  asked,)  we  now  feel  at  home,  and  fully 
appreciate,  after  “boarding  around,”  what 
it  is  to  have  a  house  of  our  own. 

About  the  1st  of  May  we  called  as  pastor 
the  Rev.  C.  F.  James,  of  Oxford,  N.  Y , 
who  was  at  once  duly  installed  as  our  pastor 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Council  Bluffs,  and  the 
entire  congregation  think  we  have  the  “right 
man  in  the  right  place.”  We  have  four 
ruling  elders,  deacons,  superintendent  of 
Sabbath  schools,  and  committees  ad  infini¬ 
tum.  Our  pastor  intends  the  Corning  church 
to  be  a  working  church  ;  and  while  he  does 
not  propose  to  have  any  idle  members,  he 
wishes  to  perform  his  share  of  the  labor,  and 
is  doing  so  each  da}r.  Preaching  twice  each 
Sabbath,  and  teaching  a  large  Bible  class 
connected  with  the  church,  he  yet  has  the 
inclination,  and  finds  time  to  go  out  to  the 
neighboring  school  houses  and  preaches  to 
those  who  would  not  otherwise  hear  him. 
While  this  is  doing  a  good  work  for  the 
Master,  it  also  brings  pastor  and  people  to¬ 
gether,  and  enlarges  the  acquaintance  of  one, 
so  important  to  the  full  development  of  the 
work  intrusted  to  his  care.  The  benefits  of 
this  work  are  both  seen  and  feft,  as  from  a 
small  number  of  Presbyterians  has  grown  up 
a  live,  working  church  with  over  sixty  mem¬ 
bers,  a  Sabbath  school  with  over  seventy- 
five  scholars,  and  a  prayer-meeting  where 
each  Wednesday  evening  from  thirty  to 
fifty  warm-hearted  Christians  meet  in  praise 
and  prayer. 


*  •. 
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PRESBYTERIANISM, 

: 

[  From  the  Reformation  to  tlie  IScdica’ 
tion— History  and  Architecture. 

The  principal  feature  of  difference 
between  Presbyterians  and  other  Chris¬ 
tian  denominations  lies  in  tenets  con-  j 
corning  ecclesiastical  policy,  they  hold-  ‘ 
j  ing  to  a  system  of  church  government ! 

|  by  presbyteries,  and  denying  the  epis-  j5 
copal  principle  incorporated  in  many 
others.  The  following  are  the  material 
distinctive  points  of  strictly  Pres 
byterian  churches.  The  presby¬ 
tery  is  the  leading  judicatory; 
the  whole  care  of  the  flock  is  committed 
to  a  minister  or  teaching  cider,  and  rul¬ 
ing  elders;  all  ministers  of  the  word  and 
sacraments  are  on  an  equality;  ruling 
elders,  as  the  representatives  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  form  a  part  of  all  ecclesiastical 
bodies,  in  which  they  have  equal  author¬ 
ity  with  teaching  ciders;  and  a  system 
of  judicatories,  rising  one  above  another, ' 
which  secures  to  each  church  the  watch  | 
and  care  of  its  appropriate  judicatory,  j 
and  to  the  whole  body  an  efficient! 
system  of  review  and  control. 

The  Presbyterian  denominations  is 
the  United  States  may  be  reckoned  as 
the|  daughter  of  the  church  or  kirk  of 
Scotland,  which  had  its  remote  origin 
in  the  first  introduction  of  the  principles  1 
of  the  Reformation  into  that  country, 
about  1527.  Presbyterians  began  to  ira. 
migrate  to  the  American  colonies  from 
Scotland  and  the  north  of  Ireland  as 
early  as  1CS9.  Since  that  time,  after  dis¬ 
sensions  and  reunions  on  one  point  and 
and  another,  Presbyterianism  in  this 
country  has  finally  crystallized  into 
the  following  general  divisions: 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  United  Presbyterians  ; 
in  the  United  States,  Southern  Presby- 
tcrlan  Church,  Cumberland  Presby¬ 
terians,  and  Reformed  Presbyterians. 

The  first  named  is  the  principal  or-  jj 
ganizafcion,  and  the  statistics  published  j! 
j  by  its  General  Assembly  of  1874  make  jj 


the  following  exhibit:  Synods,  85; 
presbyteries,  174;  ministers,  4,597; 
churches,  4,940 ;  communicants,  495,034. 

The  Presbyterian  Society  of  Sioux 
City  is  identified  with  “the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  Amer¬ 
ica,”  which  was  constituted  in  1870  by  a 
union  of  what  was  then  known  as  the 
Old  and  New  Schools.  The  following 
is  a  brief  history  of  the  organization 
and  subsequent  career  of  the  society: 

,  During  the  summer  of  1850,  Rev.  C. 
!  D.  Martin  preached  occasionally,  but 
•  the  society  makes  a  landmark  of  Sep- 
i  temberll,  of  that  year,  on  which  day 
1  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Chestnut  arrived  here, 
and  on  the  following  Sabbath  he  preached 
in  the  attic  story  of  a  building  then 
standing  on  Pearl  street,  between  Sec¬ 
ond  and  Third.  Mr.  Chestnut  continued 
holding  services  as  regularly  as  circum¬ 
stances  would  permit,  and  August  2, 
1857,  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Sioux  City  was  organized  with  a 
membership  of  13,  consisting  of 
the  following  persons:  A.  C.  Sheetzi 
Catherine  Sheetz,  John  L.  Campbell, 
Elizabeth  C.  Coplan,  Jane  Chestnut, 
Jane  Ann  Sharp,  Jane  Ann  Cameron,  G. 
R.  McDougall,  Ezra  Millard,  Anna  Mil¬ 
lard,  Alexander  T.  Williams,  and 
William  Sawhill. 

In  July,  1859,  the  erection  of  the  old 
portion  of  the  building  used  by  the  soci¬ 
ety  heretofore  was  contracted  for  with 
G.  R.  McDougall  at  $950  for  a  house  24x 
86,  which  was  completed  in  eight  weeks( 
and  dedicated  September  25,  1859. 

Mr.  Chestnut’s  ministry  here  closed  in 
August,  1881,  and  the  pulpit  of  the 
church,  the  erection  of  which  he  had 
been  so  energetic  in  securing,  remained 
without  a  stated  preacher  until  June  1, 
1862,  when  Rev,  Stephen  Phelps  ar¬ 
rived  and  supplied  the  place  until  Oc¬ 
tober,  1864. 

After  the  removal  of  Mr.  Phelps,  the 
j  church  was  without  a  pastor  until  the 
j  arrival  of  Rev.  A.  E  Smith,  whose 
labors  here  commenced  in  the  autumn  of 
1866,  closing  in  November,  1869. 


The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Ei  H.  Avery, 
began  bis  work  here  February  1, 1870, 
but  his  formal  inst  illation  did  not  take 
place  until  April  38,  1873. 

Upon  the  rolls  of  the  church  during 
j  the  first  nine  years  of  its  existence,  to 
the  beginning  of  Mr.  Smith’s  ministry, 
but  thirty-six  names  were  placed,  during 
which  time  a  loss  of  fifteen  was 
sustained  by  death  and  removal. 

|  In  the  next  three  years,  nineteen  names 
were  added  while  the  last  five  years 
have  increased  the  membership  115, 
making  the  entire  number  of  individ¬ 
uals  connected  with  the  church  thus  far 
170.  Of  these,  134  £tili  nominally  be¬ 
long  to  it  but  the  practical  membership 
is  about  130. 

Notwithstanding  the  addition,  in 
i  1870,  of  20  feet  to  the  length  of  the 
|  building,  and  a  change  iu  its  interior  ar¬ 
rangements  so  as  to  increase  the  number 
1  of  sittings,  it  was  found  that  the  attend? 
auee  of  the  past  year  could  not  be  com¬ 
fortably  accommodated,  and  this  led  to 
a  movement  for  a  more  capacious  place 
cf  worship.  This  has  been  supplied  in 
a  new  building  just  completed  on  the 
corner  of  Sixth  and  Nebraska  streets, 
which  was  formerly  dedicated  last  Sun¬ 
day.  It  is  a  handsome  Gothic  frame  edi¬ 
fice,  38  by  70  feet,  one  story  high,  with 
a  spire  on  the  southeast  corner,  whose 
fop  stands  90  feet  high  from  the  founda¬ 
tion.  On  the  northwest  corner  i3  the 

I 

smoke-tower,  oyer  which  is  placed  a 
large  cover  of  galvanized  iron. 

The  ordinary  seating  capacity  of  the 
auditory  is  350,  but  an  assembly  of  450 
can  be  accommodated.  The  fipisk  of  the 
room  is  neat,  with  no  attempt  at  any  dis¬ 
play,  the  walls  being  simply  of  hard 
plaster.  The  ceiling  has  a  pitch  slightly 
less  acute  than  that  of  the  roof,  and  in  it 
are  exposed  the  truss  timbers  and  their 
.  spandrels,  which  are  finished 
!  in  their  natural  color  as 
jare  also  the  dcors,  window-frames  and 
rdl  the  interior  wood-work.  In  the 
j  back  of  the  room  is  a  recess  three  feet 
deep  and  ten  feet'  wide,  the  sides  of 
which  join  in  a  pointed  arch  above, 


and  inside  and  extending  in  front  of 
which  is  the  speaker’s  platform.  At 
the  opposite  end  of  the  room,  between 
the  towers,  is  the  choir  platf^m. 
On  eaeh  side  of  the  house 
\re  five  wdndow3,  in  the 
sides  of  the  recess,  are  two  others,  and 
in  the  middle  of  the  front  of  the  build¬ 
ing  13  a  very  large  one — all  filled  with 
j  ground  glass  centers,  and  borders  and 
heads  of  colored  glass.  The  doors  and  ! 
windows  are  all  made  with  a  pointed! 

j. 

arch .  i 


The  furniture  of  the.  platform  is  in 
elegant  taste,  the  pulpit  being  a  piece 
of  unusual  artistic  excellence.  The  seats 
|  are  very  comfortable  and  of  neat  design  ! 
I  The  heating  and  ventilating  arrange¬ 
ments  arc  more  complete  than 
those  of  easy  other  building 
in  this  section,  temperature  of  the  room 
in  any  part  not  varying  a  degree  from 
that  of  any  other  part.  Tiie  heat  is  fur¬ 
nished  by  a  Hawley  furnace. 

Tiie  illumination  is  done  by  gas  with 
four  combination  reflectors  placed  aloiig 
the  angle  of  the  ceiling.  The  light  is 
very  mellow  and  still  not  weak,  being  r 
sufficient  for  reading  the  finest  print  in 
any  part  of  the  room,  and  is  in  every 
way  preferable  to  that  furnished  by 
chandeliers. 

The  total  cost  of  the  structure  and  its 
appurtenances  amounts  to  $0.725 .20,  dis¬ 
tributed  as  follows:  Building  proper, 
$5,056.79;  furnace  and  its  fixtures, 
$918.97;  furniture,  seats  and  gas  fixtures, 
$709.50 ;  incidentals,  $40.  Towards  pay¬ 
ment  of  the  indebtedness  incurred  by 
this  improvement  the  society  has  so  far 
raised  $5-&45,  leaving  at  this  time  a  de¬ 
ficit  of  about:  $1,300.  which  is  certainly 
nothing  discouraging  ia  the  way  of  debt 
for  an  organization  with  the  vitality  and 
[resources  of  this. 

Last  Sunday,  this  house  was  dedicated  9 
ffie  sermon-,  being  preached  by  Rev.  T, 
H.  G Island,  of  Council  Bluffs.  At  the  1 
close  of  the  sermon,  an  opportunity  for 
contributing  toward  payment  of  the 
church e’s  building  debt  was  given,  which 
.resulted  in  securing  $675  for  the  pur¬ 
pose. 


In  the  evening  a  Sunday-school  con¬ 
cert  was  held,  it  having  sometime  aero 
been  decided  to  give  the  children  the  j 
first  Sabbath  evening  in  the  new  church. 
The  programme  consisted  of  singing  by 

the  school  of  a  number  of  hymns  such  as 
arc  used  in  their  regular  gatherings.  In¬ 
terspersed  among  these  were  readings,  re¬ 
marks,  and  class  recitation  of  passagesjbf 
scripture  declaring  the  titles,  attributes, 
and  mission  of  Christ. 

By  virtue  of  the  energy  and  persever¬ 
ance  of  Mr.  Avery,  the  pastor,  assisted 
by  the  unlagging  zeal  of  its  trustees  and 
building  committee  and  the  hearty  co¬ 
operation  of  members  of  the  society  and 
of  the  community,  the  First  prebyterian 
Church  of  Sioux  City  now  enters  upon  a 
new  era,  in  which  it  is  to  be  fhoped  the 
prosperity  that  has  heretofore  been 
granted  it  may  be  increased  many  fold. 

RecrHitiisg  tlie  SalifoaSJi-ticlao©!. 

That  the  opening  of  the  new  church 
,  would  be  the  beginning  of  greater 
prosperity  to'  our  Presbyterian  friends 
wc  have  ail  along  behoved,  but  that  the 
Sabbath-school  would-be  so  early  re-  | 
cruited  by  such  material  as  presented 
itself  on  Sabbath  evening  we  had  not 
dared  to  hope. 

The  curious  present  will  have  ob¬ 
served  two  individuals,  a  druggist  and  a 
lawyer,  slowly  winding  their  way 
through  the  crowded  aisles  of  the 
church  patiently  squeezing  past  a 
brother  here  and  a  sister  there  till  the 
goal  of  their  ambition  was  reached,  the 
front  seat  of  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  church. 

Here  with  great  apparent  satisfaction 
they  quietly  planted  themselves  m  the 
front  rank  of  the  lambs  of  the  dock. 
The  curly  hair  of  the  druggist  afforded 
a  striking  contrast  to  the  raven  locks  of 
his  neighbor,  the  young  attorney,  while 
the  penitent  expression  on  their  features! 
was  a  joy  to  the  Superintendent.  He 
hastened  to  place  singing  books  in, their 
hands,  and  his  labor  was  well  re¬ 
warded  by  the  result.  It  mattered  not 
that  neither  of  the  pupils  had  never 
been  in  a  Sunday-school  before.  It 


mattered  not  that  they  had  never  be¬ 
fore  seen  the  inside  of  a  note  book,  the 
eagerness  with  which  they  awaited  the 
announcement  of  the  page  by  the  Su¬ 
perintendent  was  evidence  that  they 
would  at  any  rate  sing  with  the  spirit,  j 
The  furtive  glance  which  the  at¬ 
torney  would,  cast  at.  his  companion 
when  he  of  the-  drug  store  would  strike 

fora  high  note  quickly  assumed  the! 
form  of  a  note  of  confidence  a3  ho  oh-  ! 
served  the  lightning  glance  of  the1 
druggist  resting  upon  him,  when  pros¬ 
pecting  for  a  tone  has  so  profunda. 

True,  it  produced  a  rest  in  their  music 
for  a  moment,  but  a  glance  at  the  placid 
choir  three  feet  in  front  of  them  was  an 
assurance  that  they  might  safely  proceed 
We  predict  a  season  of  great  prosper- ! 
ity  for  that  Sabbath-school.  ’  i 

From  SMby,  Iowa,.  ^  (<!►;[ 

Messrs.  Editors  : — On  the  14th  iriJ^t.,  if 
arrived  in  Council  Bluffs,  to  enter  upon  the 
missionary  work  for  the  Summer,  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Rev.  Sheldon  Jack- . 
son.  Here  my  companion,  brother  W.,  part¬ 
ed  from  me  to  go  over  into  Nebraska  to  West 
Point,  while  I  was  left  on  this  side  the  river 
to  have  a  care  over  the  wandering  tribes  of 
“  Reuben  ”  and  “  Gad.”  However,  from  the 
high  bluffs  around  the  city  I  could  look  over 
into  the  land  beyond,  and  have  the  promise 
of  passing  over  if  I  wish. 

But  I  want  to  tell  you  about  Shelby  and 
its  citizens.  It  is  a  new  town  on  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  and  Pacific  Railroad,  twenty- 
seven  miles  east  of  Council  Bluffs  and  106 
west  of  Des  Moines,  in  the  midst  of  a  most 
beautiful,  fertile,  rolling  prairie  country — not 
a  tree  anywhere  in  sight,  and  only  three  farm¬ 
houses  within  ten  miles  of  the  place. 

Shelby  may  be  said  to  date  its  birth  from  the 
first  of  April  of  the  present  year,  although 
there  have  been  two  or  three  houses  and  as 
many  families  here  for  the  past  year,  since 
the  station  was  established. 

As  it  properly  belongs  to  my  parish,  I  came 
the  other  day  to  look  after  the  religious  in¬ 
terests  of  the  community,  and  from  the  census 
I  took  on  Saturday  I  find  there  are  seventy 
persons  in  the  town,  twenty-seven  of  whom 
are  children,  and  these  are  without  school  or 
teacher.  I  saw  a  boy  strolling  across  the 
prairie,  singing  from  the  soDg _ 


“  Far  out  upon  the  prairie 
How  many  children  dwell, 

Who  never  read  their  Bible, 

Hor  hear  the  Sabbath  bell,,, 

And  I  thought  it  was  literally  true  in  this 
case.  There  are  nine  houses  here,  if  we  may 
call  them  houses,  for  I  imagine  my  Eastern 
friends  would  be  not  a  little  amazed  if  they 
could  only  see  where  and  how  the  people 
live. 

I  find  here  two  Lutherans,  just  from  Swe¬ 
den  ;  two  Quakers,  from  Ohio  ;  three  Metho-  i 
dists,  from  Pennsylvania ;  the  rest  profess 
nothing,  or  in  some  cases  are  Catholics.  I 
talked  with  an  Irishman,  from  County  Cork, 
whose  business  it  is  to  pump  water  at  the 
tank,  and  when  I  told  him  there  would  be 
preaching  on  Sabbath,  he  said  he  was  glad  of 
it,  that  it  was  the  duty  of  all  to  go  wherever 
the  Word  of  God  was  read  or  preached,  but 
as  for  him,  he  would  have  to  pump  water  aU 
day  Sunday.  The  nearest  like  a  Presbyte¬ 
rian  I  have  found  in  the  place  is  a  man  for¬ 
merly  of  Hew  York,  whose  father  was  a 
strict  Old  School  Presbyterian,  but  alas  for 
the  faith  of  his  posterity,  for  this  son  says 
that  he  believes  that  there  are  more  moral 
moral  man  out  of  the  Church  than  in  it.  If 
this  were  true  we  should  be  at  a  loss  to  ac¬ 
count  for  the  fact  that  nearly  all  who  write  to 
the  West  making  inquiries,  ask  almost  the 
first  thing  if  there  is  a  church  in  the  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Yesterday  we  had  Sunday  School  at  9  A.M. 
in  the  depot.  It  has  been  established  for  two  I 
or  three  weeks,  and  is  superintended  by  our 
Quaker  friend,  but  the  voice  of  prayer  is 
never  heard  in  the  school,  only  when  the 
“  Spirit  moves  ”  him,  and  I  am  told  that  is 
very  seldom. 

At  10  A.  M.  I  preached  in  the  depot  to  an 
audience  of  twenty  persons,  the  most  of  the 
other  citizens  being  out  working  on  the  rail¬ 
road.  Some  of  the  people  tell  me  they  actu¬ 
ally  do  not  know  when  Sabbath  comes,  and 
yesterday  morning  the  pay  car  of  the  com¬ 
pany  came  along  and  all  hands  were  paid  their 
last  month's  wages.  I  merely  state  the  facts 
and  leave  the  comments  for  others. 

There  is  a  great  need  of  church  influences 
and  Gospel  privileges  in  this  country.  The 
sermon  yesterday  was  the  first  ever  preached 
here,  and  many  of  the  audience  had  not 
heard  a  sermon  for  a  year,  or  even  two  years. 
The  Spirit  of  God  working  by  means  of 


more  of  his  servants,  is  alone  snffioient  for 
these  things.  To-day  I  return  to  Council 
j  Bluffs,  to  start  for  another  point  in  my  field. 

T.  J,  S.  j 


this  important  gateway  for  Northwestern 
Iowa  and  Dakota  is  greatly  prospering. 

uring  the  four  years’  ministry  of  Rev. 
to  H.  Avery  the  membership  has  in¬ 
creased  from  40  to  130.  They  have  re¬ 
cently  purchased  a  very  desirable  site 
tor  a  new  church  building,  which  is 

greatly  needed.  Vi 


Avoca,  Iowa.— A  Presbyterian  Church 
of  twelve  members  was  organized  at  Avoca, 
Iowa,  on  Sabbath,  July  24th,  by  Rev.  Me- 
,  Ia^cthon  Hughs,  and  Rey,  Geo.  R,  Carroll, 
j  District  Secretary  for  North-western  Iowa, 


A  committee,  consisting  of  Rev.  T  IT 
Gleland,  Jr.,  Rev.  Geo.  R.  Carrol],  Rev  Shel" 
don  Jackson  and  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Sherrard 
licentiate,  organized  on  Sabbath,  July  31st  a 
strong  Presbyterian  church  in  the  Country 
six  miles  east  of  Council  Bluffs.  This  enter 

STshl SrYT1-1  0fJhe  labors^}? 

Mi.  oherrard,  during  his  vacation. 


J 


Many  recitals  of  the  shci.x,,. 
erality,  in  their  deep  poverty,  of  oiV 
members  in  missionary  fields  to  support 
the  gospel,  and  of  the  privations  of  mis¬ 
sionaries  who  are  leading  the  Church’s 
forlorn-hope,  of  their  simple,  heroic  faith 
in  God,  and  of  the  wonderful  deliverances 
which  he  has  wrought  for  them,  brought 
tears  to  many  eyes.  Little  do  our  rich 
brethren  and  churches  in  the  East  know 
of  the  wants  and  sacrifices  of  their  breth¬ 
ren  on  the  frontier,  while  they  often  re{ 
proach  them  for  not  doing  more  to  build’ 
churches,  support  the  ministry,  and  sus¬ 
tain  the  Boards. 

Resolutions  ■were  adopted,  expressing 
the  feelings  of  Synod  produced  by  the 
embarrassed  condition  of  the  Board  of 
Domestic  Missions,  and  expressing  a  de¬ 
termination  to  use  every  effort  to  stimu¬ 
late  the  churches  to  eontribute  more  to 
all  the  Boards,  and  especially  to  the 
Board  of  Domestic  Missions.  The  first 
Sabbath  of  December  was  also  set  apart 
for  special  prayer,  and  preaching  on  the 
whole  subject. 

Resolutions  were  also  adopted,  express¬ 
ing  the  judgment  of  Synod  th,at  one  Dis¬ 
trict  Missionary  was  not  sufficient  for  this 


State  at  tins  time,  and  urging  the  Board 
of  Missions,  so  soon  as  their  funds  will  j 
permit,  to  erect  a  new  District  Missionary 
field,  embracing  the  North-western  Rail¬ 
road’,  and  the  territory  between  it  and 
the  Minnesota  line,  and  recommending 
the  Rev.  Sheldon  Jackson,  of  Minnesota, 
as  a  suitable  man  for  District  Missionary 
in  the  new  field. 

The  Synod  met  with  the  church  to  ob¬ 
serve  the  Lord’s  Supper  on  the  Sabbath. 
All  felt  it  to  be  a  delightful  and  refresh¬ 
ing  season. 

Independence  was  selected  as  the  next 

place  of  meeting. 

J.  Armstrong,  Stated  Cleric. 

ACTION  ON  THE  BOARDS. 

Resolved ,  1.  That  this  Synod  has  wel-  j 
c-omed  with  great  pleasure  the  presence  of 
our  respected  Secretaries,  Drs.  Schenck 
and  Speer,  and  listened  with  stirred  feel¬ 
ings  to  their  forcible  appeals  op  behalf  of 
the  Board  of  our  beloved  Church. 

Resolved ,  2.  That  in  view  of  the  mag¬ 
nitude  of  the  work  to  which  the  church, 
is  called,  and  the  overwhelming  responsi¬ 
bility  devolved  upon  her  by  the  rapid  ex¬ 
pansion  of  the  home  field,  and  the  vast 
destitutions  of  the  heathen  world,  w e 
rejoice  that  our  branch  of  the  church  is  so 
thoroughly  organized  with  all  needful 
agencies  for  its  efficient  prosecution. 

Resolved ,  3.  That  we  deeply  deplore 
the  present  embarrassed  condition  of  our 
Board,  (especially  that  of  Domestic  Mis¬ 
sions,)  caused  by  the  failure  of  pecuniary 
support,  and  cannot  but  feel  that  such  a 
state  of  things  should  awaken  prayerful 
solicitude,  and  call  forth  immediate  and 
universal  effort  throughout  our  Zion,  to 
“strengthen  the  things  that  remain  that 
are  ready  to  die.” 

Resolved ,  4.  That  as  members  of  this 
Synod,  we  recognize  it  as  our  present 
and  urgent  duty  to  use  all  possible  exer¬ 
tion  to  remedy  this  alarming  evil,  by 
seeking  to  secure  from  all  the  congrega¬ 
tions  committed  to  our  care,  and  from  | 
every  member  of  them,  according  to  his 
several  ability,  contributions  for  each  one 


us,  that  there  would  not  be  room  to  re¬ 
ceive  it. 

Resolved ,  5.  That  the  first  Sabbath  of 
December  be  observed  in  all  the  churches 
of  this  Synod  as  a  , day  of  special  prayer  ■ 
and  preaching,  with  reference  to  this; 
whole  subject. 

Charles  Axtell,  Moderator l 
J.  W.  Crawford,  Cleric. 

Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  Oct.  3?  18G8, 


Mediapolis,  Iowa. — On  Tuesday,  April 
22,  a  commission  of  the  Presbytery  of  Iowa 
organized  a  church  at  Mediapolis.  The 
new  church  starts  with  a  membership  of 
seventy-six,  most  of  whom  were  dismissed 
from  the  mother  church  at  Kossuth  for 
this  purpose. 


of  our  Boards  and  Committees;  and  we 
hereby  pledge  ourselves  to  endeavour  to 
have  all  the  tithes  brought  into  the  store¬ 
house— every  blank  in  our  statistical 
columns  filled — assured  that  if  this  were 
universally  done  throughout  the  Church, 
the  treasury  of  the  Lord  would  be  re¬ 
plenished,  and  a  blessing  poured  out  upon 
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Sioux  City,  Iowa, Apr. 8 ,1903* 
Dear  Doctor  Jackson: 

Herewith  find  attested  copy  of  the 
action  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa  relative  to 
your  appointment , as  .requested  in  2^ours  of 
.  A.pril  6th. 

The  Synod  of  Iowa  (O.S.)  taking  this 
action, cons  is ted  of  the  Presbyteries  of 

Cedar , Dubuque ,Pt .Dodge , and  Vinton , - -all 

located  in  the  N.  half  of  Iowa.  There  was 
at  the  same  time  the  Synod  of  Southern 
Iowa,  (O.S.)  in  the  Southern  part  of  the 
State, and  a  N.S.  Synod  of  Iowa, embracing 
-the  whole  State. 

*  Yours  cordially, 

J.  C.  McClintock. 

(COPY) . 

Sioux  City , Iowa, Apr .8 , 1903 
Prom  the  Minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Iowa 
In  session  at  Cedar  Rapids  .October  3rd, 
te.  IK  (o'* 

- ;  (8: 30 ,a.m. ) 

•\  ?The<  Rev.  John  Armstrong  offered  the 
following  paper  on  a  New  District  Yield, 
which  was  read  and  placed  on  the  Docket: - 

"WKEREAS :  -  In  view  of  the  rapidly  in¬ 
creasing  population  of  our  State, now  num¬ 
bering  about  one  million  souls;  and  of  the 
several  lines  of  rail  roads  being  construct 
ed  through  the  State, with  the  numerous  vil¬ 
lages  and  cities  springing  up  along  them 
and  over  our  vast  prairies;  we  believe  that 
in  order  to  render  the  plan  of  District 
Missionaries  effective  more  than  one  is  re¬ 
quired  in  Iowa.  Therefore, 


'  >  fir? 
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RESOLVED : First ,  That  we  respectfully  suggest 
to  the  Board  of  Missions  that  they  consider 
the  propriety  of  appointing  another  i^ission- 
ary  in  this  State  as  soon  as  their  funds 
will  permit;  whose  field  shall  be  the  North 


I»w*w 


Western  Rail  Road,  and  the  territory  lying 
between  it  and  the  Minnesota  line;  and  that 
he  he  especially  directed  to  visit  the  new 
settlements  and  towns,  not  contiguous  to 
other  fields  now  occupied  by  our,  ministers , 
and  to  secure  organisations  where  advisable 
foster  them, and  as  soon  as  practicable  se¬ 
cure  for  them  the  regular  ministrations  of 
tiie  word. 

"RKSOLVED: -Second, That  a  committee  of 
six  be  appointed  to  niminate  one  whom  Synod 
may  recommend  to  the  Board, as  District  Mis¬ 
sionary  for  the  new  field. " 

‘  '  #  .  (  -  t 

(Afternoon  Session) 

f,The  paper  on  the  new  District  Mission¬ 
ary  Dield  was  taken  from  the  Docket  and  adopt' 
e&, and  the  following  committee  w as  appointed: 
under  Resolution  Second  of  said  paper: - 
Rev .  J  o  hn  A  ms  t  r o  ng ,  Re  v .  W .  P .  C  ar s  on ,  Re  v ,  Rob  e  r  t 
Boag , Rev. James  ? ro t hi ngham , Re v . Y . G . She e ley , 
and  J.S.Love." 

■  # 

(?:30  p,m.r0ct.3) 

_  "The  Committee  to  nominate  a  District  Mis¬ 
sionary  for  the  new  field  reported, recommend¬ 
ing  the  Rev.  S.  Jackson." 

The  report  was  adopted." 


The  above  is  a  true  c o py  of  the  action 
taken  by  the  Synod  of  Iowa, relative  to  the 
division  of  the  field  and  the  appointment  of 
the  Rev. Sheldon  Jackson. 

Attest, 

J.C .McClintock;  - : 

Stated  Clerk  of  the 
Synod. 

(Copy) 


-( 


-  (Copy) 

Chambersburg,Pa. , March  19,1903. 


Rev. Sheldon  Jackson, 

Washington ,  D.  C . 

My  dear  Mr. Jackson, 

Replying  to  your  letter  of  March  18, 
in  relation  to  a  church  organized  six 

-  railes  east  of  Council  Bluffs:  On  May  14, 

1870  two  students  from  Princeton  Theolog- 

-  ical  Seminary , ho th  licentiates  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Steubenville ,Josiah  Welch  and 
Thomas  *J. Sherrard, being  under  commission 
from  the  Board  of  Domestic  Missions , by  di¬ 
rection  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board, re- 

-  ported  for  the  work  of  the  /summer  of  1870 

in  Council  Bluffs  to  the  Rev. Sheldon  Jack- 
son, at  that  time  Superintendent  of  Missions 
for  the  whole  outlying  western  part  of  the 
United  States.  . 

Mr. Jackson  directed  Josiah  Welch  to  go 
over  into  Nebraska, and  make  his  headquarters 
at  West  Point  in  the  Elkhorn  Valley, while 
-Thomas  J. Sherrard  was  directed  to  make  his 
principal  point  of  preaching  for  the  summer 
at  a  school-house  called  Hazel  Dell  six 

-  miles  east  of  Council  Bluffs, in  the  midst 
of  a  new  and  thickly  settled  community. 

Here  he  was  to  preach  every  two  weeks, the 
intervening  Syndays  tc  be  spent  at  such 
points  as  Neola,and  Shelby, and  Eight  Mile 
Grove, and  other  places , taking  in  the  whole 
of  Pottawattamie  County, and  everywhere  look- 

-  ing  for  Presbyterians.  .This  policy  and 
work  I  carried  out  for  the  three  months  of 
my  commission.  I  had  my  home  for  the  sum¬ 
mer  in. the  family  of  Mr. Thomas  Triplett, 

-five  miles  east- of  Council  Bluffs, with  my 
Postoffice  address  in  the  city.  Meanwhile 
you  almost  immediately  left  for  the  east 
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to  attend  the  General  Assembly  in  Philadel¬ 
phia.  By  the  ,end  of  July  I  had  gathered  up 
quite  a  good  cong*regation ,with  an  enterpris¬ 
ing  Sabbath  school  at  Hazel  Bell  settlement,; 
and  Hr.  Carroll  and  Br.C Island, a  Committee  ; 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Missouri  River, thought 
it  wise  to  organize  a  church  at  Hazel  Bell.  ) 
The  time  fixed  by  the  Committee  was  July  31, 
3.870,  The  following  is  a  copy  from  my  Bia- 
ry  of  1870:  ” Sunday , July  31,1870,  Pleasant 

~  day.  Hazel  Bell  church  organized.  Mr. Ride  l. 
die  and  I  go  to  town  for  Mr.  Carroll  and  Mr. 
Jackson,  Mr.  Jackson  preaches  at  11  A.M. 
-from  Beut.2: - ,good  sermon.  Mr. Carroll  and  I 
call  on  Mr. Lowry  and  tell  him  to  wait  till 
another  time  to  join  the  church,  Messrs, Car¬ 
roll  and  Jackson  and  I  go  to  Hails  for  din^t 
ner.  Services  at  4.30  P.M.for  organizing  a 
church  at  Hazel  Bell,  Mr.Cleland  comes  out 
with  Mr. Elder.  Mr.  Carroll  preaches  ,a,nd  Mr. 
Cleland  presides.  Twelve  members  join.  On 
Examination:  Mrs, Lowry  and  Mr.Partsch.  On 
Certificate:  Mr.&  Mrs . Thomas  Triple tt , Mrs . 
Charles  Musser,M r.&  Mrs.Heist ,Mr.&  Mrs.Ma- 
gruder, Mrs .Osborne  and  daughter  Ella, and 
Hester  Musser.  Mr., Triplett  and  Mr.Magruder 
were  elected  elders, and  Mr. Heist  and  Mr.Par¬ 
tsch  were  elected  deacons," 

The  church  of  Hazel  Bell  is  reported  in 
the  Minutes  of  1871  in  connection  with  the 
Presbytery  of  Missouri  River  as  having  12 
members. 

In  1872  Thornton  K. Hedges  appears  as 
its  stated  supply.  Erom  1873  to  1883  inclu¬ 
sive  Hazel  Bell  appears  under  the  Presbytery 
cf  Council  Bluffs, with  Thornton  K. Hedges  gen 
era!3.y  as  stated  supply, with  a  membership 
varying  from  19  up  to  27, --this  latter  num¬ 
ber  appears,  in  1877, --after  that  it  runs 
gradually  down, until  in  1881,1882 ,and  1883 


(3) 

it  is  marked  vacant*  In  1883  it  appears  in 
the  Minutes  for  the  last  time  with  a  mem- 
bership  of  17, showing  that  Presbyterianism 
did  not  have  any  permanent  hold  in  that  Faz- 
el  Pell  community , for  in  1884  it  was  drop¬ 
ped  from  the  roll  of  Presbytery , and  it  has 
never  again  appeared  under  that  name. 

If  there  is  any  Presbyterian  church  out 
there  in  the  old  Hazel  Pell  district , about 
six  miles  eastward  from  Council  Fluffs  it 
is  under  another  name.  I  have  heard  abso¬ 
lutely  nothing  from  that  neighborhood  for 
thirty  years.  If  you  know  anything  of 
those  good  people  of  former  days  in  and 
around  Council  Fluffs  I  shall  be  glad  in¬ 
deed  to  hear  about  them  or  their  descend¬ 
ants.  I  still  remember  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  the  kindness  of  Mrs. Jackson  to  me 
that  summer  of  1870, --and  the  two  lovely 
little  girls,  of  the  household, Daisy  and 
Fessie.  Please  remember  me  very  kindly  to 
all  of  them.  ! 

Very  truly  yours, 
(signed)  Thomas  J.Sherrard. 
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